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1 (officer) submersion 3 sick days
1 (officer) intercranial injury 5 sick days
3 Gonococeus infection, urethea [sic] 0 si

days”
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Proceeding through Ma
on the surface at 14 knots

ar Strait, north of Cape Willia

hted ship bearing 051°T, about § miles, which appeared to
be a destroyer or smaller antisubmarine vesscl, angle on the
bow zero (Contact No. 1). Position ; 118-42E. Submerged
diately. The target maintained a sicady course at high

specd toward our diving point and was identified as a torpedo
boat of about 225 fect in lengih, 3stacks (the forward one split).
Decided
which made periscope observations hazardous

ing 071°T (Contact No. 2). Cor d
1 target was made out to be another torpedo boat,

tiorpedo attack duc to s

lsize and glassy sca

probably Otori or Chidori class, making high speed.

Ata range of 3600, target appcared to have got by so aban-
doncd approach, At this point he commenced pinging and
turned toward us to present a 10 degrce angle on the bow, at
slow specd.

“Target showed zero angle, still pinging, so ordered 300 fect
without increasing speed or using negative as it was still
not belicved that he had actual contact. Rigged ship for slent
ng and depth charge attack.
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While trying o get through layer at 200 feet heard screws pass

overhead followed shorlly by a barrage of 6 heavy charges
which did considerable minor damage. Went to 40 feet and
commenced evasion.

After much Ieisurely lstening and pinging during which the
torpedo boat staye ighton top of us,received 6 more charges,

pparently sct decper than the firs, but we were then at 465
feet and they were less ffective. Again heard screws through
the hull before the charges. Shorlly thercafier another A/S

vesscl joined in the hunt,

Bight charges delivercd by the two ships ina joint effort. Afier
these reversed course through the disturbance and they lost

contact for the first
12 November 1943.

din full moon and glassy sca and cleared the
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WAR

BENEATH THE

WAVES

A True Story of Courage and Leadership
Aboard a World War II Submarine

DON KEITH

caliBerR
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0804

1310 Sighted
109-58E.

e float scaplanc at about 6 il

Position 11-53N;

1845 Surfaced and set course to the eastward,
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1 (officer) submersion 3 sick days.
1 (officer) intereranial injury 5 sick days,
3 Gonnoceus infection, urcthea 0sick days.

“Total 8 sick days.
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Observed and heard at least five torpedo explosions as BOW-
FIN attacked. This was followed by gunfire, scarchlights, and
few random depth charges. BOWFIN then reported the re-
sulls of her attack as one sunk, two damaged and said she
would wait for us. Also reported the two undamaged ships
standing down toward us, 4-5000 yards apart. Commenccd
approach on the one to scaward. They had increased specd
and were zig-zagging radically and independently.

(about) BOWFIN reported that she only
Teft, suspected shell holes in her mai

d two torpedoes

induction, and was

still in good position for an attack. Again told her to go right
ahead.

One of BOWFIN' last two torpedoes exploded at the end of
ty giving us a jolt. BOWFIN then re-
ported she was standing out 1o seaward.

the run in our vi

Afier considerable difficulty in attaining satisfactory firing
position on the now very alert target, but with only a litle
darkness remaining, fircd four torpedocs from the siem tubes
ated torpedo run of 3600 yards (Attack No. 1),
Lost sight of target in land background just as firing was
commenced and when next seen she had zigged about 30°
d and felt one torpedo explosion which timed
ct torpedo run but target was then obscured by

with an es

away. He:

with corr
smoke from our engines as we went ahead for daylight posi-
tion

By sunrise had not been able to gain position ahead of the
target and knowing that there would be planes and more
AJS vessels out from Camranh Bay, 40 miles avay, soon after
dayligh, decided to submerge and try to close the coast to
intercept one of the damaged ships coming down. Only
the target we had chased was sighted, however, and he

had changed course to far inshore. It is believed others did
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SJ Radar contact at 290°T, 14,000 yards. Five ships indicated
Commenced tracking and working for position ahcad at 18
knots. S ns of BOWFIN's
radar and at first believed she was also tracking convoy. How-
ever,after obtaining estimatcs of course, specd and composi-
tion of convoy asked BOWFIN by voice radio if she was on
them. She replied that she had no targets so we gave her the
position, course and specd cstimate and our position, and
learned that she was coming up from south about four miles
inshore.

hory thercafer picked up

Pinging commenced from dircction of the convoy and radar
picked up two more ships, smaller and closer. These believe
o be escors.

(about) BOWFIN reported that she was in good position and
asked permission o attack. Told her 1o go right ahead. She
wason the inshore side with an excellent land mass and cloud
background. We were unfortunately on the opposite side with
a bright clear sky (the first in many days) in the background.
We were also on the outside track as the convoy rounded
Cape Vare






