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Praise for
The Jesus Mission


“Read about Jesus accomplishing the twenty-seven impossible missions that the Father gave Him, and your heart will be filled with awe and wonder. Discover the missions that Jesus gives you, and you’ll experience His love and purpose beyond anything you have ever imagined!”

—DR. PAT ROBERTSON, chairman of the Christian Broadcasting Network




“Only Jesus can meet the deepest longing of a woman’s soul. If you have ever wondered how, as a woman, you can have a more intimate and miraculous relationship with Him, The Jesus Mission will take you there.”

—JULIE CLINTON, president of Extraordinary Women




“Steven K. Scott reminds us of Christ’s commands in a way that makes them understandable. The practical action items in The Jesus Mission will get you on the right path to a more intimate relationship with God.”

—JOSH MCDOWELL, speaker and best-selling author




“Using the statements of Jesus, Steven Scott shows us how to love God the way He wants to be loved—the way that literally opens the heart of God to you and brings you into a whole new level of intimacy with Him. And as you discover the incredible missions Jesus accomplished, you will see His glory as never before.”

—DR. GARY SMALLEY, author of The DNA of Relationships




“The more you get to know God, the more He will amaze you! In The Jesus Mission, Steven K. Scott shares the simple path that will get you on the right track.”

—MARK BATTERSON, lead pastor of National Community Church, Washington DC, and author of Primal and In a Pit with a Lion on a Snowy Day




“If you want to leave a positive legacy, The Jesus Mission gives you the road map you need. I highly recommend it.”

—GARY CHAPMAN, PhD, best-selling author of The Five Love Languages and Love as a Way of Life




“The Jesus Mission gets straight to the point of Christ’s mission to set the captives free. It will change your life and empower you to make an impact in the lives of others that will last for eternity.”

—NICK VUJICIC, evangelist and author of Life Without Limits




“Be prepared for something incredible to happen as you experience Christ’s words penetrating your heart. Steven K. Scott does a masterful job of helping us grasp the close relationship with God that we deeply desire.”

—DR. CHUCK LYNCH, author of I Should Forgive, But …




“In The Jesus Mission, you will see the Savior as you have never seen Him before. Any misconceptions about who He was, why He came, and what He wants His followers to do and to be will be replaced with His truth, according to the words He spoke. It’s time to make His priorities our priorities!”

—DR. TIMOTHY CLINTON, president of the American Association of Christian Counselors




“Steven K. Scott provides a practical and doable path to living each day supernaturally. His chapter describing how to experience intimacy with God is profound, yet so clear. It all is based on Jesus’ words. If you have ever wanted a comprehensive handbook on what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ, you are holding it in your hands.”

—DR. DAVID STOOP, author of You Are What You Think and founder of the Center for Family Therapy
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To the King of kings and Lord of lords,
the One who paid the ultimate price that no one else could pay and
freely gave me that which cost Him everything. Oh what a Savior!
To my Heavenly Father,
who willingly gave the One He loved above all others
for those of us who didn’t even care.
How can You love us so? Let me love You and Your dear Son
the way You desire to be loved.
To the Holy Spirit,
whose ministry has delivered the miracle of the second birth
to millions since that glorious day He was sent to earth.
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To my sweet wife, Shannon,
who selflessly supports every aspect of my life and ministry,
has a selfless love for our family,
and is my wonderful example of someone with a true,
childlike faith in the Lord.
To my children and grandchildren:
May following Christ and living in true intimacy with God be
your diligent pursuit and experience throughout your lives on earth.
To Jim Shaughnessy and Gary Smalley:
Oh how God has used you both
to make me want to be more like Jesus!
To Pastor Keith Craft:
Your life, ministry, faith, and prayers have made
an eternal difference in every aspect of my life and ministry.
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And this is eternal life, that they may
know You, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.

—Jesus
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THE GREATEST MISSION
THE UNIVERSE HAS
EVER WITNESSED


If Jesus were to fail, the earth and
everyone on it would be doomed.



About two thousand years ago, all the hosts of heaven watched in amazement as God sent His only begotten Son on a mission. While living on earth, God’s Son would take on the form of a man and give up His divine rights. As a man, He would be tempted in every area of life in which ordinary men and women are tempted. If the Son succumbed to even one temptation, His mission would be aborted, and the earth and its inhabitants would be doomed.

Though He lived as a man, the Son’s communion with His Father remained unbroken. His obedience to the Father’s will was nothing short of perfect. The close communion He enjoyed with His Father was crucial to the successful completion of His mission.

But the Son’s mission on earth was not just one mission. In His teachings, He revealed that He came to accomplish twenty-seven seemingly impossible missions. If He failed in even one, all would be lost. Each of the twenty-seven missions had to be completed, and without error, during His brief life on earth. And amazingly, He did it!

THE MISSIONS JESUS GAVE TO US

While most Christians are familiar with the Great Commission from Matthew 28:19–20, which is Jesus’ command to make disciples of all nations, many may be unaware that before Jesus left the earth, He commissioned His disciples—and everyone else who would follow Him in the future—not with just one Great Commission, but with four lifelong missions that all believers are to focus on.

As believers, we often struggle with what God wants from our lives. What is His specific will for each of us, and how should we invest our lives to advance His work on earth? Jesus did not leave us in the dark, to guess at what God desires for us. The missions He left for us to carry out give us eternal purpose and a clear focus for our lives. As we pursue the four missions He gave us, we will experience the ultimate Christian life.

Far from being overwhelming, these missions sharpen our focus and intensify our faith. Out of all the opportunities and possibilities that believers could pursue, Christ points us to the missions He chose for us. There is no reason for believers to guess about what God wants or to worry that they are not hearing from God. In His teachings, Jesus has already revealed it all.

In the words of Christ from the four gospels, we have our job description. Jesus chose to give us the glorious opportunity to partner with Him in the same way that He partnered with His Father. As we pursue the four lifelong missions, He gives us His miraculous power and grace to fulfill each one. Jesus said, “Anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father” (John 14:12).

As we carry out our missions, we will live in an intimate relationship with Him that is modeled after His relationship with His Father. Just as Jesus relied on His Father and drew wisdom and power from Him, so can believers today draw near to Christ in the most intimate relationship on earth. This is not restricted to a few special Christians or limited to the most holy. Jesus invites all His followers into an intimate relationship that mirrors the relationship He experienced with His Father when He was on earth.

Before we look at this relationship with Christ, there are a few realities we need to consider.

BETTER THAN A CRYSTAL BALL

It’s tempting to think that life would be much easier if only we could know what lies ahead. If we had a crystal ball that would allow us to see into the future, we could take the risk and uncertainty out of decision making. Think about it: you could win the lottery every week. If you’re an investor, you could read tomorrow’s Wall Street Journal today and make a fortune overnight. You could steer clear of traffic jams and dangerous motorists. You could ensure good health by avoiding the threats of disease and disaster. If only you had a crystal ball, you could become your company’s most valued employee by next week—and without relying on hard work and business acumen.

No longer would you be uncertain or indecisive. With an infallible crystal ball, you could see the long-term benefits and consequences of every decision and choice. You would have the potential to avoid making mistakes in every area of your life.

But that is all it would be—potential. That’s because you would still be lacking one critical element. Even if you knew everything you needed to know about the future, you still would not have the power to change your life. You would not have the will to do the right thing in every instance, and you would still be subject to circumstances over which you have no control.

Knowing the future would not replace sadness with joy, emptiness with fulfillment, or death with eternal life. It would not eliminate the guilt you experience when you do something wrong. It could not empower you to love others unconditionally. For all the changes a future-seeing crystal ball could bring, it couldn’t bring the most important changes that you need or desire. And worst of all, it could not bring you even one step closer to an intimate relationship with an eternal, infinite God.

What you will discover in this book is infinitely better than a crystal ball. You won’t be able to read the future, but you will find out how you can enjoy the most intimate, powerful, and miracle-filled relationship possible with God. This relationship, which Christ offers to us, can replace sadness with joy, emptiness with fulfillment, failure with accomplishment, and most important, death with eternal life. Imagine having a relationship with God in which He reveals Himself to you in new ways every day. He will reveal His loves and desires, His values, and even His miraculous power in unique ways—to you, one of His closest followers.

Imagine experiencing Christ’s presence every moment of every day. Imagine being so close to Him that He whispers in your ear His thoughts, His guidance, even His perfect will for every decision you face. Imagine knowing that you are the focal point of His amazing love. In turn, you will gain the power to love others unconditionally in ways you never thought were possible. Imagine gaining the power to love and forgive even the people who have lied about you, betrayed you, and violated your trust.

This is the life of power and supernatural love that Christ lived on earth, and it can be your life as well. When you live in an intimate relationship with Him, He teaches you how to abide in His love and power. He directs your steps and opens your eyes to choices and decisions that produce a life of eternal significance.

GETTING OUT OF THE WATER BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE

Imagine that you are alone in a small rowboat. You have only one oar and no sail. If you are floating on a quiet lake and not drifting a great distance from shore, you should be able to make your way back to dry land. That is, unless a storm erupts and pushes you in the opposite direction.

Most people assume their lives should go smoothly, with only minor interruptions and reasonable obstacles to overcome. They don’t see why they should have to deal with major setbacks such as serious illness or financial misfortune. They expect a life of steady progress, with few detours and with the support of close relationships.

I see this all the time. Many go about their daily lives with little sense of direction and purpose, expecting success but not making the sacrifices necessary to achieve their goals. They don’t realize that the dam that lies beyond their field of vision is about to break. The quiet mountain lake will suddenly turn into a raging torrent that will pull everything on the lake to the breach in the dam. The current will force the rowboat and its occupant over the broken dam. That destiny will be inescapable.

Your life can seem to be as peaceful and nonthreatening as a quiet lake. But a life that appears to be a comfortable refuge, protected from adversity, is never what it seems. No one is spared the hard realities of life on earth. The only real question facing us is, when will the dam break?

Most of us expect the status quo to remain. We have no sense of urgency pushing us to refocus our lives on what is most important. We justify the way we live by saying, “I’m doing okay. Surely God doesn’t expect that much more from me.” We find it easy to compare ourselves to others who make worse choices than we make. “Maybe I’m not Billy Graham, but I’m not Adolf Hitler either.” Oddly, we feel good about landing somewhere in the middle. “If God grades on the curve, I’m probably between a C+ and a B-.”

Here’s the truth. God doesn’t grade on a curve. He sees you as you really are. He knows your words and actions, your true motives, and the intentions behind everything you do and think. Even more, He measures your actions, words, and motives against His standards, which reflect His perfect righteousness. Jesus gave us a glimpse of God’s perfect standards when He said if you have been angry with someone, you are just as guilty as one who committed murder (see Matthew 5:21–22). If you have failed to love your neighbor in the same manner and degree that you love yourself, then by the standard of God’s love, you have not loved your neighbor.

And here is something many have missed that prevents them from experiencing the ultimate intimate relationship with God. If we don’t love God in the way He wants to be loved, then our love for Him is worthless. Ouch! That’s bad news for all of us. But the great news is that He loves you and me anyway! He loves us so much that He has made the ultimate sacrifice (the death of His Son) to bring you and me into a miraculous, love-drenched, eternal relationship with Him.

THE FOUR-DOLLAR FRAME WITH A HIDDEN TREASURE

As he walked through a Pennsylvania flea market in 1989, a young man picked up an old painting that was for sale. He later described it as “dreary,” but he liked the ornate frame and thought he could find a print to replace the ugly painting. And the price was only four dollars.

When he got home and started to remove the frame’s backing, the frame fell apart. He was upset at first but then noticed a folded piece of paper that had been tucked beneath the painting’s backing. It appeared to be a printed copy of the Declaration of Independence. It was in such good condition, however, that he thought it must have been put there by a recent owner.

The buyer of the painting was wrong. This copy of the Declaration of Independence was produced by a printer named John Dunlap at the request of Alexander Hamilton and the Continental Congress on the night of July 4, 1776. It was one of an estimated two hundred copies that were printed to be circulated in the thirteen colonies. By 1989, there were only twenty-four copies known to exist, and this was one of the three most pristine. This copy of the Declaration had been hidden right after it was printed, because to be caught with a copy would result in being hanged as a traitor. The man who purchased a frame and a dreary painting for $4 sold a rare copy of the Declaration of Independence for $2.4 million. A few years later it sold at auction for $8 million.

The previous owner of the ugly painting, who sold it for four dollars, had made the greatest financial mistake of his life. His error was that he had assumed the worth of the painting was limited to what could be seen. But as the flea market customer realized later, the true value was determined by what was hidden on the inside—that which could not be seen.

How do you value yourself? By your physical appearance, income, possessions, or job title? We all tend to measure our success, the quality of our lives, and our worth by the things that can be seen—the same mistake that was made by the previous owner of the ugly painting in the ornate frame. The truth is that we all resemble that old painting in the ornate frame. The painting is our nature that has been beaten up, bruised, and blurred by years of disappointment, hurts, and self-centeredness. The ornate frame represents the external features of our lives, which we rely on to try to appear more important and valuable. But hidden beneath it all are our souls, hopelessly trapped by self-centeredness and our sin nature.

We would be lost but for one thing. Standing nearby is God Himself. His vision for you and me is not limited by outward appearance, lack of the trappings of success, or our inborn self-centeredness. God said, “For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7, NKJV).

As you read the chapters that follow, you will discover how God wants to liberate your soul and give you an eternal Declaration of Independence. You will see that He desires to set you free to be all that He designed you to be. And just as the Declaration of Independence created a new nation with an unparalleled destiny, when God sets you free, your destiny will not only change, but it will also take on eternal significance in your life and the lives of countless others.

THE CORE OF CHRISTIAN FAITH

We can live in an intimate relationship with God only because of what Christ has done. None of this would be possible if He had not first accomplished all the missions He was given. Imagine, a God who loves you so much that He sent His Son on a mission to rescue and liberate you! This is the God you are going to come to know and love more intimately than you have ever imagined possible.

The Jesus Mission will take you to the core of Christian faith, clarifying what God wants from your life and showing you the difference between subscribing to a religious belief and actually following Jesus as He desires. This book is broken into three sections, with each one exploring what Jesus taught, promised, and commanded. The Jesus Mission builds from the starting point (being born again and experiencing real intimacy with God), to the four missions Christ has given us (what God wants from your life), to the way Jesus reveals Himself and the work He did on earth (the twenty-seven impossible missions He accomplished).

We’ll start at the beginning. In part 1 you will learn from the words of Christ exactly how God wants to be loved and how you can live in an intimate love relationship with Him.
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CHAPTER 2
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THE FOUR MOST
IMPORTANT QUESTIONS
YOU WILL EVER ASK


You can’t truly love God unless you
love Him according to His desires.



I am a pragmatic, results-oriented businessman who discovers breakthrough products—products that do things nothing else can do. Then my companies acquire the worldwide marketing rights to the new products, and we build businesses around them. Our efforts have been blessed beyond measure, resulting in billions of dollars in sales. As a very practical entrepreneur, I have no time to spend on anything that is not what it purports to be. I’m not interested in theories or good ideas. I invest my efforts only in the things that are absolutely real.

The life of faith is no less important. No one wants to spend time pursuing superstition, mistaken beliefs, or ineffective practices. Doing so is not only a waste of time but a waste of one’s life. In my pursuit of God, I want to do things His way.

Jesus is not a mythical figure from history who I hope is real. During the past forty-six years, I have experienced a relationship with Christ that is as real as my relationships with my wife, my children, and my best friends. I have experienced countless events that even the most skeptical onlookers would have to classify as miracles. My purpose here is not to persuade you that Christ is real. My purpose is to share who Jesus really is—what He is like, what He loves, and what He hates. I also will share why He came to earth two thousand years ago and, most important, what it means for you.

WHAT THIS WILL DO FOR YOU

When I speak to audiences about the realities of Jesus Christ and my relationship with Him, I often hear comments such as “I wish my relationship with the Lord was more real” or “I don’t feel like I’m nearly as close to Him as I want to be.” People wonder why God seems distant and why He is not more involved in their lives. People tell me, “I just wish I could know He’s hearing my prayers” and “If only I could see Him face to face for just a couple of minutes.”

Every year I speak to thousands of men and women at churches and Christian conferences. I nearly always ask, “How many of you wish you could have a more intimate relationship with God?” Nearly everyone will raise their hand!

How would you answer if I asked you that question? Do you wish you could have a more real and more intimate relationship with God? The great news is you can! There is nothing God wants more than for you to start living in an intimate relationship with Him. As you read this book, you will discover what to do to enjoy the intimacy with God that you have wanted for so long. And you won’t learn it from me; you will learn it from the Lord Jesus Himself.

You will have the opportunity to experience a life-transforming relationship with Christ. It will be more powerful than falling in love, getting married, raising your children, or enjoying time with your best friend. You can enter into a tangible relationship with God that goes deeper than any other.

In human terms, the greatest love we experience is love for our children. And yet, the love for God that grows in your heart can surpass even the love of a parent. I recently met a forty-two-year-old believer from Romania named Beni Lup. After hearing his story, my heart bonded with him. And Beni, his family, and the Christians of Romania became my new heroes of faith.

CHRISTIANS WHO KNOW GOD INTIMATELY

Ion Vasile was a Romanian soldier during World War II. On a battlefield he heard Americans in a trench singing hymns. He and a number of other Romanian soldiers made their way to the American trenches to meet the men who were singing. Not only did the GIs share the gospel with the Romanians; they gave them their pocket hymnals.

Ion experienced firsthand the love of God as he heard of God’s grace and mercy and the sacrifice made by God’s Son for Ion’s sin. He surrendered his life to Christ and committed the rest of his life to following Him. After the war he returned home to his wife, Ceta, and their eight children. They started an underground church in their village that grew to a congregation of twenty-five within one year. By then, Romania had been taken over by Communists. As the new regime gained control of the nation, Christian meetings were outlawed, and Christians were terrorized. Without warning, believers were seized from their homes, sometimes never to be seen again. And those who did return bore scars from the brutal torture they had endured.

Romanian Christians had no choice but to gather secretly to worship God in homes. With curtains drawn and light from a single candle, they silently mouthed the words of hymns and studied God’s Word.

One of Ion’s daughters, Lia, married a believer named Nelu Lup. After years of trying to conceive a child, they learned from a doctor that Lia would never be able to become pregnant. Upon receiving this heartbreaking news, Ion, Ceta, Lia, and Nelu prayed for a miracle. They promised the Lord that if He would intervene and give Lia and Nelu a child, that child would be dedicated to the Lord’s service. Lia became pregnant, and on July 20, 1969, as the world watched Neil Armstrong take his first step on the moon, Lia gave birth to a son they named Beni.

Under the Communist regime, Bibles were outlawed. If you were caught with one, you could be thrown in prison. If you were caught distributing Bibles, you were sure to go to prison, where you would be tortured, and most likely you would never be seen again. And yet the Romanian Christians treasured nothing as much as a Bible.

When Beni was a child, Bibles were hidden near the Lup home. Beni’s dad would retrieve the package of Bibles and place it in young Beni’s backpack. In the morning, as the boy walked through the countryside to school, he would climb a hill and bury the Bibles under a tree. The Lups never knew who left Bibles for them to deliver, nor did they know who recovered the Bibles that Beni buried. Yet this went on for years.

Years later Beni’s father told him, “Every time I watched you begin your walk up that hill, I felt what Abraham must have felt as he took Isaac up the mountain to be sacrificed. I knew that if anyone saw you, you would be taken, and I would never see you again. Every day I had to choose to love God more than my only son. And every day God reminded me that He had sacrificed His one and only Son for us. As you walked out of view, my heart was breaking. But every afternoon you came back home. Oh how I love God!”

This is the kind of relationship with God I am talking about. Not simply a religious philosophy to discuss or a ritual of religious formalities to follow. I’m talking about a relationship with God that is so real and so personal that when you experience it, it becomes more important than anything or anyone else in your life.

A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF JESUS CHRIST

In a later chapter we will discuss the most common misconceptions about Jesus. For example, many people believe that Jesus wanted to start a new religion. Others are convinced He was a Gandhi-like figure who was consumed by notions of social justice and changing the plight of the poor.

I am appalled when people take a handful of Jesus’ statements out of context and twist them to support their own positions that are completely contrary to His teachings. It seems that every group wants to claim Jesus as the cheerleader for its pet cause. This is done by political groups, religious groups, charitable groups, and various causes and campaigns. But Jesus does not give us that option. He did not come to earth to join anyone’s group or to carry the banner for anyone’s cause, no matter how noble that cause may be. To the contrary, He came to call us to join His cause, to become His followers, and to serve in His kingdom. He said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me” (Matthew 16:24, NKJV).

No one has to guess who Jesus is and what He stands for. He has told us in His nineteen hundred statements recorded in the New Testament. Unfortunately, most people—even those who say they believe in Jesus—are unaware of many of His teachings.

ACTING ON WHAT YOU KNOW

Just as important as what you believe about Jesus is what you do in response to who He is and what He said. In later chapters we will look at the twenty-seven specific missions that Jesus came to earth to accomplish and the four missions that He assigned to us. But we can’t live the life that God promises us if we don’t first understand Jesus as the Scriptures reveal Him. For example, people are led to believe that because God is a God of love, He really doesn’t care if we do what He commands. God’s love, grace, and mercy certainly exceed the limits of our imagination. But so do His righteousness and justice. The same Jesus who said, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16, NKJV) also said, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven” (Matthew 7:21, NKJV). He then warned those who were the most religious: “Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ ” (Matthew 7:22–23, NKJV). Because so many people are not aware of everything Jesus said, they are lax about obeying His teachings. And they are quick to remake Him into a Santa Claus god of their own design.

But Jesus does not give us that option. To have an intimate relationship with Christ, our only choice is to follow Him on His terms. And He is the One who sets the terms.

If you haven’t decided whether you want a relationship with God, you will have a chance to see Jesus as He really is. You will learn what He said is needed to receive God’s gift of eternal life. You’ll discover His secrets for having your prayers answered and how you can experience a greater level of joy and peace than anything you have experienced before. And with all the violence, unrest, deadly disasters, and war in the world, wouldn’t it be wonderful to be free of worry and fear?

You may wonder why I feel qualified to state who Jesus really is and what He requires from us. I’ll tell you. In addition to my forty-six-year relationship with Christ and countless hours of Bible study, I spent two years doing what no other person had done before—I organized all of Jesus’ statements (more than nineteen hundred) into 225 topics and made them available in a book. The Greatest Words Ever Spoken1 gives readers the opportunity to read Jesus’ words on every subject He addressed and to get to know Him on His terms. As a result of going over each of His nineteen hundred statements again and again for two years, I became intimately aware of how His teachings fit together and gained the big picture of why He came to earth, what He preached and taught, and the whole of His teachings, topic by topic.

Why is a topical arrangement of His words so helpful in understanding His character, His missions, and His requirements? Let me give you an analogy.

The Ultimate Set of Jigsaw Puzzles

Imagine if I showed up at your house with boxes containing 225 jigsaw puzzles. When assembled, each puzzle will create a wonderful picture. Now imagine that rather than assembling the puzzles one at a time, we dumped all the pieces of all 225 puzzles onto the floor. You would have hundreds of separate pieces, and each piece would have color, shape, and a purpose. But as long as the puzzle pieces are left in a pile, you would only be able to guess what picture the puzzle maker wanted to convey. And virtually anyone could pick up any puzzle piece and say anything they wanted to say about that piece.

For example, you could pick up a blue piece and say it was part of a lake. But when you fit it into the puzzle, it turns out to be blue sky reflected in the windows of an office tower. You think it’s simply a puzzle of a beautiful sunny day. But the beauty of the scene is shattered when you add another puzzle piece. Now you realize this is a picture of terror. Approaching the sky-blue wall of this office tower is a Boeing 767. This puzzle does not form a picture of a beautiful sunny day in New York City; it is a picture of the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001.

You see, to understand the artist’s message, you have to see the whole picture. And to do that, every piece must be considered and given its place in the picture as a whole.

As I organized the statements of Jesus into 225 topics, I saw for the first time the whole picture of what He was saying, subject by subject. When you step back and take it in, seeing His entire teaching on a subject is incredibly powerful. If someone takes a verse from the Bible out of context, it can be misinterpreted and misrepresented. But the clear picture that is formed by Christ’s teachings taken all together (and on each topic) can not be misinterpreted or manipulated. A person’s opinion and bias cannot overcome the clear meaning of Jesus’ words—addressing the subjects He considered most important—when they are looked at together.

FROM ATHEISM TO FOLLOWING CHRIST

By the age of fifteen, I had become what the reformers called a “practical atheist.” I thought there was a possibility that the Bible could be true, but only a slight possibility. More convincing to me were the questions I had about the existence of God that no one had been able to answer. As far as I was concerned, God was as mythical as Santa Claus.

One night shortly before I turned sixteen, I met George Byer, a former atheist who had become a believer in God and a dedicated follower of Jesus Christ. That night he confronted me with the reality of Jesus Christ.

George was the head chemical engineer for one of the largest aerospace firms in America. He didn’t talk to me about religion; he didn’t even present a religious argument in favor of belief. Instead, he explained that God didn’t want a religion to come between me and Him. Rather, God wanted an intimate and dynamic personal relationship with me. As wonderful as this sounded, there was one giant roadblock. I couldn’t believe that an eternal, infinite God existed.

George asked if I would read a book he wanted to give me. I asked, “How thick is the book?” He said it was about a half-inch thick. That sounded pretty easy, so I agreed, and he ran to his car and brought back a copy of Mere Christianity. This is the classic argument for God’s existence by atheist-turned-Christian C. S. Lewis. Less than a week later, I found myself believing that Jesus was the Person He claimed to be—the only begotten Son of the living God.

That was in 1964, and in the forty-seven years that have followed, Jesus has proved Himself in a thousand ways, including the incredible miracles that He has performed in my life. In spite of all my failings, He has always been there. I know that He’s real, not because of my hope or belief, but because of the tangible experiences I’ve had with Him. He never fails to demonstrate His love, mercy, and grace in and around my life. In a later chapter I will share a number of events that can’t be explained by anything other than the work of an infinite God. One dramatic example was the instant disappearance of my son’s cancer, which the surgeons and their team could only call “a miracle.”

My goal in writing this book is simple: to help you answer the four most important questions you can ask, and to offer you a simple path that can result in a level of intimacy with God that is more real, more life changing, and more miraculous than you have imagined possible. This is a path that was authored by God the Father and announced, demonstrated, and illuminated by Jesus Christ.

THE FOUR QUESTIONS THAT WILL DEFINE YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

Everyone who seriously considers the question of God’s existence, and all who want to know Christ in an intimate relationship, must find the answers to four questions:


1. What does God want from you?

2. How can you give God what He wants?

3. Who is Jesus?

4. Why did Jesus come to earth?



The answers to the first two questions open a path to experiencing a deeper level of intimacy with God and the miracles that accompany such an intimate relationship with Him. The answers to the last two questions will surprise and shock a lot of people and will expose common misconceptions about Jesus and His missions on earth. He did not come here to establish a new religion, and He was not a social reformer or a champion of earthly equality. Jesus revealed the twenty-seven missions that He came to accomplish, which we will look at later. We also will look more closely at the evidence of His divinity and the saving work Christ did on the cross.

You do not have to take a leap of blind faith to believe in Jesus. There is more than enough evidence to convince even the most hardened skeptic. The beliefs of your heart begin in your mind. Many people have not gained a saving faith in Christ because their minds have never been fully exposed to the truths about Him and the truths He revealed when He was on earth.

If you are on the fence, or if you are holding back in ways that prevent you from knowing Christ in an intimate relationship, consider this: If Jesus is who He claimed to be, His words would be absolute truth. Therefore, discovering what He said about you, your life, and your eternal destiny is more important than any other information you will ever consider! Christ’s words answer the core questions of your life: Why am I here? What is my purpose on earth? Is it possible to gain eternal life, and if so, how?

These are just a few of the questions Jesus answered about you and me. And if He is God (as He claimed), then His answers are the final word.
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