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HOW IT ALL BEGAN

The band opens their photo albums and shares their childhood stories.
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Liam

Name: Liam James Payne

Born: August 29, 1993

Star sign: Virgo

Hometown: Wolverhampton, England

Eye color: Brown

Fave aftershave: Paco Rabanne’s 1 million

Fave grooming product: Hair wax

Best thing about being in One Direction: There’s never a dull moment
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Finding his voice

“I first started singing when I was about six. We used to go to my grandad’s in Cornwall or to holiday camps and I used to sing on the karaoke all the time. My favorite track to perform was Robbie Williams’s ‘Angels.’”

Childhood dreams

“At one stage I wanted to become a boxer. I used to box three times a week, but I had to give that up for The X Factor, as you can’t turn up on stage with bruises.”

Never giving up

“I was 14 when I first auditioned for The X Factor back in 2008, but Simon didn’t take me through because he didn’t think I was ready for it. It was a terrible disappointment, but I was up against a lot of stiff competition. And looking back, I’m thankful that I didn’t get through, otherwise I wouldn’t be in One Direction now.”

The boys on Liam

Louis: “I think Liam’s the sensible one.”

Zayn: “He’s not just the dad of the group, he’s the grandad of the group! Being in the group’s been good for him because he’s become more immature. Before, he thought he was about 30!”

Liam: “Grandad? I suppose I’m the sensible one. We all love to have a laugh and it’s great fun to be in One Direction but sometimes you gotta have your Mr. Serious head on!”
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Louis

Name: Louis William Tomlinson

Born: December 24, 1991

Star sign: Capricorn

Home town: Doncaster, England

Eye color: Blue

Fave aftershave: Hollister

Fave grooming product: Dry shampoo – when I can’t be bothered to wash my hair

Best thing about being in One Direction: Just the laugh we have.

And also, I’ve made four new friends.
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Mr. Tomlinson, sir

“Since the age of 13, I’ve wanted to be an actor or a singer. I always had a backup plan though - because I love kids, I decided it would be great to be a teacher. It would have been funny if Zayn and I had somehow ended up on the same course.”

Taste of fame

“I posted some clips on YouTube of me singing songs like The Fray’s ‘Look After You’ when I was about 15 or 16, to try and get some kind of feedback. There’s also a video on there of me performing as Danny in my school’s production of Grease. I loved being in that show, it was such a laugh, and I was really pleased to land the role of Danny as it was the first show I’d auditioned for.”

Fortune-teller

“A lot of kids complain about school, but I actually enjoyed it and I really miss it now. I remember one of my teachers saying to me when I was about 15, ‘I can tell by your personality that you’re going to go on to do big things.’”

The boys on Louis

Zayn: “He’s the joker! People always say Harry or Niall are the Robbie of the group but behind the scenes, it’s always Louis. He’s very much a rule breaker, doesn’t like to stick to the rules.”

Louis: “When we have to be professional I can be serious but I LOVE to have a laugh.”
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Harry

Name: Harry Edward Styles

Born: February 1, 1994

Star sign: Aquarius

Hometown: Cheshire, England

Eye color: Green

Fave aftershave: Bleu de Chanel

Fave grooming product: Shampoo – I use L’Oréal Elvive

Best thing about being in One Direction: The four guys that I’m with
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Born performer

“I started singing in primary school and was always in plays and shows, so I was performing from a young age. All I ever wanted to do was something that was well paid. I really liked the idea of being a singer, but I had no idea how to go about it.”

Early fame

“I formed a band called White Eskimo with some school friends. We performed locally and also won a battle of the bands competition. Winning that and playing to a lot of people really showed me that singing was what I wanted to do. I got such a thrill when I was in front of people that it made me want to do it more and more.”

Thanks, Mom!

“My mom is always telling me that I’m a good singer and it was her who put the X Factor application in for me. Obviously, I was hopeful that the judges would like me as well. It would have been a major setback in my plans for world domination if they hadn’t.”

The boys on Harry

Niall: “Curly!”

Louis: “He’s the cheeky one, definitely.”

Niall: “And he’s also curly.”

Louis: “He’s a massive flirt but also a great friend to all of us, very easy to talk to.”
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Zayn

Name: Zayn Jawaad Malik

Born: January 12, 1993

Star sign: Capricorn

Hometown: Bradford, England

Eye color: Hazel

Fave aftershave: Unforgivable by Sean John

Fave grooming product: Hair wax

Best thing about being in One Direction: All the free clothes and I get to do what I love every day
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Larger than life

“I’ve always been the loud one in my house. In fact, I was so hyperactive that once my mom even took me to the doctor.”

A different direction

“I’ve acted since I was 12 and I’ve been in a lot of shows because I was at a performing arts school. When I was younger, I always wanted to be an actor, but I also really liked the idea of becoming a drama teacher. Louis and I are very similar like that – he wanted to do the same.”

High hopes

“I remember my drama teacher telling me that if I carried on and worked hard I could really make something of myself, but I thought she probably said that to everyone so I took it with a pinch of salt.”

The boys on Zayn

Louis: “If I wanna break the rules or start being mischievous, he’s the one to do it with.”

Zayn: “No I’m not!”

Liam: “Zayn’s quite quiet as well. When he first meets someone he’s not as chatty.”

Zayn: “I was shy before the competition but now that I’ve been with the boys I’ve come out of my shell a bit.”
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Niall

Name: Niall James Horan

Born: September 13, 1993

Star sign: Virgo

Hometown: Westmeath, Ireland

Eye color: Blue

Fave aftershave: Armani Mania

Fave grooming product: L’Oréal Homme wax and clay

Best thing about being in One Direction: That we all get along
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Small town, big dreams

“The town where I live is really nice but quite small and there isn’t much for young people to do. I love playing guitar and I spent most of my time just hanging out with my friends or singing, and obviously all that singing is what led me to The X Factor.”

Talent spotted

“When I went to secondary school, everyone realized that I could sing, so I started entering talent shows and even won a few of them here and there. While I was doing one of the talent shows, a guy asked me if I wanted to take part in a local Stars in Their Eyes-type competition. Although I didn’t win, I got a lot of good local press, which was pretty cool.”

The boys on Niall

Harry: “Niall’s the one that we all envy because he gets to be really immature because he has a babyface. I’m the youngest, but everyone thinks he is.”

Liam: “He’s very carefree. I’d call him a free spirit.”









THE MAKING OF ONE DIRECTION

How the legend began…
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It seems strange now to think that the boys haven’t always been in a group. They each came to The X Factor as nervous solo artists, hoping against hope that this could be the day that their lives changed beyond all recognition. They all knew how important the auditions were. After all, there are TV shows and TV shows, but The X Factor is very special. Every wannabe singer in the UK would love to be on it.

 

But things didn’t go according to plan. Although all five boys performed very strongly and the judges liked them, it was felt they all lacked experience. And at the final stage it seemed like it was all over when the boys were told they hadn’t gotten through. They were gutted. Their dreams in tatters, they left the stage. Then someone said they wanted the guys on stage because the judges had an announcement to make. Harry, Louis, Liam, Niall and Zayn had no idea what was coming next.

 

Liam says, “When Nicole told us that she thought we were too talented to let us go and they wanted us to form a group, my head started spinning. She said, ‘You’re going to get the chance to see what it’s like to be a group.’ Then Simon told us that they’d decided to put us through to the Judges’ Houses and we had a real shot at the competition. I don’t think any of us knew what to say.”

 

“I was crying like a little baby.” Louis grins, laughing at the memory.

The boys screamed and hugged each other, jumping up and down in excitement. But moments later reality hit. Being in a band was a risk. What happened if they didn’t get on?

“When Simon told us that we were going to be part of a group, I whooped. And then I panicked. What if there was one person we didn’t get on with?” Harry remembers.

 


There was no precedent for this. It had never happened before. The boys were making X Factor history. But as the guys looked at each other, they all knew they were prepared to do whatever it took to get their chance.

 

Decision made, there was one thing they had to do and quickly. Find a name. The boys came up with lots of different ideas, but none of them seemed quite right. Then Harry had an idea. “We’ve all wanted the same thing from the start, so I came up with the name One Direction.”

 

As soon as Niall, Liam, Louis and Zayn heard it, they loved it. It just sounded right for them. It summed up exactly what they were about and it sounded good. And they certainly made their impact on the show. From the very beginning it was obvious that the boys had exactly the right attitude. And they were now all dedicated to making the group a success. And that’s what it takes to make it to the top: talent, hard work, team spirit and most of all, a positive attitude. The world had better get ready: One Direction had arrived.
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