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Greetings readers! You reading this now proves you’re ready to take that next step in your writing/publishing world! If you have published before and want to to learn something new, I guarantee you these tips will help aid you! 
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HI, my artist name is Melody Hope. I’ve been writing since I was ten! My first little stories went up on Smashwords when I was a teenager. Actually, they’re still there! Free too!

I’m dyslexic and have an academic learning disability. I wasn’t the best in school, although I tried my best. Today, I still sometimes find I can’t spell! You get used to googling or asking a friend! I was laughed at when I said I wanted to be an author. Which, of course, made me try that much harder to make that a reality. 

When I felt ready I wrote my first book Beyond the Music on Amazon’s KDP publishing services. Later, I put My Nana’s Purse and Secrets of the Ocean to both physical and digital copies. 

Learning to independently publish is quite the learning curve. With this guide it’s my hope to save you time, research, and headaches! I’m going to walk you through a series of things to consider for when you’re ready to begin your author journey. When starting anything new there’s always bumps in the road. My goal is to make this journey as smooth as it can be! 
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CHOOSING A PUBLISHING COMPANY 
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Smashwords 
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Smashwords was easy. It costs nothing! You will need to provide your own cover photo for your e-book. You do set your own price and last I knew they do ask a percent from your profits. But, it is free to use their services and they will send your book to Barns and Noble! 

Smashwords has a cute author page you can put your profile, bio, and has a list of your books. The dashboard keeps track of all the downloads and shows who even may have “favorited” you. Overall Smashwords was simple and easy to use! I would have loved a physical copy and I did feel that maybe my book got buried. Even with that thought, I did get pretty good foot traffic. Even today I’ll get notified that someone downloaded my book! With years of no advertising. So, something was still working in my favor.

Amazon KDP
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Amazon KDP is similar. It’s more modernized, though. The difference is that it has a physical copy choice. (Your document does have to meet a certain criteria before it’s accepted, too. I found that to be a little more work on my part.) You can upload your own cover, but Amazon does provide free photos for you to choose from! You do share a percent with Amazon with all your book sales, but everything is free to use. Fun perk of Amazon is that it has a cover photo art editor, and you can see what it will look like inside before you publish it. 

Amazon’s author page is something I personally found a little difficult to find and navigate, but not impossible. The stats was also a little confusing to me as well. (That could be my dyslexia talking.)  But, overall I found Amazon to fit my needs! 

Draft2Digital
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Draft2Digital is the publishing site I used for this publishing guide. It’s not only simple, but they’ve partnered with other bookstores. So, instead of having one or two avenues for your book(s), you’ll have many! Barns and Noble, Smashwords, Amazon, Apple, so on! What I’m also loving about this publishing site is that you have the option to use both e-book or print options. They make it very easy. The most easy publishing site in my opinion. 

The only con I have run into is that it shares a precent with your sales. But, only 10%! Really, is that even a con? Ultimately, it’s up to you to figure out if any of the above choices will be a good fit for you. They are all easy to figure out, really. 

Barns and Nobel press
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I have not used this publishing company. But, if your a huge fan of their stores you know they have millions of followers that buy their books. It could work in your favor to publish through them if you feel that is your best fit. How nice is it to search their website and your book is sitting among them! (That, my dear reader, is a good feeling!)
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KEEP IN MIND FOR EDITING
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When you’re publishing independently it can be hard to edit your own work. Even if you’re good at it. If you’re on a budget ask some friends to look it over for your and give their honest opinions. Give them that highlighter and red pen! 

You could go to editors, but it may cost a little bit of money. If that’s something you wish to do there are ways to find a decent editor for a good deal. Don’t neglect posting to ask if anyone does that kind of thing. You never know if someone you know has a niche for grammar/editing! 

Don’t neglect advertising a need for an editor on socials, check Upwork, LinkedIn, and search through those hashtags! They are there for a reason! It’s usually not that hard to find someone who can edit something decently. Even if they’re not considered “professional.”  

Some of the publishing companies mentioned above will let you re-upload your book if you find an error. Amazon and Draft2Digital for sure. I didn’t find it the case with Smashwords. It has been many years since I’ve published through them, though. It is likely all of them do have that option. (Draft2Digital may charge to fix a published hard copy.)

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

BOOK COVER
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Ask your artistic friends 
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Some people are really artsy! I have even asked friends who had more of artistic eye in this area to help me out!
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DIY
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If you can make your book cover, then go for it! Never underestimate taking a photo with a camera, smart phone, or tablet. I’ve done that before too! 
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Search for graphic designers 
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You can also look for someone who does graphic designing too. Again, look things up on social media! Hashtags are there for a reason! Again, you can use Upwork, LinkedIn, or Etsy for this too. 

If you choose Amazon, remember, that Amazon offers a book cover editor and free usable pictures!
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ADVERTISING
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Business cards
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Business cards aren’t a bad idea! It’s a good way to get your name up on all those boards in gas stations, restaurants, stores, and any place you can think of that may allow you to place multiple. Plus, you never know when you may have a conversation about what you’re doing to someone. Give them out like confetti! 

––––––––
[image: ]


Newspaper 
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Use your local newspaper to advantage! People may be more inclined to check out a local author!

Ask and see if your local paper does Business Stories. Business stories are free when you just start your business! They’ll interview you, take a picture, and write a whole page on what you have to tell them about yourself, your business, and/or latest/first book! 
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Shops
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If you support small business in your local area, make sure to go into those shops and ask if they would put a couple of your books in their store! Especially the ones that get more of a tourist attraction! These could include trinket stores, local home made arts, flower shops, resale stores, and such. 
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Social Media 

––––––––
[image: ]


Social media is where it’s at nowadays! You post once and wait for the magic to happen, right? Nope! It’s good to find many different ways to post the same thing but feels new to the viewers. People forget or get lazy and “fans” need reminders. Use all your socials if you can. Create deals. Do a free book giveaway
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