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			“Andy Lee digs deep into the rich origins of scripture to help readers nourish their faith-roots and grow into flourishing women of Christ. Radiant Influence connects Esther’s story with our modern journey. I cannot recommend Lee’s writing more highly for such a time as this.”

			Tina Yeager, author, speaker, life coach, Flourish-Meant podcast host, 

			and Inkspirations Online publisher

			“Humility, realness, and wisdom absolutely radiate off of her, just as they do from the pages of this powerful and relevant Bible study. Do yourself a favor; come close and listen in. God is speaking through Andy Lee, and you don’t want to miss a word of it. “

			Hannah C. Hall, best-selling and award-winning author, blogger, and speaker

			“I believe God loves questions because He uses conversation to build relationship with us. For this reason, along with many others, I celebrate how Radiant Influence beautifully encourages readers to explore the mysteries of God. Instead of avoiding hard questions or potentially confusing text, we dive in to engage with God through active and prayerful study. Andy’s relatable stories easily prompt self-reflection and conversation as she guides readers to know God more in powerful and practical ways. “

			Jen Weaver, Ministry Coach, Author of A Wife’s Secret to Happiness

			“Even if you’ve never tried digging into archaeology, ancient history, or biblical languages before, with Andy as your guide, you’ll find yourself enthralled, equipped, and growing. Andy’s clever humor, sincere spirituality, and relatable stories draw you in and keep you engaged. She helps you step into familiar Bible stories and read them in new ways, finding fresh applications for your own walk with God. Radiant Influence is perfect for anyone seeking to deepen their own Bible study and would make a fantastic resource for small groups and book clubs!

			Elizabeth Laing Thompson, author of All the Feels, When God Says, “Wait,” 

			When God Says, “Go,” and When God Says, “No.”

			“Andy Lee is a true woman of The Word! Having spent many years researching for understanding of hard biblical truths she brings invaluable wisdom that will transform your life for the better through the pages of her recently published book you are holding in your hands.  Radiant Influence offers word wisdom we might otherwise overlook. Trust me when I say:  Andy’s influence will inspire you to pursue the heart of God – going deeper spiritually than you ever thought possible to transform your life for the better!”  

			LaTan Murphy, award-winning author of 

			Courageous Women of the Bible and co-host of Past to Power podcast.

			“Radiant Influence is just like Purim, it’s a feast. It offers the busy woman an opportunity to study the Bible but doesn’t skimp on serving up the very best. Andy Lee skillfully includes cultural knowledge, word studies, and most importantly honors the Jewishness of the book of Esther. You may think you know Esther well, but this study packs a banquet of knowledge into bite-sized lessons. If you enjoy a little meat in your bible study, Radiant Influence will not disappoint.”

			 Lauren Crews - author of Strength of a Woman: Why You Are Proverbs 31
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			To Lauren Lee Luce

			You are a woman of radiant influence. 

			The Lord’s love shines in your countenance, 

			and you are changing your world.
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			The Why Behind the 5

			As I began to write Radiant Influence, God whispered, “Andy, you have too many questions.” I knew He was right. (Of course, He’s right!) In our culture of drive-thrus, Door-Dash, and text messages, most of us don’t have time nor aptitude for long studies. Life isn’t like it was twenty years ago when I first started doing Bible study as a desperate young mom. No Facebook or Instagram. I didn’t have a computer yet! (Yes, I’m old.)

			The Lord’s whisper was followed by the number five…five questions, five days, five weeks. The Father is intentional in every detail, so I researched the meaning of the number five in Hebrew. Ya’ll, it’s so cool. The word is chamesh (khaw-maysh). Here are the meanings associated with five and the symbolism of the fifth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, the Hey:

			“Chamesh [f.], chameeshah [m.] Power, strength, alertness (wake-up!), Torah, grace, service, gospel, fruitfulness, going forth, fast movement, anointed, prayers, and protection…Fifth Hebrew letter: Hey Numerical value of five. Pictographic meaning breath, air, spirit, femininity, and behold (to make known)…Five is indicative of being filled, prepared, and empowered to go forth on whatever mission YHWH has given one to do.”1

			I was blown away. Read it again. I know I’m a word nerd, but each meaning made me want to jump up and down. I could not think of anything that so perfectly defined everything I hoped my Bible studies would do. It is my prayer that every woman who participates in a Busy Woman Bible Study is filled, prepared, and empowered to go forth on whatever mission YHWH has given her to do.  

			Dear sister, I pray this format blesses you, encourages you, and draws you closer to the King of kings, our Radiant King. Now that we’ve got the “why five” behind us, it’s time to learn the why behind this beloved story, and why we read our Bible. 

			It may surprise you.

			Andy

			Start with God

			#radiantInfluence

			Introduction

			I wish you could see him. My faithful kitty Hank is lying next to my computer as I type. He’s my buddy. He’s pretty constant (for a cat). We need living beings in our life who are constant, people (and pets) we can depend on. Hank, my husband, and my BFFs are my constants. The Bible is too, so when I unearthed controversy in my research, it caused me to lose my breath for a moment. I had to regroup and dig further. 

			That’s what happened when I began writing this study. I came upon a road bump concerning the authenticity of Esther. So, before we start this adventure, I want to take you back to the purpose of the Bible, because that’s where I had to go. 

			Usually, we read the Bible to see what it says to us, but the Bible exists first and foremost to tell us about God. That’s where we’re going to start. With God. His goodness, kindness, and faithfulness. Close your eyes and take a deep breath. Let it out slowly. Spend a moment thanking him and worshiping before you read on. 

			COntroversy

			We begin with God himself because mystery and controversy hover over the book of Esther. Names and dates don’t line up. It was not found in the Dead Sea Scrolls, which indicates the Qumran community, a revered holy Jewish sect, may not have accepted Esther as Scripture.2 This community set themselves apart from the world to focus on God and the Torah. They were commended for their faith and sacrificial lifestyle.

			I had to ask myself, “How do I write a Bible study on a book that some do not consider an actual event?” After much prayer, I found a solution. Rather than focusing on the details, I would focus on what the story teaches me about God Himself. Remember, that’s who the Bible is about. Even if the historical facts aren’t accurate, names misconstrued, and the story exaggerated in parts, an essential truth holds the narrative together. That truth is the goodness of God. 

			The controversy of Esther’s historical proof 

			does not change that.

			Despite the controversy, there are reasons to believe Esther did happen. One of those is the festival called Purim. This is the festival ordained by Esther to remind the Jewish people of God’s salvation. An entire nation still celebrates this holiday, and the book of Esther is read aloud every year during Purim. Surely thousands of years of tradition prove its authenticity and relevance. 

			There is also proof that Jesus celebrated Purim. In the fifth chapter of John Jesus travelled to Jerusalem to celebrate a feast that fell on a Sabbath. The only feast that occurred on a Sabbath in the years of 25–35 C.E. was Purim.3 

			This is all I need to believe in the 

			truth and relevance of Esther. 

			Why am I telling you about this debate when I believe that all the Bible was inspired by God? I think it’s important to study a scripture from all angles. It’s healthy to question and recognize other’s beliefs. This makes us do our homework. It makes our conviction stronger. I’m the last person who will jump into debate, but if we don’t question, and we don’t study beyond what we’ve always been taught, our faith will be static. 

			Also, it’s necessary to study outside our Christian perspective and study Jewish commentary and rabbinical interpretation. Analyzing these references help us better understand historical and literary context. Don’t forget we’ve been grafted in, adopted into their family. 

			If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, do not consider yourself to be superior to those other branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you. You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in.”  Granted. But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but tremble.  For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either.

			 Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off.  And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again (Romans 11: 17–23 NIV).

			God loves His first chosen people. Please don’t forget that the story of Esther is theirs. Though thousands of years separate us from Esther, God’s saving arm and Presence will never change, nor His words. What God did for Esther and her people, He has and will do for you. Though we need to know the details, we can’t get lost in debates or questions. Just look for everything this wonderful story tells you about God. Remember to ask yourself that question first, then apply the truth to your life. When we study this way, His spirit, His truth, and radiant influence will change us, which in turn will change our world. 

			Breathe deep. 

			Let’s begin.

			Week One

			#radiantInfluence

			Day 1

			Convinced

			I know we want to jump into the book of Esther, but first, I want to set the stage of our study on influence. The themes we will come back to time and time again are purpose, presence, and identity. 

			Surely, none of us would be where we are today without the people of faith whom the Lord deposited into our lives and hearts. God faithfully places people along our path who live by faith and not by sight. Their faith is contagious. It draws us in and makes us hungry to know God. 

			As we study Esther, we’ll see the influence of Mordecai, her adoptive father. Most of the time we focus on Esther, but if it hadn’t been for Mordecai, the ending would not have been the same.

			Those people in my life whose faith influenced mine include those who at times struggled to believe when life got hard. It wasn’t their perfect walk that drew me near. Sometimes it was their struggle that forced me to do my own reckoning of faith, to get on my knees, search deep the scriptures, and find truth for myself. 

			The relationships that affected my trust in God include three women who I know are watching from above. They are three generations of faith lived out through disease and death. Though my grandmother, mother, and sister may have questioned why, they never questioned the reality or goodness of God. And neither will I.

			[image: ] Daily Reading 

			Our study’s foundational scripture:

			“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:14–17 NIV emphasis mine).

			Sidenote: Have you ever considered that when Paul wrote that all Scripture is “God-breathed,” the Scripture Timothy had at the time was the Old Testament? The New Testament had not been collected, some not even written. Therefore, we should study the Old Testament, too. Anyway, let’s dig in. 

			This admonition was Paul’s final instruction to Timothy. What reason does Paul give Timothy to continue in his conviction or assurance of Scripture’s truth?

			List the people in your life whose faith helps you believe in the truth of the Bible. 

			Choose one of those names and write down how her life encourages your faith.

			According to this passage, for what purpose is every scripture God-breathed? 

			Reread verse 14. Are you convinced of the truth of the Bible even if Esther is not a historical story? Why or why not?

			[image: ]Journal 

			Write a prayer asking God to give you a deeper revelation and understanding of Him and a stronger conviction of your faith as you study Esther. 

			[image: ]Word Study

			The word convinced was translated from Pistoo (pis-to’-o.) It’s only found in this verse in the entire Bible, which I think is really interesting. The root of this word is Pistos.

				Convinced - Greek Strong’s Number 4103

			πιστóς pistós, pis-tos’; objectively, trustworthy; subjectively, trustful:—believe(-ing, -r), faithful(-ly), sure, true.

			Circle the word faithful. 

			Assurance and conviction cultivate faithfulness. I know faithfulness comes easier when we have no doubts, but I’ve experienced that clinging to my faith, even in seasons of doubt, strengthens it. 

			Faithfulness, however, is a two-way street. Though it seems our conviction depends on us, the One whom we have been called to believe in is faithful. He is faithful. This is why we can be confident in our convictions. 

			[image: ] Hold His Hand

			“Father, You are faithful. Thank You for the faithful believers You place in my life to help me believe. Lord, strengthen my faith. I want to be pistoo (pis-to’-o.) I want to be that faithful, gut-wrenching woman of faith for others. I want my pistoo (pis-to’-o) to change the world. Use me. Amen.” 

			[image: ] Question for Group Discussion

			How does our ability to perceive God’s faithfulness affect our conviction? How can being convinced affect our faithfulness to God? Share an example from your life.

			Day 2

			When Pain Paves the Way

			I recently read The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom. If you haven’t watched the movie or read the story, I recommend doing so, but I must warn you, it’s sad. Her family owned a small clock and watch shop in Haarlem, Netherlands, during World War II. Their shop became an intricate part of the underground effort to help Jews, and they housed and hid Jews who had nowhere to go. Though Christians, they were imprisoned in German concentration camps when they were caught. 

			After months of internment, Betsie and Corrie were moved to one of the harshest camps. In their new barracks, Corrie discovered their mattresses were riddled with fleas. She cried out to Betsy, and they began to pray. Betsie, who always found good in everything told Corrie they should give
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					Please mention the book on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, or your blog.

					Recommend this book to your small group, book club, and workplace.

					Head over to Facebook.com/CrossRiverMedia, ‘Like’ the page and post a comment as to what you enjoyed the most.

					Pick up a copy for someone you know who would be challenged or encouraged by this message.

					Write a review on Amazon, Barnes and Noble, Walmart or Goodreads. 

					To learn about our latest releases subscribe to our newsletter at www.CrossRiverMedia.com.
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