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Sophie smoothed the front of her charcoal gray blazer, pressing her palms flat against the wool to steady the slight tremor in her fingers. The high-security corridor smelled of floor wax and stale coffee, scents she had worn into her clothes for twenty-five years at the bar. Her heels clicked sharp and disciplined against the linoleum. At fifty she still ran five miles before dawn three days a week and lifted with a trainer twice more. The strength in her legs was a kind of armor she had built piece by piece, and she felt every bolt of it tightening as she approached the steel door of Room Four.

The Correctional Officer (CO) didn’t look up. He waved her toward the scanner with two fingers. Sophie put her briefcase on the belt, stepped through the metal detector, collected her things on the other side. Routine. She had done it a hundred times. Today though the air felt heavier in her chest. Today she was seeing Delroy, and Delroy made every visit feel like a small interrogation she was conducting on herself.

“Room four, Counselor,” the CO said, handing back her ID.

She nodded and walked the last few yards. Inside, he was already at the bolted table, posture loose, knees apart, the chair tipped back on two legs like he was waiting for a girlfriend rather than his attorney. Twenty-five years old. The skin of his forearms a deep brown under the harsh light, the green of his eyes startling against it. A neat beard. The orange jumpsuit somehow worn well, the cuffs pushed up to show the corded muscle underneath. He looked her over once and a slow smile started at the corner of his mouth.

“You’re late, Sophie.” Delroy said.

He never used her title. She set the briefcase down and clicked it open. Two metallic snaps.

“The check was slow. We’ve got the witness statements from the fourteenth. There are inconsistencies that need addressing if we’re going to dent the state’s timeline.”

She pushed the papers across. He didn’t look at them.

“You look tired,” he said. “Long night reading my file, or is the work catching up?”

“My energy isn’t the subject of this meeting. Your defense is. If you want to avoid a twenty-year stretch I suggest you focus.”

The chair legs dropped onto the concrete with a clack. He leaned forward, forearms heavy on the table. The distance between them halved.

“You act cold but I clock you, Sophie. I see how you look at me when you think I’m busy reading. You’re in shape. You run. I’d put money on it. Disciplined. Hard. I keep wondering what you look like under that suit.”

Heat ran up her neck. She had not been with a man in nine years. Nine years of work and the gym and bed alone, the particular silence of a house where nobody else lived. She should have killed the conversation there. She was a senior attorney. She had instead the strange, weightless sensation of a courtroom going quiet around her, the kind of pause that meant the next thing she said mattered more than anything she had said all day.

“That’s enough.” It came out softer than she meant.

“Is it?” he replied.

He stood. He was taller than she had remembered. The room shrank with him in the middle of it. The cameras in these rooms were mounted but recordings of privileged consultations weren’t kept, and they both knew that. He walked around the table slowly, hand trailing the edge.

“You spend your life defending men like me but you never live, Sophie. Fifty years old, beautiful, lonely. I see it in your eyes every visit.”

He stopped behind her chair. The heat of him was an actual thing on the back of her neck. Prison soap and underneath it something animal. His hand settled on her shoulder, fingers tracing the line of her collarbone through the blazer.

“I’m your lawyer,” she said.

“You’re a woman. And I’m a man who knows what you need,” he replied.

She turned in the chair to deliver the rebuke, the practiced cutting line. She looked up and the line went somewhere else. His green eyes had stopped being arrogant for a second. They had landed on hers and something honest was there, something hungry that wasn’t a game.

She stood. Their faces were level now. He cupped her jaw and his thumb traced the corner of her mouth.

“Tell me to stop.”

She opened her mouth. Nothing came out. Her hand found the front of his jumpsuit and gripped a fistful of the coarse fabric.

“We shouldn’t,” she said.

“But we will.” he countered.

He kissed her. Not slow, not asking. The first kiss in nine years and it was a prisoner’s mouth on hers, hot and certain. Her body answered before her brain caught up. She kissed him back, hands on his chest, feeling the hard wall of him through the jumpsuit, and he made a low sound and pulled her tight against him.

He backed her into the wall. The cold concrete shocked the silk of her blouse against her spine. She reached for the buttons of her blazer with frantic fingers. The blazer hit the floor. Her blouse followed.

He stepped back to look at her. Standing there in her lace bra and her tight gray skirt and her heels, hair coming out of its bun, she felt more visible than she had in years.

“Christ,” he said. “I never knew you were hiding all that under those suits.”

His hands went to the zipper of his jumpsuit and pulled it down to his waist. He shrugged the top free, peeled it off his arms. His chest and shoulders were a sculptor’s argument, broad and lean and worked. She reached for him without thinking, palms flat against his pectorals, feeling the heat of his skin.

“Skirt off, Counselor,” he commanded.

She unzipped it and let it fall. He looked at her in just the bra and the lace panties and the heels and his eyes went dark.

He lifted her like she weighed nothing, legs around his waist, and walked her to the table. The case papers went onto the floor in a single sweep of his arm. He laid her back on the cold steel and pulled the lace panties down her thighs and off, dropped them somewhere behind him. He pushed the jumpsuit and his briefs off his hips together and his cock came free against the inside of her thigh, hot and thick, harder than she remembered a cock being.

“Spread your legs for me.” he told her.

She did. He looked down at her, splayed open on a prison interview table, and ran two fingers through the wetness already gathering on her cunt. She made a noise she hadn’t heard herself make in a decade.

“You’re soaked, Sophie,” Delroy said.

“Shut up and fuck me, Delroy. The buzzer goes in fifteen minutes.”

He laughed. He reached down, lined himself up, and pushed inside her in one long deep stroke. She gasped and her back arched off the steel. He was big and the stretch of it burned for a second before her body remembered what it was for. He held still inside her, both hands gripping her hips, watching her face.

“That’s
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