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        “A spell-binding touchstone of poetry, Christina Sng’s done it again! This book of poems is evocative, haunting, surprising and heart-breakingly poignant. Her use of language is exquisite. Every word counts in the brevity of her poetry. Her minimal poems reflect the strength of thoughts and emotions that comprise the worlds she creates. The Gravity of Existence is a must read!”

        —t.santitoro, editor, Scifaikuest

        

      

      
        
        “Christina Sng’s The Gravity of Existence is a rapture of profound, visceral emotions, gutted on the page in all their glory. Her terrors cut deep, some playing with the undead, while others run colder like shafts of darkness that penetrate the reader’s heart. Her poems, as ever, are sublime.”

        —Eva Roslin, writer and reviewer

        

      

      
        
        “Christina Sng is the Emily Dickinson of tiny genre verse. Her new collection is simply delightful. For example: “vampiric fog/ the forgotten tales/ of anemia,” or “thrown away in recycling/glass slippers stained with blood/ from the stepsisters’ /severed toes”.  Some thought-provoking, philosophical, others have you smiling without realizing. Whether you’re in flight above the earth, or simply in a mood to be fantastically regaled, there’s many a poem you’ll enjoy!  A fitting addition to your bookcase from an award-winning poet.” 

        —Marge Simon, multiple Bram Stoker winner, author of Victims
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        For my children

      

      

      

      
        
        May the gravity of existence

        Never weigh heavy on you

        But feel light and free

        As the stardust we are

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        To Dad, who taught me that brevity is everything.
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      THE GRAVITY OF LOSS

      It was sheer luck that you took flight 250 and I, flight 851. How grateful I am that we made up before we parted, as I now sob uncontrollably, watching your plane engines sputter and fail, free-falling.

       

      the age-old battle

      between force and gravity

      the gravity of loss

    

  


  
    
      Sand Under a Microscope

      
        
        The loveliest of all collections

        Lies under a microscope.

        In a handful of sand,

        A treasure trove:

      

        

      
        Tiny amoebic shells

        Frozen in time;

        Petrified wood

        Frightened of life;

      

        

      
        Rare azure quartz

        Lost in the ocean;

        A crystal wishbone,

        Perfect and unbroken;

      

        

      
        The treasure of this collection.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      Escape

      
        
        “Why do you read

        The moment you get home?”

        I ask my child, her nose in a book.

      

        

      
        “To escape the horrors

        Of the world,” she says.

        I nod and we exchange a look.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Real Monsters

          

        

      

    

    
    

  


  
    
      SPARROW

      
        
        I turn into a sparrow

        When the sky turns gray.

      

        

      
        I cover the ground

        With a blanket of red.

      

        

      
        Vengeance is sweet

        When slowly pecked.

      

        

      
        I savor the taste.

        It’s been a long wait.
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