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Introduction to Roses

Roses represent love and beauty. Their colors and fragrance create the standard by which many other flowers are measured. Cultivated around the world for perfume, roses have a sweet and unforgettable scent. Yet many would-be rose gardeners believe they require constant care: pruning, deadheading, training, feeding, and lavish doses of sprays and chemicals. Roses do require attention, particularly the hybrid teas, but their glorious flowers make all your efforts worthwhile.

The roses in this book were chosen because they are tried-and-true performers under the conditions stated with each selection. Their flowers are lovely, each with a distinctive character and some with fragrances that linger in your memory long after the last rose of autumn has faded away.

the world of roses

To simplify your understanding of this large and variable family of flowers, the featured roses have been divided into six groups.
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SPECIES ROSES grow naturally in the wild. Typically, they produce flowers with five petals and come true from seed. They tend to be vigorous, ranging plants, ideal for settings where you want them to spread out and fill with blooms.
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SHRUB ROSES is a class for roses that don’t fit into the other groups. Some were bred by crossing sweet-scented, many-petaled old garden roses and more recent hybrid teas or other modern roses. In this category are ground-cover roses, hybrid rugosa roses, English roses, and others.
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OLD GARDEN ROSES are those that were grown in the nineteenth century and earlier; they were mostly cultivated before 1867, when the first hybrid tea rose was developed. They are further subdivided into approximately thirteen classes, including gallica, alba, Bourbon, tea, damask, and centifolia. Usually they bloom once each growing season, in early summer, finishing before the onslaught of Japanese beetles that devour other roses in much of the country.
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FLORIBUNDAS, GRANDIFLORAS, AND HYBRID TEAS are popular rose groups. While the bushy, cluster-flowering floribundas and grandifloras are a fairly recent development, hybrid teas date back to the mid-eighteenth century. Hybrid tea roses are prized for their elegant high-centered blooms, long stems, and wide choice of colors, as well as their often delightful fragrance.
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CLIMBERS AND RAMBLERS, with training, can grow over trellises, arbors, and buildings. They can also stand alone to form a lush free-form mound.
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MINIATURE ROSES are very small. While a climbing miniature rose may reach 10 feet tall, the typical mini is 8 to 24 inches high. The flowers, leaves, and even thorns are all in scale with one another.


how to use this book

Let the pictures that follow inspire you to grow roses of your own. Or, if you already grow roses from one or two categories, study the entries for unfamiliar plants and try something new. Why garden, after all, if you can’t have fun?

Whichever rose you choose, whether it climbs over an arbor or edges a little flower bed, savor it. Learn about roses firsthand by growing them, nurturing them, moving them when they do not thrive, and replacing them if they die, all the time increasing your knowledge of and joy in what many consider the most perfect of flowers. Included in the account for each kind of rose is information about the necessary growing conditions and vital statistics, as well as bloom time, using the designations common to reference books, rose nursery catalogs, and plant tags. Naturally, the exact date or month varies depending on where you garden and that year’s weather conditions.


EARLY: This means the rose blooms in late spring or early summer.

MIDSEASON: The rose begins blooming in early to midsummer.

ALL SEASON: It blooms continuously, from early summer through fall.



CARING FOR YOUR ROSES

Individual growing requirements and suggestion for care are included with each rose, but there are some general cultural and maintenance procedures that apply to all roses.

siting

Take into account the shade tolerance, height, and width of the roses you choose to grow. Leave room for the shrubs to mature.
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preparing the hole

Dig an ample hole, 2 feet wide and deep (somewhat less for smaller plants), and amend the soil with compost, well-rotted manure, leaf mold, or store-bought humus. If you’re inclined to measure, use at least one part organic material to two parts soil. If your soil is heavy with clay, use sand mixed with humus or crumbly rotted manure to increase the drainage. Add a couple of handfuls of bonemeal or superphosphate to the hole to promote root growth. To avoid compacted soil, don’t plant your rose when the soil is wet.

PLANTING

For a bareroot rose, soak the roots of the plant in water at least overnight or for 24 hours. Then set it in the hole on a crown of mounded soil and spread out the roots evenly. For a containerized rose, pop it out of its pot and tease apart the roots, especially if they’re congested. Put it in a hole that is larger than the pot it came in. In either case, cover the plant so the bud graft is buried under 1 inch of soil in northern areas; it should be about 1 inch above the soil surface in warm regions. With your hands, pack the soil around the base of the plant. Water deeply.
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mulching

After planting, spread a 2-inch layer of mulch such as rotted manure or compost over the root zone to retain moisture and keep the soil cool. Renew in fall after the ground has frozen and again each spring when leaves begin to emerge.

FERTILIZING

Once established, mound composted manure around each shrub. You may also fertilize lightly with a complete rose food in spring as buds begin to break and again after the first bloom begins to fade.

pruning

Before bud break, remove dead, damaged, or crowded canes. Information about how much to prune the healthy canes of individual roses is noted with each entry; the best time is generally while the bush is dormant, in late winter or early spring. To shape a rosebush, just trim the branch tips by making an angled cut ¼ inch above an outward-facing bud.
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DISEASE CONTROL

Roses get mildew and black spot, among other maladies. Always remove and dispose of affected leaves and canes; in fall, rake and remove dead leaves from around the shrub. Spray susceptible bushes each spring just as leaves are emerging and again throughout the season as needed. See individual entries for specific information.

pest control

If you live in an area of lush lawns, then Japanese beetles may be a problem. Pick them off by hand in the cool of the morning when they won’t fly away, dropping them into a cup of soapy water to drown them. Spray grassy areas with milky spore or predatory nematodes. Rose stem girdler is a small green beetle that lays its eggs near the base of rose canes. When the soft-bodied grubs hatch, they feed on the stems, causing a swollen area, sometimes accompanied by splitting of the bark. To control, promptly prune out and destroy infested canes.
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COLD WEATHER

Determine the cold hardiness of the roses you like to see if they coincide with the area where you live. Most likely, your property has microclimates where tender plants can remain protected and relatively warm year-round, while others are fully exposed to the elements. In Zones 6 and north, protect roses from winter damage by mounding 12 inches of soil or mulch over the base of each plant in fall after the ground has frozen. The addition of rose cones, or straw and chicken wire, may also be warranted, and helps protect the plants from the devastating effects of freeze and thaw cycles. The following spring, do not bare the roses until danger of frost is past.
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Best Roses


Apricot Drift

how to grow

Apricot Drift thrives in a site with full sun and fertile, moist (though not wet) soil, but it can adapt to average soil conditions. A yearly application of organic mulch, in a 1- to 2-inch-deep layer, helps to keep the roots cool and moist and discourages weed growth around the base of the plants. Prune the plants in later winter to early spring. They flower on new growth, so you can cut them back hard—by one-half to two-thirds—to promote vigorous growth and abundant flowering. Diseases rarely affect this easy-care rose.


With the time-tested favorite ‘The Fairy’ in its heritage, there’s little wonder that Apricot Drift is an exceptional garden rose. The vigorous plants produce an abundance of clustered small buds that open to double flowers in shades of soft pink to peachy pink. When fully opened, the cupped blooms reveal a small cluster of yellow stamens in the center. They appear in a prolific first flush in late spring, with more flowers appearing through the rest of the growing season. As each flower finishes, its petals drop off neatly, so the plants stay tidy looking. Apricot Drift has a low, mounded growth habit and shiny deep green leaves.




ROSA ‘MEIMIRROTE’

GROUND COVER

ZONES: 4–10

SIZE: 1–2 feet tall, 2–3 feet wide

BLOOM TIME: All season

BLOOM WIDTH: 1–2 inches

FRAGRANCE: Light

THORNINESS: Moderate



how to use

Classified as a ground-cover rose, Apricot Drift is obviously ideal for planting in masses, but that’s just one way to enjoy it. Grow it singly or in groupings with perennials and shrubs in a mixed planting, use it as a low hedge, or plant it along the front of a foundation planting. In a container, its arching stems give the plant a cascading habit. Apricot Drift combines perfectly with blue- to purple-flowered companions, such as catmints (Nepeta spp.) and hardy salvias (Salvia spp.).
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Flower Carpet Scarlet

how to grow

Like most roses, Flower Carpet Scarlet thrives in full sun and fertile, moist but well-drained soil. It can, however, adapt to a wide range of soil conditions, and it performs surprisingly well even in some shade, especially in hot-summer areas. To keep the plants vigorous and free-flowering, treat them to a generous layer of chopped leaves, composted manure, or other organic mulch each spring, and water during extended dry spells. Pruning is easy: simply cut all of the stems back by about half in late winter to early spring. Flower Carpet Scarlet typically shows excellent resistance to common rose diseases.


Flower Carpet Scarlet creates a glorious spectacle in the garden, carrying an abundance of flowers through the entire growing season—nearly year-round in mild climates. Held in clusters, the semidouble blooms are orangey red when newly opened, aging to brilliant scarlet and creating a dramatic contrast to the glossy deep green leaves. The plants have a low spreading habit and are practically trouble-free, making Flower Carpet Scarlet an excellent choice for any site where you need a showy, easy-care rose. Well known for its tolerance of heat and humidity, it’s particularly good for southern gardens.



how to use

Classified as a ground-cover rose, Flower Carpet Scarlet truly does look terrific in a landscape setting: in spacefilling masses, covering a slope, or as a street-side planting. It also pairs well with other plants, as an edging for a collection of shrubs, or combined with annuals and perennials in a mixed border or flower bed. It also works well in large pots, or even big hanging baskets, to decorate a deck or poolside sitting area. Flower Carpet Scarlet even makes a cute cut flower for indoor arrangements.

 


ROSA ‘NOA8300B’

GROUND COVER

ZONES: 5–10

SIZE: 2–3 feet tall, 3–4 feet wide

BLOOM TIME: All season

BLOOM WIDTH: 2 inches

FRAGRANCE: Light

THORNINESS: Moderate




Oso Easy Paprika

how to grow

Encourage healthy, vigorous growth and abundant flowering by giving Oso Easy Paprika a site with full sun and fertile, moist (but not soggy) soil. Each year, in late winter to early spring, trim out any dead, damaged, or crossing stems, then cut the remaining canes back by one-third to one-half. After pruning, spread a 1- to 2-inch-deep layer of composted manure or another organic mulch around the plants to promote good root growth and discourage weeds from sprouting. Oso Easy Paprika generally shows good disease resistance but may be affected by black spot in some areas. If you notice dark discoloration on the leaves, pick off the affected foliage right away and spray the remaining leaves with a solution of baking soda and water to discourage further development of the disease.


The bicolor blooms of this gorgeous ground-cover rose are guaranteed to spice up your yard for months on end. Oso Easy Paprika provides a bountiful display of small clustered oval buds, which open into simple, single flowers with a yellow starburst in the center around a cluster of golden stamens. The main petal color is reddish orange on newly opened blooms, aging through coral- to peachy orange, giving the plant a multicolor appearance. The flowers appear in repeated flushes through the growing season over shiny, deep green foliage on spreading, mounded plants.




ROSA ‘CHEWMAYTIME’

GROUND COVER

ZONES: 4–10

SIZE: 18–24 inches tall, 24–36 inches wide

BLOOM TIME: All season

BLOOM WIDTH: 2 inches

FRAGRANCE: Light

THORNINESS: Moderate



how to use

This versatile beauty offers lots of options. It’s wonderful in small or large groups as a ground cover, of course: use it by itself to fill space on a flat or sloping site. It also looks great in a foundation planting or lining a path or walkway. In a mixed planting, it pairs perfectly with flowering partners in bright to pastel yellows or shades of blue and purple. Oso Easy Paprika adapts well to life in a large pot, too.


 



[image:  ]




[image:  ]


Rainbow Happy Trails

how to grow

Full sun encourages the most prolific bloom in most areas, but if you live in a hot-summer climate, consider giving it a bit of afternoon shade to keep the flowers from bleaching out. Average to moist, well-drained soil that’s enriched with organic matter is ideal. After planting, cover the soil around the plants with a 2-inch-thick layer of mulch to promote good root growth and discourage weeds. Water regularly for the first year and during dry spells after that. Rainbow Happy Trails naturally produces long, trailing stems, so it doesn’t need much pruning; simply clip out any dead or damaged stems in late winter to early spring and snip shoot tips as necessary to shape the plants. Powdery mildew and rust usually don’t affect this rose, but black spot may be a problem in some areas; spray with a mixture of baking soda and water to discourage disease development in humid climates.


If you’re looking for a ground-cover rose but can’t decide on just one color, take a look at Rainbow Happy Trails. This distinctive rose offers a variety of colors on just one plant, depending on the growing conditions. At the beginning and end of the growing season, when the weather is cool, the blooms appear nearly red with yellow centers. In warmer weather, the petals are bright pink at the tips and glowing yellow toward the base, often with a bit of white in between. The clustered oval buds open to cupped double flowers that appear in nearly continuous flushes throughout the growing season over glossy green leaves. Rainbow Happy Trails has a naturally low, spreading habit, making it ideal for use as a ground-cover rose.



 


ROSA ‘WEKSURDICLA’

GROUND COVER

ZONES: 5–10

SIZE: 1–2 feet tall, 3–6 feet wide

BLOOM TIME: All season

BLOOM WIDTH: 2–3 inches

FRAGRANCE: Light

THORNINESS: High



how to use

With its multicolored flowers, Rainbow Happy Trails is eye-catching planted alone and spectacular in groups as a ground cover. Use it in masses to break up an expanse of lawn, let it trail over a retaining wall, or take advantage of its trailing habit to cover a hard-to-mow slope.


White Meidiland

how to grow

White Meidiland can perform better than many roses in partial shade but is most vigorous, healthy, and free-blooming in full sun and fertile soil that is moist but well drained. After planting, water thoroughly and spread a 2-inch-thick layer of organic mulch, such as composted manure or chopped leaves, around the plants to retain soil moisture, maintain fertility, and discourage weed growth. White Meidiland generally needs little pruning, other than removing dead or damaged stems. If the dead flowers cling to the plant, use a leaf rake to knock them off. Disease resistance is generally good, but if you notice dark or powdery spots on the leaves, pick off affected parts and use preventive sprays (a mixture of baking soda and water) on the remaining foliage.


Meidiland roses are a time-tested group for landscape and garden use. The classic White Meidiland is blanketed with a bounty of oval buds, opening to fully double flowers held in large clusters. They are typically pure white but may be lightly blushed with pink, particularly in cool conditions. Most abundant at the beginning of the season, flowers can continue to appear until frost. They show off beautifully against the glossy, leathery deep green leaves. White Meidiland is on the larger side for a ground-cover rose, so it is ideal for larger landscapes.




ROSA ‘MEICOUBLAN’

GROUND COVER

ZONES: 5–10

SIZE: 3–5 feet tall, 4–7 feet wide

BLOOM TIME: Midseason, with some repeat

BLOOM WIDTH: 2–3 inches

FRAGRANCE: None

THORNINESS: Moderate to high



how to use

If you have a large property, planting White Meidiland in masses is a great way to fill space with beautiful blooms. It also works well as a medium-height hedge or edging for driveways and wide walkways. In smaller yards, combine individual plants with other shrubs and perennial companions. Don’t hesitate to snip some of the blooms for cut flowers, too!
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Abraham Darby

how to grow

As with most English roses, a sunny location in good soil is best. Prune plants in winter in mild areas and early spring in northern zones. Cut the canes back by one-quarter for a more attractively shaped plant but fewer, smaller flowers. Abraham Darby is mildew resistant and mostly pest- and disease-free. It may show symptoms of rust in the East, Pacific Northwest, and mountain areas. To control, use a sulfur-based fungicide as needed. Always rake and remove dead leaves in fall.


Its large, spectacular blooms make Abraham Darby a must for any rose garden. The color is a soft, luscious apricot tinged with yellow on the inside petals and pink on the outer petals. The heady fragrance is soft and fruity. This rose was introduced by the English nurseryman David Austin in 1985 and named for a leader of Britain’s industrial revolution. Abraham Darby blooms repeatedly until frost brings the show to a halt. The blossoms last a long time in a vase or bowl as elegant, perfumed centerpieces. Just beware of the thorns, which may grow to 1 inch long.



how to use

Abraham Darby is versatile in the landscape. Planted alone, it makes an attractive specimen planting. Planted in groups of three, it makes a dramatic garden statement since the individual plants will eventually merge into one large mass of leaves and flowers. To create this effect, stake out an equilateral triangle with 2-foot sides and plant one rose at each corner. This rose also works well in a mixed border or as part of a rose bed featuring different rose varieties.

If you lack the space for a shrub rose in your garden, plant this rose as a low climber. The arching stems of Abraham Darby can grow up to 10 feet tall when trained against a wall or trellis.

 


ROSA ‘AUSCOT’

SHRUB (ENGLISH)

ZONES: 6–9

SIZE: 4–6 feet tall, 3–4 feet wide

BLOOM TIME: Summer to frost

BLOOM WIDTH: 5 inches

FRAGRANCE: Moderate

THORNINESS: Very




Beach Rose

how to grow

Rosa rugosa does best in full sun but also grows well in sites with some light afternoon shade. It thrives in adverse conditions, making it a good choice for areas with sandy soils, coastal gardens, or hot, dry sites. Plant in any well-drained soil. Fertilize by top-dressing with rotted manure in spring and again in fall. Shear a hedge or windbreak each spring. This rose is occasionally troubled by rose stem girdler (prune out and destroy infested canes) and Japanese beetles (handpick).


Rosa rugosa is a familiar sight along the New England coast. Some call it the beach rose because it thrives in harsh seaside conditions. Others say it’s the Japanese rose because it originated in Japan (and in Korea and northern China). Most gardeners who grow this rose agree that, whatever its name, this rugged plant adds both heady fragrance and beauty to the garden. Perfumed blossoms of magenta-pink with five to twelve petals open from long, pointed buds. These repeat from spring until frost. Canes are thick, upright, and robust—and bristling with thorns. The dark green leaves are leathery and wrinkled with deep-set veins; they turn yellow in fall. The fat, round hips measure about an inch in diameter. This rose is disease-free and winter hardy to -50°F and stands up to 6 feet tall with a dense and spreading habit.




ROSA RUGOSA

SHRUB

ZONES: 2–9

SIZE: 3–6 feet tall, 6 feet wide

BLOOM TIME: All season

BLOOM WIDTH: 2–3 inches

FRAGRANCE: Strong

THORNINESS: Very



how to use

Because of its dense habit and its thick, prickly stems, Rosa rugosa makes an impenetrable hedge. It can also bring summer-long contrast and color to the typical foundation planting of conifers and broad-leafed evergreens. Rugosas are suitable for mixed beds and borders. They thrive in difficult conditions, such as near a busy road in poor soil with exposure to pollution, or in the path of harsh, salty winds at the seaside.
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