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May 23, 2022 | Southern Baptist Life: Rumors of Abuse | Throughout my experiences in Southern Baptist churches, I encountered at least six different situations of significant sexual abuse.  Most were from the church I grew up in, The Rock Baptist Church.  While at least one other was from a church that I worked at | “One of the ministers used to take boys on special camping trips.”

“He just likes to dress up like a clown and spend time with the boys.”

“Hell, I was 14 when I got married.  What’s wrong with that minister kissing that girl?”
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July 20, 2022 | LITTLE ROCK IS MURDER ROCK! | *Delivered at Little Rock City Director’s Meeting | Good evening my name is Rev. Dr. Jeff Hood.  I just moved to Little Rock about a year ago.  My wife is a Professor of Art Education at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock.  We live off of Shackelford between Rodney Parham and Markham.  I could spend all night talking to you about the crime that is happening in our area since we got here.  I could talk to you about the shooting at the Waffle House.  I could talk to you about the shooting at the Circle K.  I could talk to you about the police chase out of North Little Rock that ended in our neighborhood just last night...and pitting them into an apartment complex.  I know that y’all have engaged conversation about the new development at Breckenridge Village...but I wanted to let y’all know that there is already a business there...it happens every night...it’s a shooting range.  Sometimes in this life, you got to say your prayers right in order to be right.  So, tonight I want to talk to you about language.  The words that I am hearing coming out of city hall are ridiculous.  To continue saying that violent crime is down 3% while murders are up 29% is absurd.  What type of revolting disgusting type of mind do you have to have to keep on saying such absurdity.  29%!  50 homicides!  That means it is possible by the end of the year that we will have 100 homicides!  What in the world is going on?  This ain’t Little Rock this is Murder Rock!  Murder Rock!  Regardless of how you spin it.... This city has become Murder Rock!  All of this language coming out of City Hall is crazy!  “These are domestic incidents.”  Do victims of domestic violence not matter?  “These are personal situations.”  Do persons not matter?  It’s July!  50 murders!  100 families....at least 50 right now.  Dads.... Moms.... Children.... Sisters.... Brothers... absent from Christmas.... Birthdays.... I want to know what this Board...what the Mayor is going to do about it.  No more spin!  No more spin!  People are dying!  I know I can speak loud...but I don’t know that I can speak loud enough for the mayor who is absent tonight to hear me...so I got to rely on you to get to him.  This board has got to make him understand that this is not acceptable.  I shouldn’t have to come down here and scream to feel like I am being heard.  Families are desperate.  100 homicides!  Think about that number.  Sit with it.  Let it guide you!  You’ve got to pray right in order to be right.  You’ve got to speak right in order to be heard right.  So please for God’s sake change your language!!!  I don’t want to hear that violent crime is down 3% when murders are up 29%!  For God’s sake...talk about the 50 people who are dead in this city.
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November 23, 2022 | Unscripted Thoughts on the Immorality of the Death Penalty | The rapidity with which these executions are taking place is stunning.  In fact, these executions are becoming so routine that it’s easy for people to forget that actual humans are being executed.  Such dehumanization has a variety of consequences...not the least of which is that we become comfortable killers.  You see it takes a real human to kill and it takes a real human to be killed.  The two are intrinsically connected.  Thus, our dehumanization further has the consequences of dehumanizing the victim.  Meaning, if you erase the killer then you are erasing the killed.  Our common humanity will either be our common triumph or our common downfall.  Right now, it is our lack of humanity that is making room for these executions to continue.  We are zealous to destroy with no idea of how to rebuild.  Humanization is the only path forward...yet we seem so determined to go backward. | A child of God is not a caricature, and a caricature is not a child of God.  Reality is real.  A human is real.  We must come face to face with what we are doing.  We must listen to the stories of the condemned.  We must feel the pain of the victims.  We must search out the totality of these circumstances.  We must find a way to heal.  If we do not, we will continue to live under the evil of vengeance.  These executions are a measurement of progress.  Have we moved past the barbarism of destruction?  Or, have we progressed to a place of hope?  It seems quite logical that one cannot teach people how not to kill by killing.  Can you imagine placing our children at the window of the execution chamber and telling them that this is the way that society is going to learn not to kill people?  Such thinking is absurd.  Yet, it is the path of our reasoning.  The moral implications of these executions should not be lost on anyone.  We are declaring who we are. | So, do we choose to honor the memory of the departed by killing?  Or, do we choose to honor the memory of the departed by making sure that such killing never happens again?  There is no way to stop killing by continuing to kill.  This is our moment.  Will we become killers too?  You see, morality swings both ways.
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December 23, 2022 | Scott Eizember: The Christmas Appeal | Barring a miracle, Scott Eizember is going to be the first person executed in Oklahoma next year.  For months, I’ve served as his spiritual advisor...and as one of his most tireless advocates.  In time, Scott and I have become friends.  For many, it might seem strange to call someone on death row a friend.  To me, what’s strange is that we live in a world that thinks it’s strange to befriend an outcast.  Isn’t that contrary to the message of Christmas?  Thousands of years have passed since an outcast was born in a stable.  This is the season to celebrate right?  The outcast from that stable changed the world.  Far be it from me to say that Scott is on equal footing as Jesus, but it might be important for us to take a second to remember that God has been using outcasts to change the world for a very long time.  In fact, God’s love always seems to start with the outcasts.  While I don’t expect such revelation to immediately change anyone’s mind about executions, I do hope that the beauty of Christmas reminds us to pray for the outcasts...including Scott.

December 29, 2022 | “Thou Shalt Not Kill: A New Year Without the Death Penalty | “Thou shalt not kill.”  The simplicity of the statement belies the profundity of its’ message.  Indeed, the message makes it clear that we belong to each other.  We are each other’s keepers.  We are not to kill because we don’t want to be killed.  We are called not to take the life of the other as a means of protecting life in general.  We are not to kill.  Though the source of such a statement is religious, the utility of it is profoundly humane.  If we want to survive as a species, then we shouldn’t kill each other.  Killing is an existential problem.  There is no survival in killing.  Yet, we have multiple killings scheduled in the coming weeks.  Some might call them executions, but the truth is that they are killings.  Each time we execute someone we are rebelling against the fundamental law that binds us together in community...our collective humanity, “Thou shalt not kill.” | The start of a new year fills us with hope.  There is an expectation that we’re going to make this year better than the last.  Of course, this would mean that we’ve stopped for a second to consider what made the past year less than desirable.  When you ask people if killing would fit into such a category, of course most would say yes...though I doubt most would be thinking about the death penalty.  How can you teach a society not to kill when their government keeps killing people?  Indeed, the death penalty is an existential threat.  It taps into the worst of us...a belief that there can be something moral about killing...and produces a lesson that is even worse still...that vengeance is somehow an appropriate manifestation for the governance of human conduct.  Surely, we’re better than this?  “Thou shalt not kill.”  Maybe this will finally be the year we begin to practice what we preach.  A time in which we are made better by our restraint.  The next person on death row would be a good place to start.

December 30, 2022 | “The End”: The Weight of Ben Cole’s Stuff (Part 3 of 4) | For the last few months of my life, I’ve worked incessantly to try to save Scott Eizember’s life.  Despite my fiercest efforts, I’ve been unable to stop his execution.  On January 12, I will more than likely stand in the execution chamber with Scott, pray and read scripture and watch him die.  Thus is the role of a spiritual adviser....  In recent days, Ben Cole’s stuff has taken on new meaning.  Every time I walk past the pile, I am reminded that the hour of execution is fast approaching whether I like it or not.

December 31, 2022 | “The Power”: The Weight of Ben Cole’s Stuff (Part 4 of 4) | Before he died, Ben Cole told me that he would return in three days.  Under great delusion, Cole earnestly believed that he was a messianic figure.  Of course, I thought such thinking was nuts.  But then, I allowed myself to journey a bit.  In Matthew 25, Jesus said, “I was in prison and you either visited me or you didn’t.”  If Jesus declares that he was in prison, then it doesn’t take too much mental gymnastics to think about Jesus on death row.  If one can put Jesus on death row, then it doesn’t seem like too far of a reach to think of Jesus being executed (especially when he actually was executed by the state).  So, maybe Ben Cole was actually much closer to being a messianic figure than anyone actually gave him credit for...just not necessarily in the way that he imagined.  Honestly, his things have taken on a sort of iconic/sacramental status for me.  That is to say, they are weighty.

December 31, 2022 | “Thou shalt not kill.”  The simplicity of the statement belies the profundity of its’ message.  Indeed, the message makes it clear that we belong to each other.  We are each other’s keepers.  We are not to kill because we don’t want to be killed.  We are called not to take the life of the other as a means of protecting life in general.  We are not to kill.  Though the source of such a statement is religious, the utility of it is profoundly humane.  If we want to survive as a species, then we shouldn’t kill each other.  Killing is an existential problem.  There is no survival in killing.  Yet, we have multiple killings scheduled in the coming weeks.  Some might call them executions, but the truth is that they are killings.  Each time we execute someone we are rebelling against the fundamental law that binds us together in community...our collective humanity, “Thou shalt not kill.” | The start of a new year fills us with hope.  There is an expectation that we’re going to make this year better than the last.  Of course, this would mean that we’ve stopped for a second to consider what made the past year less than desirable.  When you ask people if killing would fit into such a category, of course most would say yes...though I doubt most would be thinking about the death penalty.  How can you teach a society not to kill when their government keeps killing people?  Indeed, the death penalty is an existential threat.  It taps into the worst of us...a belief that there can be something moral about killing...and produces a lesson that is even worse still...that vengeance is somehow an appropriate manifestation for the governance of human conduct.  Surely, we’re better than this?  “Thou shalt not kill.”  Maybe this will finally be the year we begin to practice what we preach.  A time in which we are made better by our restraint.  Amber McLaughlin would be a good place to start.
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The Virus & LRSD

Dear Editor,
These are frightening times.  It’s difficult to know who to trust.  Thankfully, with each wave of the virus, the reporters at the Democrat-Gazette have made sure that people know the facts.  Masks slow down the spread.  Vaccines can lessen the chance of serious cases.  Numbers are skyrocketing.  People continue to die.  People deny such facts at their own peril...or to the peril of others...which is why I write to you.

We have five young children.  For the last week, we have openly wondered whether our children would be able to go back to their Little Rock School District (LRSD) schools.  As numbers continued to skyrocket, we assumed that virtual learning was a foregone conclusion.  Then, we received a message to the contrary late last night (January 4).  Without many other options, we were forced to take our kids to school.  Only a few short hours later, we were told that LRSD was going virtual.

Honestly, it wasn’t shocking when Superintendent Mike Poore made the announcement.  This is what should have been done in the first place.  What is shocking is that Superintendent Poore exposed all of our children to this wave of the virus so that he could recheck the numbers in real time.  Well, if he had just read the Democrat-Gazette (and a whole host of other outlets), he would have known that the current spread of the virus was very dangerous and not conducive to large gatherings of people.  Now, our family (along with countless others) is left to sit at home (with our LRSD lessons/computers of course) and wonder whether or not every runny nose, cough or sneeze is a manifestation of a deadly virus...when Superintendent Poore very easily could have made this decision before they were forced to attend school in the first place.

The Rev. Dr. Jeff Hood

Little Rock, Arkansas
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The Police Just Burned a Man to Death

For nearly a decade, I have worked with families whose loved ones have been killed in all kinds of situations of police brutality.  In video after video....  I have seen the police suffocate unarmed people to death.  I have seen the police shoot unarmed people to death.  I have seen the police run unarmed people over.  I have seen the police beat unarmed people to death.  I have even seen the police tase unarmed people to death.  BUT....  I can unequivocally say that I have never seen a video quite like this...

It sounds like Jason Jones had already had a wild night.  In fact, Jones stumbled (clearly impaired) into the lobby of the Catskill Police Department (CPD) because he wanted to confront the police.  To say the least, Jones was not in his right mind.  Regardless of his belligerence, Jones was not armed...just impaired.  Surely, any police could handle a situation like this, right?

Upon entering the CPD lobby, Jones stumbled around for about 10 minutes.  There is no doubt that his agitation is growing by the second.  Eventually, Jones decides to rip off his shirt and shoes.  Then, he grabs a huge pump bottle of hand sanitizer off the desk of the attendant and douses his entire upper body with the flammable liquid.  Immediately after, three officers advance on Jones .  One of them pulls out his Taser and fires.  Flames shoot up in the air.  Screams fill the room.  The electricity predictably ignited Jones’s body.  Surely, at this point the officers rendered aid, right?

Instead of helping Jones, the officers ran out of the room/into a corner.  In fact, these chicken shit officers hid until Jones extinguished the fire himself.  As Jones laid on the floor screaming in anguish, the officers/heartless assholes actually tried to put handcuffs on him.  These officers offered little to no aid until medics arrived.  Six agonizing weeks later (on December 15), Jason Jones died.  Surely, these officers have been charged with murder for their actions (either by commission or omission), right? 

Turns out, these officers haven’t been heard from much since this incident happened...and...of course...they’re scared for their safety since this video was released.  They should be.  They immolated a child of God.  While I pray for swift judicial punishment, I also pray that the images of a burning Jason Jones will haunt them until they beg both and God and society for forgiveness.  Make no mistake, I am a man of God.  Otherwise, I would be advocating for much much more.

As for the rest of us, I hope that we realize that the police are now burning people to death (amongst a whole host of other atrocities that are committed on a regular basis).  Those who remain silent now are inviting the flames to come for them later.  We will either stand together against police brutality or we will be their next victims.

Listen to the call of salvation...

Out in the streets, Jesus screams, “Fuck the Police!”

Amen.

For more:

https://nypost.com/2022/01/07/disturbing-video-shows-man-doused-in-sanitizer-burst-into-flames-after-being-tased-by-cops/
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The Hostage Crisis at Congregation Beth Israel: Shameful Responses from Christian Clergy

Earlier today, a lone distressed gunman entered services at Congregation Beth Israel in Colleyville, Texas and took four hostages (including Rabbi Charlie Cytron-Walker).  Amongst the gunman’s demands was the release of Dr. Aafia Siddiqui (a Pakistani woman who was convicted of terrorism charges in 2010).  After 11 hours, the situation ended with the death of the gunman and the rescue of the hostages.  

Throughout the ordeal, I watched responses from Christian clergy on social media.  Below, I’ve included some examples.  Though many of these prayers are more than appropriate, pay attention to what is consistently missing. 

––––––––
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Please join me in lifting prayers for Congregation Beth Israel in Colleyville.

Prayers for the release of all Congregation Beth Israel hostages safely!
Pray for our neighbors and Congregation Beth Israel in Colleyville!

Drop what you are doing and pray for Congregation Beth Israel!

Please pray for Congregation Beth Israel...

Praying for Congregation Beth Israel and their rabbi.

Holding sacred space and prayer for Congregation Beth Israel...
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In times like this, I find myself so ashamed of my fellow Christian clergy.

They seem to have forgotten who we are.

Prayers for Congregation Beth Israel are not enough.

In fact, calls for prayer that didn’t/don’t include prayers for the gunman are not Christian prayers.  We are called to love and pray for our enemies.  None of the above prayers do that.  In fact, I don’t think I saw one prayer from Christian clergy that did.
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The responses to the outcome were even worse...

––––––––
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The hostages are free and safe. Thanks be to God.

Everyone at Congregation Beth Israel in Colleyville is free and safe!

I am so thankful for this peaceful resolution. 

The terrorist never had a chance.

Praise God for a peaceful resolution!

Everybody made it out safely!

God did it!

––––––––
[image: ]


While I too am thankful for the release of the hostages (and pray for their continued recovery), you cannot follow the message of Jesus and unreservedly/even wildly celebrate the violent death of an obviously distressed gunman. Where are the prayers of grief for him? Where are the prayers for those that love him? Where are the hard prayers? 

It seems that most Christian clergy would rather just make fleeting prayers/statements.

Love requires so much more.

Amen.
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January 25, 2022
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Rev. Dwight Lee Wolter: The Church’s New Rambo

This afternoon, I was scrolling through Facebook and came across an opinion piece on Religion New Service entitled, “Resisting hate, as people of faith, includes readiness for self-defense.”  For added measure, the preview picture was of two white guys slinging guns around.  Assuming it was more nonsense from a right-wing nutjob, I scrolled by.  Then, I realized that it’d been posted in a group for organizers connected to the United Church of Christ.  So, I figured I’d check it out.  I regretted it immediately.  Throughout his shared opinion, Rev. Dwight Lee Wolter of the Congregational Church of Patchogue, New York (UCC) uses the plight of marginalized and oppressed people to justify his feelings of impotence and desperate need to take up arms/prepare for combat.

From the onset, Rev. Wolters leans heavily on threats that he has received/perceived to justify arming himself/his church.  From communications from the Justice Department to threatening messages to a police-issued panic button to church safety trainings to people spitting in his food (that one about put me over the edge) to anonymous communications, Wolters sets it up as if he is the most targeted minister/and his church is the most targeted church in America.  If that wasn’t enough, this cat wants to talk about how he is training his people for “combat.”  This guy thinks he’s Rambo.  Every time I hear a white minister use such violent language, it never ends well for marginalized and oppressed folk.  The powerless are more often than not on the other side of violent aggression from the powerful.  So what remotely sounds Christian about readying the powerful for combat?

It's interesting that Rev. Wolters has the nerve to cite Dylann Roof in his analysis.  As far as I’m concerned he is creating a church full of Dylann Roofs ready for “combat.”  I’m sure that every racist-ass police department in America would be willing to help with such a project.

To finish off his piece, Rev. Wolters says that he has added to his oath of ordination, “I will, to the best of my ability, protect and defend the people I feel called to serve against real and perceived assaults that come from both within and without the walls of our church community, which we established and maintain as a sanctuary from evil, oppression, injustice and other harms.”  What are real assaults?  What are perceived assaults?  What is within?  What is without?  How far does his/their mandate for protecting his/their people extend?  The marginalized and oppressed folks in his community better find out...before they are on the receiving end of his platitudes.

While I imagine that Rev. Dwight Lee Wolter is probably a nice guy and a capable pastor, his thoughts (readying people for combat) are beyond dangerous... especially for marginalized and oppressed people.

Jesus explicitly told us that our faith is about loving our neighbors...

So...

How in the hell can you love your neighbor and be preparing for combat against them?
This all sounds like some pretty twisted shit to me.

Amen.
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Gov. Hutchinson’s Bible Must Be Defective: On the Morality of New Prisons in Arkansas

“By this the world will know that you are my disciples, if you build more prison cells...”  That has got to be how John 13:35 reads in Arkansas Governor Asa Hutchinson’s Bible.  That’s the only way I can think of that he could claim to be a follower of Jesus and ask our legislature for upwards of a hundred million dollars for new prisons. Well this should be an easy problem to fix then, right?  I mean every version...from the King James to the New International to the English Standard to the New Revised Standard to the Revised Standard and on and on and on... all translate John 13:35 similarly, “By this the world will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another...”  So, I guess we just need to get a proper translation of the Bible in his hands?  If only it was that easy... 

The Governor seems to have mixed up what it means to love another as well.  Considering the extreme mental, physical and social consequences of solitary confinement, love don’t have nothing to do with create more space for it.  Considering we are not doing enough to address homelessness, mental health needs, addiction resources and poverty, love don’t have nothing to do with spending upwards of a hundred million dollars elsewhere.  Considering that Arkansas has yet to achieve universal access to Pre-K and has countless other educational needs, love don’t have nothing to do with taking money from children to build prison cells.  Considering love is the first task...not the last.

There is one thing that Governor Hutchinson is right about.  Prisons are expensive to create and maintain.  So it seems like it would be a better idea to put upwards of a hundred million dollars into spaces that would help us build a society where less people are required to go there.  What does Jesus require of us in such a time as this?  “By this the world will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another...”

Somebody please go get Governor Hutchinson a proper translation of the Bible and tell him to spend some time reading about love, before he turns the entire state of Arkansas into a prison.

Amen
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The Moral Bankruptcy of a Violent State...Protesting Prison Expansion& Documenting a Police Beating at the Arkansas State Capitol (including video).
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THIS WAS MY FIRST TRIP TO THE ARKANSAS STATE CAPITOL.

Full video of the rally is here:

https://fb.watch/baUb0jA4KT/
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The full of the beating is here (skip to middle):
https://fb.watch/bauTSeS7Ic/
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Today was an exhausting day.  With that said, I wanted to quickly put out a blog with everything that I have.  Links to the full video of the rally and the beating are above and below.  We undoubtedly live in a police state...Arkansas.

These are the initial words from the press release I sent out for UNITED AGAINST CAGES.

On Feb 10th, Governor Hutchinson announced support for an expansion of 500 new cages to the Calico Rock North Central Unit.  This budgetary expense is projected to cost close to $100 million.  Surely, budgets indicate what we value.  Rather than propping up problematic systems of incarceration, shouldn’t we be spending such money on efforts that build and foster community?  Imagine...affordable housing...pre-k expansion...pretrial diversion programs...mental health facilities...tuition-free community college...and on and on and on.  The possibility of community is why we’re UNITED AGAINST CAGES!!!

UNITED AGAINST CAGES

11AM / MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2022

ARKANSAS STATE CAPITOL STEPS

On Monday, February 14th, members of decARcerate, Arkansas Justice Reform Coalition and concerned citizens will gather on the Capitol Steps to voice their opposition to a recently proposed prison expansion. 

These are the words that I delivered at the rally, UNITED AGAINST CAGES.

The Moral Bankruptcy of a Violent State

Got it. Thank you. Thank you. Well, good morning. I've lived here for six months, six months, six months. We got here in August.

You know what? When we pulled up. And I started hearing people talk about more prisons, more cages, a lot of the racism, a lot of the other things you experienced almost packed up and turned around to find it. Yeah, that's true. But ultimately, I have a firm belief that God calls us to spaces of difference...difficult spaces.

Thank God calls us to spaces that are tough. And this is a tough space. This is a tough spot. That's excuse me. A tough fight for just a second. I want to get everybody involved. We talking about a hundred million dollars. I want you to think about what you could do with a hundred million dollars.

Hold on, hold on. I'm coming around. All right. One at a time. Hit me with it: social workers, peer support specialists, substance abuse treatment. adequate food, adequate housing, mental health support, free healthcare for everyone, job training.  A hundred million dollars could go a long way couldn’t it...

Well, you know, we got a lot of Christians, Arkansas, a lot of people that say that Christians in Arkansas, including the. Well, you have heard all of these examples of ways to love your neighbor as yourself, as opposed to locking up your neighbor.

You know, sometimes I worry that our governor left his Bible at home because when you talk about loving your neighbor as yourself, you're talking about providing resources to your neighbor. You're talking about providing education for your neighbor. You're talking about providing mental health services for your neighbor. You're talking about healthcare for your neighbor, but no, our governor seems to think that the best way to love your neighbor. Is instead of helping people instead of educating people, instead of providing a quality of life for people, you get ready to lock them up, what does it say about a society that builds prisons instead of schools? What does it say about a society that builds cells instead of mental health clinics?  I’ll tell you what it says...That the society is morally bankrupt.

We are here to create a moral society. It begins today.

Lastly, I got a phone call last night from a member of the news media.  The asked me a question I get asked often about these rallies, “Will there be any violence at this rally?” Everybody is always scared of violence. Immediately I responded, isn’t Governor Hutchinson’s proposal already violent? He’s the one talking about locking criminals up that don’t even exist yet. It’s the bullies/the establishment who always want there to be no violence. Well let me make something very clear... I am a man of peace. But I am
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