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over in the CYBERUOID
at the entrance to UTOPIA,
but | don't go any closer.
{ Frozen in place.

/ B 1t would be so easy to turn away and

) v go down one of the other neural
‘ channels, to what is FAMILIAR, what
is SAFE. No challenges, no risks,
nothing that can get past my armor.

But | stay, peering through the
bars of my neural cage at a world |
cannot bear to enter. Because JOY
is alie, and HOPE is a lie. And | have
enough of those inmy life as itis.

i/ Then | feelit: a tremorin the &‘;
& cybervoid. A tendril of thought.
1 Sadness. Sorrow. Pain.

Imminent death.

‘IS ANYONE
THERE...?"
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