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METROPOLISVILLE, SUMMER 1987


THE UNDERPASS
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Suspended from duty, Detective Chase Warren of the Metropolisville Police Department sits alone in his brown Plymouth Gran Fury, engine off, parked beneath an overpass. He’s waiting for a contact to show. Twenty years on the force, and he’s knee-deep in corruption charges—shakedowns, bribery, and a dozen other sins the D.A. is just itching to make stick.

A car approaches from the left. Not the same one his guy drove last week. This one’s a silver ’79 Datsun 510. It rolls past Warren, stopping near a pile of junk—mattresses, cracked bottles, plastic bins, the usual filth. A man steps out.

Warren clocks him in the wing mirror.

“Who the fuck is that?” he mutters. No panic—could be Mambo playing it cautious.

The guy’s got peroxide-blond hair, mirrored sunglasses. Looks like a bootleg Billy Idol.

Warren gets out.

“You Warren?” the guy says.

“Yeah. Who are you?”

“You don’t know?”

“Mambo send you?”

“Mambo... yeah, that’s right,” the man replies, fidgety.

“What’d he say?”

“Everything’s gonna be all right.”

“You got the dough?”

“The dough?”

“Yeah, the fucking dough, man.” Warren’s twitchy now. Mambo’s deals are usually tight.

“Yeah, I got the dough.”

“Where?”

“In my car.”

“Go get it.”

The guy grins, heads back to the Datsun. Warren watches him pop the trunk and pull out a sports bag. He returns.

“You got the cash in there?”

“Yeah.”

“Open it,” Warren says, glancing around like any dirty cop sweating an ambush.

The man drops the bag to the pavement, unzips it—and pulls a gun.

He shoots Warren six times.

Boz Holliday spits on the corpse, climbs back into the Datsun, and drives off before anyone knows what just went down.
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CRACK
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Crack spread like a virus through America’s streets.

By the late ’70s, Colombian cocaine was piling up. The glut crashed prices—some said by as much as eighty percent. Dealers had to pivot. So they cooked the powder into a hard, smokable rock. Called it “crack.” Sold in tiny hits to a much bigger crowd—for a much bigger profit.

By 1985, the media was calling it an epidemic. No state was spared. No major city untouched.

“You got some shit for me, bro?” Milky asks the guy on door duty at the base of a public housing block in one of Metropolisville’s many projects.

Milky’s a black man in his late forties, twitchy, eyes hollowed by the pipe.

“You got money?” the dealer asks.

“Ten bucks.”

“Show me.”

Milky flashes the crumpled ten he jacked off an old Greek lady two hours before, knife to her throat.

“Step inside,” the man says, snatching the bill.

The dealer is JayPax, Lamont Craig’s main boy. Craig runs the crack in this neighborhood.

JayPax leads Milky into the elevator and rides him up to the fourth floor, Craig’s place.

“Wait here,” he says, and disappears into apartment 41.

Milky waits. And shakes. Been five minutes. JayPax has his ten. No crack.

He knocks.

The door swings open. A new guy now. Red Kangol, Marcus Allen jersey, Raiders number 32.

“What you want, motherfucker?”

“My shit, man. My crack.”

“What shit?”

“I paid, man. I paid for it!” Milky says, bouncing, full of junkie panic. He knows what’s coming. It always comes.

“Split, nigger.”

The door slams.

“Motherfucker!” Milky yells, teeth chattering.

“What you say, blood?” The door’s open again. There’s a gun now, aimed straight at his face.

“Nothing, brother.”

Looks like he’ll have to jack someone else. Find another dealer. Try his luck again.

Metropolisville’s full of them.
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CHINA GARDEN

[image: ]


Detective William Spence knows he’s in too deep. But the money’s good. Always is.

“You want something to eat?” asks his commanding officer, Lieutenant Randall Moore.

Another secret meeting. Tonight it’s the China Garden in Elizabeth, just outside Metropolisville’s southern limits—safely away from prying eyes.

“No, I just ate.” Spence sits, twitchy as usual. “So what is it?”

“What’s up with you?”

“I’ve got to get back. What do you want?”

“Warren’s dead.”

“You think I don’t know?”

“And if the shit comes back our way?”

“I thought you had everything under control.”

Moore’s eating noodle soup, fumbling with chopsticks.

“Use a spoon,” Spence mutters.

“I’m just saying... Anyone in the department said anything to you?” Moore slurps a noodle.

“No.”

“You sure?”

“What the fuck is this, sir?” Spence says, bristling. He had a future. Could’ve been clean. Should’ve listened to Josh Spiller, one of the only good cops left. But instead, he’d sucked up to Chase Warren. That was the real mistake.

“I’m saying if it circles back, we’re fucked. Everything—and I mean everything—points at us.”

“You don’t say.”

Greed. That’s all it ever is. You take the spoon, you eat from it. Spence knows that now. A year ago, he didn’t care—was pulling two grand a month in kickbacks, living large.

“Keep your ears open. Maybe nothing happens. But maybe it does.”

“Anything to eat
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