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    Author's Note
I've never been fond of insects, especially roaches.  I don't want them in my house, and I know many people feel the same.  But over time, I've come to realize that every living thing — even the ones that make us uncomfortable — serves a purpose.  They are part of the balance of our world.
Win, Lose, or Roach grew from that idea.  The Bugmaster, a curious young female Latina scientist, learns that even the smallest creatures have feelings and value.  Sometimes we must protect ourselves, but force should never be our first choice.  Whether we're dealing with insects, animals, or people, empathy and understanding can change how we see the world.
My hope is that all readers, young and old, enjoy the adventure, laugh at the roaches' antics, and — maybe without even realizing it — begin to see life from different perspectives.  Because that's how we learn to live in harmony, with each other and with everything that shares our planet.
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