
[image: 9781600610905_0001_001]



pretty little felts 
  mixed-media       crafts       to tickle       your fancy  








julie 
collings



[image: 9781600610905_0002_001]


NORTH LIGHT BOOKS
CINCINNATI , OHIO
www.mycraftivity.com


pretty little felts. Copyright © 2008 by Julie Collings. Manufactured in China. All rights reserved. It is permissible for the purchaser to make the projects contained herein solely for personal use. No other part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means including information storage and retrieval systems without permission in writing from the publisher, except by a reviewer, who may quote a brief passage in review. Published by North Light Books, an imprint of F+W Publications, Inc., 4700 East Galbraith Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45236. (800) 289-0963. First edition.

12 11 10 09 08 5 4 3 2 1

Distributed in Canada by Fraser Direct 
100 Armstrong Avenue 
Georgetown, ON, Canada L7G 5S4 
Tel: (905) 877-4411

Distributed in the U.K. and Europe by David & Charles 
Brunel House, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ12 4PU, England 
Tel: (+44) 1626 323200, Fax: (+44) 1626 323319 
E-mail: postmaster@davidandcharles.co.uk

Distributed in Australia by Capricorn Link 
P.O. Box 704, S. Windsor, NSW 2756 Australia 
Tel: (02) 4577-3555

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
Collings, Julie. 
  Pretty little felts : mixed-media crafts to tickle your fancy / by Julie Collings. 
    p. cm. 
ISBN-13: 978-1-60061-090-5 (alk. paper) 
eISBN: 978-1-4403-1560-2 
1. Felt work. I. Title. 
TT849.5.C62 2008 
746’.0463--dc22 
                                                2008010085

[image: 9781600610905_0003_002]


www.fwpublications.com





editor: JESSICA GORDON 
designer: JENNIFER HOFFMAN 
production coordinator: GREG NOCK 
photo stylist: JAN NICKUM 
photographers: CHRISTINE POLOMSKY, TIM GRONDIN & JOHN CARRICO, ADAM LEIGH-MANUELL, ADAM HENRY, ALIAS IMAGING, LLC




METRIC CONVERSION CHART 



	to convert    
	to 	multiply by


	inches 	centimeters 	2.54


	centimeters 	inches 	0.4


	feet 	centimeters 	30.5


	centimeters 	feet 	0.03


	yards 	meters 	0.9


	meters 	yards 	1.1


	sq. inches 	sq. centimeters     
	6.45


	sq. centimeters    
	sq. inches	0.16


	sq. feet	sq. meters	0.09


	sq. meters	sq. feet	10.8


	sq. yards	sq. meters	0.8


	sq. meters	sq. yards	1.2


	pounds	kilograms 	0.45


	kilograms 	pounds	2.2


	ounces	grams	28.3


	grams	ounces	0.035
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	introduction

FROM THE TIME WE WERE LITTLE GIRLS, MY FOUR CREATIVE SISTERS AND I WERE ALWAYS MAKING THINGS. We sewed and painted, glued and baked, and cut and colored. Our endless creative messes were the beginning of my adventures in crafting, which have continued into adulthood. Over the years, I have learned to knit, dye and even spin my own yarns. I love working with wool so much I nearly bought a sheep, but my husband said our neighbors would object.

As a compromise to owning an actual sheep, I began gathering bits of wool left over from sewing projects and taking apart old wool clothing to use in my designs. I love working with wool felt—it dyes beautifully, cuts and sews without fraying, and adds a soft organic feel to all my projects.

Throughout this book you’ll find unusual materials, such as metal screen from the hardware store and a vintage cardboard sewing kit, combined with wool felt (see the Quiet Book and the Needle Book respectively). Paper, metal, beads and glass are also mixed with wool to create lovely dimensionality and touchable textures in jewelry pieces such as the Felt Charm Bracelet. You’ll also find projects calling for unexpected elements, like a discarded book or a single vintage earring. Each found item adds a special touch. Look through your collection of quirky treasures and prized vintage finds and use them to create your own Pretty Little Felts.
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     materials     

The basic materials for making the projects in this book are felt, fabric, paper and glue. Pretty ribbons, beads, trims and threads add a lovely decorative touch to your pieces, while a bit of glass glitter and mica adds a gorgeous sparkle. I have used some vintage items from my collection that you can substitute with anything you like. Look through the things you have been drawn to and find a new way to use the treasures you have gathered. The resource list beginning on resources will help you locate any additional materials you may need.

WOOL FELT is becoming readily available and can be purchased by the square or by the yard. You may also find some great pieces of wool by deconstructing old clothing. You can felt wool to make a denser fabric, or leave it unfelted if it’s woven tightly enough that it won’t unravel when cut.

WOOL ROVING is a term used to describe wool fibers that have been washed and combed into a loose roll. Roving may be purchased dyed or undyed in bundles, hanks or by the foot.

PATTERNED COTTON FABRICS can be found at quilting or craft stores. Some vintage cotton pieces cut from old aprons or clothing have wonderful colors and retro designs and are a fun addition to your projects.

RIBBONS & TRIMS can be gathered from old sewing baskets, cut from worn doll clothes or purchased at a fabric store. Vintage ribbons and trims that have been stained and wrinkled can be lovely additions just as they are.

STRINGS used for crocheting and tatting can be found wound into balls around small pieces of cardboard tubing. The lovely threads can be used for embroidery and for tying on decorative elements. Wrap your strings around old wooden thread spools for easy use.

NEEDLES of several different sizes will be useful when making the projects in this book. Locate small, sharp hand-sewing needles for sewing thread, assorted embroidery needles in sizes 5 to 10 to accommodate one to six strands of floss, and a large-eyed sharp needle that will work with elastic stretch cord.

EMBROIDERY FLOSS is sold in small hanks of multi-stranded threads and can be separated for sewing fine details or used with several strands together for more defined stitches. Wool embroidery threads add a beautiful texture.

SEWING THREADS can be used with your sewing machine or for hand-stitching. Vintage spools of silk and mercerized cotton add a lovely sheen when stitched on wool felt.

SILK & VELVET FLOWERS from your craft store can be pulled off their plastic stems and sewn or glued onto your projects. Some of my favorites are old millinery flowers and pieces I have carefully removed from vintage ladies’ hats.

BEADS in all shapes and sizes can be purchased singly or in packets. Seed beads are small glass beads, sometimes lined in silver for extra sparkle, that can be sewn onto any kind of wool. Many old broken jewelry pieces can be carefully deconstructed so the beads can be used in new designs.

BUTTONS can be made from mother of pearl, plastic, metal, glass, rhinestones, enamel and carved bone. Look for unusual and decorative buttons to use in your projects.

GLASS GLITTER is actually made from shards of sparkling glass. It comes in many colors and can be purchased in an extra-fine to coarse grain. Take care when handling the glitter, as it is very sharp.

MICA is a shimmery mineral that can be processed into small flakes that add a beautiful vintage sparkle.

ACRYLIC PAINT & GESSO are used throughout the book to add color and texture. Fluid acrylics produce a more transparent wash of color while acrylic craft paint is thicker and more opaque.

PAINTBRUSHES in several sizes are very useful. A fine detail brush, a medium round brush and a large flat brush for acrylics are the three basic brushes to have on hand.

PAGES from old books, dictionaries, musical scores and magazines provide a varied collection of text and images.

TACKY GLUE is an all-purpose, versatile white glue that dries clear and works well with paper and fabric.

ACRYLIC GEL MEDIUM is transparent and works well as a final surface coat or sealer and also as a base coat for attaching dimensional items. Gel medium comes in either a gloss or matte finish.





Opposite page, clockwise from top left: glitter, strings, vintage beads, vintage music pages, dyed wool felt, vintage clip-on earrings and buttons, ribbon, vintage lace trim.
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     tools     

A collection of basic tools used for crafting will be all you need to complete most projects in this book. A sewing machine is used for a couple of projects, but you can easily substitute hand-sewing if desired.

SCISSORS for fabric and paper are used throughout the book. I mark my fabric scissors to remind my family to use them only on fabric. My favorite paper scissors are the small, sharp-pointed Fiskars.

PINKING SHEARS & SCALLOP-EDGE SHEARS for fabric cut a nice edge on wool felt. Many small decorative-edge scissors will work only on paper, so try them first before you buy them to use on felt.

METAL SNIPS are helpful for cutting metal and wire. I purchased them to cut up old tin containers, and they work very well.

A CRAFT KNIFE is perfect for cutting out fine detailed shapes in paper and cardboard. Replace your blade regularly so the knife cuts cleanly without tearing. Use a self-healing mat with your craft knife to protect your work surface, and use a metal-edge ruler for making straight cuts.

A ROTARY CUTTER makes smooth, even cuts through even thick wool felt. This tool is especially useful for cutting thin strips.

A CLEAR PLASTIC GRIDDED RULER with one metal edge and one beveled edge is indispensable for cutting and marking paper and fabric. The grid is helpful for measuring and marking evenly.

AN EYELET SETTER is used for setting eyelets by pressing the metal shaft into an even flange over paper or
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