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Dedicated to all the veterans who served during the Cold War.  It wasn’t for glory, or recognition but for duty and honor that they volunteered to serve this great country.  These exemplary people put their country first, above their families, communities, and even their own lives.  They took the oath, “...to honor and protect this country against all enemies...” and prepared daily, in the most difficult of conditions and to the limit of their endurance, to face that enemy if their country dictated it.  We can all thank God that a war with the communist never broke out.  We can also be thankful for the men and women who volunteered during this time of crisis known as the Cold War.

A special thanks to Robert Duncan, Gilbert Jackson, Doug Voss, David Gallops, Stanley Yorks, Jim Hensley, Paul Batchelor, Dennis Martin, and Mike Davino for volunteering to share their careers to tell this story.
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Bob Kern has done a great service by telling the story of Cold War veterans in his excellent series of books.  In this volume, he focuses on the Korean Peninsula where the United States fought a vicious foe in the early years of the Cold War from 1950-53.  

The Korean War has long been characterized as the "Forgotten War."  However, in recent years, in part due to our government's commemorations of the 50th and 60th anniversaries of the Korean War Armistice; the service, contributions and sacrifice of our Korean War veterans have become much better known.  What is not as well-known is what our service members have done over the years since the armistice was signed.  

Through their continuous presence in the Republic of Korea, the members of our armed forces have helped keep the peace in this critical part of the world.  Furthermore, the service of millions of our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Marines in Korea since 1954 has helped guarantee that the 33,746 troops who died during the war, did not die in vain.  One need only look at the current situation in Iraq where the United States did not leave a strong residual force, to understand how critical the long-term basing of our service members has been to stability on the Korean Peninsula.

For more than six decades, the service members of the United States and the Republic of Korea have stood together maintaining the Armistice and establishing the conditions for stability and success in the Republic of Korea.  Thus, the Republic of Korea has thrived since the Korean War Armistice and is now a valued, booming, and flourishing democracy.

This success story has come at considerable cost.  Since the armistice, 92 U.S. servicemen and 43 Korean Augmentees to the U.S. Army have been killed in hostilities with enemy forces.  Over 1,100 more U.S. troops have died due to other causes to include training accidents, aircraft crashes, and illnesses like the Korean hemorrhagic fever.  

Bob's book chronicles the experiences of some of the veterans whose service contributed to the remarkable development of the Republic of Korea and how the conditions they served under changed over the years.  

––––––––
[image: ]


Michael F. Davino

Colonel, USA, Retired

Sanford, North Carolina

July 4, 2016
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One of the longest running television shows in American history is M*A*S*H, a comedy that followed the antics of the made-up doctors and staff of a Mobile Army Surgical Hospital (MASH) in South Korea during the Korean War.  The show, with its all-star comedic cast, was a hit and ran for eleven seasons beginning in 1972.  The show’s popularity and the long running success, contributed to some misconceptions about the Korean War. 

Many people don’t realize a few things about the Korean War.  The war wasn’t a declared war but a police action by the United Nations with the support of the United States, just like the war in Vietnam.  Communist North Korea crossed the 38th Parallel and invaded South Korea on June 25, 1950.  The United Nations, with the military of the United States and other NATO allies, came to the defense of South Korea and pushed the North Koreans back across the country’s borders.  While the unified forces were well on their way to pushing the communists Koreans all the way north to the Chinese border by the end of the first year and abruptly ending the war, this, unfortunately, never happened because China committed their troops to support the North Koreans and turned the tide of the war.  The Chinese and North Koreans pushed the United States and South Korean forces back, deep into South Korean territory.  The war continued with another large surge north only to see the NATO forces repelled back again to the area of the 38th Parallel where the original border was.  The war then settled down with no more swings in momentum.  Both sides started “digging in” by entrenching themselves in strong defensive positions and firing at each other with no more real gains to show.

Another misconception is that the Korean War ended.  The television series that had the war end and everyone sent home on the final episode of the eleventh season.  The Korean War ended with both sides agreeing to a cease and signing a United Nations-brokered armistice agreement on July 27, 1953.  Contrary to what most people think, this agreement wasn’t a peace treaty and didn’t officially end the war but simply a military cease fire agreement that established boundaries and rules for each side to abide by.  A designated border between North and South Korea was established based upon the area that both sides found themselves defending when the agreement was signed.  Each side could retain the land they held at that time which, ironically, was very close to the actual territory they held before the war.

The agreed-upon border became known as the Military Demarcation Line (MDL.)  A 2.5-mile fortified buffer zone was established that was known as the Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ).  A few short years later the DMZ would become the most heavily guarded border in the world. 

The “official” Korean War may have ended on July 27, 1953, with the signing of the armistice agreement but the second Korean War, the “unofficial” one, began immediately thereafter.  The North Koreans had the full support of The Peoples Republic of China and the Soviet Union and would infiltrate South Korea, smuggle spy rings into the country, send assassination squads, and engage the United States and South Korean border patrols in fire fights.  They would ambush and kill American and Korean soldiers on the South Korean side of the DMZ on a regular basis.  There were tens of thousands of these incidents that were all direct violations of the armistice agreement.  There were hundreds of confirmed United States and South Korean soldiers killed by the communist soldiers of the North and a significantly higher casualty count for the dishonorable North Korean military because of the United States border presence there.

Before the ink was even dry on the armistice agreement, North Korea began violating the terms by sending infiltrators and assault teams across the DMZ. These incidents were immediately documented and reported to the United Nations Command (UNC) to address.  The UNC would schedule a meeting of the Military Armistice Commission (MAC) and confront North Korea about these incidents each time they occurred.  During the early years, the North Koreans were so mistrustful of the United States that they refused to meet at a neutral site for these meetings.  To pacify their childish attitudes, tables were set up precisely on the MDL and the North Korean People’s Army (KPA) and Chinese People’s Volunteers (CPV) would sit at the table in their territory with the UN representatives seated across from them on the ROK territory.  Each of the MAC meetings had to be translated into three languages to insure all parties understood the discussions.  The United Nations (UN) designated an area on the DMZ just outside the village of Panmunjom as the Joint Security Area (JSA) to be the area that both sides could meet face to face.  Panmunjom had been destroyed during the war and was near the only bridge that crossed the DMZ.  This span became known as the Bridge of No Return the MDL crossed the center of the bridge.  This location would be the site used to exchange prisoners during the war, and after the armistice was signed prisoners could cross into the South but would never be allowed to cross back.  Thus, the name, Bridge of No Return.​[1]  The entire bridge fell under the JSA jurisdiction and was in the far southwest corner of the compound.  Buildings were built for these meetings but the table they utilized had to be set up precisely on the MDL so the participants could continue to sit on their side of the line.  The high-ranking leaders who represented both sides only came to the JSA for the MAC meetings.  Each side had Joint Duty Officers (JDO) who were the designated liaison officers in the JSA to maintain representation at all times.  Headquarters buildings and offices were built on both sides of the MDL and each side was authorized a military police force (not to exceed thirty-five people) in the JSA to patrol their side. 

The UNC in South Korea was made up of US and ROK soldiers and complied with the terms of the cease fire treaty with one serious exception.  The US deployed four different nuclear weapons to the South Korean peninsula in January 1958 which was a huge violation of the armistice agreement.  The recently developed Honest John was one of the nuclear weapons delivered.  It was a long range, direct-fire artillery rocket and the first surface-to-surface rocket system capable of delivering a nuclear warhead.  The other three nuclear capable systems were the Matador cruise missile system, the atomic-demolition munition nuclear landmines, and the two hundred and eighty-eight-millimeter gun capable of firing an eight-inch nuclear howitzer round.  Nuclear bombs were added to the arsenal of the bomber planes in March 1958.  The nuclear armament arsenal in South Korea continued to grow from 1960 to 1963 with three more surface-to-surface missile systems: The Davey Crocket, Lacrosse, and the Sergeant.  The Nike Hercules missile arrived in January 1961 and was a dual-mission system with the ability to fire both anti-air (surface-to-air) and surface-to-surface nuclear missiles.  This move infuriated the North Koreans and led to them launching their own nuclear program.

A meeting of the MAC was held in Korea on November 29, 1962. Nine years and four months after the signing of the armistice agreement, the UNC MAC was holding their 160th meeting to formally address violations of the agreement with North Korea.  It’s no wonder that the North Korean government continued to violate the agreement back then (and even now).  They have never been held accountable for their transgressions.  The UNC would schedule a meeting of the MAC, trot both sides down to their headquarters on the border, read off the list of violations to them, listen to their rhetoric, then adjourn until the next time.  There was an average of around seventeen MAC meetings a year.

The meetings were usually convened immediately following a serious offense committed by the North Koreans within the Republic of Korea’s side of the DMZ or sometimes even further into the ROK.  The incident that led to this meeting happened on November 20, 1962.  At 2030 hours that night, combatants crossed the border and attacked a UNC civil police post.  Five Soviet F1 hand grenades were thrown at the post; three exploded outside and the fourth was a dud leading to no injuries.  The fifth grenade landed inside the post before exploding and resulted in the death of Specialist James Johnson of Alpha Troop, 1st Reconnaissance Squadron, 9th Cavalry, who was a co-observer in the outpost.  He was the fifth soldier to be killed in the line of duty in South Korea since the armistice agreement was signed.  Private First Class Efrain Olivo-Baez, the other co-observer, was severely injured from the blast and became the second soldier in the 1st Cavalry Division to be awarded the Purple Heart in Korea during the Cold War.  Pictures and other undeniable proof were presented at the meeting.  The North Koreans, as they did at every one of these meetings, even with the undisputable evidence, claimed the incident was a fabrication of the United States.

The commission delivered a scathing response to this farfetched claim, making it very clear that in the nine years and one hundred fifty-nine meetings of the commission, the North Koreans had never shown any sign of investigating any of the incidents reported and continued to treat the meetings with insincerity.  But why would they take them serious?  A dog will keep peeing in the house no matter how many times you sit him down and tell him he peed in the house.  Bad behavior needs disciplined to change the behavior.  A carrot and stick approach, or something that punishes the bad so they know it is unacceptable.

The commission brought up another incident that had occurred on November 10, 1962.  At approximately 1833 hours, a group of armed soldiers from the North crossed into the South Korean DMZ and ambushed a UNC police vehicle using the same type of Soviet grenades and firing automatic weapons known to be used by their soldiers.  This was confirmed from the grenade fragments and the spent cartridges found at the location of the assault.

The commission then proceeded to inform the KPA/CPV representatives of a series of other incidents and illegal activities that had recently occurred in violation of the armistice agreement.  These included the following:

	July 14, 1962, armed soldiers crossed the MDL and kidnapped four UNC representatives and demanded the North immediately return them and punish those responsible.  Also on this date, a grass cutting detail came under fire from the North Korean side, wounding one of them.

	August 17, 1962, four armed soldiers crossed into the UNC side of the DMZ and remained for forty minutes before crossing back.

	August 18, 1962, eight armed soldiers again crossed into the same portion of the UNC’s side of the DMZ.

	August 18, 1962, seven armed soldiers crossed and, using automatic weapons, fired twenty rounds into a UNC civil police post.

	August 22, 1962, five armed soldiers crossed into the UNC portion of the DMZ.

	August 23, 1962, one-armed soldier crossed into the UNC portion of the DMZ.

	August 27, 1962, seven armed soldiers crossed the MDL.

	August 30, 1962, three more crossed.

	September 5, 1962 a six-man group of armed soldiers crossed and attempted to kidnap UNC personnel.  This incursion and kidnap attempt led to a firefight that resulted in three members of the hit squad being killed.  Two more were captured and would later choose to remain in South Korea.

	Lastly, on September 7 and 8, 1962, armed soldiers crossed into the UNC side of the DMZ.


At this point, the commission scolded the KPV/CPV representatives again telling them:


In summary, all of these intrusions plus the attacks of your personnel of our civil police on 10 and again on 20 November 1962, reflect your true attitude towards the Armistice Agreement.  It is clearly one of noncompliance, nonobservance, lies, and evasion.  The collective weight of the evidence of these intrusions vividly portrays the fact that your commanders have no intention of abiding by the terms of the Armistice Agreement.  It also clearly shows that these provocations are deliberate and planned.


The commission continued to recite the following serious incidents that had occurred as more evidence to support this statement:

	On July 4, 1958, at 1030 hours in the morning, an armed soldier from North Korea attacked a civil police post.  The assailant was able to throw a hand grenade, killing one and wounding another, before being shot and killed by UN forces.

	A similar assault occurred on June 24, 1960 at 1840 hours when a band of armed soldiers crossed the MDL attacking another civil police post.  One of the infiltrators was killed before the rest of them fled back across the border into North Korea.

	At 2100 hours on August 25, 1961, a group of infiltrators attacked a UNC civil police post killing one and wounding four UNC personnel with another Soviet-made hand grenade.

	They then wrapped up the list of infractions with the attack that led to this meeting that occurred November 20, 1962 resulting in one death and one injured.


They closed their testimony out with one final berating of the North Koreans:


These hostile and provocative acts are deliberate, planned, vicious attacks directed by your side.  Yet you loudly proclaim your sincere observance of the Armistice Agreement provisions.  THIS IS NONSENSE!  As typified by the past meetings you have tried every device you can think of to avoid a responsible reply to our reasonable demands.  It is evident to me as it must be to you that you do not have the authority to make a responsible reply.  It is also apparent that your side has no intention of complying with the terms of the Armistice Agreement but by the nature of your condemnatory language you expect the United Nations Command to comply while you continue to violate.​[2]



What follows is the stories of just a few of the brave veterans who served in South Korea during the Cold War.  It is because of the sacrifices and dedication of thousands upon thousands of United States and Republic of Korea (ROK) soldiers that the North Koreans were never able to cross the border in force again.  They found themselves reduced to the roll of a mosquito, irritating because of the noise it makes, but never able to inflict serious harm. 
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​Chapter 1

Robert Duncan

1963-1964
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Robert Duncan enlisted in the Army in September of 1962 as a field radio and carrier operator with the military occupation specialty (MOS) of 293.  The Army would later change this MOS to 31M.  He attended basic training and Signal Corp Advanced Individual Training (AIT) at Fort Gordon, Georgia.

Bob completed his basic training and received orders for thirteen months in South Korea.  He had absolutely no idea what to expect being assigned to Korea and was completely unaware of the incidents involving the North Koreans in the DMZ.  In the early 1960’s, soldiers were typically transported to overseas assignments by boat which was a long, miserable trip that most dreaded.  Bob was prepared for this awful trip and was pleasantly surprised when the bus took him to a nearby airfield.  He was given a box lunch and loaded on a six-propeller cargo plane flown by the Military Air Transport Service (MATS.)

The plane would make stops in Honolulu and then Wake Island where he was treated to an amazing meal in the Wake Island Air Force dining hall.  He can’t remember what was better, the food or the plates with silverware.  One thing was certain, this meal made every Army soldier on his plane envious of their Air Force brethren.

He finally arrived in South Korea in February 1963 and was assigned to Bravo Company, 304th Signal Battalion.  The company was headquartered in Seoul but Bob found himself spending his year on detachment at an Army engineering compound at Uijeongbu which was approximately fifteen miles south of the DMZ. The road he traveled from Seoul to get to Uijeongbu was a gravel, two-lane road that made for a bumpy ride to his new home. The compound was near the I Corp headquarters at Camp Red Cloud.  Bob’s unit was at a remote site at the back of the compound known as TV Hill where the Armed Forces Korean Network (AFKN) TV antennas were located – hence the name. 

TV Hill was chosen as the location for the communication antennas because it was one of the highest locations regarding the DMZ.  The antennas were at the top of the hill.  At the base of the antennas, and just below them, was the building the network crews worked out of and lived in.  On the south side of the hill, just a short distance below the antennas were four telephone poles in a straight line running east to west that served as the antenna towers for Bob’s unit.  Each of the telephone poles had several two by four pieces of lumber mounted horizontally to which the dozen or so antennas Bob used were mounted.  Each antenna had two coax cables connected to them that ran to the TRC-36 at the base of the VHF towers for transmitting and receiving communications.

His unit’s mission on the hill was to provide and maintain telephone communications between I Corp and the Eighth Army in Seoul at all times, so radio shifts were scheduled every day, around the clock.  He lived in a Quonset hut just below the antennas and on the west side of the complex.  This served as his barracks and had a row of bunks and lockers running down both sides with a wood stove in the center.  Just east of Bob’s quarters was Delta Company’s long-line fixed microwave dishes.  These were set up on the downhill side of the hill below the Quonset hut that served as their operation center.  The showers and bathrooms, Delta Companies quarters, and the rec room were located in between both Quonset huts. (See figure 1) There was running water and electricity on the hill.  The other part of his mission was to provide the same communication link to the Eighth Army when deployed on FTXs up to 30 days and on alerts that lasted only a day or 2. 
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Figure 1

The mobile communication equipment was mounted on the back of two-and-a-half ton trucks inside seven-by-fourteen foot shelters.  Two of the trucks were set up as a TRC-36, a designation given because they were loaded with three TRC-24 VHF radios and enough spare parts to insure the truck remained operational for twenty-four hours.  Two sets of radio transmitting and receiving equipment were required to be operational at all times and the third radio was designated as the back-up.  A third truck was the MCC-6 truck, which was also referred to as the telephone carrier truck.  This one was set up with the TCC-7 telephone carrier terminals and the TCC-4 teletype terminals.  One TRC-36 was always set-up on TV Hill and the second TRC-36 and the MCC-6 were maintained and always ready to be deployed.  Both communication trucks had trailers with two five kilowatt-hour generators in each for when they were mobilized to Camp Red Cloud for alerts and set up at the telephone exchange and on every field training exercise (FTX) at the I Corp Communication Center.  The return trips up the steep inclines of TV Hill was very difficult and slow going for the trucks pulling their full trailers.

When Bob arrived at TV Hill, the specialist who served as the operator on the MCC-6 was a short-timer and would be leaving soon.  Bob felt honored having been assigned this position because he knew his past performance had been a factor in his placement.  He also knew that operating the telephone and teletype carrier systems on the MCC-6 was much more challenging than operating the VHF radios on the TRC-36 and he liked a good challenge.

Alerts happened all the time in Korea to make sure the units were always ready to defend the border if the armistice agreement were broken.  Once alerted, the MCC-6 and the TRC-36 were mobilized to their designated alert positions.  The trailers were disconnected as soon as he arrived at this location and the crews for both trucks would lock their tailgates in the open position, parallel to the ground.  The trucks were backed up until they were tailgate to tailgate and then connected with a cable. This layout provided a solid platform between them for the crew to move easily back and forth between vehicles.  The VHF antennas would be set up and connected to the MCC-6 with two coax cables.  The MCC-6 was connected to the CRC Telephone Exchange by a permanently laid cable.  In a hostile environment, this set up made it easier for the VHF and carrier operators to cover each other’s movements with their rifles.  Ironically, Bob never deployed anywhere with his rifle.  The only time he saw his rifle was when the M-2 carbine rifle was replaced with the new M-14 rifle.  He reported to the arms room and signed out his assigned M-2 then exchanged it for the M-14 which he took back to the arms room and placed in his designated spot in the rifle rack.  He never saw it again.  As far as Bob knows, the M-14 could still be sitting in his assigned slot where he placed it that day. 

The trailers were then pushed down the hill to their designated location, an area with stone walls on three sides and a fourth that was completely open.  (See Figure 2) It was no easy task trying to maneuver a loaded trailer down a steep hill without losing control of it.  The trailer was pushed and pulled, slowly one way and then the other, until it finally made it to the stone wall where it would be braced and chocked to keep it in place.  The most important thing to remember was that nobody was to get directly behind the trailer while they were pushing it. 

Bob and the rest of the section were reminded of this during one alert.  Everyone was at the front of the trailer pushing except Bob’s friend Terry who was in the rear pulling when the trailer got away from them.  It began picking up speed as it rolled uncontrolled down the hill while those in the front were frantically pulling on the brake handle to no effect.  They finally got the trailer stopped frighteningly close to the wall- just seconds before Terry would have been crushed by the trailer.  Fortunately, nobody was hurt during this incident and the importance of not allowing anyone behind the trailer had been seared into each of their minds and it never happened to them again.

[image: image]Figure 2

A few months after Bob arrived, on May 27, 1963, a United States helicopter inadvertently crossed the MDL into North Korean airspace and was shot down.  The two crew members survived the crash landing but were captured by the North Koreans and held captive for one year.  This incident led to higher than normal tension between the two sides.  Bob’s unit was placed on alert at the time of the incident and issued live ammunition because of the seriousness of the threat.  The noncommissioned officer in-charge of TV Hill was convinced that the North Koreans had finally broken the proverbial final straw and pushed Uncle Sam too far. He believed war was imminent and was so convinced of this that he returned a reel-to-reel tape recorder he had just purchased from the PX because he was afraid he would lose it if he had to evacuate the hill or got deployed to the border.  As for Bob, he was certain a communication site like TV Hill would have been high up on the North Korean’s target list and none of them would have survived long enough for personal stereo equipment to have mattered.

A front-page article in the Stars and Stripes Korean publication on August 23, 1963, read “UNC Accuses Reds of 259 Violations.”  The article was regarding the most recent UNC MAC meeting, the one-hundred-seventy-eighth meeting of the commission, held a few days earlier.  The two hundred and fifty-nine violations were from the period between May 1 through August 20, 1963, and one hundred and forty-eight of these violations regarded two thousand six hundred and twenty-four North Korean personnel who had crossed the border into the southern side of the DMZ.  Fourteen of the incidents involved nineteen North Korean vehicles illegally on the UNC side of the DMZ.  Fifty-one violations involved two hundred and sixty-six automatic weapons brought into the UNC territory.  Thirty-eight violations involved the detonation of two hundred and eighty-two explosives and seven violations that involved the firing of weapons across the border into the UNC area.  They MAC also accused them of trying to smuggle four agents into the ROK on July 30, 1963.  That operation had been exposed and the perpetrators were hunted down and killed by UNC patrols.  The North Koreans kept pushing the South and every unit had to be ready for them to do more than attack the DMZ patrol.  This is why there were so many alerts and training exercises.

When Bob deployed for an FTX, I Corp would already be at the training site when he arrived and have the positions designated for the communication equipment to be set up.  He would drive his truck and trailer where they directed him, park it, and begin the process of setting up the camouflage netting.  The antenna was made up of smaller metal squares in a lattice-like pattern within two large rectangular shaped panels mounted vertically and side-by-side on the mast.  They looked like big fly swatters.  Depending on the height at which they were training, the mast could sometimes be placed inside a pole that was mounted on the side of the truck. Cables were then run to the I Corp Command Center that was already set up under trees with camouflage netting.  Another line connected the MCC-6 telephone carrier to the TRC-36 VHF radio.  The big fly swatters and the dipole antenna were pointed towards TV Hill and connected to the TRC-36 with coax cables.  A single generator was connected to each system.  (See figure 3)

––––––––
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Figure 3

The communication systems used generators for their power when they were deployed on an FTX or an alert.  Each truck only needed one generator to provide enough power for its equipment.  The generators were rotated every four hours to prevent them from overheating and crashing the communications network.  Whenever Bob rotated generators, the second generator had to be started and connected before the first one could be turned off to keep the system operational at all times.  

Just like the communication system on TV Hill, the field set up had to be operational around the clock.  On one FTX with I Corp, Bob was in the MCC-6 when he heard someone beating on the door.  He opened the door and found himself face-to-face with an I Corp lieutenant colonel who informed Bob he wasn’t pulling enough amps off his generator.  Each generator had a gauge mounted on top that showed the amperage load being pulled from the generator.  Rather than try to explain that his unit was running just fine at its current level, he turned on his space heater and a few other non-essential devices to pull more amps from the generator.  This was enough to pop it over thirty and satisfy the LTC.  Once he was out of sight, Bob turned all the unnecessary stuff back off and went back to work.

Life was tough in Korea with the constant state of readiness that had to be maintained.  Living in a third world country with a completely different culture and language added to the difficulty.  The American Red Cross was always doing things for soldiers overseas, whether it was to help with emergencies back home or simply to lift the morale of the soldiers.  Some of the things they did were geared towards reminding the soldiers of home.  The Red Cross had a facility at Camp Red Cloud that included a recreation center and every week or so they had American women visit and serve fresh donuts to the troops there.   The women they used to serve the donuts all had blue eyes, blonde hair and were taller than the Korean women.  The sight of these ladies was a real rarity because the Korean women were shorter and had brown eyes and brown hair.  The ladies all received a considerable amount of admiration from the troops who referred to them as Donut Dollies because they were beautiful like dolls. The troops on TV Hill were fortunate enough to receive a visit from the Donut Dollies as well.  Once a month, they had the pleasure of spending a couple of hours in the presence of these gorgeous, English-speaking American women.  This was the highlight of the month for most of the soldiers and they looked forward to these visits from the Donut Dollies.

November was a disastrous month on the national front with events that would indirectly impact the mission in South Korea for years.  In a coup attempt to overthrow the South Vietnamese government on November 2, 1963, Prime Minister Ngo Dinh Diem and his brother and advisor Ngo Dinh Nhu were assassinated.  Three weeks later November 22, 1963, President John F. Kennedy was assassinated.  On
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