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I have paid dearly for my revelations of the secrets of the illicit drug trade in Trinbago. Denied opportunities I continue to live the daily crises of material deprivation of the working poor. As I stand at the roadside waiting for a maxi taxi the wives, children and minions of the drug lords pass in their prados and pajeros, bmws, benzs and hondas. I own nothing, no property, no house, no car, no wide screen tv, no dvd player, no offshore bank account, no luxury condominium in Florida.

My life is living testimony to the lie that education is the non- violent democratic means to break out of poverty. It took eight years of my life to win an MPhil in Sociology from the University of the West Indies in St. Augustine. Eight years, stolen from me because I chose to reveal some of the secrets associated with the attempted coup d’etat of July 27th 1990. Muslims and kufr consorted to deny me an MPhil to rob me of eight years of my life. To end my oppression in the UWI St. Augustine I resorted to jihad to finally be granted an ordinary pass mark for my MPhil after years of hard work and scholarship that accounted for nothing.

The MPhil has not enhanced my ability to earn to break out of poverty as I bear the stigma, the plague, the leprosy of daring to challenge a society to face the realities of itself. The covert agencies of the EU have relentlessly taught me one lesson repeatedly: THAT IT IS FUTILE TO RESIST THE PRESENT ORDER OF THINGS IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO.

But I am not in resistance for my role is to expose what is and move on. I am not interested in politics, in wielding power at the societal level. What I reject is the demand this society makes of me. It is then not resistance but rejection.

What I reject are the choices to submit and shut up for in the face of your intransigence we would starve you into submission and visit the plague upon your child. What I reject is then the social order of Trinbago.

Islam then defines my rejection.

Islam is my rejection.

Islam manages my life and my death for they are all for Allah (swt) Lord of the Worlds. It is clear and evident to me that if I choose to backslide then the criminal life is the only space of opportunity available to me. The choice is then between Islam and the bad boy life such is the nature of the social order.

Never forget that there are hundreds of poor gifted bright males and females Afro and Mixed Trinbagonians who must make the same choice on a minute-by-minute basis of their daily lives. This is the wages of sin.

Part1: 1998 to June 2025
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It is necessary to place into perspective the comparative size of the economies featured in this book and the shelter that can be afforded to the illicit drug trade in the Caribbean by the said economies. The material cited in this comparative analysis is drawn from the CIA World Factbook.

Table 1

	PEOPLE

	Population

	Population growth rate

	Infant mortality rate

	Life expectancy at birth


	Dominican Republic

	8,833,634

	1.33%

	33.28 deaths/ 1000 live births

	67.63 years


	Guyana

	705,803

	0.61%

	37.22 deaths/ 1000 live births

	62.43 years


	Jamaica

	2,713,130

	0.66%

	12.81 deaths/ 1000 live births

	76.07 years


	Trinidad and Tobago

	1,096,585

	-0.71%

	24.64 deaths/ 1000 live births

	69.28 years


	Venezuela

	25,017.387

	1.44%

	22.99 deaths/ 1000 live births

	74.06 years



Table 2

	Economy

	GDP US$

	GDP per capita

	Inflation rate

	Budget revenues

	Budget expectation


	Dominican Republic

	52.16 billion

	$6,000.00

	21.2%

	$2.9 billion

	$3.2 billion


	Guyana

	2.792 billion

	$4,000.00

	4.7%

	$227 million

	$235.2 million


	Jamaica

	10.21 billion

	$3,800.00

	10.1%

	$2.23 billion

	$2.565 billion


	Trinidad and Tobago

	10.6 billion

	$9,600.00

	3.7%

	$1.54 billion

	$1.6 billion


	Venezuela

	117.9 billion

	$4,800.00

	31.1%

	$20.1 billion

	$23.3 billion



Table 3

	Economy

	Electricity Production

	Exports FOB

	Imports FOB

	External Debt

	Exchange Rate


	Dominican Republic

	9.18 billion KWH

	$5.524 billion

	$7.9116 billion

	6.5 billion

	30.83 (2003)


	Guyana

	852 million KWH

	512 million

	612 million

	1.2 billion

	190.67 (2002)


	Jamaica

	6.72 billion KWH

	1.355 billion

	3.265 billion

	4.3 billion

	57.74 (2003)


	Trinidad and Tobago

	5.315 billion KWH

	4.9 billion

	3.917 billion

	2.7 billion

	6.29 (2003)


	Venezuela

	87.6 billion KWH

	25.86 billion

	10.71 billion

	20.8 billion

	1,607.79 (2003)



From the data listed above the sheer scale of the Trinbagonian economy in the Caribbean is illustrated. This is indicated not only by the GDP per capita (purchasing power parity) but also by the state budget of revenues/ expenditures and the value of the exports from Trinbago. Given the size of the population of Trinbago there is no comparable Caribbean economy that earns foreign exchange on an equivalent level or scale. The productive base of the Trinbagonian economy is summed up in the production rate of electricity generated in Trinbago. Wedded to these realities are the lowest inflation rate, external debt and exchange rate to the US dollar for the countries presented in the tables and the only country with a negative rate of growth of population in the table presented.

That an economy of the scale and size as that of Trinidad and Tobago placed some 10km from Venezuela and integrated within the globalised capitalist economy of the North Atlantic is evaded by the illicit drug transhippers of Colombia and Venezuela is the most pathetic myth of the Caribbean illicit drug trade and the war on drugs. This text therefore is dedicated to exploding that myth and exposing the lies.
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CHAPTER 1: THE DISCOURSE OF INTERDICTION.


[image: ]


During the course of my praxis as an observer of the illicit drug trade in the Caribbean over the years I have come to learn the hard way that the most recalcitrant and vindictive enemy you can cultivate is not the person actually involved in the illicit drug trade. The officials of the agencies of the state and the international agencies charged with the interdiction of illicit drugs are by far overwhelmingly arrogant, reckless with the security of your life and that of your family and are unforgiving adversaries when you expose the flaws, the inaccuracies and hypocrisy of their war on illicit drugs.

This is so because these national and international agencies manufacture a discourse of illicit drug production, trafficking and interdiction, which constitutes its own reality driven by varying and at times contradictory agendas. This discourse does not seek to stamp out the illicit drug trade, what is sought is influence, ultimately power, over segments of the illicit drug trade that serve the geo- political interests of specific segments of the ruling elites of the North Atlantic. The issue is not then the complicity of the ruling elites of the North Atlantic with the illicit drug trade, nor the wealth derived from the illicit drug trade, nor the fact that the proceeds of the illicit drug trade are fully integrated into the globalised capitalist structures.

The grounding reality is that the illicit drug trade is an instrument and an effect of power. The illicit drug trade affords one leverage over politicians of the world. Access, influence and policy are leveraged by the thin edge of the illicit drug trade wedge. In an attempt to exploit a rich basin of natural gas for export to the US market as LNG, the involvement and complicity of the politicians of the state who wield sovereignty over the gas basin affords one the ability to trim and prune state policy and legislation to ensure that the basins of natural gas are exploited by multinational energy giants in a manner that ensures energy supply security to the North Atlantic, the maximisation of profits to the energy giants and a politically justifiable and defensible rate of return to the states that own the gas basins via taxation and royalties.

The illicit drug trade is then facilitated the world over to ensure hegemonic power relations at the individual, national and international levels. By far the most potent indicator of this reality is the explosion of poppy cultivation and opium base production under the post- Taliban regime of Afghanistan. The covert agencies of the USA, Britain and France would never move in the Caribbean to destroy trafficking organisations save and except when:

	The organisations have refused to dance to the strategic imperatives of these covert agencies.

	It is geo- politically necessary to dismantle specific trafficking organisations, even though they are clients of these said covert agencies.

	It is necessary in the politics of the North Atlantic to indicate that the war on illicit drugs is ongoing and winnable, especially as elections approach.


This is the base reality which ensures that organisations are dismantled and replaced almost immediately ensuring that the business is sustainable and continues to present opportunities for power to penetrate, to dominate, to encapsulate, hence it is an instrument and an effect of power. Power must then always seek to penetrate, to dominate, to constitute, to ensure that is and remains powered. The concern is then not to eliminate the illicit trade neither is the concern to decriminalise and legalise the illicit drug for power is served by the trade and enhanced by dint of its illicit nature.

Theirs is then a discourse of illicit drug production and trafficking with reference to the Caribbean, which masks specific realities not at all, times deliberately. There is deliberate occlusion and obfuscation, but what I have experienced painfully is the arrogance to refuse to ‘see’ realities, which do not fit into their worldview and discursively generated matrices of perception. This racist arrogance of the North Atlantic has served the persons of the illicit drug economy to create structures and a culture of criminality that now challenges the viability of Caribbean states.

––––––––
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International Narcotics Control Strategy Reports (INCSR 1996-2003)

INCSRs are produced by the Bureau for International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs of the US Department of State. It is then a report which articulates the discourse of the day by the ruling political elite in Washington DC, USA. The discourse articulated for the period under study is structured as follows:


“We made solid gains against the drug trade in 1996. Working with our allies in the western hemisphere, the USA led effort pressed the drug syndicates at their most vulnerable points. We interrupted their preferred trafficking approaches to the United States forcing them to shift to longer routes in the Eastern Caribbean. We helped the drug source countries to eradicate coca plantations and opium poppy fields. The year’s most successful operation was the disruption of the ‘air bridge’ that carried the bulk of the Peruvian cocaine base to Columbia for processing and distribution. The cut off not only deprived the Colombian trade of essential basic materials but so depressed the price of coca leaf in Peru that growers abandoned fields in the coca rich Upper Hualloga Valley. The exodus lowered Peru’s coca cultivation in 1996 by 18 percent to the lowest levels in a decade. This was a significant change for the world’s largest coca growing country.”

(INCSR 1996)


1996 was then a good year for US anti illicit drug operations. Dominant trafficking routes to the US were disrupted forcing traffickers to the Eastern Caribbean and the growth and production of coca paste in Peru was dealt a body blow.

According to the INCSRs the trend continued in 1997 with the continued attack on coca growing areas in Peru and Bolivia having impacted negatively on coca leaf production hence the purported output of cocaine hydrochloride. The INCSR for 1998 trumpeted the continued fall in illicit coca cultivation seen in the estimate that some 29,420 hectares were taken out of coca cultivation in Peru and Bolivia or some 150 metric tons of cocaine hydrochloride did not enter the market in 1998. The INCSR for 1999 states:


“The drug trade had little to celebrate at the end of the twentieth century. Successful international counternarcotics efforts over the past few years have gradually narrowed the drug syndicates’ field of action. Crop reduction and chemical control programs have caused major shifts in cultivation and refining operations. Effective law enforcement operations have fragmented large cartels that once dominated the cocaine trade. Better interdiction now forces traffickers constantly to shift transportation routes to move drugs to market. Improved judicial systems make it more difficult for drug criminals to buy their freedom, while tougher extradition laws deny them the national safe haven they once could count on. Also closer cooperation among governments and financial institutions has made it more difficult for the drug trade to legitimise its profits through money laundering schemes.”

(INCSR 1999)


But in the midst of the discourse of progress against the illicit drug trade statements as these are found in the INCSRs:


“Despite current counter narcotics efforts hundreds of tons of cocaine enter the US every year by land, air and sea. Even the 100 metric tons or so of cocaine that the USG typically seizes annually have little discernible effect on price or availability. The combination of strong demand and extraordinary profits continue to make the United States the cocaine trade’s largest single market, for the time being at least.”

(INCSR 2001)


In the year of 9/11 the Bush Administration has admitted that its policy of engaged interdiction with the illicit drug trade to US markets has failed.


“Hundreds of tons of cocaine enter the US every year by land, air and sea, despite stringent USG control measures. Even the 200 metric tons or so of cocaine that the USG and its western hemisphere partners typically seize in a year have little discernible effect on price or availability. The combination of strong demand and extraordinary profits continue to make the United States the cocaine syndicates’ foremost market.”

(INCSR 1997)


In fact, successive Presidents through the INCSR for the period under study indicated within the body of the said reports that the policy of reducing the illicit drug supply to the US by engagement with producer and trafficking organisations and states external of the US had failed to reduce the drug supply to the US market.


“Our objective is to reduce and ultimately cut off the flow of illegal drugs to the United States. We target the drug supply at critical points along a five- point grower –to-user chain that links the consumer in the United States to the grower in a source country.

Our international counternarcotics programs target the first three links of the grower-to-user chain: cultivation, processing, and transit. The closer we can attack to the source, the greater the likelihood of halting the flow of drugs altogether. Crop control is by far the most cost effective means of cutting supply. If we destroy crops or force them to remain unharvested, no drugs will enter the system.”

(INCSR 2003)


Interdiction, extradition of drug traffickers indicted in the US to the US for trial, drug demand reduction are just satellites of the central primary policy of controlling the supply of illicit drugs via crop reduction. But this policy is rooted in a platform of engagement with states so targeted both covertly and overtly.

Controlling the drug supply when articulated becomes then an instrument of the drive for US hegemony in a globalised world that is no longer bipolar, but now unipolar in its power configuration. Controlling the drug supply demands and justifies US intervention in the politics of targeted states that contribute to the destruction of US citizens and the unleashing of a wave of societal drug-based violence. In fact, drug terrorism is since 9/11 only overshadowed by Islamic terrorists. This is clearly seen in the Foreign Relations Authorization Act (FRAA) section 706 (1) enacted on September 30th 2002 which creates the Presidential determination on major drug transit or major illicit drug producing countries. Is it simply coincidence that in Presidential determination No. 2003-14 and 2003-38 Haiti is named as having failed in a twenty-four month period to adhere to its obligations under international counter narcotics agreements and take the measures set forth in section 489(a)(1) and the forcible removal of Aristide from state power in Haiti?

The most questionable aspect of the INCSRs for the period is the accuracy of the estimates of cocaine hydrochloride production presented in the said reports. Estimates of production of cocaine and heroin in South America published in INCSRs for the period are the templates by which to assess the effectiveness of the US policy to control the illicit drug supply to the US.

From 1996 to 2003 the price of cocaine and heroin on the retail markets of the US have in fact fallen and the purity of the retail product has risen. More importantly the network of illicit drug trafficking has expanded in the Caribbean and drug prices on the wholesale and retail markets of the Caribbean have fallen when fluctuations in the exchange rate to the US dollar is taken into consideration. Potent indicators of the following realities:

	There is no appreciable, dramatic fall in the tonnage of cocaine hydrochloride seeking markets in the US and Europe hence the failure to erode the producing base of the Columbian cocaine cartels.

	Interdiction has failed to signally and significantly reduce the tonnage of cocaine entering the US and EU thereby drastically raising the wholesale and retail prices as a result of supply shortfalls on the markets with the resultant drop in purity levels.

	Extradition has failed to impact upon the structure of the trafficking enterprises and endeavours to result in a collapse of the trafficking enterprise. Drug trafficking is now a sustainable globalised capitalist enterprise. In fact, trafficking in drugs, guns and humans is an integrated enterprise with a multi-product mix that ensures its sustainability. These trafficking enterprises now dwarf state policing agencies with resolve, materiel and organizational acumen.


The conclusion is then obvious that the estimates of illicit drug production in South America is then flawed, inaccurate or at best conjured from thin air for political reasons and agendas. On this basis the relevance of the INCSRs is simply then a statement of the discourse of successive US governments’ on engaging with the illicit drug trade.

––––––––
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The Picture Afforded By The INCSRs.

The picture painted by successive INCSRs from 1996 to 2003 on the illicit drug trade in Trinidad and Tobago blatantly contradicts my knowledge of the size and nature of illicit drugs, guns, human trafficking and money laundering in Trinidad and Tobago.


“Trinidad and Tobago, located just seven miles off the Venezuelan coast, is a significant transit country for cocaine. Heroin has also been intercepted transiting the country.

Although significant drug shipments from Trinidad to the US are not major.”

(INCSR 1996)


The INCSR of 2003 states:


“Trinidad and Tobago is a transit country for narcotics from South America to the US and Europe. Evidence is insufficient, however, to establish that the quantity of drugs transiting Trinidad and Tobago has a significant effect on the US.”

(INCSR 2003)


For the period the US authors of the INCSRs insist that the illicit drugs transiting Trinbago to the US has no significance to the supply side of the illicit drug market of the US.

No estimate as to the tonnage of cocaine and heroin that is trafficked through Trinbago to the US and Europe is ever given. The illicit drug trade in Trinbago is the best-kept secret of the US war on drugs in the Caribbean. The INCSRs want the reader to accept as plausible a discourse of Trinbago, which flouts the realities of the strategic strengths Trinbago’s economy and geographic location offer to the illicit drug traffickers.

The largest economy in the Caribbean just seven miles away from Venezuela with at least one pre cursor chemical, urea, utilized in the production of cocaine manufactured in Trinbago. Trinbago houses the registered head offices of two Caribbeanised banks and two Caribbeanised insurance companies. The economy, the geographical location and the international infrastructure that integrate Trinbago into a globalized world order are a traffickers and launderers paradise.

To say that no evidence exists to indicate the volume of illicit drugs that is trafficked through Trinbago to the US and Europe is a tool of politics, in fact US geo-political deception. To understand the reality that obtains in Trinbago with reference to the illicit drug trade, crime and gun violence one must deconstruct the INCSR picture painted of Venezuelan realities. The report states:


“The amount of cocaine transiting Venezuela has been estimated at 100 to 150 metric tons per year, although figures provided by Venezuelan authorities suggest that the level could already exceed 250 metric tons per year.

Based on seizure statistics for 2003, multi- ton shipments of cocaine continue to enter Venezuela from Colombia via the Pan American Highway (border state of Tachira) and exit Venezuela from the coastal states of Carabobo (Puerto Carbello), Vargas (Puerto La Guaira) and Maiquetia International Airport, and Sucre (mainland coast opposite Margarita Island). Significant cocaine seizures in the border states of Zulia and Bolivar confirm the transit from Colombia across the Guajira Peninsula and via the Orinoco River respectively.”

(INCSR 2003)


Two illicit drug trafficking hot spots of Venezuela are just a short run across the Gulf of Paria and the Columbus Channel to Trinidad’s coastline Sucre and Delta Amacuro and it is from both states that the cocaine, guns, ammunition, heroin and wild animals are smuggled into Trinidad and now Tobago. Faced with the need to tranship some 250 metric tons of cocaine can drug trafficking organisations of Venezuela and Colombia bypass the largest economy in the Caribbean?

It is indicative of the hegemonic instrument that the war on drugs is to the US ruling elite of the day that the most concerted assault was launched in Venezuela on the illicit drug trade by a President that has found no favour with the George W. Bush administration of the USA. President Hugo Chavez Frias of Venezuela has from the beginning of his presidency launched an offensive on the illicit drug trade that continues to this day (2004). Moreover, the Chavez administration has internationalised the assault on the illicit drug trade in Venezuela, opening up Venezuela to the DEA, British and European Union agencies. It is the result of this Chavez assault that it is now clear that Venezuela is now faced with moves to have Venezuela incorporated into trafficking networks controlled by Colombian drug operatives, the FARC and the right-wing militias. Depots of Colombian cocaine protected by FARC military personnel have been raided by the Venezuelan Guardia Nacional along the coast of Sucre state. The US has relentlessly moved to remove from power in Venezuela the only President to have mounted an assault on the illicit drug trade, that has revealed the pivotal and strategic role Venezuela occupies in the trafficking of illicit drugs produced in Colombia and subsidiary states.   America’s geo- political energy interests necessitate that access be granted to energy multi- nationals to exploit Venezuela’s energy resources at the lowest cost possible. The problem with Hugo Chavez is then the taxes and royalties charged on Venezuelan energy extracted. In the face of the need for cheap energy, the war on drugs in Venezuela is of no importance and the assault of the Chavez administration on the illicit drug trade in Venezuela earns him no merit points with the George W. Bush administration.

From the 1996 to the 2003 INCSRs of the efforts of successive governments of Trinidad and Tobago (GOTT) to combat the illicit drug trade are painted in glowing terms by US governments.


“Counternarcotics cooperation between the GOTT and the US reached new heights in 1996, with the signing of an extradition treaty, a mutual legal assistance treaty, and a maritime counter drug cooperation agreement. The GOTT extradited a major trafficker to the US; a second is in custody awaiting extradition. The GOTT also aggressively pursued and arrested several prominent traffickers.”

(INCSR 1996)

“The Government of Trinidad and Tobago (GOTT) is a strong ally of the US on counternarcotics issues, and GOTT law enforcement agencies remain very cooperative with their US counterparts. GOTT officials also continued to participate actively in regional counternarcotics fora and operations.

(INCSR 2000)

“The Government of Trinidad and Tobago (GOTT) continued to cooperate with the US on counternarcotics issues. The GOTT provided significant resources in support of counternarcotics/ crime law enforcement efforts. GOTT counternarcotics units, including the Police Service’s Organized Crime and Narcotics Unit (OCNU), the Counter- Drug/ Crime Task Force (CDCTF), the Defence Force, Coast Guard and Customs Marine Interdiction Unit, carried out numerous drug interdiction and cannabis eradication operations during 2003. These units remained very cooperative with their US counterparts throughout the year. Through the provision of technical assistance, training, and materiel, the US in 2003 sought to help the GOTT strengthen all facets of its counternarcotics efforts.”

(INCSR 2003)


In the absence of official estimates from the INCSR on the tonnage of cocaine and heroin that is trafficked through Trinbago to the US and Europe there is no yardstick by which to assess the effectiveness of the much often praised GOTT war on drugs. What is clear from the discourse of the INCSRs is that the GOTT is the model of what the US expects from governments in the Caribbean in its war on drugs. But then again that is not so for with respect to Jamaica, Haiti, the Dominican Republic and the Bahamas the public discourse of the US war on drugs demands much more, for the INCSRs on a yearly basis present estimates of tonnage of illicit drugs trafficked through these states, the prime yardstick by which to assess and measure effectiveness of the interdiction efforts of these states. What then separates Trinbago from the rest?

Clearly the answer is LNG and the pivotal role Trinbago plays in the energy security of the US. It is no coincidence that the engagement with successive GOTTs and the love affair commenced with the move to erect Train 1 of Atlantic LNG in Trinidad in the 1990’s and has continued since. The largest single prosecutor of the war on drugs internationally refuses to reveal the realities of the illicit drug trade in Trinbago because the geo- political need for energy, cheap energy demands that leverage is exercised over successive governments of Trinbago to realise a sustainable LNG export sector to serve US needs in the 21st century.

To study, to collect prosecutable evidence of the complicity of politicians and business people with the illicit drug trade is then a most powerful thin edge of the wedge that leverages six trains of LNG and Venezuelan gas processed into LNG in Trinidad for export hungry markets of the US. Trinbago’s illicit drug trade is then clothed in complicity and the message has gone out to other agencies that monitor Trinbago’s illicit drug trafficking that the cover must not be blown, the discursive boat must not be rocked. British Customs and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) have learnt this lesson and willingly abide by the rules of engagement set down by the agencies of the US state.

In spite of all the signs, the symptoms in Trinbagonian society of an illicit drug trafficking economy that has spawned a specific economy and discourse of crime and the potent developments within this economy of crime the INCSR continues to propagate its discourse of complicity, denial and deception. And this discourse pervades the ruling discourse of Trinbago where the talking heads refuse to articulate the nexus between spiralling violent crime, crime as an enterprise, and the illicit drug trade. Physician heal thyself. The INCSR discourse in Trinbago fosters the complicity of the state with the illicit drug trade in exchange for cheap, abundant energy for the US.

The politicians and agencies of the state know the rules of engagement and revel in the wealth and power that the US affords them. But the symbiotic relationship between the politicians and agents of the state of Trinbago with the US breeds a parasitic dominance of the social order of Trinbago which has set in train developments which threaten the very social order that enables the symbiotic relationship to be sustainable.

What then is the INCSR discourse of Jamaica?


“Data for the first half of 2000 indicate that the amount of cocaine transiting Jamaica quadrupled compared to the same period in 1999, making it the leading transshipment point in the Caribbean. In the first two quarters of 2000, approximately 36 metric tons of cocaine are estimated to have transited Jamaica, compared to an estimated total of 31 metric tons for 1999.”

(INCSR 2000)


In 2000 there was an explosion of cocaine trafficked through Jamaica according to the INCSR making Jamaica the number one trafficking state in the Caribbean involved in moving illicit drugs to the US market. How does the INCSR respond to the Jamaican reality constructed by the report?


“Corruption continues to undermine law enforcement and judicial efforts against drug related crime in Jamaica.”

(INCSR 2000)

“Despite a significant increase in the estimated cocaine flow through Jamaica, in 2000 the GOJ seized 1,624.4 kilograms of cocaine, less than in 1999. Almost one- half of this amount (780 kilograms) was seized in a joint US Coast Guard/ DEA/JCF/ JDF operation.”

(INCSR 2000)

“Increased trafficking through Jamaica indicates the need for the GOJ to intensify and focus its law enforcement efforts and to enhance its international cooperation.”

(INCSR 2000)

“A significant increase in the flow of cocaine through Jamaica in the first half of 2000, coupled with reduced cocaine seizures and marijuana eradication by the GOJ, indicates that the GOJ needs to take more intensive law enforcement action with enhanced international cooperation to disrupt drug trafficking and production activities in Jamaican territory and waters. Such actions include the arrest and prosecution of significant drug traffickers operating in Jamaica, dismantling of small independent groups that conduct the drug trade, and increased seizures and eradication. As it agreed to do in 1998, the GOJ should develop a vetted special investigative unit to identify and target significant drug traffickers. Jamaican forces participated in combined operations under the Jamaica- US bilateral maritime agreement, but should take full advantage of the agreement in order to reduce the drug flow through Jamaica.”

(INCSR 2000)


The INCSR 2000 report therefore spelt out the nature and terms of engagement between the US and Jamaica on the issue of controlling the drug supply. By the 2003 INCSR the discourse is one of unrelenting pressure on the GOJ.


“Jamaica continues to be the leading transhipment point in the Caribbean for South American cocaine enroute to the us. The GOJ estimates that over 110 metric tons of cocaine are transhipped through Jamaica each year, with approximately 70 percent of this amount destined for the US and the remainder for the UK.”

(INCSR 2003)


In the INCSR 2003 the GOJ is now estimating the tonnage transhipped through Jamaica and it is the basis of the US assault on the GOJ interdiction efforts in 2003. In the 2003 report the terms of engagement and endearment are ratcheted up as follows:


“Needed actions include arresting and prosecuting major drug traffickers operating in Jamaica, dismantling drug trafficking organizations, and increasing drug seizures and eradication.”

(INCSR 2003)


The US was now demanding from Jamaica extradition, interdiction, prosecution and asset forfeiture in an assault on the illicit drug trade in Jamaica. The politically powered elites and agents of the state were now being pressured incessantly by the US to hand over, to interdict, prosecute and seize personnel and assets of the illicit drug trade in Jamaica. Whilst in Trinbago it dances the danse macabre of complicity and deception. The difference between Jamaica and Trinbago in the early 21st century is LNG.

Presidential Determination No. 2004-47 dated the 15 September 2004 states as follows:


“Pursuant to section 706(1) of the Foreign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law107-228) (FRAA), I hereby identify the following countries as major drug-transit or major illicit drug producing countries: Afghanistan, The Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, China, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, India, Jamaica, Laos, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Venezuela, and Vietnam.”

“In contrast to the Government of Haiti’s dismal performance last year under the Aristide regime, the new Interim Government of Haiti (IGOH), headed by Prime Minister Latortue, has taken substantive – if limited- counternarcotics actions in the few months it has been in office. Nevertheless, we remain deeply concerned about the ability of Haitian law enforcement to reorganize and restructure sufficiently to carry out sustained counternarcotics efforts.”


The Bahamas, Dominican Republic, Jamaica and Venezuela are clearly under the gun of President George W. Bush of the USA. What is most apparent from this presidential determination, as with others is that the war on drugs is but one thin edge of the wedge designed to serve US hegemony. The civil war in Haiti that was used to remove President Aristide in 2004 was amongst other things a war for drug turf funded in part by drug money. The militias that engaged with Aristide’s militias for hegemony were led by drug traffickers displaced by Aristide’s elite wielding state power who took over the trafficking enterprises in joint ventures with agents of the Colombian cartels resident in Haiti. The best-kept secret of the Haitian illicit drug trade is the involvement of the non-African Haitian elite, especially the Syrian Arabs in the illicit drug trade in Haiti and the wider Caribbean. The Haitian elite is unaffected by the removal of Aristide and the implantation of Latortue by the US as the lower-level illicit drug traffickers are purged and new ones take their place, but the illicit trade goes on regardless. The presidential determination continues:


“Despite good faith efforts on the part of the central Afghanistan government, we are concerned about increased opium crop production in the provinces.”


There is no central government in Afghanistan and the warlords financed and equipped to remove the Taliban from power were always involved in the growth and production of opium base in Afghanistan. The West slept with the devil to remove the Taliban and the war on drugs pales into insignificance when faced with the war on terrorism. To maintain the alliance with the warlords of Afghanistan against the Taliban the West must allow an explosion in the production of opium base in Afghanistan. The warlords hold the US by the short and curly in Afghanistan and the US has no assurance that the very said opium-producing warlords are not in fact consorting with the Al-Qaeda network. Possibly one weapon in the arsenal of the war with the West is cheap, abundant, high purity opium base to be processed into heroin for consumption in the West, particularly Europe. The single potent reality for the West is that the desire of the West for illicit drugs and the complicity of the powered elites of the West with the illicit drug trade has afforded the Al-Qaeda network access to the finances, materiel and the means to penetrate the borders of the West in order to execute their military engagement with the West. The Madrid Bombings of 2004 bear salient, potent testimony to this reality.

Deconstruction of three documents: (a) Drugs in the Caribbean Region 1997/1998 Trends by the Caribbean Drug Control Coordination Mechanism (CCM) No. 3/98, (b) Drugs in the Caribbean Region 1999/2000 Trends November 2000 by the Caribbean Drug Control Coordination Mechanism (CCM) and (c) Caribbean Drug Trends 2001-2002, February 2003 by the Caribbean Regional Office of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime reveal the inherent contradictions, flaws and inaccuracies of official discourse on illicit drugs in the Caribbean.

In the three documents under study the size, scale and scope of the illicit drug trade in Trinbago is as in the INCSRs the best kept secret in official, mainstream discourse. From the outset the estimates of cocaine and heroin produced by Colombian organizations are suspect and are in many instances guesstimates. In the report of June 1998, the “balloon- theory” is elucidated to explain the rise/ resurgence in trafficking illicit drugs through Haiti, the Dominican Republic and Jamaica in the late 1990s. The theory postulates that when the Mexican trafficking corridor to the US is squeezed then the balloon bulged in response in Jamaica, Haiti and the Dominican Republic. The “balloon effect theory” when coupled with the “power attraction” theory states that the balloon bulges in states in the Caribbean Sea with a low Human Development Index rating, which means that the at risk states are Haiti, Jamaica and the Dominican Republic and the OECS countries of the Eastern Caribbean. The “spill over” theory postulates that trafficking activity would spill over from the dominant transit corridor to peripheral areas as the Guianas, the OECS, Trinidad and Tobago and Barbados.

Finally, the 1998 report presents the concept of warehousing operations in the Eastern Caribbean. Bulk stockpiles of illicit drugs are held in caches awaiting the wholesalers who draw down from the caches for trafficking to Puerto Rico, the US and Europe. This theory postulates that the cache is ever present in the island states protected from interdiction by the politicians and the agencies of the state in the Eastern Caribbean, Dominica, St. Kitts and Nevis and St. Vincent and the Grenadines are the focal points for this type of trafficking methodology.

The report of November 2000 presents a list of the major illicit drug transhipping states in the Caribbean as follows:

Belize

Estimated cocaine in transit: 20 tonnes

Origin: South America 95%; Central America 5%

Destination: North America 60%; Europe 40%.

Jamaica

Estimated cocaine in transit: 37 tonnes.

Origin: South America 80%; Central America 20%.

Destination: North America 65%; Europe 45%

Cuba

Estimated cocaine in transit: 9 tonnes.

Origin: South America 90%; Jamaica 10%.

Destination: Europe 70%; North America 30%.

The Bahamas/ Turks and Caicos.

Estimated cocaine in transit: 41 tonnes.

Origin: Jamaica 40%South America 35%.

Destination: North America 90%; Europe 10%.

Haiti.

Estimated cocaine in transit: 40 tonnes.

Origin: South America 90%; Central America 10%.

Destination: North America 95%; Europe 5%.

Dominican Republic.

Estimated cocaine in transit: 58 tonnes.

Origin: South America 55%; Haiti 40%.

Destination: North America 85%; Europe 15%.

Trinidad and Tobago.

Estimated cocaine in transit: 13 tonnes.

Origin: Venezuela 85%; Guyana 15%.

Destination: North America 75%; Europe 25%.

Eastern Caribbean.

Estimated cocaine in transit: 48 tonnes.

Origin: South America 70%; Trinidad 10%.

Destination: North America 55%; Europe 45%.

Aruba/ Bonaire/ Curacao.

Estimated cocaine in transit: 20 tonnes.

Origin: Venezuela 70%; Colombia 30%.

Destination: North America 25%; Europe 75%.

Puerto Rico.

Estimated cocaine in transit: 85 tonnes.

Origin: South America 45%; Dom. Rep. 30%

Destination: North America 95%; Europe 5%.

South East Caribbean.

Estimated cocaine in transit: 22 tonnes.

Origin: Brazil 55%; Venezuela 45%.

Destination: Europe 80%; North America 20%.

The picture painted is as a result of the discourse of the balloon effect, the power attraction and the spill over effect. The picture painted has to provide the evidence to render the discourse that constituted it valid. Again, in this picture, as in that painted by successive INCSRs, the largest economy in the Caribbean less than seven miles/ 10kilometres from Venezuela is a minor player in the Caribbean illicit drug trafficking economy. The trafficking organisations of Colombia and Venezuela must have rocks in their heads to not penetrate and utilise an economy of such scale in the Caribbean to mask their trafficking and money laundering operations. The flaws in the discourse are highlighted in the said report, which states that Trinidad and Tobago in 1999 supplied one third of all the precursor chemicals in Colombia for the manufacture of illicit drugs. The strategic importance of the trade in precursor chemicals to Colombia from Trinbago is a potent indicator of the complicity of business interests in Trinbago with and their importance to Colombian illicit drug production.

The report of February 2003 presents the picture outlined above as a matter of ritual, but the section on drug prices at the retail level is now included to provide further evidence of the accuracy, the truth of the discourse articulated. The retail price list presented for one gram of cocaine in the Caribbean and terminal markets is presented as evidence for the position that price per gram escalates as one moves from the producer to the final destination consumer in Europe and the US. The blatant flaw in the figures that collapses the house of cards of the discourse of truth is where Trinidad and Tobago is ranked in the order of the retail price schedule.

Suriname, Jamaica, Haiti, Costa Rica, Guyana, Dominican Republic and Turks and Caicos all rank before Trinidad and Tobago as states in which the retail price of one gram of cocaine is US dollars is lower than in Trinidad. In actual fact, retail prices in Trinbago are significantly lower than the price presented in the said report. The same reality applies to the wholesale price of a one kilo brick of cocaine hydrochloride of common industrial purity, i.e. – between 90% to 92% pure in Trinidad as it exists in the drug market and what the INCB reports as the price as a glaring disparity exists.

The figure given for Trinidad and Tobago is 16USD per gram in 2001 with Suriname at 5USD per gram 2001, Jamaica 6USD per gram 2001 and Haiti 8USD per gram 2001 being the lowest retail prices per gram for the Caribbean. The prices per gram in 2001 in the US, Canada and the UK were as follows respectively: US 80USD, Canada 90USD and UK 100USD. The report: Global Illicit Drug Trends 2003 published by the INCB states that the average price of a kilo brick of cocaine hydrochloride in 2001 in Trinidad and Tobago was $ 27,000.00 with a 75% purity, but we do not know if it is in USD or TTD. The reality of what obtains in the illicit drug markets of Trinbago has to be experienced and the prices stated above are wrong as they mask a reality that the INCSR, the INCB and the UNODC simply do not want to expose for it is contrary to hegemonic discourse. For rocking the boat, I have paid dearly for persecution is severer that slaughter.

The dilemmas of present hegemonic discourse are aptly illustrated in the February 2003 report of the UNODC’s Barbados Regional Office. It states:


“The increasing penetration of the cocaine exports from the Caribbean into the United States has failed to make up for the strong decline in cocaine use in that country. Cocaine use in the United States has declined by two thirds from 660 MT in 1989 to 250 MT in 2001. At the same time, cocaine exports from the Caribbean to the United States market have risen from 29% in 1990 to 48% in 2001.”

(UNODC 2003)

“combining both figures, the amount of cocaine exported from the Caribbean to the United States declines sharply during the 1980’s and 1990’s from over 500 MT in the early 1980’s to 160MT in 2001.”

(UNODC 2003)

“The total value of cocaine exports in 2001 reached a three – year low of US $4.86b. This represents a 2% decline from the previous year, as a result of declining international prices rather than of demand change. The export price to the United States and Europe converged during the late 1990’s at around US $20 per gram of pure cocaine.”

(UNODC 2003)

“The import price for cocaine- the price cocaine traffickers are paid in the Caribbean- in real terms has plummeted by 80% in the United States since 1981 and by 90% in the European Union. Accordingly, the value of cocaine exports has declined, in real terms, by 90% since the all- time high in 1983.”

(UNODC 2003)


The questions that arise from this discourse are then as follows:

	Faced with a precipitous decline in the demand for cocaine in the US how do we continue to maintain a drug supply that is clearly non sustainable?

	Faced with a decline in the hectares of land devoted to coca growing and the interdiction of precursor chemicals how do we continue to produce a drug supply that maintains demand, creates new demand and expands its marketing presence by globalising the drug supply?

	How do we absorb the losses to interdiction, cope with the precipitous drop in demand and the shortage of precursor chemicals whilst at the same time we are able to drop the price of the drug supply thereby deepening the market that is exploited?

	How do we in the face of the factors that impact the maximisation of profits in the drug supply we are able to maintain production, drop prices and develop new drug products that create deeper drug markets?

	How are we able to maintain a sustainable drug supply and lower the cost of the drug supply on a continuous basis to the consumer?


Questions which must be answered for the answers reveal the realities of the illicit drug supply that are masked by official hegemonic discourse. According to official discourse the illicit drug producing cartels of Latin America are the most brilliant and creative business entrepreneurs on the planet and should be passing such business skills on via the ivy league business schools of the North Atlantic.
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The Geopolitical Realities of the Illicit Drug Trade in the Caribbean 2001.

The International Narcotics Control Strategy Report (INCSR) of March 2002 presents a reality of the prominent position Venezuela occupies as one of the primary trans shipping nations of illicit drugs to Europe and the USA. But Venezuela’s central position in the enterprise of transhipping of illicit drugs to Europe and the USA did not arise overnight it has been in the making for years and in those formative years the silence of successive yearly INCSR reports is deafening. The question arises that why under the Presidency of Hugo Chavez in which Venezuela has opened her doors to the DEA of the USA and significant action has commenced against the crime families of Delta Amacuro and Sucre state Venezuela is now named as a producer and transhipper of illicit drugs second only to Colombia?  The INCSR report of March 2002 blames the Chavez administration for the current state of affairs, for according to the report Chavez has failed to provide the required funding levels necessary to address the illicit drug production and transhipping economies of Venezuela.

It is now clearly apparent that the geo-political realities of the US have now vanquished the strategic imperatives of the war on illicit drugs in the Caribbean and Venezuela. The willingness of the Chavez administration to address the structures of the illicit drug trade in Venezuela in a multilateral manner should have been embraced by the US and the Caribbean to ensure that a meaningful, realistic and sustainable war on illicit drugs was finally waged in the Caribbean and Venezuela. The primary position of Venezuelan crime families in the transhipping of illicit drugs through the Caribbean for destinations in Europe and the USA demands that we engage with Venezuela. President Hugo Chavez has presented such an opportunity, which we in the transhipping and end user nations can very well lose for a considerable time given the assault on the Chavez administration presently under way. It has been repeatedly alleged that the present US administration is bent on removing Chavez by any means necessary. What is apparent is that in keeping with the Chilean model there is a blatant attempt to destabilize the social order with the expectation that the military would remove the democratically elected President by violent, illegal means, i.e. – the golpe.

What then is Venezuela’s central position in the transhipping of illicit drugs through the Caribbean? It was reported online in October 2003 that estimates of the volume of Colombian produced cocaine that transits Venezuela on a daily basis is 410 kilos. In December 2003 it was reported online that in western Zulia state of Venezuela a 6-hectare coca field and a laboratory replete with large quantities of precursor chemicals for the production of coca paste was discovered and destroyed. Venezuela is now home to a multinational, globalized drug trafficking, money laundering enterprise that has now encapsulated the islands of the Caribbean basin within its tentacles ensuring that practically every island of the Caribbean is now utilised to tranship illicit drugs to final destinations in Europe and the USA. The structure of the enterprise in Venezuela is broken up into cells of activities located in specific geographic locations of Venezuela. Standing directly above these cells is the Board of Directors who sits in Caracas and manages the integrated affairs of the transhipping cells. These transhipping cells identified so far are: The cells that tranship via the ports and airports. The cells of Delta Amacuro with their regional management structure located at Tucupita. The cells that operate in Sucre state with their regional headquarters at Guiria. In 2003 evidence of Colombian guerrillas and paramilitary groups penetration of Sucre state, especially the Paria peninsula, for the purpose of stockpiling illicit drugs awaiting transhipment through the Caribbean was forthcoming. Illicit drugs are being moved from Colombia through Venezuela to Sucre state stockpiled in villages of Venezuela’s Caribbean coast protected by Colombian irregulars. What is but another reality is the presence in Trinbago of representatives of these Colombian irregulars placed in Trinbago to protect the interests of their Colombian overlords. The cells which operate in and the environs of Caracas that tranship illicit drugs through the Netherland Antilles, Aruba and the Venezuelan island of Margarita. The cells that move heroin, cocaine, coca paste, marijuana and mandrax from Colombia through various routes to these cells listed for transhipment. The multinational alliances that underpin this transhipping enterprise are the most potent indicator of its organisational strengths and its potential weaknesses. Evidence coming to hand indicates the growing prominence of the Dominican Republic crime families in the transhipping alliances that move product out of Venezuela. Already the Dominicans have moved to dominate the trade out of Curacao to Europe, which is creating friction with the traditional Surinamese and Indonesian gangs that have dominated the movement of product from Curacao to the Netherlands. Dominicans already dominate the movement of cocaine into New York from the Caribbean, they also control the wholesaling and retailing of the said product on the New York market, as a result they are moving aggressively to corner the flow of product destined for the USA out of Venezuela. And they are not averse to the move into the transhipping of product into Europe, which was not their original interest. The friction that this would create amongst the Caribbean transhippers to Europe would be settled via the usual business channels, failing this it would be settled with bloodletting.

Within the first quarter of 2002 the daily movement of drug mules to London via international airlines out of Jamaica has become an international issue. From the evidence gathered so far the criminal dons of the working and under class districts of Kingston, the capital of Jamaica are hiring impoverished persons as drug mules who ingest packets of cocaine and heroin for delivery to London, England. What is evident is that the Dons of the Kingston ghettoes are now integrated with the crime families of the Dominican Republic who supply the cocaine and heroin transported to London, England via drug mules. Already Dominican criminals wanted in the US and the Dominican Republic are hiding out in Jamaica under the protection of the Dons. These are indications of the structural integration that exists between the crime families of Jamaica and the Dominican Republic, a most potent indication of multinational organised crime syndicates. The other salient reality of the Jamaican transhipping of illicit drugs is the fact that members of the ruling business and political elites are the primary operatives in this enterprise. The transhipping of large amounts of Jamaican grown marijuana, jambang, in the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s integrated these elites into the transhipping alliances of the Western Hemisphere. The move to destabilize the government of Michael Manley in the seventies by the American CIA and the subsequent arming of the criminal elements that supported the opposition party, the Jamaica Labour Party then and still led by Edward Seaga, to wage war against those who supported the then ruling party, the People’s National Party then led by Michael Manley would unleash the posse phenomenon upon the US. In fact, it meant that illicit drug runners linked to the JLP were integrated into a CIA linked illicit drugs, guns and criminal trafficking pipeline which placed Jamaican ganja in the USA along with hardened criminals wanted by the PNP in Jamaica for heinous crimes carried out against PNP foot soldiers and functionaries. Whilst guns, other materiel and cash necessary for the military campaign against the PNP government were moved from the USA into Jamaica. The PNP in response to the CIA/ JLP axis moved its most hunted foot soldiers and dons to the US who in turn imported marijuana from Jamaica and shipped guns to Jamaica. Herein lies the origin of the violent yardie possies of the US and England such as the ‘Shower Possie’ of Florida which created “Lil Nut” of St. Kitts and Nevis. The reality of the transhipping of illicit drugs from Jamaica is then founded upon the actions of the US in the Caribbean pursuing its perceived geo-political interests. The illicit drug transhippers of the Jamaican elites receive their consignments of cocaine and heroin from Colombian, Venezuelan, Brazilian and Dominican cartels and crime families. Members of the political and economic elites move product to the USA via various means such as shipping containers, air cargo, racing boats through the Bahamas and via the latest growth industry: drug mules. For the scale of the drug mule deluge indicates that the traditional drug running elite of Jamaica has now utilized their political links to the Dons of the Kingston ghettoes to initiate and launch a drug running enterprise never seen before in the Caribbean. This ongoing operation has openly challenged the interdiction structures of both Jamaica and the United Kingdom, threatening to overload both systems until they collapse under the very scale of the drug mule operation. The United Kingdom is then faced with a wave of drugs available on the streets and increasing acts of horrific violence, which is the modus operandi of the yardie/ posses the world over.

Illicit drugs transhipped from Delta Amacuro and Sucre state are either deposited in Trinidad and Tobago or shipped directly to islands in the Eastern Caribbean as Grenada, St. Vincent, St. Lucia with the prime targets being St. Maarten, Martinique and Guadeloupe if the final destination is Europe. The small scale of these economies makes it problematic to blend shipments of illicit drugs in with licit trade these islands are therefore limited staging areas utilised to hedge the bets of the illicit drug transhippers. Compared to the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago these operations do not draw the intense activities of independents that are always on the lookout for drug mules and traffickers seeking to move relatively small quantities of product into Europe and the USA. The consequent violence which accompanies the operations of independents are generally lacking in these islands of the Eastern Caribbean. The major means utilised to move product out of these islands are: drug mules, cruise ships, yachts/ yachties, international airlines and shipments of fruit exports from these islands as bananas. By far the most important mechanisms utilised to move product between islands of the Eastern Caribbean are yachts and the inter-island schooners and from these islands to Europe and the US are yachts and cruise ships.

What are the major staging areas for the trafficking of illicit drugs from Venezuela through the Caribbean? The major staging areas are: the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Jamaica, and Trinidad and Tobago. Trinidad and Tobago exhibits all the characteristics of a major Venezuelan transhipment point for illicit drugs. The large community of South Americans resident in Trinidad who is actively engaged in the various aspects of the illicit drug trade is but one potent indicator. The other potent indicator of the dynamic of the drug trafficking enterprises of Trinidad is the fact that the Indian and Syrian cartels have now established illicit drug supply chains from Colombia via Guyana and Suriname, thereby seeking to bypass the Venezuelan crime families. The blatant even palpable potency of the illicit drug trade is expressed in Guyana via rags to riches overnight stories, which has forced a notoriously corrupt Guyanese state structure to feign and promise action against the illicit drug trade. The same reality applies to Suriname and the complicity of the state structure of Suriname is aptly highlighted by the Nigerian trafficking networks that now operate out of Suriname.  
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CHAPTER 2: THE DISCOURSE OF THE CARIBBEAN TRAFFICKING STATES.
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The National Drug Strategy Master Plan (1998-2002) of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago (GOTT) states:


“As an outcome of this Master Plan exercise (and critical assessment) the following types of intervention were identified by the Government for priority action:


	Supply Reduction.



. Define the Problem to enable more effective and specific employment of available resources.

. Protect territorial borders from the entry of drugs to ensure that there is no traffic in drugs that are not produced locally.

. Identify, investigate and prosecute to conviction drug traffickers and dismantle trafficking networks to reduce the number of traffickers in operation and act as a deterrent to would be traffickers.

. Eliminate and prevent local drug production.

. Strengthen the Criminal Justice System.

. Prevent laundering of the proceeds of drugs and confiscate criminally derived assets.

. Promote a co-ordinated approach towards drug interdiction.

. Encourage regional and international co- operation.

. Eliminate the illegal traffic in arms and ammunition.

. Eliminate corruption.

. Mobilise public support.

. Evaluate the effectiveness of the strategy.”

(Master Plan 1998-2002)


What is then apparent is that in 1998 the GOTT is insisting that it has to create a knowledge base of the structure and nature of the illicit drug trade.

The illicit drug trade flowed over Trinbago in earnest from 1969 and the GOTT is selling the story that from 1969 to 1998 there is no knowledge base created and in existence within the state agencies to execute its master plan. Therefore from 1998-2002 the base has to be created, whilst a strategy to arrest illicit drug trafficking is implemented simultaneously. After some 29 years of the ravages of the illicit drug trade on the social order of Trinbago the GOTT in 1998 posits that the time to understand, to define the problem is now as it has never been done before. How are they, the GOTT going to define the problem from 1998 to 2002 is as follows:

“14.2.1 Define the Problem.

Rationale


An accurate definition and understanding of the scope and nature of the problem would enable more effective and specific employment of scarce resources.

Action.

. Employ scientific means to accurately define the problem.

. Conduct surveys to determine the relationship between drugs and crime.

i. Drug influenced/ drug related crime.

ii. Crime resulting from drug trafficking.

. Collect and analyse information on methodologies and typologies employed in drug trafficking.

. Monitor public attitudes towards drug trafficking and the related violence.

. Evaluate the effectiveness of enforcement measures and rehabilitative programmes.”

(Master Plan 1998-2002)


The plan of action indicates that the problem is conceptualised to deliberately evade coming to grips with the structures that drive the enterprise of illicit drug transhipping through Trinbago and the marketing of illicit drugs in Trinbago. The primary focus and actions thereof of any master plan is to via overt and covert surveillance and analysis create and construct a knowledge base of the structures of the illicit drug trade in Trinbago. This entails the following:

	The methodologies utilised in trafficking.

	The structure of the traffickers.

	The linkages between the traffickers and the agencies of the state.

	The nature of the drug markets.

	The linkages between the traffickers and the political elites.

	The linkages between the traffickers and the economy of Trinbago.

	The nexus between the trafficking economy and the economy of crime.

	The structures of the economy of crime.



The Master Plan of Trinbago fails to conceptualise the problem for it cannot given the realities of the economy of illicit drug trafficking and its nexus with the present economy of crime in Trinbago. The Master Plan is then premised upon a discourse to manufacture a reality that masks what is as it is in real time. The danger of this reality is that in Trinbago the talking heads of the state agencies, the politicians and the trafficking elites are now believing the deceptions, the lies that they articulate to mask the realities as truth.

The National/ Master Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Plan 1997-2002 of Jamaica lists the details of activities by intervention with reference to supply reduction as follows:

“Drug Trafficking.


	Improve the public perception of the Law Enforcement Units.

	Write and implement a Crime Management Plan, which will focus on the selection, targeting and eliminating at least one major trafficking organiser on an annual basis.

	Continue and consolidate the ongoing restructuring of the Police Force based on the Wolf Report and the Hirsh Management Audit.

	Establish the National Intelligence Centre. The expected results would be: better management and use of information data; greater volume of intelligence collection; formulating strategies to combat crime and criminal activities and to assist the Police in forecasting problems.

	Train human resources in basis police skills and investigation techniques. These include; power of law enforcement officers; citizens rights; physical surveillance; identification of illegal substances, interviewing and interrogation techniques; preservation of exhibits and preservation of evidence in courts; development of informants; intelligence analysis; investigation on clandestine drug laboratories; financial fraud and money laundering.

	Pursue regional cooperation and an exchange of intelligence information through the establishment of a Regional Drug Training Centre (REDTRAC).

	Create and maintain linkages within the communities through the Community Consultative Committees, Neighbourhood Watch Groups and Youth Development Clubs.”



(National/ Master Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Plan)

(1997-2002)


The Jamaicans are employing instrumentalities, as the plan does not envisage the need for a knowledge base. The Jamaican plan has a specific discourse of the trafficking economy and the instrumentalities of intervention flow out of its discourse. As is the case with the Master Plan 1998-2002 of Trinbago, the central issue is the existence of a knowledge base that is rooted in the realities of the illicit drug trafficking economy and its nexus with the economy of crime. The primary issues are then the structures and nature of the Jamaican trafficking economy and the complicity of the politicians and agencies of the state with the illicit drug trafficking economy.

The National Drug Master Plan 1997-2000 of Guyana defines its short-term objectives as follows:


“(1) To anchor the idea of a crime free society as a common national goal, and to sharpen anti- drug measures through a synergetic national approach.

(2) To obtain a clear understanding of the size of the drug problem, its trends and antecedents.

(3) To progressively improve the level of deterrence and to seize and confiscate profits from drug production, cultivation, dealing and trafficking.

(4) To create an atmosphere of, and engineer the conditions for non- tolerance towards illegal drugs.

(5) To sensitise individuals, groups, and communities to the adoption and promotion of healthy life- styles.

(6) To develop through consultative processes, alternatives for individuals, families, groups, and communities vulnerable to, or negatively affected by the drug problem.

(7) To strengthen and preserve the Rule of Law.

(8) To improve collaborative efforts and understanding among Latin American and Caribbean territories, and to strengthen international co-operation and linkages.”

(National Drug Master Plan 1997-2000)


The instrumentalities being articulated to realise the short-term objectives include the following:


“1. Recruit, train, equip and realistically remunerate an adequate number of Drug Enforcement personnel for routine operations in all of the Enforcement Agencies.


	Identify, Arrest and Prosecute Drug Dealers and Traffickers with the focus on major dealers.

	Seizure and Forfeiture of Assets of Drug Dealers and Traffickers.

	Promote better communication and mutual co- operation among the Law Enforcement Agencies, relevant Government Ministries and community groups.

	Liaise and network with other Regional and International Law Enforcement Agencies.

	. Actively support Drug Education at the Community Level.

	. Strengthen the confidence of the Communities in the Law Enforcement Agencies in order for more information to be supplied on Drugs and Criminal Activities within the various communities.



(The National Drug Master Plan 1997-2000)


It all reads as official discourse rooted in the discourse of western parliamentary democracy, but as with the other master plans reviewed it deliberately fails to deal with what exists and the expected developments during the life of the master plan. What is, realities that slip out from behind the mask in spite of the complicity of the social order with the official discourse that ever seeks to mask the underlying realities. Realities that expose the lies and the social crises which have engulfed the failed state that is Guyana.
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Comments on the Draft Final Report of the Caricom Regional Task Force on Crime and Security June 2002.

The report reflects the worldviews of the dominant groups which constituted the task force. It is clearly apparent that discourses of specific groups as the police and employees of the national security bureaucracies were way too dominant in its influence on the said report. This has resulted in a report that takes it for granted that everyone knows what constitutes crime in these worldviews. Secondly, it actually lists a nexus between crime and specific social realities and structures as poverty and the illicit drug trade. Much too much is taken for granted and taken for truth because experienced reality affirms such positions. Where is the ethnographic research amongst the drug abusers etc. which ensures that no specific discourse of truth dominates this process thereby rendering it political?

The concept of the illicit drug trade in the Caribbean is flawed for there is no homogeneous reality termed the Caribbean illicit drug trade. The transhipment of illicit drugs through the Caribbean is not cut from the same bolt of cloth and specificities of territories must be identified and understood. The Jamaican reality is not that of Trinbago, effective intervention and interdiction must both be specific and regionalized at the same instance. Secondly, the discourse of the illicit drug trade utilized in the report is flawed and has to be revised. The illicit drug trade is a mode of production with its specific worldview, value system and social structures with the specific aim of social hegemony. The illicit drug trade in the Caribbean is well advanced in its task of creating narcodemocracies in the Caribbean wherever it’s nurtured by corrupt social systems. The stress placed on the social systems is simply the birthing pains of a new social order: the narcodemocracies where violence is the dominant means of dispute resolution and property, both personal, public and private, is there for the taking by the violent from the weak. In Trinbago this is the culture of the gundolero and the skettel. The malaise is not then the result of deviance, which insists that the deviance is of a minority and it can be fixed. This is a Caribbean wide case of a dominant social order under attack to lose its hegemony by an alternate social order, which has removed the mask over violence. This is not a problem to be fixed with instrumentalities it has to be addressed at the level of the idea and an entire new discourse of the social order has to devised and let loose to stem the attack of the discourse of the narcodemocracy.

The report reveals the weakness of the UWI in its knowledge base on the illicit drug trade in the Caribbean. The representative of UWI, St Augustine has no research-based knowledge on the illicit drug trade in Trinbago and the Caribbean. In addition, the weak knowledge bases of the task force are revealed by their continued dependence on knowledge bases created by international agencies as the UNDCP which are flawed and serve the interests of the bureaucracy rather than the nations of CARICOM. For example the proposal on drug demand reduction accepted by Caricom was in fact prepared under the aegis of Drugscope of Britain. How can persons alien to the specific realities of drug supply, abuse and addiction and intervention make salient recommendations on drug intervention programs in Trinbago? Those of us in civil society who have not been consulted for various reasons by Caricom remain voiceless on an issue where we hold the research knowledge necessary to the potency of the task at hand. To continue to render us voiceless Caricom does so at its own peril. For it is noteworthy that the shakers and movers of the narco economy afford us the respect that mainstream society does not.

Those of us in civil society who dance with the narco economy on a daily basis must now produce our alternate report on crime and security, if not for Caricom, then at least for Trinbago.
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CHAPTER 3: VOICELESS REALITIES
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The Case of Trinidad and Tobago


“When political parties receive money from drug lords they cannot fight drugs. Therefore, we must put it in this Bill. That is the most significant laundering that can take place, the most dangerous kind of laundering that can take place. There is suspicion that surrounds the Government with respect to that. They have not answered these questions. The second one is, if your politicians are involved in drugs in some way, the whole society is going to take part. Therefore, there has got to be some provisions in the Bill that deals with how Ministers acquire property. For example, if a Minister on a Minister’s salary, who was fairly poor before, acquires a large estate with a house on it, that should be priority, we should investigate that immediately. If a minister, whether he was former ambassador or not, whether he was junior minister or not, builds a house for $2 million you must ask questions. This bill has got to entrench these issues of Ministers. Ministers must be able to answer for the property they have. I am saying this bill should deal with that matter. Mr. Speaker, also, we are going to be the laughing stock, of not only the international community, but we are going to be the laughing stock of the national community, if, while we are passing this bill, we do not insist that our exemplars resign if their names are linked in any way with drugs or drug-pushers or convicted drug dealers and so forth. For the integrity of the nation, Ministers have resigned for less than that.”

(Basdeo Panday Friday, October 18, 1991 Hansard)



Commencing in the late 1960s to the present (2004) Trinbago has been constantly awash in illicit drugs imported into Trinbago from primarily Venezuela. In the late 1960s compressed Colombian ganja and mandrax, manufactured in Colombia were landed at various points on the coastline and marketed primarily in the East- West corridor of northern Trinidad. Mandrax retailed on Charlotte Street, Port-of-Spain just south of Duke Street moved from $0.10 TT per tablet to $0.25 TT in one week such was the intensity of demand. Over the years the drug supply to Trinbago has not slackened, dried up or exhibited phases where demand outstripped supply. In fact, prices have fallen at the wholesale end in spite of the depreciation of the TT dollar from $2.42 TT to the USD TO $6.30 TT to 1USD at present.

In the El Socorro/ Aranguez illicit drug hotspot since the late 1960s an ounce of crack cocaine is sold on consignment to a low level pusher for $800.00 TT. The pusher can then sell the 160 crack balls for $10.00TT each, a ten ball, thereby realising $800.00 for his effort. He can also choose to zoosh/ pipe/ smoke the ounce of crack balls and pay the $800.00TT to the supplier. One kilo of crack balls sold at $800.00TT per ounce sells for $28,000.00TT whilst a kilo of cocaine hydrochloride sells for less than $3000.00 US

One kilo of 90% pure cocaine hydrochloride can be cut to 6,8 or 10 kilos and then cooked to cocaine bakes, which is crack cocaine before it is reduced to crack balls. The number of cut kilos you create from one kilo of cocaine hydrochloride depends on the kick you specialise in for your repeat clients and the prices you call for your crack balls. Crack for high-end markets go from 10 balls upwards and the kick, the rush is expected by the clients to be sweeter than low priced 5 balls. One to six kilos then to crack balls is then the realm of 20 balls as the rush so desired by the upper income clients.

The most potent indicator of the reality that Trinbago is fully integrated into the drug trafficking economy of Venezuela is the fact that a kilo of cocaine hydrochloride 90% pure trafficked from the Orinoco Delta (Delta Amacuro) with the trafficking locus at Tucupita and stored in Trinbago until transhipped to Europe and the US or sold locally sells for the same price as in Tucupita. Cocaine being transhipped across the Gulf of Paria to Trinbago and sold for the same price as in Delta Amacuro indicates that there are no added costs and risks in the transhipping and storage in Trinbago to merit a rise in price. The illicit drug trade in Trinbago is now globalised and part of the Colombia- Venezuela continuum. Secondly, the transnational price continuity and stability indicate that the illicit industry is so protected from the interdiction efforts of the Trinbagonian








	Ensure their transhipping franchises were sustainable because the frenzied activities of the US and British anti- drug agencies during the decade of the 1990s influenced their Colombian and Venezuelan suppliers to now seek alternate transhipping routes.

	To maintain and increase the share of Colombian produced drugs they are charged with trafficking to their final destinations. To this end the alliance brings together the networks of the Syrian/ Lebanese organisation in the Caribbean including Guyana and Central America with the linkages the white organisation has forged with Russian, Eastern European, Nigerian and Chinese trafficking groups. The white organisation pioneered linkages with the Russian criminal gangs moving cocaine from Trinbago into Russia, Eastern Europe and thence to Western Europe. Linkages with Nigerian trafficking organisations enable transhipment of cocaine to Africa, especially South Africa. An alliance with the Tong of Hong Kong has enabled the movement of cocaine via Tong networks to Canada, the US, Britain and the European Union. When welded together a globalised illicit drug transhipping organisation headquartered in Trinidad now straddles transhipment of Colombian produced illicit drugs through the Caribbean.
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