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      "An atmospheric mystery with a heart! Murder on the Canvas is not only a gripping whodunit but also a love letter to art and creativity. Cassandra Fairweather is a character you’ll root for—she’s sharp, compassionate, and full of surprises. The perfect cozy read for a rainy afternoon!"

      

      
        
        ~ Samantha L

      

      

      "This book has everything I love about the cozy mystery genre: a picturesque setting, a cast of quirky suspects, and a clever sleuth. The art retreat is the perfect backdrop for a murder mystery, and the twists and turns kept me hooked. I can't wait for the next book in the series!”

      

      
        
        ~ Emily R

      

      

      

      “Brilliantly plotted and filled with rich, atmospheric details. I loved the interplay of art and mystery—it added so much depth to the story. The suspects are multidimensional, and the reveal was as satisfying as it was surprising. Highly recommend”

      
        
        ~ Megan W.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            ABOUT THIS BOOK

          

        

      

    

    
      An art auction, a missing masterpiece, and a killer hiding in plain sight…

      

      Fresh off solving the shocking murder of a famous art critic, Cassandra Fairweather is ready to leave crime-solving behind and focus on what she loves most—running the Willow Hollow Art Retreat. But when an exclusive charity art auction at the retreat takes a deadly turn, Cassandra finds herself entangled in yet another mystery.

      The night of the auction, the prized painting—a long-lost masterpiece rumored to hold a hidden message—is dramatically revealed for the first time. But before the highest bidder can claim it, the painting vanishes… and the event’s most esteemed guest is found dead in the gallery, his body staged like a work of art.

      With whispers of forgery, deception, and stolen identities, Cassandra must navigate a web of intrigue stretching from Montana’s mountain town to the high-stakes world of art collectors. Who wanted the painting so badly they’d kill for it? And what secret was hidden within the frame?

      As tensions rise and another guest disappears, Cassandra’s sleuthing skills will be put to the test once more. But will she uncover the truth before the real killer decides she’s seen too much?
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            A NIGHT OF ELEGANCE… AND INTRIGUE

          

        

      

    

    
      The Willow Hollow Art Retreat had never looked more dazzling. The great hall of the rustic yet elegant lodge was aglow with candlelight, its high wooden beams adorned with twinkling fairy lights. The scent of pine and polished oak mingled with the subtle fragrance of wine and expensive perfume as art collectors, gallery owners, and artists mingled, their voices a refined hum of conversation.

      Cassandra Fairweather stood near the grand fireplace, watching as guests admired the curated selection of paintings up for auction. This was her biggest event yet—a charity auction meant to support emerging artists while drawing in the kind of elite buyers who could put Willow Hollow on the map.

      But despite the air of celebration, she couldn’t shake a peculiar sense of unease.

      Her gaze landed on the centerpiece of the evening, the crowning jewel of the collection—a stunning 19th-century painting believed to be a lost work of the legendary artist Philippe Deneuve. The painting, titled The Lady in Blue, depicted an enigmatic woman seated by a window, her face half-hidden in shadow. The detail was exquisite, the brushstrokes fluid and haunting.

      And tonight, it was expected to fetch a record-breaking sum.

      As Cassandra took a sip of champagne, she listened to the murmured speculations surrounding the painting.

      “This is history in the making,” whispered Vincent Romano, a silver-haired billionaire collector, his gaze fixed on The Lady in Blue as if hypnotized. “I’d wager a fortune this is the real thing.”

      “A fortune you’ll soon part with, I imagine,” Eva Sinclair, an ambitious gallery owner, teased with a smile. “I hear you never let a masterpiece slip through your fingers.”

      Nearby, Derek Caldwell, a suave art dealer in a tailored suit, chuckled. “That’s the thing about lost art—sometimes it’s best left lost. If it’s real, it belongs in a museum. If it’s a fake, well… someone here’s in for an expensive embarrassment.”

      Cassandra noted the way his eyes lingered on the painting. Was it curiosity, or something else?

      Just beyond the crowd, Beatrice Lorne, a once-famous artist whose career had faded into obscurity, stood with her arms folded, studying the painting with an unreadable expression. She wasn’t bidding tonight—Cassandra knew she could barely afford her next month’s rent, let alone a multimillion-dollar masterpiece.

      Yet something in her stance told Cassandra that The Lady in Blue meant something to her.

      Before she could dwell on it further, the deep voice of Hugo Belcourt, the night’s esteemed guest and leading art historian, rang out across the hall.

      “Ladies and gentlemen, if you would please take your seats, we are ready to begin the auction!”

      The energy in the room shifted as guests moved toward their designated tables, murmuring with excitement. Cassandra took her place at the front of the room, ready to oversee the proceedings.

      Hugo stood at the podium, his authoritative presence commanding attention. “Tonight’s auction is a celebration of art, creativity, and the enduring legacy of artistic brilliance. And so, without further ado, let us begin.”

      The first few lots were met with polite enthusiasm—fine landscapes, contemporary sculptures, and impressionist pieces exchanged hands for generous sums.

      But when it came time for The Lady in Blue, the tension in the room sharpened.

      A hush fell as the painting was carefully unveiled, displayed beneath a spotlight. Cassandra held her breath, taking in the way the oil paint shimmered under the golden light.

      “The starting bid,” Hugo announced, “is five hundred thousand dollars.”

      Silence.

      Then, Vincent Romano raised his paddle. “Five hundred thousand.”

      Eva Sinclair smirked, lifting her own. “Six hundred thousand.”

      Derek Caldwell leaned back, his expression unreadable. “Seven hundred thousand.”

      Beatrice Lorne gripped the edge of the table, her knuckles white, but she said nothing.

      Hugo nodded approvingly. “One million dollars.”

      More paddles shot up. The air buzzed with excitement. This was no ordinary sale—this was a battle.

      Then, just as Vincent Romano lifted his paddle again, the lights flickered.

      A gasp rippled through the room as the chandelier above dimmed, then went out entirely.

      For a brief moment, the auction was plunged into complete darkness.

      Cassandra’s pulse quickened. A murmur of confusion spread among the guests. Someone knocked over a glass, the sharp sound breaking the silence.

      And then⁠—

      The lights came back.

      A collective gasp.

      The painting was gone.

      The frame stood empty, the velvet drape behind it now bare.

      A single, stunned moment of silence⁠—

      Then chaos erupted.

    

  

OEBPS/images/cassandralogos1-2.jpg





OEBPS/toc.xhtml

  
    Contents


    
      		Cover


      		
        Title Page
      


      		
        Contents
      


      		
        Montana Cozy Art Mysteries
      


      		
        Join The Club
      


      		
        Praise for the Montana Cozy Art Mysteries Series
      


      		
        About this book
      


      		
        1. A Night of Elegance… and Intrigue
      


      		
        2. A Shocking Discovery
      


      		
        3. Murder As Art
      


      		
        4. A Murderer In Their Midst
      


      		
        5. A Canvas of Secrets
      


      		
        6. Stolen…Or A Forgery?
      


      		
        7. I Don’t Think It’s Real
      


      		
        8. A Careful Mask
      


      		
        9. A Shocking Clue
      


      		
        10. A Trail of Forgeries
      


      		
        11. The Whisper of a Forgery Ring
      


      		
        12. The Collector’s Lies
      


      		
        13. The Painting That Shouldn’t Exist
      


      		
        14. A Dangerous Clue
      


      		
        15. The Missing Frame
      


      		
        16. A Second Murder Attempt
      


      		
        17. The Final Brushstroke
      


      		
        18. The Confession
      


      		
        19. A New Beginning
      


      		
        Author’s Note
      


      		
        Excerpt: Murder on The Canvas
      


      		
        Excerpt: The Italian Billionaire’s Scandalous Marriage
        
          		
            The Italian Billionaire’s Scandalous Marriage
          


          		
            Praise for The Italian Billionaire’s Scandalous Marriage
          


          		
            Prologue
          


          		
            Chapter 1
          


          		
            Chapter 2
          


          		
            Chapter 3
          


        


      


      		
        About The Author
      


      		
        By Mollie Mathews
      


      		
        Copyright
      


    


  
  
    
      		Cover


      		Title Page


      		Contents


      		Beginning


      		About The Author


      		Copyright


    


  



This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.


OEBPS/images/free-twist-of-fate-newsletter-signup-bookbrushimage-2024-4-5-14-3333.jpg
okkkk

‘A fun, spark-
filled short
story. Full of
quirky humor
and the
promise of
romance.’

FREE
BOOK!






OEBPS/images/murder-in-the-frame-template-cozy-mysteries-5-x-8--ebook-cover.jpg
MURDE
BRUSHS

O ERE e R
ERE ART MEETS DER,

SECRETS HIDE IN EVERY
ROKE...

THRILLING! A CLEVER
BLEND OF ART,
INTRIGUE, AND

SUSPENSE, WRAPPED

UP IN A COZY
MONTANA SETTING.” T \

=
“ABSOLUTELY = &

Wn‘g author






