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  This adaptation of Anna Karenina was first performed at Chichester Festival Theatre on 7 June 2025. The cast was as follows:


  
    
      	
        ANNA

      

      	

      	
        Natalie Dormer

      
    


    
      	
        KARENIN

      

      	

      	
        Tomiwa Edun

      
    


    
      	
        SERYOZHA

      

      	

      	
        Jacob Isaacs, Layla Owens

      
    


    
      	
        LEVIN

      

      	

      	
        David Oakes

      
    


    
      	
        STIVA

      

      	

      	
        Jonnie Broadbent

      
    


    
      	
        DOLLY

      

      	

      	
        Naomi Sheldon

      
    


    
      	
        KITTY

      

      	

      	
        Shalisha James-Davis

      
    


    
      	
        VRONSKY

      

      	

      	
        Seamus Dillane

      
    


    
      	
        NIKOLAI

      

      	

      	
        Ivan Ivashkin

      
    


    
      	
        THE PRINCESS

        SHCHERBATSKYA

      

      	

      	
        Marcia Lecky

      
    


    
      	
        THE PRINCE SHCHERBATSKY

      

      	

      	
        John Ramm

      
    


    
      	
        COUNTESS VRONSKAYA

      

      	

      	
        Donna Berlin

      
    


    
      	
        MARYA

      

      	

      	
        Florence Dobson

      
    


    
      	
        AGAFYA

      

      	

      	
        Anne Lacey

      
    


    
      	
        PETKA

      

      	

      	
        Les Dennis

      
    


    
      	
        TITUS

      

      	

      	
        Riad Richie

      
    


    
      	
        COUNTESS LYDIA

      

      	

      	
        Sandy Foster

      
    


    
      	
        DOLLY AND STIVA’S

        CHILDREN

      

      	

      	
        Darcey Cooper,

        Rosie Cooper,

        Will Metcalfe, Dylan Paige

      
    

  


  All other parts played by members of the company.


  
    
      	
        MUSICIANS

      

      	

      	
    


    
      	
        Musical Director/Piano/Accordion

      

      	

      	
        Kotaro Hata

      
    


    
      	
        Violin/Viola

      

      	

      	
        Akillo Ishikawa

      
    


    
      	
        Bass

      

      	

      	
        Shin Kawahara

      
    


    
      	
        Director

      

      	

      	
        Phillip Breen

      
    


    
      	
        Set Designer

      

      	

      	
        Max Jones

      
    


    
      	
        Costume Designer

      

      	

      	
        Ruth Hall

      
    


    
      	
        Lighting Designer

      

      	

      	
        Anna Watson

      
    


    
      	
        Composer

      

      	

      	
        Paddy Cunneen

      
    


    
      	
        Sound Designer

      

      	

      	
        Dyfan Jones

      
    


    
      	
        Movement Director

      

      	

      	
        Ayse Tashkiran

      
    


    
      	
        Fight Director

      

      	

      	
        Renny Krupinski

      
    


    
      	
        Wigs, Hair & Make-Up Designer

      

      	

      	
        Susanna Peretz

      
    


    
      	
        Casting Director

      

      	

      	
        Helena Palmer CDG

      
    


    
      	
        Voice and Dialect Coach

      

      	

      	
        Ben Furey

      
    


    
      	
        Assistant Director

      

      	

      	
        Becca Chadder

      
    


    
      	
        Production Manager

      

      	

      	
        Kate West

      
    


    
      	
        Costume Supervisor

      

      	

      	
        Josie Thomas

      
    


    
      	
        Props Supervisor

      

      	

      	
        Kate Margretts

      
    


    
      	
        Company Stage Manager

      

      	

      	
        Janet Gautrey

      
    


    
      	
        Deputy Stage Manager

      

      	

      	
        Klare Rogers

      
    


    
      	
        Assistant Stage Managers

      

      	

      	
        Elle Roberts

        Charlie Henley-Castleden

      
    


    
      	
        Interpreter

      

      	

      	
        Mayuko Kawai

      
    

  


  
    
  


  


  Characters


  ANNA, late twenties/early thirties


  KARENIN, her husband, late thirties


  SERYOZHA, their son, eight


  LEVIN, a landowner and farmer, thirties


  STIVA, Anna’s brother, late thirties


  DOLLY, married to Stiva, sister to Kitty, thirties


  GRISHA, Stiva and Dolly’s child


  TANYA, Stiva and Dolly’s child


  KITTY, sister to Dolly, eighteen


  PRINCESS SHCHERBATSKYA, Dolly and Kitty’s mother, late fifties


  PRINCE SHCHERBATSKY, Dolly and Kitty’s father, sixties


  VRONSKY, a soldier, twenty-five


  COUNTESS VRONSKAYA, Vronsky’s mother, fifties


  NIKOLAI, revolutionary, Levin’s brother, thirties


  MARYA, fellow revolutionary and friend to Nikolai, twenties


  AGAFYA, housekeeper and former nanny to Levin, late seventies


  PETKA, Levin’s land steward, sixties


  COUNTESS LYDIA, a Christian and admirer of Karenin’s, forties


  PRINCESS BETSY, a friend of Anna’s


  AMBASSADOR’S WIFE, a guest of Betsy’s


  AMBASSADOR, a guest of Betsy’s


  TITUS, a muzhik


  OLD MAN, a muzhik


  TUROVTSYN, a guest of the Oblonskys


  DOCTOR, attending Anna


  NURSE, attending Anna


  PRIEST, at Kitty and Levin’s wedding


  NANNY, to Seryozha


  MIDWIFE, attending Kitty


  DOCTOR, attending Kitty


  FLOWER-SELLER


  A CHORUS


  And WAITERS, a GUARD, WORKERS, a DIRIGEUR, an OLDER MAN, a YOUNG MAN, MEN AT HORSE RACE, WOMAN DRESSED AS EVE, a YOUNG MAID, SERVANTS, a PRIEST, a FOOTMAN


  Note on Play


  The play takes place over three years in numerous locations around Russia in the late 1870s.


  Time jumps forward when a new year and season is denoted.


  Scenes and images overlap with one another, like in a dream.


  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.


  
    
  


  


  Epilogue


  1.


  Moscow. Autumn. Year Four. DOLLY folds clothes and packs a case; she doesn’t look at STIVA.


  DOLLY. What do you know about the railways?


  STIVA. Nothing


  But it’s nine thousand a year


  So


  DOLLY redoubles her folding.


  Think of what we could do with that


  DOLLY (sharply). Pay off some debts


  STIVA. Of course


  Anyway


  Are you happy?


  Are you happy?


  Are you happy, Dol?


  Still, she folds the clothes.


  Are we happy?


  Do you love me?


  Do you love me, Dol?


  Dol…?


  Dol…?


  2.


  VRONSKY, in uniform, is packed and ready. His mother, VRONSKAYA, watches on impassively.


  VRONSKAYA. It’s time to pay your debts


  VRONSKY. I’m glad there’s something for which I can give my life


  VRONSKAYA. Winning back what we lost in Crimea


  Is a goal worthy of your life


  VRONSKY. The Emperor took heavy losses yesterday


  VRONSKAYA. But the Emperor didn’t have you, Alexei


  VRONSKY. Mother


  VRONSKAYA. Yes, son


  VRONSKY. I tried to remember her as she had been


  When I met her at the train station with you


  Mysterious enchanting loving


  Happy making me


  But I can’t remember


  I only remember her threat


  And her victory


  And the rest is


  Numb


  He sobs. VRONSKAYA stands unmoved.


  3.


  KARENIN, LYDIA and SERYOZHA. LYDIA holds baby Anna, she hands her to SERYOZHA.


  LYDIA. Hello, darling


  SERYOZHA. Hello


  LYDIA. This is Anna


  Your sister


  Pray for her, Seryozha


  SERYOZHA has put down his train to hold the baby. LYDIA subtly picks the train up and hides it behind her back. She shares a look with KARENIN.


  4.


  Pokrovskoe. An autumn night under the stars. The sounds of nature. LEVIN stands under the stars. KITTY enters with the baby.


  KITTY. I thought you’d packed your bags and left


  LEVIN laughs a little.


  LEVIN. Sorry


  KITTY. What are you thinking?


  LEVIN. That the stars


  Don’t move


  KITTY. Thought it’d be something like that


  LEVIN. It’s just that the Earth


  Has changed its position over the topmost branch of that birch tree


  KITTY. It’ll keep changing for a good while yet


  LEVIN. I’m trying to hold it all in my head


  I mean


  If the astronomers were able to eventually understand all the movements of the Earth and every star and planet and every atom that makes up the universe


  What would they actually know?


  And I was thinking about my brother


  They both look up at the stars. The baby gurgles.


  KITTY. Do you want to know what I was thinking?


  LEVIN (he smiles at his own self-absorption). Yeah


  KITTY. Whether Petka’s delivered that new washstand to the spare room for when Dolly and Stiva come


  LEVIN. I’ll check


  KITTY. When?


  LEVIN. This whole new feeling


  It being the three of us now


  This whole new feeling hasn’t changed me


  I’m not suddenly enlightened


  But faith or no faith


  It’s lodged


  In here


  He touches his chest. He takes the child from KITTY and kisses her.


  I’ll get angry in the same way


  I’ll say stupid things


  There’ll be the same wall between my soul’s soul and other people’s


  (To KITTY.) Even you


  (To the boy.) And even you


  Even though I don’t want it to be there


  I will pray


  Even though I don’t understand why I pray


  But my life


  Is no longer meaningless like it was before


  It has the total and unquestionable meaning of the good


  That is in our power to put into it


  They look at the stars. They both smile, slightly catching one another’s eye.


  KITTY. And the washstand?


  LEVIN (laughs gently). Look, son


  Look at us three


  And look at the stars


  Sounds of nature. The light fades.


  The End.
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  Phillip Breen is a theatre director and playwright who was born in Liverpool. He studied Social and Political Sciences at Trinity College, Cambridge. He trained under Terry Hands at Clwyd Theatr Cymru. He is an associate artist of the Royal Shakespeare Company and has directed over eighty productions around the world.


  He collaborates regularly with the Citizens Theatre in Glasgow, the Royal Shakespeare Company, Clwyd Theatr Cymru, and Theatre Cocoon in Tokyo, where Yukio Ninagawa invited him to direct in 2015. Breen’s work has played in the West End of London, Off-Broadway in New York, the Sydney International Theatre Festival, among many cities around the world.


  Breen’s eclectic range of work encompasses opera, theatre, comedy, musicals, jazz cabaret, large-scale community theatre projects, new work and classics. He regularly collaborated with fashion designer Dame Vivienne Westwood, for whom he directed and co-devised Homo-Loquax, their 2019 London Fashion Week show. His 2014 production of True West by Sam Shepard, and his 2022 Royal Shakespeare Company production of The Comedy of Errors have been seen in cinemas and are available online at www.digitaltheatre.com.


  He has written and directed eleven of his own adaptations including Red or Dead by David Peace, Lady Chatterley’s Lover by D. H. Lawrence, Crime and Punishment by Dostoevsky, Anna Karenina by Tolstoy and a musical adaptation of Rooftoppers by Katherine Rundell.


  A new production of Phillip’s Crime and Punishment opened at the 54th Hong Kong Festival in March 2025. Forthcoming work includes King Lear (Tokyo) and Sherlock Holmes and the Twelve Days of Christmas (Birmingham Rep). www.phillipbreen.com


  
    
  


  A Nick Hern Book


  This adaptation of Anna Karenina first published as a paperback original in Great Britain in 2025 by Nick Hern Books Limited, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP


  This adaptation of Anna Karenina copyright © 2025 Phillip Breen


  Phillip Breen has asserted his right to be identified as the author of this adaptation


  Cover image © Bob King Creative for Chichester Festival Theatre; photo of Natalie Dormer by Seamus Ryan


  Designed and typeset by Nick Hern Books, London


  ISBN 978 1 83904 470 0 (print edition)

  ISBN 978 1 78850 898 8 (ebook edition)


  CAUTION This ebook is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct infringement of the author’s and publisher’s rights, and those responsible may be liable in law accordingly. This ebook may not be used, in whole or in part, for the development or training of artificial intelligence technologies or systems.


  Amateur Performing Rights Applications for performance, including readings and excerpts, by amateurs in the English language throughout the world should be addressed to the Performing Rights Manager, Nick Hern Books, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, tel +44 (0)20 8749 4953, email rights@nickhernbooks.co.uk, except as follows:


  Australia: ORiGiN Theatrical, email enquiries@originmusic.com.au, web www.origintheatrical.com.au


  New Zealand: Play Bureau, 20 Rua Street, Mangapapa, Gisborne, 4010, tel +64 21 258 3998, email info@playbureau.com


  USA and Canada: Blue Posts Management, see details below


  Professional Performing Rights Applications for performance by professionals in any medium and in any language throughout the world (including by stock companies in the USA and Canada) should be addressed to Howard Gooding, Blue Posts Management, email howard@bluepostsmanagement.com


  No performance of any kind may be given unless a licence has been obtained. Applications should be made before rehearsals begin. Publication of this play does not necessarily indicate its availability for amateur performance.
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