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Prologue:


[image: ]


T

ales from the riverbank, its secrets whispered to the wind. For centuries, its gentle flow has witnessed the ebbs and flows of human life: joy and sorrow, love and loss, dreams and despair. Along its banks, stories have unfolded like the petals of a water lily, delicate and resilient. In these tales, the river's whisper echoes through the hearts of those who have walked its shores. 

You'll meet strangers who become friends, lovers who lose their way, and dreamers who find solace in the river's soothing melody. As you embark on this journey, listen closely to the river's voice. Its wisdom will guide you through the twists and turns of the human experience, reminding you that, like the river itself, our stories are ever-changing, yet forever connected. Join me on this winding path, where the river's whisper becomes a roar, and the tales of yesterday, today, and tomorrow blend into a timeless tapestry." 

Alternatively, you could write a more poetic or lyrical prologue, such as: 

"River of memories, river of dreams, your waters whisper secrets, it seems. 

In twilight's hush, where shadows play, the stories of our hearts come to stay. 

In these pages, the river's voice is clear, A chorus of love, laughter, and tears. 

Listen closely, dear reader, and you'll find, the river's whisper echoes the rhythm of the human mind."
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Reader's Guide
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W

elcome to "Tales From The Riverbank"! This guide is designed to enhance your reading experience and provide a deeper understanding of the stories within. 

Before You Read


›  Familiarize yourself with the table of contents and contributor list.


	Take note of the story genres and themes. 2

	. Consider the historical and cultural context of each story. 





›  While You Read 

1. Pay attention to character development and relationships. 

2. Identify themes, motifs, and symbolism. 

3. Analyse the author's use of language and literary devices. 

4. Consider the story's structure and pacing. 



›  After You Read 

1. Reflect on the story's meaning and message. 

2. Evaluate the author's intentions and success. 

3. Discuss and compare interpretations with others. 4. Consider the story's relevance to your own life.



Discussion Questions

1. What themes or motifs emerged throughout the story? 

2. How did the author use language and literary devices? 

3. What character traits or relationships stood out? 

4. How did the story's structure and pacing contribute to its impact? 

5. What personal connections or insights did you gain? 



Literary Devices to Watch For

1. Imagery and symbolism 

2. Foreshadowing and irony 

3. Stream-of-consciousness and unreliable narrators 4. Allusions and references 

5. Character development and dialogue. 
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PHASE ONE
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[image: image]I am a man who loves to read and write, stay at Ekurhuleni, Kwa-Thema near Springs. I neither drink nor smoke, an athlete. After matriculation, I study at TNT aka TUT in Soshanguve, doing ND Accounting. Then participated at IDASA in 2004 learning about democracy and acquired Certificate. In 2019 I managed an artist named Odé who sing Ndebele Afro-Pop. In 2021 I received a certificate at Nelson Mandela University of Technology of being an artist.

Mandlamadonsel@gmail.com - +27 60 494 3390

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Ekse Mfethu, Crime Doesn't Pay
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G

rab a chair as an agriculture class is in progress. Lebo instructed the student from TUT to plant parsley as part of their practical’s studies. Nkare the beef between Lebo and Majozi has a lot deeper than meets the eye. Majozi says, eyamadoda ayipheli. Mara Lebo minds his behaviour and focus on his field of work.

Farmers do much of their work in the field. He intends to capacitate as many learners as possible with his agricultural knowledge. Haibo! Ke o Ntate Lebo, you won’t believe what happened to this madala. After work, ready to go home. Jaw dropping as three Mafia's kidnap him and put in his car boot. They drive to a certain pozie, intended to kill him.

One of the off-duty police officer, who is his friend detected that his friend’s car is driven by gents, and they're in a hurry. He calls for a backup. Lebo on the other side begs this stooge to give him time to pray first before demise. He has faith in the God of the Ten Commandments. He believes that He will rescue him. They permitted him to speak to His Father in heaven, and they speak a strange dialect. “Gents, check abo Vader, and they were arrested as they try ukubaleka.

On the other side, Lebo makes a little prayer: “O Tyma who art in heaven. Forgive me if I did wrong against this jita’s...” They gents try to slaiza ama Gata, but it's blind spot, and they catch them. Lebo continuing with his prayer: ‘Forgive lama auti ama flops wabo. Amen!”

Clearly Lebo's prayer did something right, but he didn't know as he shivers on the sunny hot summer afternoon. Abo clever hide themselves with face musk, and cover Lebo’s eyes. He didn't see them. Only heard voices. He's waiting and sweating for a tricker to put away his worries. They way his wet, you may think he takes a short swim in the pool. Mara now is long time avale amehlo. When he opens it, Jita’s are nowhere to be found, magata’s van take a turn to the short left.

Bafwethu, you won't believe whose behind abduction. The three Stooges unwrap the evidence in the kidnapping case. Mara, do you know why this is? Majozi’s jealous of his success and covetous of his wealth.

The law came looking for Majozi after interrogation, and like whistle blower, they reveal the master mind behind. Abofo, they arrest u Majozi

Tjo, edanyana isn't pap en vleis, buda. Don't believe me? Ask Majozi who says he's lucky to be alive, the inmates show him colours. He’s bail bid crashes as attorney goes highway! His wife no-show in court, fears abahlali who are angry as stallion! What’s next? Majozi got by his wishes, as three Stooges turn against him.

Lebo put his pain aside and vaya to his house. Mara his experiences was more traumatic than lose a child. He goes to hospital for trauma treatment.

Ekse mfethu, crime doesn't pay.

By Mandla Madonsela 
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Leave my Black Girl alone! 
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A

we! Tears of joy and ululations filled the air at the Zoo when Thuli has pleasure of seeing monkey. Something big is brewing in Zoo! Ma'am Joyce is scrutinizing Thuli so intensely, want to know about James.

It's more than just lit at that Zoo elementary visitation! Children are surprised that Thuli doesn't fear monkey and name its James. Even the Zookeeper are amazed by young girl, who’s fond with monkey.

Catch the vibes and see why it's a community victory. Entlik they know about witchcraft, but not the person behind People go to Zoo to learn about animals mara it seems Thuli is the opposite. She knew about monkey but doesn't know that it's an animal.  

Ma'am Joyce warned Thuli: 'Stop spreading fake news, nana!'

Ok

Ma'am Joyce hits Thuli’s sweet spot!

Ma'am Joyce excites Thuli and cause her to cough out more information about James, the monkey that washes dishes and iron clothes.  Thabo called us to play with him, and when the door open, we saw someone who looks different, and we scream. “Hey nina, Thulani!!! said gogo Mthuthu, “do not tell anyone about James! It's our friend.”

Sho, some might have been timid to reveal such matter, but Thuli she's extremely joyous and feel hotter than a braai on a summer day! 

” Hella ngwana, you didn't fear when you see James at gogo Mthuthu’s house" the exotic kindergarten kid got excited. And answered: “No!”

And this revived her spirit as she now sees herself more bravery than her fellows.

Bona u Ma'am Joyce shocked and question herself about the monkey that lives ekasi and do house chores. Iyhoo, people are really 

Yho! The secret is out! Ma'am calls Thuli’s mom and ask about James and gogo Mthuthu. 

Poor Zodwa, Thuli’s mom is shattered by this matter. How could her only daughter keep such a huge secret? She knows gogo Mthuthu but not James. And make aware neighbours about James. Citizen plan to burn gogo Mthuthu. And someone alert her.

Eyi, now ziyakhala! U Gogo Mthuthu report herself to the police, and ask SPCA to collect monkey, to save her family.

Her children threaten to leave her alone, if she doesn't come clean about James, fearing that neighbours will kill them, and burn house. 

How did gogo Mthuthu get herself into this mess? She's living in fear, claiming she may die at any moment. What has led to this desperate situation? 

As’bonge! Gogo Mthuthu 

Thuli Thipe. Just like ‘Superwoman,’ she didn’t think twice to tell her teacher when she saw monkey. Her courage turned out the secret into heroism ekasi.

By Mandla Madonsela 
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‘Through this creative journey, I discovered the power of storytelling, weaving memories into a lasting tribute to my father’s extraordinary life.’ – Tshidiso Mokhale



[image: image]As a writer of trucking novels and entrepreneur from Mabopane, Pretoria, I am passionate about sharing the stories and sacrifices of truckers with the world. Through my books, merchandise, and advocacy, I aim to educate people inside and outside the logistics and trucking industry about the vital role transport plays in keeping our economy moving.

The transport industry is often overlooked, yet it is the backbone of our economy. Truckers sacrifice their lives, spending countless hours on the road, away from their families, to ensure that goods reach their destinations. They face numerous challenges, from gruelling driving conditions to stringent regulations, all while maintaining a critical lifeline for businesses and communities.

tshidisomokhale@gmail.com - +27 65 849 1439
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Nandi
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O

nce upon a time, in a small village, there lived a young couple, Themba and Nandi. They were deeply in love and had big dreams for their future together. But one fateful night, everything changed. Themba, who had been away working in the city, returned home infected with HIV. Unbeknownst to him, he had contracted the virus from a previous encounter. Nandi, unaware of her husband's condition, became infected too.

As time passed, they noticed strange symptoms. Fatigue, weight loss, and recurring illnesses plagued them. They sought medical attention, but the diagnosis was devastating they were both HIV positive. The news sent shockwaves through their community. Fear, stigma, and discrimination followed. Friends and family distanced themselves, leaving Themba and Nandi feeling isolated and alone. Despite the challenges, they found solace in each other. They began antiretroviral treatment and committed to managing their condition. But the virus had already taken hold, and soon, AIDS symptoms emerged. Themba's health declined rapidly. Nandi became his primary caregiver, nursing him through the darkest moments. She held him as he suffered through excruciating pain, and she whispered words of love as his body weakened. One day, Themba's eyes locked onto Nandi's, and with a faint smile, he whispered, "I'm sorry." Nandi replied, "You have nothing to be sorry for, my love. We face this together."

Themba's passing left Nandi shattered. She felt lost and alone, but she refused to give up. She continued treatment, fuelled by her love for Themba and her determination to survive. Nandi's story spread, raising awareness about HIV and AIDS in the village. Slowly, the community began to understand and support those affected. The stigma lifted, replaced by compassion and empathy. Nandi's journey was far from easy, but she became a beacon of hope. She founded a support group for those living with HIV and AIDS, sharing her story to educate and inspire. Though Themba was gone, his love and legacy lived on through Nandi. She continued to fight, ensuring their story would save countless lives and promote understanding in the face of adversity.

Themba worked in the mines in Johannesburg, far from his village and his beloved wife, Nandi. The gruelling work and loneliness led him to seek comfort in the arms of other women at the mining hostel. Unprotected encounters and a lack of awareness about HIV put him at risk. One fateful night, Themba engaged in intimate relations with a woman who was unknowingly carrying the virus. Unprotected and unaware, he contracted HIV. Months went by before Themba returned to his village, unaware of the virus growing inside him. He reunited with Nandi, and they rekindled their love. But the virus had already taken hold, and soon, Nandi became infected too. As Themba's health began to decline, he realized his past mistakes and the devastating consequences. He felt guilty for putting Nandi's life at risk and for betraying her trust. The weight of his actions crushed him. Nandi, however, stood by Themba, caring for him through the darkest moments. She refused to abandon him, even when the community shunned them. Themba's story serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of unprotected sex, the importance of awareness, and the devastating consequences of HIV and AIDS. His journey highlights the need for education, support, and compassion for those affected by the disease. n the end, Themba's love for Nandi endured, even in the face of death. Nandi's unwavering dedication and forgiveness inspired others to do the same, creating a ripple effect of kindness and understanding in the community.

Nandi's journey shows that even in the darkest moments, there is always hope for healing, growth, and making a difference in the lives of others. A beautiful turn of events! Nandi's journey comes full circle as she takes on the same role her husband once held, but with a newfound purpose. As a miner, she works alongside her colleagues, sharing her experience and knowledge to prevent similar tragedies. Nandi's unique perspective as a miner and an HIV/AIDS advocate makes her an effective educator. She understands the challenges and risks faced by miners, and she tailors her message to resonate with them.

Her colleagues respect her strength and resilience, and they listen intently as she shares her story. Nandi teaches them about: Through her work, Nandi creates a ripple effect of awareness and understanding. Miners begin to prioritize their health, and the community starts to see a decline in new HIV/AIDS cases. Nandi's leadership and advocacy inspire others to act. She becomes a beacon of hope, showing that even in the darkest depths of mines, there is light and a chance for redemption.

As she works, Nandi honours Themba's memory, ensuring his story serves as a cautionary tale and a reminder of the importance of responsibility, respect, and awareness. Her journey is a testament to the human spirit's capacity for growth, forgiveness, and resilience.]
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Mother Trucker 
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P

ortia settled into the driver's seat of her super link truck, adjusting the mirrors and familiarizing herself with the controls. She had been driving for years, but every trip was different, and she never took her safety or her cargo for granted. As she pulled out of the depot, Portia felt a sense of freedom and adventure wash over her. She loved the open road, the changing landscapes, and the challenge of navigating unfamiliar territories. Her first stop was the border post, where she expertly navigated the paperwork and inspections. She had done this many times before, but she never took it for granted, knowing that one mistake could delay her entire trip. Once cleared, Portia hit the open road, her truck rumbling smoothly as she picked up speed. She drove through the night, the stars twinkling above her, and the road stretching out like a ribbon into the darkness. As the sun began to rise, Portia stopped at a Truckstop to refuel and grab a quick breakfast. She chatted with the other drivers, swapping stories and sharing tips on the best routes and stops.

Back on the road, Portia encountered a sudden storm, the winds howling and the rain lashing down. She slowed down, her hands steady on the wheel, and her eyes fixed on the road ahead. Finally, after hours of driving, Portia arrived at her destination, a sense of satisfaction and accomplishment washing over her. She had done it again, safely delivering her cargo across borders
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