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This book is dedicated to my family—Kelly Rose; Mike Peters; Sean Rose; Stefanie, Will, Trey, and Arianna Scott; and Logan Peters.

A special remembrance to my husband, Bill Finch, whose spirit goes with me every step of the way through life’s journey.


All the information in this guidebook is subject to change. We recommend that you call ahead to obtain current information before traveling.




About the Author

Jackie Sheckler Finch has written about a wide array of topics—from birth to death, with all the joy and sorrow in between. An award-winning journalist and photographer, Jackie has done more than a dozen travel guidebooks for Globe Pequot and is a member of the Society of American Travel Writers and the Midwest Travel Journalists Association. She has been named the Mark Twain Travel Writer of the Year a record five times, in 1998, 2001, 2003, 2007, and 2012. She became a Hoosier more than three decades ago when she moved from Massachusetts to become city reporter for The Herald-Times in Bloomington, Indiana. One of her greatest joys is taking to the road to find the fascinating people and places that wait over the hill and around the next bend.
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Introduction


When you visit Indiana, it’s best to leave preconceived notions behind. There’s a lot more to the state than the Indianapolis 500 and cornfields. State highways and byways lead to some of the finest travel gems in the nation. There are natural wonders and man-made splendors, irreplaceable slices of Americana and futuristic marvels, places stately and sublime, others weird and wacky—a cornucopia of attractions, restaurants, and inns that for the most part lie off the well-trodden paths and are overlooked by major travel guides.

The most difficult part of writing this book was deciding not what to include but what, because of space limitations, to leave out. Therefore, what you will find within these pages is merely a sampling of all that Indiana has to offer. It is my sincere hope that this book will help awaken your sense of adventure and encourage you to seek out other such places on your own.

Indiana’s geography is sometimes a bit puzzling to strangers. They are often surprised to learn that South Bend is one of the northernmost cities in the state, while North Vernon is not far from the Ohio River, which forms Indiana’s southern boundary. Along the Ohio-Indiana border on the east lies West College Corner, while way down in the southwest corner, just across the Wabash River from Illinois, there’s East Mt. Carmel. And the towns of Center, Center Square, and Centerville are about as off-center as you can get.

To further confuse the traveler, a look at the official state road map (available free from the Indiana Department of Transportation, 100 N. Senate Ave., Indianapolis 46204; 855-463-6848; in.gov/indot) reveals four Buena Vistas, three Fairviews, three Georgetowns, three Jamestowns, two Klondykes and one Klondike, three Mechanicsburgs, four Millersburgs, five Mt. Pleasants, three Needmores, and four Salems. Pairs of towns with the same name are too numerous to mention, but would you believe two Pumpkin Centers? No wonder the US Postal Service insists on zip codes!

But never mind—this book will at least put you in the right county. And if you do get lost, you’re likely to meet such warm, friendly people along the way that you won’t mind it a bit. Please note that state roads mentioned in this book are designated by SR and county roads are designated by CR.

If all else fails, you can call the Indiana tourism hotline for help. Dial (800) 677-9800 or (800) 289-6646 to request free printed materials that will help you plan your itinerary. The toll-free numbers are answered 24 hours a day and are accessible from anywhere in the contiguous United States. You can also visit their website at visitindiana.com or write to the Indiana Office of Tourism Development, 1 N. Capitol St., Suite 600, Indianapolis 46204; (317) 232-8860 or (800) 677-9800.

We have noted which counties are in the Central Time Zone. All others are in the Eastern Time Zone.

Happy wandering!


Central Indiana


Indianapolis, at the hub of central Indiana, is crisscrossed by more interstate highways than any other metropolitan area in the country. I-65, I-69, I-70, and I-74 run through the heart of the city, and I-465 encircles it. More than 876,000 people live in Indianapolis (affectionately known to Hoosiers as Indy), making this the seventeenth largest city in the country.

Leave Indy behind and head in any direction, and in minutes you will find yourself in the heart of rural Indiana—open fields that seem to stretch forever, patches of scenic woodland, and charming small towns rich with local color.

Central Indiana offers a mix of the best Indiana has to offer—big-city excitement, pastoral serenity, and the friendly folks for which the Hoosier State is justly famous.
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Boone County

The entire community has pitched in to help restore the glory of yesteryear to Zionsville’s downtown business district, and its citizens have succeeded admirably. Now known as the Zionsville Colonial Village, it’s filled with interesting shops to explore. Brick-paved Main Street, in the heart of the village, is decorated with gas lamps and planters and is lined with many charming and interesting shops to explore.

Three vine-covered buildings filled with a variety of unusual items and nestled in an English garden setting at 315 N. Main St. are known collectively as Brown’s Antiques. Founded in 1945, Brown’s is the oldest antique shop in Indiana. Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday; call (317) 873-2284 or visit brownsantiques.com.

AUTHOR’S Favorite Attractions/Events in Central Indiana


Camp Chesterfield

Chesterfield

(765) 378-0235

campchesterfield.net

Circle of Lights

Indianapolis; November

(317) 237-2222

downtownindy.org

Conner Prairie Interactive History Park

Fishers

(317) 776-6000 or (800) 966-1836

connerprairie.org

Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians and Western Art
 
Indianapolis

(317) 636-9378

eiteljorg.org

Eiteljorg Museum Indian Market

Indianapolis; June

(317) 636-9378

eiteljorg.org

Heartland Film Festival

Indianapolis; October

(317) 464-9405

heartlandfilm.org

Indiana Medical History Museum

Indianapolis

(317) 635-7329

imhm.org

Children’s Museum of Indianapolis

Indianapolis

(317) 334-4000 or (800) 820-6214

childrensmuseum.org

Indianapolis Greek Festival

Carmel; September

(317) 733-3033

indygreekfest.org

Indianapolis Museum of Art

Indianapolis

(317) 923-1331

discovernewfields.org

Indy 500 Festival Parade

Indianapolis; May

(317) 927-3378

500festival.com/parade




Zionsville is also home to the SullivanMunce Cultural Center, a small gem dedicated to assembling and preserving local history. The museum is named for Boone County’s first white settler, Patrick Henry Sullivan, whose great-granddaughter, the late Iva Etta Sullivan, set up a trust fund to establish a historical foundation in Zionsville in his memory. Ms. Sullivan, a former librarian, had the financial wherewithal to set up the trust in part because she accepted the investment advice of her onetime employer, the late film director Cecil B. DeMille.

The museum, patterned after early-nineteenth-century architecture, rotates exhibits that feature period furnishings, antique clothing, farm tools, artwork, and quilts. A genealogical library houses a growing collection of family histories, diaries, letters, family Bibles, property deeds, maps, photos, and newspapers. Ms. Sullivan and her great-grandfather would be pleased. Admission is free, but donations are appreciated. Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday. Closed major holidays. Visitors will find the museum at 225 W. Hawthorne St.; call (317) 873-4900 or visit sullivanmunce.org.

At the Antique Fan Museum in Zionsville, you’ll see some 450 desk and ceiling fans dating from the 1800s. Displays include fans powered by steam, water, batteries, alcohol, and electricity; wind-up, wall, desk, pedestal, rail car, and ceiling fans; and fans that don’t even look like fans. Hundreds of hand-held fans (the wave-in-your-face kind) feature advertisements from politicians, movie stars, retailers, and manufacturers. The museum is housed in the headquarters building of Fanimation, a company that designs and manufactures modern-day fans. Museum hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday or by appointment; admission is free. It’s located at 10983 Bennett Pkwy.; call (317) 733-4113 or visit fanimation.com/museum.

The Boone County Courthouse in Lebanon, built in the early 1900s, once drew sightseers from around the world. They came to marvel at the eight columns that adorn the north and south entrances, believed to be the largest one-piece limestone columns in the world. Each gigantic pillar—36 feet high, 4.5 feet in diameter, and weighing about 40 tons—is shaped from a single block of limestone. Inside, you can see the second-largest stained-glass dome in the state.

Lebanon is also the home of Indiana’s answer to Willie Wonka’s chocolate factory. Any dyed-in-the-wool chocoholic will love a tour of Donaldson’s Finer Chocolates. Watch through glass doors as chocolates are cooked in copper kettles and fudge is kneaded on a marble slab. Donaldson’s produces and sells seventy-five varieties of chocolates, including almond bark, chocolate-covered caramels, hand-dipped creams, and assorted nut clusters. Free guided tours are available by advance arrangement; by tour’s end, just when you think you can’t stand it another minute, you’re given a free sample. The tours won’t cost you a cent, and you’re certainly under no obligation to buy, but if you don’t, you have more willpower than most of us. You’ll find Donaldson’s at 600 S. SR 39, just south of where it intersects I-65 on the south side of Lebanon. The shop is open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday. For more information, call (800) 975-7236 or (765) 482-3334. You may also visit donaldsonschocolates.com.

Hamilton County

Conner Prairie, often ranked as one of the nation’s top five “living museums,” is Indiana’s only Smithsonian Institution–affiliate museum. Within its 850-acre grounds, a restored pioneer village breathes life into history, permitting visitors to wander at their leisure through the homes, shops, school, and other buildings that might have made up a pioneer community in the early 1800s. “Residents” keep busy at tasks that must be performed to keep the settlement going; they also answer questions about the typical lifestyle of that era.

Ongoing meticulous research helps ensure the authenticity of the settlement. The orchard, for instance, was first planted in neat rows, but when it was learned that this was a twentieth-century method, fruit trees were scattered about at random. It was also discovered, much to everyone’s surprise, that men did not wear beards in 1836, so all whiskers except muttonchops had to go. All lace trim had to be removed from the women’s dresses—as it was not authentic either.

Also located on the 250-acre tract is a Federal-style mansion built in 1823 by Indiana statesman William Conner. Visitors can tour the main house and grounds, which feature a springhouse, a still, and a loom house where Conner Prairie staff members duplicate textiles used during the 1830s.

At Makesmith Workshop, trained craftspeople are on hand to assist visitors who want to learn pioneer skills firsthand. You can try your hand at such pastimes as weaving on an authentic loom, making candles, and whittling with period tools.

Nearby, a Lenape Indian camp and log trading post offer a glimpse of Indiana frontier life in 1816, the year in which Indiana became a state.

Weather permitting, visitors can float 350 feet above the park in a tethered hot-air balloon.

The 1863 Civil War Journey depicts an 1863 raid on Indiana by Confederate general John Hunt Morgan, the only Civil War battle that took place on Hoosier soil. The multimedia attraction is open April through October.


The Conner Prairie Store includes a shop that sells items handcrafted by Conner Prairie artisans, a restaurant that features a mix of modern and historical foods, and a bakery that offers nineteenth-century breads, pastries, and cookies. An Apple Store (no, not the computer kind) sells hand-dipped caramel apples, candy, cider, and other treats. Check the website for when the Apple Store is open.

Special events are also in keeping with the pioneer theme. Once a month the Methodist circuit rider arrives to preach his sermon. A presidential election is held in the fall, just as it was in 1836. Weddings, too, are authentic, and visitors are often surprised to learn that even in the mid-1800s women did not promise to “obey” their spouses. Brides agreed to “love, honor, and assist” their husbands, who in turn promised to “love, honor, and maintain” their wives.

On some weekends, a 90-minute program entitled “Follow the North Star” allows visitors to realistically experience what life was like for runaway slaves. The role-playing is so intense that many visitors must take time-outs along the way.

Conner Prairie is located in Fishers, 4 miles south of Noblesville. Open 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Wednesday; 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Thursday and Friday; and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Hours vary so check the website. The outdoor and indoor exhibits are open from May through October; the indoor exhibits are also open in November and December, but hours vary; closed Monday except Labor Day. Special daytime and evening programs are presented throughout the year. Admission: adults $18; senior citizens $17; children (ages 2–12) $13. Contact Conner Prairie Interactive History Park, 13400 Allisonville Rd., Fishers 46038-4499; call (317) 776-6006 or (800) 966-1836; or visit online at connerprairie.org.

Carmel is home to the charming Museum of Miniature Houses, filled with Lilliputian works of art. Visitors will see an amazing array of wee things faithfully replicated. Kitchens contain tiny canned goods, eating utensils, cookie cutters, and rolling pins. Elsewhere, a cat lays claim to a chair, a dog snoozes on a hearth, and a minuscule Monopoly board stands at the ready. One room box depicts a museum, wherein suits of armor, dinosaurs, and Oriental works of art await the scrutiny of visitors. An antique dollhouse, documented by its English builder, dates from 1861. Special collections that range from cars and cannons to dolls and teddy bears are exhibited on a rotating basis. The nonprofit museum also offers traveling exhibits and seasonal displays. Visitors may purchase such items as handcrafted miniatures, books, and periodicals in the museum’s gift shop (small in size, of course). Admission: adults $10; senior citizens $8; children (ages 3–9) $5. The museum is located at 111 E. Main St.; open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday and Saturday; 1–4 p.m. Sunday; closed major holidays and the first two school weeks of January. Special hours can be arranged in advance for large groups and out-of-town visitors; call (317) 575-9466 or go online at museumofminiatures.org.

The charming little building at 40 W. Main St. in Carmel bills itself as the World’s Smallest Children’s Art Gallery, and it really is. The Guinness Book of World Records says so. The single-story building measures 9 feet 5 inches by 15 feet 4 inches (about the size of an average bedroom). The artwork showcased within comes from the art classes of various Carmel schools on a rotating basis and from Carmel’s sister city, Kawachinagano, Japan. Although all the artwork is done by children, the exhibits reveal some amazing talent. Visit the website carmelartscouncil.org. After you have visited, sit on a park bench nearby and enjoy the ambience of the city’s Arts & Design District in which the gallery is located.

A popular attraction for visitors and locals alike is the artesian well in Flowing Well Park. Discovered by accident in 1902, the free-flowing fountain provides mineral water free of charge to anyone who has an empty jug. You’ll find the park on the northeast corner at the intersection of Gray Road and E. 116th St. at 5100 E. 116th St. in Carmel. Don’t be surprised if the well, housed in a small white gazebo, is surrounded by a thirsty crowd. The 18-acre park also features two hiking trails. For additional information, contact Carmel-Clay Parks and Recreation, 1235 Central Park Dr. E., Carmel 46032; (317) 848-7275; carmelclayparks.com.

indianatrivia


Carmel, population 93,510, is home to more roundabouts than any other US town. As of September 2020, more than 125 of the circular alternatives to stoplights had been built, and more are planned.



ANNUAL Events in Central Indiana


Indiana Black Expo

Indianapolis; July

(317) 925-2702

indianablackexpo.com

Indiana State Fair

Indianapolis; August

(317) 927-7500

indianastatefair.com

Indy Greek Fest

Indianapolis; September

(317) 733-3033

indygreekfest.org

Indy Jazz Fest

Indianapolis; September

(317) 966-7854

indyjazzfest.net


Indy Irish Fest

Indianapolis; September

(317) 713-7117

indyirishfest.com

Children’s Museum Haunted House

Indianapolis; October

(317) 334-3322

childrensmuseum.org

Heartland Apple Festival

Danville; October

(317) 745-4876

beasleys-orchard.com

Morgan County Fall Foliage Festival

Martinsville; October

(765) 342-0332

morgancountyfallfoliagefestival.com

Red Gold Chili Cook-Off

Elwood; October

(765) 552-0180

Indy International Festival

Indianapolis; November

(317) 262-3000

visitindy.com



Hancock County

Hancock County is James Whitcomb Riley country. He was born and raised and found the inspiration for many of his poems here, including such classics as “When the Frost Is on the Punkin,” “Little Orphant Annie,” “The Raggedy Man,” and “The Old Swimmin’ Hole.”

Riley was born on October 7, 1849, in what is now the kitchen of a white frame house built by his father, who was an able carpenter as well as a lawyer noted for his oratory. Located at 250 W. Main St. (US 40) in Greenfield, this house was immortalized in Riley’s poems. It contains the rafter room where “the gobble-uns’ll git you ef you don’t watch out,” the dining room “where they et on Sundays,” and the side porch where Mary Alice Smith, who worked for the Riley family and is believed to have been the real-life “Little Orphant Annie,” would “shoo the chickens off the porch.” The James Whitcomb Riley Boyhood Home and Museum, complete with a collection of Riley memorabilia, is open to the public from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday, April through October. Admission: adults $4; senior citizens $3.50; children (ages 6–17) $1.50. Call (317) 462-8539 or visit greenfieldin.org.

Although Riley was a lifelong bachelor and never had children of his own, he dearly loved them, and they returned his love. The statue of the famous Hoosier poet, seen today on the lawn of the Hancock County Courthouse (110 S. State St., Greenfield), was purchased entirely with funds contributed by the schoolchildren of Indiana.

Not far east of the Riley home, at the northwest corner of the intersection of US 40 and Apple Street, you’ll find Riley Memorial Park. A boulder, into which are carved the words “Riley’s Old Swimmin’ Hole,” stands on the banks of Brandywine Creek within the 20-acre park and marks the exact spot where Riley and the friends of his youth once whiled away the hours on hot summer days. The youth of today frolic in a modern pool nearby. For additional information, contact the Hancock County Tourism and Visitor Center, 119 W. Main St., Greenfield 46140; (317) 477-8687; visithancock.org.

Although Riley eventually left Greenfield, he maintained his residence in Indiana until his death in 1916. You’ll find his Indianapolis home and burial site described later in this section under Marion County.

Another place of interest in Riley Park is the two-story Old Log Jail Museum. Since log jails could hardly be called escape-proof, their builders resorted to various ingenious methods to keep prisoners incarcerated. This jail features an upstairs cell room and logs filled with nails to prevent prisoners from “sawing out.” There’s a nominal admission fee. For additional information, contact the Hancock County Historical Society, PO Box 375, Greenfield 46140; (317) 462-7780; hancockhistory.org.

If you happen to pass through Fortville, you might want to visit the town’s unofficial ambassador––a life-size pink elephant wearing black eyeglasses and sipping from a martini glass, complete with olive, wrapped in his trunk. You’ll find him standing in front of the Elite Beverages liquor store at 308 W. Broadway St., where he’s been a fixture since the 1980s. For info, call (317) 485-6262.

Hendricks County

Rising from the cornfields of Hendricks County near Plainfield, the 124-acre complex of the Islamic Society of North America has served Muslims throughout the continent as a religious and educational center since 1982. The site, which is the national headquarters for several Islamic organizations, was selected for both its central location and its receptive environment. During the 1991 war with Iraq, the center’s staff members were asked by the Pentagon to advise US military leaders of the religious needs of the several thousand Muslims who serve in the military. The center also answers questions from non-Muslims who are interested in learning more about Islam. One item of interest is the fact that the society elected its first female president in August 2006; she served in that capacity for four years. When former heavyweight boxing champion Mike Tyson was released from a nearby state correctional facility in 1995, after serving nearly four years on a rape conviction, this was the first place he came. Tyson converted to Islam while in prison. The public is welcome to tour the mosque, library, and teaching center; contact the center’s public relations department at (317) 839-8157 to arrange a visit. You’ll find the center, distinguished by its modern Middle Eastern design, approximately 3 miles south of Plainfield at 6555 S. CR 750 East. Visit isna.net for additional information.

Johnson County

The Johnson County Museum of History is well worth the attention of history buffs. Housed in a former Masonic Temple, the museum displays more than 20,000 items, including antiques, Indian artifacts, guns, tools, and an interesting collection of nineteenth-century dresses. Four of its rooms have been furnished to depict the period between the Civil War and the early 1900s.

On the lawn outside the museum is an authentic log cabin built in 1835. It was discovered when an old house elsewhere in the county was being demolished—the house had been built around the cabin.

The museum, located at 135 N. Main St. in Franklin, is open 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday; 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday. Admission is free, but donations are appreciated; (317) 346-4500 or johnsoncountymuseum.org.

Avid golfers will want to visit the Indiana Golf Hall of Fame in Franklin. Housed within the Indiana Golf Office at 2625 Hurricane Rd., the hall includes a rare ballot box from St. Andrews, Scotland, home of the oldest golf course in the world. The box dates to the late 1800s and was used by members to accept or reject new members. Other memorabilia include a 1954 scorecard of Ben Hogan’s, a putter used by Hoosier native Fuzzy Zoeller when he won the 1979 Masters Tournament, and mementos from Pete and Alice Dye. Pete, with the assistance of his wife and partner, Alice, designed more than 110 golf courses all over the country; Pete was the fifth golf course architect to be inducted into the World Golf Hall of Fame and is considered by many to be the rock star of golf course designers. Pete died on January 9, 2020, at the age of ninety-four. Alice Dye passed away on February 1, 2019, at the age of ninety-one. Biographies of members who have been elected to the Indiana Hall hang on the walls. The museum and a golf library are open free of charge from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday; (317) 738-9696, (800) 779-7271, or indianagolf.org.

The grave of Nancy Kerlin Barnett is a top contender for Indiana’s most unusual burial site. Nancy, who died in 1831 at age thirty-nine, often expressed her wish to be buried at a favorite spot overlooking Sugar Creek. Through the years Nancy’s grave was joined by others. A footpath through the small cemetery eventually became a road. Increased traffic made it necessary to widen the road, and the graves had to be relocated—all, that is, but Nancy’s. It’s reported that one of Nancy’s relatives greeted the road-wideners with a shotgun and threatened to shoot anyone who disturbed her resting place. That same relative persuaded county officials to give Nancy a special dispensation, and her grave can still be seen today, skirted on both sides by CR 400 South (Camp Hill Road), near Amity. There’s even a historical marker to honor Nancy’s memory and, perhaps, to forestall questions from curious passersby. To see Nancy’s grave, go to the intersection of US 31 and CR 400 South at the south end of Amity; then turn east onto CR 400 South and drive approximately 1.3 miles to the grave in the middle of the road.

If you like popcorn, you’re sure to find a flavor to your liking at Not Just Popcorn in Edinburgh. And if you shouldn’t see or smell anything that tantalizes your taste buds among the more than 250 flavors provided—though that’s hard to imagine—the popcorn folks will try to create a flavor that does appeal to you. While munching on the treat of your taste, you can view the extensive display of Coca-Cola collectibles. Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday, and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday. Located at 101 E. Main Cross St.; (812) 526-8256, (800) 231-5689, or notjustpopcorn.com.

Since its founding in 1942, Camp Atterbury near Edinburgh has hosted thousands of US soldiers as they have passed through here on their way to every one of our country’s wars since World War II. Visitors can learn about its proud history, from its inception as a World War II troop training center in 1942 to its present-day role as a mobilization center for troops heading overseas and a training center for those fighting today’s war on terrorism, at the Camp Atterbury Museum. The indoor museum features such exhibits as model airplanes, medals, news clippings, uniforms on life-size mannequins, and documents depicting the role of Blacks in the military. In an outdoor museum nearby, you’ll see an old mobile rocket launcher affectionately known as “Honest John,” an 8-inch howitzer, a Humvee, and a silver streamliner train car. The museum, located in Building 427 on Egglestone St. near the main entrance, is open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. No admission charge, but you’ll need to pick up a pass at the Welcome Center on Hospital Road; (812) 526-1744.

Camp Atterbury also served as a prison camp for Italian and German soldiers during World War II. While there, a group of Italian prisoners of war who were skilled artisans were given permission to build a small chapel that they used for daily worship. Using scraps of brick, cement, and wood, they constructed an 11-by-16-foot building and decorated its floor, ceiling, and walls with intricate hand-painted frescos. Now known as the Chapel in the Meadow, it’s located just north of today’s camp boundaries and can be visited daily, free of charge, during daylight hours.

Write the camp’s Welcome Center at PO Box 5000, Edinburgh 46124-5000 for specific directions to all camp facilities and for information about special events open to the public; call (812) 526-1433 or visit atterburymuscatatuck.in.ng.mil.

Madison County

On the north side of the little country town of Chesterfield, two massive stone gateposts mark the entrance to the beautiful parklike grounds of Camp Chesterfield. They also mark the entrance to another world, for Camp Chesterfield is one of the major headquarters in this country for spiritualists.

Spiritualists, in case you don’t have a dictionary handy, believe that mortals can communicate with the spirits of the dead through a medium. Using a variety of methods, the mediums at Camp Chesterfield attempt to do just that. They conduct séances, go into trances, evoke ectoplasms, cause spirits to materialize, and predict the future. The mediums are carefully screened before being selected to join the camp’s staff, and each has his or her own specialty and sees clients by appointment in one of the cottages scattered about the 48-acre grounds.

The Visitor Welcome Center is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily and at other times for special events; the beautiful grounds are always open. Fees, quite reasonable, are charged for private consultations with the staff member of your choice, but there is no charge to enter the camp, attend services at the Cathedral in the Woods, view various public demonstrations of psychic phenomena, walk a replica of the Chartres labyrinth found at the famous Chartres Cathedral in France, or tour the fascinating art gallery and museum. The museum houses the memorabilia of the Fox sisters, who are credited with initiating the modern spiritualism movement.

If you’d like to read up on such subjects as reincarnation, astrology, and faith healing, you’ll find books on these subjects and more in the camp’s bookstore. To spend the night, the Western Hotel was built in 1945 and designed after typical roadside inns of the time. It features both single and twin rooms with attached baths. The lower level offers a women’s dorm that allows for communal accommodations. It also has a smaller men’s dorm. The hotel was the first fireproof building in the state of Indiana. There are even a few campsites for self-contained recreational vehicles. No tents are permitted. Occasionally, you can take courses in such subjects as the technique of spiritual healing, handwriting analysis, and trance development. All rates are reasonable.

Lest you scoff, remember that such notables as Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, creator of Sherlock Holmes, and Thomas Edison dabbled in spiritualism. Even Sigmund Freud expressed an interest in the movement and said, shortly before his death, that if he had his life to live over again he “would concern himself more with these matters.” No matter what your beliefs, you will leave here with much food for thought. The camp has also been designated a US Historic Place by the National Park Service, which recognizes cultural resources worthy of preservation. For a schedule of events and other information, write Camp Chesterfield, PO Box 132, Chesterfield 46017; call (765) 378-0235; or visit campchesterfield.net. To make hotel reservations, write the hotel manager at the same address or call (765) 378-0237 or visit campchesterfield.net/hotel/. The camp is located at 50 Lincoln Dr.

Not far southwest of Chesterfield, atop limestone bluffs overlooking the White River, you can study the curious architecture of mound-building Indians. Of the eleven prehistoric earthworks preserved at Mounds State Park, the most exceptional is the circular Great Mound (circa 160 BC), nearly 1,200 feet in circumference and 9 feet high. Two other mounds are guitar shaped, yet another is conical, and one is U shaped. Excavations can be seen, and a naturalist is available to explain the cultures of the Adena and Hopewell Indians, who are believed to have built these mounds. The park, steeped in Indian legend, is reportedly home to the Puk-wud-ies, a peaceful tribe of little people who continue to inhabit the forest as they have for time immemorial. Some visitors have reported encountering the blue-gowned dwarves on park trails. In addition to historical tours, the park offers a swimming pool, hiking and cross-country ski trails, modern campsites, and canoeing on the White River. Canoes and ski equipment can be rented in the park. You can reach the park by taking Mounds Road (SR 232) southwest from Chesterfield for about 2 miles. There’s a daily vehicle admission fee of $7 for Indiana residents and $9 for out-of-state visitors. Write to Mounds State Park, 4306 Mounds Rd., Anderson 46017; call (765) 642-6627 or visit in.gov/dnr/parklake/2977.htm.

At Anderson University at 1100 E. 5th St. university, you can also visit the Charles E. Wilson Library, which contains the archives and personal papers of the man who served as secretary of defense under President Dwight D. Eisenhower. The Wilson Art Gallery houses a $250,000 porcelain bird collection donated by Wilson’s daughter, and a collection of 1,500 napkin rings that range in variety from a solid gold, jewel-encrusted ring once used by Louis XIV of France to rings made from toilet paper spools in a Japanese prison camp during World War II. Reardon Auditorium features an unusual chandelier that holds some 10,000 lightbulbs and a stunning light sculpture in the lobby.

Elsewhere in Alexandria, house painter Mike Carmichael has spent his spare time working on his personal masterpiece. It all began with an accident in the mid-1960s, when Mike accidentally dropped a baseball in some paint. For some inexplicable reason, Mike decided to continue painting his baseball, and he’s been at it ever since. Today, that baseball is hanging in a special Ball of Paint Pavilion next to Mike’s home, and virtually everyone in town, from the mayor on down, has added a layer or two of paint to it. When last weighed and measured in 2018, it weighed 6,050 pounds and had about a 492-inch circumference. It then wore 27,039 layers of paint. Mike’s wife, Glenda, has added some 9,000 coats herself. Visitors just keep coming and keep painting; so far, they have come from every state and forty foreign countries, including Germany, Italy, Thailand, and Australia.

Mike’s project has been officially designated the world’s largest ball of paint and is listed as such in the Guinness Book of World Records. A few years back, Alexandria was in the news when a 400-pound hairball was found in a town sewer. The National Enquirer ran a story about that event. The original hairball eventually dissolved, but local citizens created a replica and even gave it a place of honor in the town’s annual Christmas parade. Now city officials hope Alexandria will gain fame as the town of balls.

If you would like to see Mike’s ball of paint for yourself, give Mike or Glenda a call at (765) 724-4088 to make an appointment. When you visit, you may be asked to paint a layer and to add your name to the list of painters on the wall. Mike and his ball are located at 10696 N. CR 200 West; admission is free.

Marion County

The magnificent Soldiers and Sailors Monument has graced the heart of downtown Indianapolis since its dedication in 1902. Adorned by statuary and surrounded by fountains, it is recognized as one of the most unique monuments in the country and is the largest in the nation dedicated to the common soldier. An enclosed observation deck near the top of the 284-foot-tall monument offers a 360-degree view of the surrounding area. It can be reached by elevator for $2 for adults and $1 for children ages 6–17. Veterans and US military ride free. Visitors can climb the stairs for free; the 331 steps are numbered so visitors can keep track of their progress. After the elevator ride, visitors must also climb forty-nine steps to reach the observation levels. Many of the steps have been dedicated to veterans of our country’s wars, and you can read about them as you climb. Located at 1 Monument Circle at the intersection of Meridian St. and Market St. Open free of charge from 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday from May through October, and from 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Friday through Sunday from November through April.

On the lower level of the monument, you can visit the 9,000-square-foot Colonel Eli Lilly Civil War Museum, where you can experience the Civil War from home front to battlefield. Display cases exhibit such artifacts as guns, medical kits, letters, personal diaries, and the personal effects of Colonel Lilly, for whom the museum is named. One of the most impressive and thought-provoking exhibits is a large sketch that depicts life in the infamous Andersonville Military Prison in Georgia; its creator was a young Hoosier native named Thomas O’Dea who spent time there as a prisoner of war. Colonel Lilly, a native Hoosier from Greencastle, took the lessons he learned about medicine during the war and created a business that eventually evolved into the pharmaceutical giant, Eli Lilly and Company. The museum entrance is located on the west side of the monument. Be aware there are no public restroom facilities within the monument.

indianatrivia


The world’s first DNA bank was established at the Indiana University Medical Center in Indianapolis in 1985.




How to Speak Hoosier

If you’d like to blend in with the natives when visiting Indiana, you might want to learn Hoosier speak. It’s almost as unique as the state’s Hoosier nickname.

Hoosier speak is a frugal way of talking. Never use more syllables, words, or letters than you need to get your message across. This allows one to quickly move on to more important things in life.

When it’s absolutely imperative to say “Indianapolis” rather than “Indy,” Hoosiers have found several different ways to condense the name of their capital city. According to author John W. Terhune, they’ve found twenty-six different ways. To learn them all, try to find a copy of his hilarious book, Why Hoosiers Can’t Pronounce Indianapolis (no longer published, but available in many libraries). In his book, Dr. Terhune makes this observation: “Hoosiers can’t pronounce Indianapolis because Hoosiers have absolutely no use for a six-syllable word.”

In addition to their frugality, Hoosiers have a great sense of humor.



For additional information about both the monument and the museum, call (317) 232-7615 or (800) 665-9056, or visit in.gov/iwm/2335.htm.

The three-story Indiana World War Memorial, built as the centerpiece of a five-block plaza in downtown Indianapolis, pays homage to Hoosiers killed during US wars fought in the twentieth century. Patterned after the Tomb of King Mausolus at Halicarnassus, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, the building is an architectural marvel. It is the Shrine Room on the top floor, however, that is the glory of the memorial. Massive dark red marble columns surround a marble altar that commemorates fallen war heroes. A 17-by-30 foot American flag, supported by invisible wires, is suspended above the altar. Tiny blue lightbulbs that flicker off and on in the ceiling surround a huge Swedish-crystal light fixture in the shape of a star. Daylight filters through twenty-four deep blue glass windows. The memorial also houses a museum that contains such artifacts as a Korean War-era helicopter, a Navy Terrier missile, and some jeeps. On September 21, 2001, an exhibit honoring casualties from our country’s latest war was officially dedicated; the display in the building’s Grand Foyer honors seven Hoosiers who lost their lives in September 11, 2001, attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. The War on Terror room on the main floor contains a flag that bears the names of all Hoosier casualties in the conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq from September 11, 2001, through the summer of 2010. Elsewhere, memorabilia and artifacts from the USS Indianapolis relate the story of the World War II ship’s sinking after being hit by a Japanese torpedo; only 317 members from a crew of 1,197 survived in the shark-infested waters. A 7-foot long scale model of the ship and a re-creation of the ship’s radio room are highlights of the exhibit.

Outside, on the south steps of the memorial, visitors will see a one-of-a-kind statue known as Pro Patria. The 24-foot-tall, 7-ton sculpture, cast in bronze in 1929 by a New York City artist, has stood here since the memorial was dedicated in 1930. In 1945, a B-25 crashed into the Empire State Building and sent flaming debris into the artist’s nearby studio. The model for Pro Patria was destroyed, making the statue impossible to replace.

Located at 55 E. Michigan St., the Indiana World War Memorial is open free of charge from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday; call (317) 232-7615 or visit in.gov/iwm.



“Leggy” Statue Honors Hoosier Icon John Wooden

Some like it. Some don’t. Such is the nature of art. But the John Wooden sculpture in downtown Indy is certainly getting plenty of attention and no one disputes that the man depicted is a Hoosier icon.

Located on the reconstructed section of Georgia Street, the bronze sculpture of the basketball legend was created by Jeffrey Rouse, a former Indiana resident living in New York.

Wooden is depicted in a familiar stance—squatting in a courtside huddle grasping his signature rolled-up playbook. Surrounding him are players wearing socks and gym shoes that mark significant eras of Wooden’s career. However, only five pairs of legs of the players are seen.

Rouse has said that he used only the legs to keep the sculpture from becoming too cluttered and to maintain the emphasis on Wooden himself. Approaching the sculpture, viewers are on the same eye level as Wooden. Although coaches today usually stand while players sit on the bench for those huddles, Wooden was known for his up-close cluster while he knelt.

Titled Wooden’s Legacy, the base of the sculpture is encircled with words from Wooden’s Pyramid of Success, such as confidence, honesty, initiative, loyalty, cooperation, and enthusiasm. Wooden is gazing toward Bankers Life Fieldhouse where the Indianapolis Pacers and Heat play basketball games.

The reconstructed section of Georgia Street between Pennsylvania Street and Capitol Avenue was unveiled in September 2010 as a pedestrian-friendly streetscape featuring a wide pedestrian mall in its median. It connects Bankers Life Fieldhouse with the Indiana Convention Center and Lucas Oil Stadium and serves as a new downtown gathering place also designed to reflect the character and achievements of Hoosiers.

Born in Martinsville, Wooden played basketball for Purdue University, later coaching at Indiana State University and UCLA. There, he led teams to ten national basketball championships (seven in consecutive years) from 1964 to 1975. He died in 2010 at age ninety-nine.

One of the favorite quotes uttered by Wooden: “Don’t let making a living prevent you from making a life.”



At 700 N. Pennsylvania St., the American Legion National Headquarters houses one of the world’s most extensive collections of World Wars I and II posters—more than 800 from World War I and 1,200 from World War II. Approximately forty are on display throughout the American Legion Building, with the rest available for view on a slide collection. A museum on the top floor of the 4-story building exhibits memorabilia from the wars our country fought in the twentieth century. You may tour the building free of charge from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday; call (317) 630-1200 or (800) 433-3318 for additional information and to make an appointment to view the slide collection. You may also visit online at legion.org.

indianatrivia


Actor Clark Gable drove the pace car for the 1950 Indy 500.



If anyone ever compiles a list of national treasures, The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis should be on it. It is the largest children’s museum in the world, and in this case, bigger is better. You can ride an early twentieth-century carousel; stand beside a 55-ton, wood-burning locomotive; see a 30-foot-tall glass water clock, the largest in North America; watch a spectacular collection of toy trains in motion; examine real fossils on display; conduct scientific experiments; and so much more.

Budding scientists can explore Corteva ScienceWorks. Children are enthralled by the magic of live theater productions at the Lilly Theater. Playscape offers learning through play for youngsters aged birth to five years old. Walk among fully articulated dinosaurs in Dinosphere; see, hear, and smell them in the 65-million-year-old environment in which they thrived. Presiding over the lobby of the Welcome Center is a 1-ton, 17-foot-tall bumblebee, an acquired prop from the 2007 movie Transformers.

A magnificent 43-foot-tall, 3,200-piece tower of brilliantly colored glass, known as Fireworks of Glass, rises above a glass ceiling in the museum’s central atrium. It is the largest permanent sculpture ever created by world-renowned artist Dale Chihuly. Visitors can sit on a revolving platform below the glass pergola and look up at the more than 1,600 additional pieces of brightly colored glass embedded in the ceiling itself. Bathed in natural sunlight during the day and lit at night during special events, the tower and ceiling form the centerpiece of a hands-on exhibit that demonstrates how ordinary glass can be turned into extraordinary works of art.

An exhibit called Treasures of the Earth, created through a partnership with the National Geographic Society, focuses on three famous archaeological finds from around the world—the tomb of an ancient Egyptian pharaoh, the Terra Cotta Warriors of China’s first emperor, and the wreck of Captain Kidd’s ship that was discovered in the depths of the Caribbean in 2007. All displays are designed to be touched and explored.

In the Power of Children gallery, learn the stories of Anne Frank, Ruby Bridges, and Ryan White, three extraordinary children who changed the world. In 2021, Malala Yousafzai will be added to the gallery. When a member of the Taliban shot Malala in the head on the way home from school in October 2012, the shooter had no idea that, instead of silencing the young girl, her voice became louder. The fifteen-year-old Pakistani girl made a miraculous recovery, continued to fight for girls’ education, and became the youngest-ever Nobel Peace Prize recipient.

It’s “game on” in the newest addition at The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis in the $38.5 million Riley Children’s Health Sports Legend Experience. Opened in March 2018, the 7.5-acre complex combines rich sports history, physical fitness, and health education in twelve immersive outdoor experiences and three new indoor experiences. The new sports utopia features basketball, football, hockey, soccer, golf, baseball, and tennis. Since this is Indy, it also spotlights the Indianapolis Motor Speedway with pedal car racing and a dragstrip with pedal cars. A fitness path boasts several fitness pads and exercise equipment to improve muscle strength, balance, coordination, and flexibility.

For motivation, the Old National Bank Avenue of Champions invites visitors to meet legendary characters, hear their stories of greatness, and learn tips on how to succeed. The avenue features statues of twelve sports legends, including Larry Bird, Reggie Miller, Wilma Rudolph, and Hank Aaron where visitors can pose for photos and learn more about their heroes. Watching over the sporty fun is a 60-foot-tall Fantasy Tree House of Sports where children of all ages can climb inside and explore a hard-to-believe-it-is-not-real tree filled with fantasy and sports.

Big adventures bring on big appetites. A Food Court in the museum offers reasonably priced food such as burgers, pizza, sandwiches, soup, salad, and cookies. The Kohler Pavilion Grab & Go in the sports arena serves ballpark eats like hot dogs, fresh fruit, and ice cream. Visitors also are invited to bring their own lunch and enjoy it at picnic tables.

Check the website for highly discounted days ($5 First Thursdays) to plan-ahead-pricing that ranges from $14 to $40. Admission is free for children under two years old. Carousel rides are $1. Hours vary but are usually 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. for the museum and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. for the outdoor Sports Experience. The museum and Sports Experience are open daily in the spring and summer; both are closed Mondays in autumn and Outdoor Experience is closed in the winter.

The museum is located directly north of downtown Indianapolis, at the corner of 30th and N. Meridian. The entrance is on Illinois St. (the first street west of Meridian St.) Look for the three huge dinosaurs escaping through a museum wall on one end and two gigantic dinos peeking in on another. Parking is free in the garage and visitors can walk outside or through an enclosed walkway from the garage into the museum. The museum also is a stop on the city’s Red Line bus system. Call (317) 334-3322, (317) 334-4000, or (800) 820-6214 or visit childrensmuseum.org.

indianatrivia


   Indianapolis native Booth Tarkington (1869–1946) is one of only three authors to win the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction twice. The others are William Faulkner and John Updike.


  
indianatrivia


Albert Von Tilzer, an Indianapolis native, composed the music for “Take Me Out to the Ball Game.” Only two songs are sung more often in this country—“The Star Spangled Banner” and “Happy Birthday.”




A Woman of Distinction

The world remembers her today as Madame C. J. Walker, but she was born Sara Breedlove. Sara was born on December 23, 1867, the daughter of ex-slaves living in Louisiana. By the time she died in 1919 at the age of fifty-one, she was a self-made millionaire and believed to be the wealthiest Black woman in the country.

Madame Walker’s fascinating life story includes being orphaned at age seven, getting married at age fourteen, and becoming a widow with a two-year-old daughter at age twenty. When she and her daughter moved to Denver in 1905, she carried her entire life savings of $1.50. There she met and married a newspaper sales agent named Charles Joseph Walker and created the Walker line of hair-care products for Black women.

In 1910, Madame Walker moved her company to Indianapolis to take advantage of the city’s eight railway systems as a means of distributing her products nationally, and she built a sales force of more than 2,000 women who generated annual revenues of $500,000. She also began developing the triangular-shaped Walker Building and Theatre, a project that was completed by her daughter after Madame Walker’s death. Today, the Madame Walker Legacy Center at 617 Indiana Ave. is a National Historic Landmark and a national model for African American arts.

In recognition of her lifetime achievements, Madame Walker was elected to the National Business Hall of Fame in 1992. She was further honored on January 28, 1997, when the US Postal Service issued a 32-cent commemorative stamp bearing her likeness. The stamp was dedicated in a special ceremony at the Walker Theatre. For additional information about the many special events presented at the Walker Theatre and about tours of the building, call (317) 236-2099 or visit madamewalkerlegacycenter.com.



The Crispus Attucks Museum showcases and celebrates the accomplishments of African Americans in Indianapolis, with a special focus on the graduates of Crispus Attucks High School. Back in the 1950s, when Attucks was a consolidated high school for the city’s Black youngsters, basketball great Oscar Robertson was a student here. Under his leadership the school’s basketball team captured the state championship, the first Black team and the first team from any Indianapolis high school ever to do so. (In 2006, the team was elected en masse to the Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame in New Castle; see Henry County in Southeast Indiana.) Visitors can explore some thirty exhibits, including a basketball hall of fame, in four galleries. Although best known for its basketball history, the school has produced many extraordinary graduates. They gained fame as musicians, soldiers, and athletes, and their stories are told through the extensive and still-growing collection of memorabilia and artwork. The museum is located at 1140 N. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. on the campus of Crispus Attucks Medical Magnet High School. Named for a Black man and former slave who was the first patriot to die in the American Revolution, Crispus Attucks High School was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1989. Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday or from noon to 5 p.m. Saturday; nominal admission fee; call (317) 226-2432.

The Indianapolis Museum of Art at Newfields (IMA), situated on a bluff overlooking the White River, is far more than a museum. It’s a 152-acre art park that includes a sculpture garden, botanical and formal gardens, patches of woodland, a greenhouse, a wildlife refuge, a 152-acre art and nature park, and a restaurant. The 12-foot-high steel sculpture known as LOVE occupies a prominent place on the museum’s lawn. An iconic work of pop art, it has been replicated in many places around the world, but the one you see here is the original; sculptor Robert Indiana (née Robert Clark) is a native Hoosier. Among the museum’s exhibits are the world’s largest collection—outside the United Kingdom—of J. M. W. Turner watercolors and prints, a self-portrait of Rembrandt as a young man, and important collections of Asian, African, and neo-Impressionist art. An acquisition of screens and scrolls from the Edo period is the largest single purchase of Japanese art in US history. The museum site was once the private estate of Mr. and Mrs. J. K. Lilly Jr. (of Lilly pharmaceutical fame), and there is also much of architectural interest here. Lilly Pavilion is the original Lilly mansion, formerly known as Oldfields; it’s one of the few nineteenth-century American Country Place estates still in existence and the only one in this country to share the grounds of a major art museum. The garage contains a rotating display of cars from the Indianapolis Motor Speedway’s Hall of Fame Museum. Many special events and programs are held here. Open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday; 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday; 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. Admission: adults $18; children (ages 6–17) $10. The gardens and grounds are open daily from dawn to dusk. Free admission is offered the first Thursday of each month from 4 to 9 p.m. Located at 4000 Michigan Rd.; call (317) 923-1331 or visit discovernewfields.org for up-to-date information.


Tucked away in the basement of the Schwitzer Student Center at the University of Indianapolis is a gallery of extraordinary Chinese art. The forty-five exquisite pieces displayed here, valued at $1 million, are the work of Master Au Ho-nien, considered the greatest living traditional Chinese artist. Museums in China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan competed to host the canvases seen on these walls, but the artist chose this location because of his close friendship with one of the school’s professors. The collection, which came here in 2004, includes a bust of the artist. Open free of charge 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. To learn more about the Au Ho-nien Museum, contact the University of Indianapolis, 1400 E. Hanna Ave., Indianapolis 46227; (317) 788-3368 , (800) 232-8634, or uindy.edu/aumuseum.


Indy Zoo Orangutan Center Helps Endangered Species

Ambling through an open door, Azy the orangutan flops on a large seat and eyes the computer screen in front of him. Watching Dr. Robert Shumaker through a huge observation window in an adjoining room, Azy patiently waits for symbols to appear on the computer screen.

Then the action starts.

The goal in this exercise is for Azy to identify numbers on the screen, arrange them in numerical order, and press a “send” button on the computer to share the answer with Shumaker. For every right answer, Azy gets an apple slice. If wrong, he knows to try again.

However, the purpose is not for visitors just to be impressed by the computer skills of the 11 orangutans at the $26 million Simon Skjodt International Orangutan Center at the Indianapolis Zoo. Opened on Memorial Day weekend in 2014, the project was designed with a far more important purpose in mind.

“We want to make people care about a species on the verge of extinction,” said Shumaker, zoo president. “Hopefully, what people see here will make them feel compelled to protect the future of a species that is on track to become the first great ape species to become extinct.”

Destruction of habitat is the main threat to orangutan survival. All the orangutans at the Indy Zoo were born in captivity and could not survive in the wild.

For the computer work, orangutans can choose to participate or not. “The door is always open,” Shumaker said. “They can come in and they can leave whenever they want.”

After his numbers work, Azy proceeds to object identification on the computer. Shumaker holds up an item like an apple or a cup and Azy correctly identifies it on the computer. When the exercises are over, Shumaker hands Azy a paper bag with the remainder of his apple slice treats. What Azy does next is perhaps the most amazing to me. Azy eats the slices. Then he carefully hands the empty bag back to Shumaker before exiting the computer room.

“That is very important to us,” Shumaker explained. “If something were to fall into their area that they shouldn’t have, something that might hurt them, we want Azy and the others to know that they should return that item to us.”

The overall land area for the new zoo facility is larger than two NFL football fields. Visitors can watch orangutans go through their computer paces, smile for cameras, swing from ladders, and do other acrobatics in their Indianapolis habitat. The animals can move outdoors to an orangutan sidewalk in the sky—a series of cables, bridges, and platforms rising 45–80 feet high. Visitors also can have a close encounter with orangutans over their heads by riding a 1,200-foot-long Skyline on aerial cable cars.

It is thrilling to come face to face with orangutans and realize that they are watching us as much as we are watching them. “Look into the eyes of an orangutan and you see a sentient being looking back,” Shumaker said.

Meaning “People of the Forest” in the Malay language, orangutans are capable of learning and using language, as well as solving problems. That is not surprising, Shumaker said, since orangutans and human being share 97 percent of the same DNA.

Looking somewhat like a contemporary church with a steeple, the 150-foot-tall building where the orangutans can be seen has towers where the critters can climb and also can get away for privacy, if so desired.

The centerpiece of the center is the Nina Mason Pulliam Beacon of Hope. A towering 150-foot structure, the Beacon is illuminated each night by lights, the color of which is controlled by the orangutans. Designed as a beautiful addition to the downtown Indy skyline, the Beacon of Hope also serves as a symbol and call to action.

“The future of the endangered orangutans rests with us all,” Shumaker said. “If we don’t do something, orangutans might not be around for future generations.”



Indianapolis has gone wild over its state-of-the-art Indianapolis Zoo. Stretching along the west bank of the White River, the innovative 64-acre facility is the first zoo ever to be completely designed around the biome concept. Biomes are simulated natural environments in which animals are grouped by habitats rather than by the continents of their origins. Forest animals from around the world, for instance, share the forest biome, while other animals find appropriate homes in the desert, plains, and aquatic biomes.


Unlike most of its counterparts, the Indianapolis Zoo combines the best elements of a zoo and an aquarium, Visitors can enter the watery world of the zoo’s dolphins via an underwater 30-foot-diameter glass dome and watch the dolphins swim over, under, and around them. In one of the country’s largest shark touch pools, you can stroke a shark’s back. This zoo is one of only five in the world that can accommodate walruses.

The Tiger Forest exhibit is home to the stunningly beautiful and rare Amur tigers, separated from onlookers only by a thick glass window; tigers locate their prey by smell, and the glass prevents your scent from reaching them.

At a cheetah exhibit, you can see five of the endangered creatures; the cheetah is the fastest land animal in the world, capable of going from 0 to 60 miles per hour in 3 seconds. For a modest fee, you can run against an array of LED lights that simulate the speed of a cheetah and see how your own running speed compares. You’ll also hear a narrative by a guy who knows all about speed; Tony Stewart, a NASCAR driver, Indiana native, and big animal fan, helped fund the exhibit.

In 1998, for the first time in the world, the zoo’s two female African elephants delivered healthy calves after being artificially inseminated; since then, more healthy babies have been born here and in zoos worldwide using the method developed here, helping to insure the survival of the species.

Once every other year, the zoo awards $100,000 to an individual who has made extraordinary contributions to animal conservation. It is the largest such prize in the world and has contributed to the zoo’s international reputation as a leader in conservation efforts.

Visitors will also find a behind-the-scenes train tour, a carousel, and a family roller-coaster ride.


indianatrivia


Indianapolis is the capital of and largest city in Indiana. As of the 2018 census, its population is 876,862, making it the
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