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					Born in Boulogne-Billancourt (France) in 1970.

					Notable works:	I Wish Someone Were Waiting for Me Somewhere (1999), short story collection

	95 Pounds of Hope (2002), novel
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			Anna Gavalda is a French writer who was born in a Parisian suburb in 1970. After completing a Master’s degree in modern literature, she worked as a florist, a French teacher and a veterinary assistant before turning her hand to writing.

			In 1999, she was awarded the RTL-Lire prize for her short story collection I Wish Someone Were Waiting for Me Somewhere, which was originally published in French as Je voudrais que quelqu’un m’attende quelque part. Her first full-length novel, Someone I Loved, was published in French under the name Je l’aimais in 2003, and was adapted into a film directed by Zabou Breitman and starring Daniel Auteuil in 2009. Hunting and Gathering was published in French as Ensemble, c’est tout in 2004, and met with tremendous success. It was adapted into a film directed by Claude Berri in 2007.

		


		
			Hunting and Gathering

			A faithful portrait of contemporary life

			
					Genre: novel

					Reference edition: Gavalda, A. (2007) Hunting and Gathering. Trans. Anderson, A. Croydon: Vintage.

					1st edition: 2004

					Themes: chance encounters, cohabitation, old age, loneliness, work, love

			

			Hunting and Gathering is set in an upper-class Parisian neighbourhood in the early 2000s. It tells the story of four people who appear to have nothing in common at first glance: Philibert, an aristocrat who is utterly unequipped to deal with modern life; Camille, a penniless young woman who is at her lowest ebb; Franck, a talented but uncouth chef; and Paulette, a grandmother approaching the end of her life. However, against all odds, this mismatched group of people are drawn together for the happiest period of their lives.

			Gavalda’s novel revolves around the ways these four characters meet and help each other – often in spite of themselves – when faced with the various trials and tribulations of modern life, from shyness and stammering to overwork, familial responsibilities and even homelessness.

		


		
			Summary

			A cry for help

			Camille Fauque, a 25-year-old woman who has been left homeless, goes to visit a pair of acquaintances to ask for their help in a desperate bid to change her circumstances. Pierre and Mathilde Kessler let her stay with them for the night, then suggest that she could stay in a maid’s room they own in an otherwise upmarket block of flats near the Eiffel Tower. Camille accepts their offer and moves into the tiny room, which does not have heating or a bathroom. She survives as best she can, and starts working for an office cleaning company in the evenings. She has no family or friends, and leads a cheerless life of hardship. In fact, she deliberately isolates herself from others because she is afraid of being hurt, until the day she meets Philibert, one of her neighbours.

			Philibert Marquet de la Durbellière is an aristocrat, and his flat, which belongs to his family, is more than 300 m2. Although he is cripplingly shy, he accepts Camille’s invitation to have dinner with her. However, he grows concerned for the young woman’s welfare after seeing her dire living conditions. Shortly after they dine together, he visits Camille’s flat again because it is a bitterly cold night and he is worried about her, as he knows that she does not have heating in her room. He finds her shivering, feverish and on the brink of unconsciousness, and decides to go against everything his strict, overwhelmingly conservative upbringing taught him and brings her to his own flat, intending to let her stay there until she has recovered. This decision will prove to be a critical turning point in the lives of all the novel’s protagonists, as they will all eventually find happiness as a result.

			However, Philibert’s flatmate Franck, a chef who works in a restaurant in Paris, does not take kindly to Camille’s arrival. Franck is somewhat uncouth, and is only interested in music, his motorcycle and his endless string of girlfriends. His only family is his elderly grandmother, Paulette, who raised him, but whom he has unwillingly placed in a retirement home. Paulette has felt abandoned by him ever since, and their relationship is as strained as the relationship between Camille and Franck, who do not get along.

			Camille gets back on her feet and goes back to work, but she does not want to move out of Philibert’s apartment, as she has grown fond of him and she feels at home there, despite Franck’s presence. She gradually rekindles her passion for drawing, which she had previously given up on even though she is immensely talented at it.

			Over the course of the following pages, the reader discovers Camille’s backstory: her father died when she was young, and her mother’s struggles with depression and suicidal tendencies made her life a living hell.

			Blossoming relationships

			The New Year is approaching, and Philibert goes to visit his family for the holidays, leaving Camille and Franck alone in the apartment. Although he is reluctant to admit it, Franck is beginning to develop feelings for the young woman, and decides to let a glimpse of his real personality shine through. He suggests that she could come to work at the restaurant on New Year’s Eve. Camille agrees, and has a wonderful time. After discovering what Franck is like at work and seeing how much his colleagues respect him, he goes up in her estimation.

			When Philibert returns, all three of them have dinner together, feeling glad to be reunited with each other.

			Franck makes plans to visit some friends the following weekend; they are farmers, and are intending to slaughter a pig. He invites Camille to join him, and she accepts. She brings her sketchpads, and spends the whole weekend drawing. On their way back they stop off to visit Paulette, who is thrilled to meet Camille, and the two women click instantly.

			Shortly afterwards, Camille makes a momentous decision: to seriously commit herself to her art. To do so, she moves into one of the empty rooms in the apartment and quits her job. On her birthday, she has lunch at the restaurant with Franck, Philibert and Paulette. They all have a wonderful day, but it turns bittersweet when the time comes to take Paulette back to the nursing home, and they decide to bring her back to live with them in Paris.

			Paulette is very happy to be out of the retirement home, and she gradually adjusts to her new life. During the day, Camille looks after her, prepares her meals and goes for walks with her. Camille also takes her drawings to Pierre Kessler’s gallery, as he wants to exhibit them.

			One day, when Camille is feeling particularly dispirited, she has a heart-to-heart with Franck, who has fallen in love with her. She confides in him, revealing that her life has always been marred by hardship: her parents had an unhappy marriage, and her father led a double life with another woman, with whom he had another child. Her mother was clinically depressed and threatened to kill herself if he ever left her for good. One day, her father fell from a building and was killed on impact; although nothing was ever proven, it was thought to be suicide. He left a large sum of money to Camille, who used it to escape her mother’s clutches and enrol at the Beaux-Arts, a highly renowned art college. During her studies, she had a brief relationship with a painter with a drug addiction, before working for a forger and eventually ending up on the street. That was when the Kesslers offered to let her lodge in the maid’s room they owned, which led her to meet Philibert.

			After Camille tells Franck her life story, their relationship blossoms into a romance.

			A happier life

			Paulette’s health begins to deteriorate, and Franck exchanges his motorcycle for a car that they use to go to the countryside every Sunday in order to spend the day at the old woman’s home there.

			Philibert decides to overcome his shyness by taking drama classes, where he meets a young woman called Suzy whom he then marries.

			The following summer, Franck remains in Paris with his job, Philibert and Suzy leave for their honeymoon, and Camille and Paulette go to the countryside. The old woman’s health has deteriorated even further, and one day she takes a nap in the garden and never wakes up.

			After the funeral, Camille decides to exhibit her drawings, but she is devastated when Franck announces that he will soon be moving to London, where he has been offered a new job. However, at the last moment he decides to stay in France with her.

			Shortly afterwards, Franck opens his own restaurant in Paris. Philibert begins working there as a waiter, and Camille, who has got in touch with her half-sister and become friends with her, exhibits her drawings on the walls.

		


		
			Character study

			Camille

			Camille is 25 years old at the start of the novel. She has been left utterly isolated because she is estranged from her mother, with whom she has an extremely turbulent relationship, and she works as an office cleaning lady in the evenings. She is very thin because she barely eats.

			The only people she knows in Paris are Pierre and Mathilde Kessler, who own an art gallery. She met them while she was studying at the Beaux-Arts, but she has completely given up on drawing in spite of her tremendous talent.

			Camille has led a difficult life: she was robbed of a happy childhood because of her father’s death and her mother’s selfishness, and she left home to fend for herself when she was very young. She has low self-confidence and trust issues, and does not allow herself to get close to people for fear of getting hurt. However, her walls begin to come down after she meets Philibert, and she even helps him to come out of his own shell. While she is staying with Philibert, she meets Franck, and eventually falls in love with him.

			Philibert

			Philibert is from a family of aristocrats who have lost their fortune. He lives in an enormous apartment in Paris which he has been tasked with overseeing because of a feud with his cousins over inheritance.

			Although he is exceptionally intelligent, and is particularly knowledgeable about history, he was unable to complete his studies because of his crippling shyness, which makes it almost impossible for him to speak in public. As a result, his job is to sell post cards in a museum gift shop.

			He comes across as awkward and eccentric because of his formal manner of speaking and his outdated mannerisms. When Camille falls ill, he casts aside his usual reservations to rescue her and bring her to his own home. However, the repercussions of this simple act will change all their lives.

			Franck

			Franck is Philibert’s flatmate, and seems quite rough around the edges at the start of the novel. However, he gradually reveals a much softer, more sensitive side of himself as the story unfolds.

			Much like the other characters, he has led a difficult life: when he was very young he was abandoned by his mother, who left him to be raised by his grandparents. As an adult, the only family he has left is his grandmother, but his circumstances left him with no choice but to place her in a nursing home.

			He works as a restaurant chef six days a week, but spends every Monday – his only day off – with his grandmother. His other main interests are his motorcycle and his steady stream of girlfriends.

			Although he and Camille initially get off on the wrong foot, they gradually grow closer until Franck eventually realises that he has fallen in love with her.

			Paulette

			Paulette is Franck’s grandmother, and raised him after his mother abandoned him; she is now the only family he has left
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