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Thousands of books and articles have been written about the battles——both great and small——and the major personalities of the American Civil War. The vast majority of these books and articles have concentrated on the battles and personalities of the famous "household names"——the generals and political figures that first caused, and then directed, the tragic conflict to its bloody conclusion. The literature of the Civil War abounds with biographies of the heroes of the South such as Robert E. Lee, Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson, James Longstreet and Jefferson Davis as well as those of the North like Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses S. Grant, George Custer, and Phil Sheridan, to name but a few. There are also myriad descriptions of the battles, both great, like Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg to mention three of the most important; and small, that dotted the Union and the Confederate territory during the four long years that the war seesawed back and forth across the landscape. Little, however, has been published about the thousands of everyday men and women who contributed——sometimes losing their lives in the process——to the Union and Confederate political argument over which political entity was supreme; the individual governments of the States or the Central government of the Federal Republic.

Although there were many factors that caused our Civil War——the one that is most often mentioned being Slavery——the one overriding burning question that finally precipitated the war in April 1861 was: Is the Constitution of the United States forever binding upon a state once that state freely and peacefully ratified it thus joining the "Union of States," as the Unionists argued? Or, could a state or states, having freely and peacefully entered into the government of the Union of States by ratifying the Constitution, just as freely and peacefully secede from that union if the majority of its citizens decided that the Union of States central government was overwhelmingly detrimental to the interests of that state's citizens?

The outcome of the Civil War would eventually provide the final answer to these opposing questions, but not without a horrifying toll of death and destruction that neither side foresaw in the "easy victory" rhetoric that was predominate in both camps from April 1861 through most of the year 1862. Union General Joshua Chamberlain observed in his memoir, The Passing Of The Armies, that when a Confederate officer proclaimed to him the South's undying hate for the North near the end of the surrender ceremony of the Army of Northern Virginia in April 1865; General Chamberlain replied to the confederate officer: "You shouldn't have invited us down here then. We expected somebody was going to get hurt when we took up your challenge. Didn't you? People who don't want to get hurt, General, had better not force a fight on unwilling Yankees."

This state of affairs——the present-day lack of recognition of the role of common people in the record of the bloody struggle——especially pertains to the roles borne by women in the titanic struggle history calls the American Civil War. In the nineteenth century the role of women in public life was controlled by an entirely male-dominated social hierarchy. Women could not vote, so women politicians were, by logical extension, politically nonexistent. Since there were no women politicians, there was no feminine influence in the passage of laws or in the rules governing the organization of institutions. During the Civil War, this meant that the two biggest, most influential institutions connected with the war——the Union and Confederate governments (which controlled the opposing armies)——had their rules and regulations drafted by men! Small wonder then, that women were largely excluded from any official active service within the armies or in the governmental halls of power. Women were only officially granted, by their respective governments, the privilege of nursing the wounded or burying and mourning the dead.

Courageous women on both sides of the conflict, such as the subject of this booklet, were still able, despite the roadblocks erected in their way——as women have been able throughout history——to find their way around male-devised obstructionist rules and make their meaningful contribution to the war effort.

This account of unsung Civil war heroine, Eliza Brown, illustrates the never-say-die tenacity that women of this era, demonstrated both behind the scenes and on countless battlefields during the course of the war. Eliza, and many other women like her, personify the courage and resourcefulness of the faceless, unsung thousands of both men and women whose names and deeds are now lost to history.

At the end of this book, under "Sources," are the names of the books and articles we used in compiling this account. These sources give further information about, and present fascinating pictures of, some of the interesting personalities of the Civil War era and the following decade of the 1870s. This bibliographic information is provided for the reader interested in further study of the subject.

Lastly, there is a listing of additional e-books that we have published at the very end of this book. Next to each e-book is a "Permalink" to that book's Amazon detail page so that the interested reader can find that e-book online, if they wish to delve further into the subject(s) the book covers. The interested reader can click this "Permalink" which will bring them to the Amazon detail page, for that particular e-book, where they will find a short description (blurb) of the book's contents. The detail page also has, in the upper left corner, an image of the cover of the book, labeled with a "Look Inside" feature at the top of the image. If the reader clicks on the "Look Inside," cover image they will be able to read approximately 10% of the e-book, so that they can better decide whether the information contained in the book is of enough interest for them to want to purchase the e-book. Amazon's "Look Inside" feature is meant to allow the potential buyer to "browse" e-books as they would browse the physical books in a "brick and mortar" bookstore.

Many of the e-books we have published are classics on American History and biography, especially those dealing with the American Civil War and the settlement of the Western Plains, including the wars with the Native American populations. These classic books are very pricey in their originally published "dead tree" bindings, and even in their reprint state are far more expensive than they are as e-books. In addition, as dead tree publications they are bulky and the reader must always be concerned with the possibility of damage to delicate original bindings.

As e-books however, a large number of volumes can be easily carried in a single small reading device. This is particularly useful in the case of reference volumes. These e-books can also be "marked" with electronic bookmarks without damaging the volume. This is a particularly useful consideration for those out-of-print and antiquarian book collectors who would not wish to physically "mark up" the books in their collections. Think of this "electronic marking" ability as a sort of "have your physical book collection and/or carry or read it wherever you want to as well" for the book collector.

Harry Polizzi And Ann Polizzi
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Photo: Notable African-Americans of Southeastern Ohio.
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Eliza Brown was born into slavery sometime around 1846 in Rappahannock County, Virginia to a planter named Robert Pierce, according to a letter from Eliza to Elizabeth "Libbie" Custer written on April 2, 1909, (Elizabeth Custer Collection, Micro film III, page 2006).

The surname name, "Brown," may have been bestowed either on Eliza's father about whom nothing more is known, or it possibly may have been the name of Eliza's mother's original enslaved ancestors at the time those people were originally sold in the slave market of the New World. There were so many slaves imported from the first recorded sale in the colony of Maryland in 1619 to the date of the abolition of the importation of slaves into the United States by President Thomas Jefferson, on January 1, 1808, that the common slave surnames "Brown" and "Black" were often used in a wholesale manner, since the original tribal names were considered gibberish by the slave traders.

The slaves new owners, the so-called "Planter Aristocracy" of the South, would also naturally want simple English names in any case, both to simplify individual identification of their slaves on the plantation, and what is more important from the planter's viewpoint, to further strip humanity from the planter's "Property." This is also the reason many slave surnames were the same as the surname of the plantation's owner, the idea being that the slaves were so much a piece of "property" that they didn't even own their own names.

As slavery spread in the South over time until, in some southern state districts there were more slaves than free whites, the white population became increasingly paranoiac regarding the possibility of slave insurrections with the likely resultant bloodbath. Though slave insurrections were comparatively rare, those that did occur, the most famous and successful of these being Nat Turner's Rebellion in Southampton County, Virginia in August 1831, were savagely repressed. These relatively few slave rebellions, even though unsuccessful, and more importantly the fear of a future slave rebellion that might be successful, caused state legislatures across the South to continually pass new laws prohibiting the education of slaves and free (manumitted) blacks. These increasing harsh new laws even restricted the right of assembly and other civil rights for the free blacks and required white ministers to be present at all black worship services. Interestingly enough, even though the penalties for doing so were costly, some individual Caucasians chose to violate these laws and teach slaves to read and write anyway. Ironically, one of these was a teacher named Thomas Jonathan Jackson. He would later come to be better known as "Stonewall" Jackson, a confederate general in the American Civil War, who would prove a scourge to the North until his death in May 1863 at the battle of Chancellorsville, Virginia. Overall though, these draconian laws which were often passed in the hysterical aftermath of a slave rebellion, enforced a widespread illiteracy among slaves that persisted throughout the history of slavery. At the end of the American Civil War, the vast majority of newly freed slaves as well as free blacks in the South were found to be totally illiterate.

However she came by the surname name "Brown," Eliza was most probably the daughter of a "Big House" slave, that is, a slave who served the planter's family directly, in whatever passed for the Pierce family version of "Tara." Robert Pierce, her owner, was apparently a relatively kindly slave holder and she was not, as many slave children were, separated from her mother. Though Pierce was one of Rappahannock County's most prosperous farmers at the start of the war, he was not a large slave holder. He had only eight slaves according to the United States Census of 1860. Nancy Allan in her article in the Research Review: The Journal of the Little Big Horn Associates, Winter 2003, posits he must have been especially kind in his overall treatment of his slaves, because after the war ended Eliza returned to Pierce's farm for a visit that was paid for by General Custer. Eliza apparently asked Custer to be able to make this visit so she could show the Pierce family where she had buried their valuables when the Union Army first occupied the area, as well as to visit those former slaves, she had left behind. Libbie describes Eliza's act of kindness in Tenting on the Plains, as follows: "Even the old mistress [Mrs. Pierce] did not know the spot that Eliza had chosen [to bury the Pierce valuables], which had been for years a secret, and she describes the joy at sight of her, and her going to the place in the field and digging up the property 'with right smart of money, too, Miss Libbie——enough, with that the Ginnel gave me to take home, to keep 'em till the crops could be harvested.'"

One of those she had left behind when she walked off the Pierce Plantation was her mother who she refers to in Libbie's book, Tenting on the Plains: "I was afraid of everything in the shape of war. I used to wish myself back on the old plantation with my mother." Another was her son John. At the age of fourteen, as also recorded, in the United States Census of 1860, Eliza is recorded to have had a son that she named John. Whether the name John was to honor fiery abolitionist John Brown who was hanged in December 1859 for attempting to ignite a massive slave rebellion that was aimed to end slavery in the South, is not known. Libbie Custer does not mention the baby, John Brown, in her books and what happened to Eliza's son before Eliza settled in Ohio after she married a well-to-do black lawyer named Andrew Davidson in 1873 is not known. A clue to Eliza's deep feeling for her son and her sorrow in being parted from him can be found in George Custer's own book, My Life on the Plains. Custer writes: "For several mornings in succession, my husband told me (Libbie said), he saw
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