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A PRACTICAL GARDENING REFERENCE





Important — please read.



This guide is an educational gardening reference for Trinidad and Tobago. Climate, rainfall, soil, water availability, plant-health rules, invasive-species controls and permitted treatments can vary by region and change over time. Planting dates and climate guidance should be adapted to the reader’s exact locality, elevation and microclimate. Always follow product labels and current local rules for fertilizers, pesticides and plant movement. Where plant toxicity, allergies, food safety, structural work, electrical systems or chemical treatments are involved, obtain appropriate professional advice.



GARDENER’S NOTE Use this book as a practical planning reference and verify local growing conditions before acting.



Published by YouFlora • YouFlora.com








Important — please read. This guide is an educational introduction to gardening and native flora in Trinidad and Tobago. Growing conditions vary widely by locality, altitude and microclimate, and plant hardiness, flowering times, soil needs and pest pressures differ from garden to garden — treat any specific dates, temperatures and measurements here as general illustrations, not guarantees. Before planting, confirm that a species suits your site and is not restricted: some ornamental plants are invasive in certain regions and others are toxic to people, pets or livestock, and local rules may protect native or wild species. Check current guidance from your national or regional agriculture/horticulture authority, a trusted local nursery, or a botanical garden, and never forage or consume any plant without expert identification. Effective date of research: 2026.






1. Welcome to Gardening in Trinidad and Tobago
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1.1 How to Use This Guide

Welcome! Whether you’re a seasoned gardener, a backyard experimenter, or just beginning to explore the lush possibilities of Trinidad and Tobago’s soils, this guide is designed to be your practical companion. Here’s how to make the most of it—and start growing with confidence in our uniquely vibrant corner of the tropics.


Navigating the Guide

This book is structured to walk you through every stage of gardening in Trinidad and Tobago, from understanding local climates and soils to selecting, planting, and caring for both native and popular ornamental and edible plants. Chapters are grouped by theme, so you can dip into what you need, when you need it:


	Chapters 1–3: Setting the stage—learn about climate, geography, and soil. A must-read if you’re new to gardening here or want to troubleshoot persistent challenges.

	Chapters 4–7: Dive into the incredible diversity of native and adapted plants, including trees, perennials, wildflowers, and aquatic species.

	Chapters 8–11: Practical planning and maintenance, from designing your garden to the nuts and bolts of planting, watering, and pruning.

	Chapters 12–15: Edible gardening, ornamentals, and specialty gardens—perfect for those wanting to expand their harvest or create show-stopping landscapes.

	Chapters 16–17: Pest, disease, and sustainability—because healthy gardens are resilient gardens.

	Chapter 18: Regional and urban guides—tailored advice for your specific part of Trinidad or Tobago.



Each chapter stands alone, but you’ll get the richest results by reading the basics first, then exploring plant-specific or specialty topics as your interests grow.


How to Find What You Need


	Quick Reference Tables: Look for tables summarizing plant choices, care tips, and seasonal guides throughout the book.

	Callouts: Watch for highlighted tips, fun facts, and warnings—these nuggets distill local wisdom and botanical know-how.

	Glossary & Resources: At the back, you’ll find a glossary of key terms and a list of local gardening organizations, nurseries, and online resources.




🌱 Planting Tip: When trying a new plant, check both its local name and Latin name. Many plants in Trinidad and Tobago go by several common names—using the botanical name ensures you’re getting the right species for your garden.





Regional Relevance & Local Nuance

Gardening in Mayaro’s salty breezes is different from tending a hillside plot in Paramin, or a city balcony in Port of Spain. Throughout the guide, you’ll find notes on how advice shifts for Trinidad’s north, central, and south regions, as well as Tobago’s unique microclimates. Always consider your own site’s conditions—sun, shade, slope, soil, and exposure to wind or salt spray—when applying general guidance.



Safety, Stewardship, and Sustainability

Some plants popular in gardens are invasive or toxic to people or pets—especially important where children or livestock roam. This guide flags known risks, but always verify unfamiliar species, and consult local experts or agricultural extension officers if in doubt. If you’re foraging or growing for food, remember: when in doubt, leave it out.


⚠️ Common Mistake: Assuming that all beautiful or popular plants suit local conditions. Some imported ornamentals become invasive or demand more water and care than our climate allows. Prioritise well-adapted and native species for easier, more sustainable gardening.





Getting the Most from Each Chapter

Each plant profile or technique includes:


	Climate and Soil Preferences: Typical needs, with local variations.

	Planting and Spacing: General guidelines—adapt to your garden’s reality.

	Watering and Feeding: Best practices for wet and dry seasons.

	Propagation and Maintenance: Tips for success, from seed to mature plant.

	Cultural and Ecological Notes: Fascinating facts, historical uses, and wildlife benefits.





Your Gardening Journey

Gardening in Trinidad and Tobago is as much about discovery as it is about results. Use this guide as a springboard: experiment, observe, and share your insights with neighbours and local gardening groups. Our islands’ flora is rich, resilient, and ready for you to explore—let’s dig in!





1.2 The Joys of Tropical Gardening

Gardening in Trinidad and Tobago is an adventure in abundance—a living celebration of colour, fragrance, and life. Tucked between the lush Ortoire forests and the turquoise Caribbean, these islands are a gardener’s dream: a place where plants leap out of the soil with exuberance, and something is always in bloom. Whether you’re coaxing callaloo from a backyard patch, or admiring a golden poui (Tabebuia aurea) showering petals on your street, the joys of gardening here are as endless as the horizon.


A Year-Round Growing Season: Endless Possibilities

Unlike temperate climates, Trinidad and Tobago’s equatorial latitude means there’s no true winter. Instead, gardeners enjoy a warm, humid climate with average daytime temperatures typically between 28–32°C (82–90°F) and nighttime temperatures rarely dipping below 20°C (68°F). The result is a growing season that never sleeps—plants can be sown, grown, and harvested nearly any time of year, though the rhythm of wet and dry seasons shapes what thrives when.


🌡️ Climate Note: In most areas, the wet season (June–November) brings heavy rains and lush growth, while the dry season (December–May) offers drier, sunnier days—ideal for many fruiting and flowering plants. Always consider your specific microclimate, as coastal breezes, elevation, and urban heat can shift conditions.




A Living Palette: Flowers, Foliage, and Fruits

From the flamboyant scarlet of the chaconia (Warszewiczia coccinea)—Trinidad’s national flower—to the delicate blues of butterfly pea (Clitoria ternatea), tropical gardening offers a palette that would make an artist envious. Many native and well-adapted ornamentals—like the frangipani (Plumeria rubra), bougainvillea, and the showy heliconias—bring continuous colour and attract hummingbirds, bees, and butterflies throughout the year.

But the garden is not just a feast for the eyes. Fruit trees such as mango (Mangifera indica), soursop (Annona muricata), and pawpaw (Carica papaya) offer delicious harvests, while leafy greens like dasheen bush (Colocasia esculenta) and chadon beni (Eryngium foetidum) provide essential ingredients for local cuisine. Herbs and spices—think thyme, hot peppers, and shado beni—thrive in home gardens, infusing meals with fresh, homegrown flavour.



Gardening Traditions: From Liming to Legacy

Gardening here is woven into the fabric of daily life. Many families keep a “kitchen garden” tucked behind the house, growing seasonings, callaloo, or pigeon peas for Sunday lunch. Ornamental gardens, meanwhile, are a point of pride—neatly edged with croton (Codiaeum variegatum) or hibiscus, and often featuring a treasured orchid or bromeliad collection. Even in urban Port of Spain, you’ll find balconies brimming with potted herbs and flamboyant bougainvillea.


🌸 Did You Know? The majestic immortelle (Erythrina poeppigiana) is traditionally used as a shade tree in cocoa plantations—its fiery orange flowers signal the start of the rainy season and attract a spectacular array of birds.





Pro Tips for Enjoying Your Tropical Paradise

To fully embrace the joys of gardening in Trinidad and Tobago, consider these practical tips:


	Start Small: Begin with a few pots or a small bed—herbs like chadon beni or basil (Ocimum basilicum) are forgiving and rewarding for beginners.

	Embrace Diversity: Mix ornamentals, edibles, and natives for a resilient, beautiful garden that supports wildlife.

	Watch the Weather: Time sowing and transplanting to take advantage of the early wet season rains, but beware of waterlogging—raised beds or mounds help in heavy soils.

	Mulch Generously: Use coconut husk, bagasse, or grass clippings to retain moisture, suppress weeds, and enrich the soil.













	Common Tropical Garden Plants
	Best Season
	Sun Needs
	Soil Preference
	Notes





	Chaconia (Warszewiczia coccinea)
	Wet
	Full sun
	Moist, well-drained
	National flower, attracts birds



	Mango (Mangifera indica)
	Late dry/early wet
	Full sun
	Deep, fertile
	Large tree; needs space



	Bougainvillea
	Dry
	Full sun
	Well-drained, sandy
	Prune for shape; drought-tolerant



	Dasheen (Colocasia esculenta)
	Wet
	Part shade
	Moist, rich
	Toxic raw—cook before eating!



	Chadon beni (Eryngium foetidum)
	All year
	Part shade
	Moist, loamy
	Essential herb, easy to grow






⚠️ Common Mistake: Overwatering is a frequent pitfall, especially in the rainy season. Most tropical plants dislike soggy roots—ensure good drainage and avoid letting pots sit in water.



Above all, tropical gardening is about delight: in the scent of ylang ylang on a humid evening, the soft patter of rain on broad leaves, or the thrill of picking your own, sun-warmed guava. With a little care and curiosity, your garden will soon be alive with the unique, vibrant spirit of Trinidad and Tobago.





1.3 Gardening Traditions in Trinidad and Tobago

Gardening in Trinidad and Tobago is much more than a pastime—it’s a living thread woven through the islands’ diverse history and culture. From vibrant kitchen gardens to lush ornamental yards, every garden tells a story of adaptation, resourcefulness, and celebration. Whether you’re a seasoned grower or just dipping your toes into the rich soils, understanding these traditions will help you root your own garden in the spirit of the islands.


A Heritage of Home Gardens

The tradition of home gardening dates back centuries, shaped by the islands’ Indigenous peoples, African and Indian ancestors, European settlers, and later arrivals from China, Syria, and Lebanon. Each group brought its own plants and techniques, blending them with local wisdom and the ever-generous tropical climate.

In rural Trinidad, “yard gardens” (sometimes called “kitchen gardens” or “backyard gardens”) are still common, especially in Central and South Trinidad and throughout Tobago. These gardens are typically a lively jumble of food crops, medicinal herbs, and ornamentals, grown right outside the home for easy access. You’ll often find dasheen (Colocasia esculenta), cassava (Manihot esculenta), okra (Abelmoschus esculentus), and bodi (Vigna unguiculata, the long bean) growing shoulder-to-shoulder, with fruit trees like mango (Mangifera indica), guava (Psidium guajava), and papaya (Carica papaya) shading the plot.


🌿 Native Spotlight: The immortelle tree (Erythrina poeppigiana), native to Trinidad, is traditionally used to shade cacao plantations and is beloved for its coral-red blooms.




Cultural Roots and Celebrations

Gardening is deeply entwined with the islands’ festivals and foodways. The annual Divali celebration, for example, sees families sprucing up gardens and planting marigolds (Tagetes spp.), while Christmas brings bursts of poinsettia (Euphorbia pulcherrima) and fragrant spices from homegrown pimento (Capsicum chinense) and bay leaf (Pimenta racemosa). Many households still cultivate their own “seasoning patch”—a small bed of chadon beni (Eryngium foetidum), fine leaf thyme (Thymus vulgaris), hot peppers, and green onions, essential for the nation’s famous stews, curries, and sauces.

In Tobago, the tradition of “Provision Grounds”—plots of root crops and fruit trees passed down through generations—remains an important way families supplement their diets and maintain a connection to the land.



Ornamental Gardening and the Tropical Aesthetic

Ornamental gardening flourished during the colonial era, with grand houses surrounded by hibiscus (Hibiscus rosa-sinensis), bougainvillea (Bougainvillea glabra), and the flamboyant poui trees (Tabebuia aurea and Tabebuia rosea) that still light up the landscape each dry season. Today, these classic ornamentals blend with newer introductions—anthuriums, heliconias, and orchids—to create the lush “tropical look” beloved across the islands.


⚠️ Common Mistake: Some popular ornamentals, like the allamanda (Allamanda cathartica) and lantana (Lantana camara), are invasive or toxic in certain areas. Always check local guidelines and plant safely, especially around children and pets.





Community, Healing, and Knowledge-Sharing

Gardening has always been a communal affair in Trinidad and Tobago. Neighbours swap cuttings and seeds over the fence; elders pass down tricks for coaxing stubborn crops; and community gardens flourish in urban spaces like Port of Spain, San Fernando, and Scarborough. Plant lore—such as the use of lemongrass (Cymbopogon citratus) for “bush tea” or aloe (Aloe vera) for burns—remains strong, a testament to the islands’ living heritage.


🌸 Did You Know? The traditional “market day” in towns and villages is more than a place to buy produce—it’s where gardeners gather to share tips, swap rare seedlings, and keep the gardening spirit alive.





Carrying On the Tradition

Whether you’re planting a single chadon beni plant or a full fruit orchard, you’re part of a centuries-old tradition of resilience, creativity, and joy. As you dig, sow, and nurture, you join generations of Trinidadians and Tobagonians in celebrating the land’s bounty—and shaping the next chapter of the islands’ gardening story.









	Common Traditional Plants
	Use
	Notes





	Dasheen (Colocasia esculenta)
	Root crop, leaves
	Needs moist soil; edible with caution



	Chadon beni (Eryngium foetidum)
	Herb, seasoning
	Essential for authentic local flavor



	Mango (Mangifera indica)
	Fruit tree
	Many varieties; full sun



	Hibiscus (Hibiscus rosa-sinensis)
	Ornamental
	Attracts butterflies, easy to grow



	Immortelle (Erythrina poeppigiana)
	Shade tree
	Iconic native; supports biodiversity









1.4 Essential Tools and Resources

Stepping into a Trinidad and Tobago garden, whether you’re tending a hillside plot in Paramin or a compact backyard in Scarborough, is a journey best begun with the right tools in hand. The combination of tropical sun, lush soils, and exuberant plant growth means a well-equipped gardener can work efficiently, safely, and with pleasure. Let’s explore the essential toolkit for island gardening, along with invaluable local resources to help you thrive.


The Must-Have Toolkit

While gardening is wonderfully forgiving—many a seasoned gardener has improvised with a cutlass or old spoon—the right tools make a world of difference. Here are the essentials for most gardens in Trinidad and Tobago:


	Cutlass (Machete): The quintessential Caribbean tool, used for clearing brush, harvesting dasheen (Colocasia esculenta), trimming banana plants (Musa spp.), and even opening coconuts. Choose a sturdy, well-balanced blade and keep it sharp for safety and ease.

	Hand Fork and Trowel: For planting ornamentals like hibiscus (Hibiscus rosa-sinensis) or digging up the edible roots of cassava (Manihot esculenta), a strong hand fork and trowel are indispensable.

	Hoe: Useful for breaking up compacted clay soils, weeding, and creating furrows for seeds such as bodi beans (Vigna unguiculata).

	Pruners (Secateurs): Essential for shaping shrubs like West Indian Jasmine (Ixora coccinea) and deadheading flowers. Choose bypass pruners for clean cuts on living stems.

	Watering Can or Hose: With the wet and dry seasons, supplemental watering is often needed. A watering can with a rose head is perfect for seedlings, while a sturdy hose is a must for larger beds.

	Gloves: Protect your hands from spiny plants like bougainvillea, biting insects, and soil-borne irritants. Lightweight, breathable gloves suit the humid climate.

	Wheelbarrow or Bucket: For hauling compost, mulch, or harvests—especially handy during the wet season when paths get muddy.

	Rake: A strong rake is useful for gathering fallen leaves from immortelle trees (Erythrina poeppigiana), leveling beds, and spreading mulch.




🌱 Planting Tip: In heavy rainfall areas (like the northern range during wet season), raised beds or mounded rows help prevent waterlogging and root rot—consider investing in a sturdy spade for this task.




Specialty Tools for the Tropics


	Sprayer: For organic pest control (like neem oil for whiteflies on peppers), a small hand sprayer is invaluable.

	Long-Handled Loppers: For thicker branches on fruit trees such as mango (Mangifera indica) or soursop (Annona muricata).

	Soil Knife or Dibbler: Handy for transplanting seedlings of chadon beni (Eryngium foetidum) or making planting holes in dense ground.





Caring for Your Tools

Tropical humidity can quickly rust metal and rot wooden handles. After each use: - Wipe tools clean, dry thoroughly, and oil blades lightly. - Store under cover—an old drum or shed will do. - Sharpen blades regularly for safety and plant health.


⚠️ Common Mistake: Leaving tools outside overnight is a fast track to rust and decay. Even “stainless” steel can corrode in Trinidad and Tobago’s humid air.





Local Resources and Where to Find Them


	Garden Shops & Hardware Stores: Found in every town—look for locally made cutlasses and tools designed for Caribbean conditions.

	Agricultural Extension Offices: Both Trinidad and Tobago have Ministry of Agriculture offices offering free advice, soil testing, and sometimes workshops.

	Botanic Gardens: The Royal Botanic Gardens, Port of Spain and Tobago’s Botanical Gardens are not only beautiful, but staff can offer plant ID and growing tips.

	Local Plant Nurseries: From San Fernando to Signal Hill, nurseries stock tools, seeds, and regionally adapted plants—and are a treasure trove of local wisdom.

	Community Groups & Garden Clubs: Groups like the Horticultural Society of Trinidad and Tobago often host plant swaps, talks, and events.











	Tool
	Primary Use
	Local Tip





	Cutlass (Machete)
	Clearing, harvesting
	Sharpen often; store oiled to prevent rust



	Hand Fork/Trowel
	Planting, weeding
	Opt for stainless steel if possible



	Hoe
	Soil prep, weeding
	Useful for dry season weed control



	Pruners/Secateurs
	Trimming, deadheading
	Clean after use to prevent disease spread



	Watering Can/Hose
	Irrigation
	Water early or late to avoid evaporation



	Gloves
	Hand protection
	Wash and dry well after muddy work



	Wheelbarrow/Bucket
	Moving soil, compost, crop
	Plastic buckets resist rust in wet season



	Rake
	Gathering debris, leveling
	Wide-tooth for leaves, narrow for soil





Armed with these essentials and a network of local resources, you’ll be ready to tackle the joys—and surprises—of gardening in Trinidad and Tobago.







2. Understanding Trinidad and Tobago’s Climate Zones
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2.1 Overview of Tropical Climate Patterns

Gardening in Trinidad and Tobago is an adventure shaped by the islands’ vibrant tropical climate—a climate that gifts us with lush growth, dazzling blooms, and year-round gardening possibilities. Understanding these patterns is your first step to a thriving garden, whether you’re coaxing native orchids into bloom or planning a bounty of dasheen and pawpaw.


The Tropical Setting: Warmth, Humidity, and Rhythm

Trinidad and Tobago sit just north of the equator, basking in a classic tropical maritime climate. This means temperatures are warm throughout the year, typically ranging from 23°C (73°F) on cooler nights to around 32°C (90°F) on hotter days. The sun’s intensity is consistent, with about 12 hours of daylight year-round—perfect for sun-loving plants like bougainvillea (Bougainvillea glabra) and flamboyant trees (Delonix regia).

Humidity is generally high, often hovering between 70–90%. This moisture-laden air supports lush foliage and fast growth, but can also encourage fungal issues if air circulation is poor—an important consideration when spacing plants or choosing sites for vegetables and ornamentals.


Rainfall: The Lifeblood of the Landscape

Unlike temperate climates with four distinct seasons, Trinidad and Tobago experience two main seasons: the wet (June to December) and the dry (January to May). The wet season is marked by frequent, sometimes heavy, showers—especially in the afternoons. The dry season, while not completely rainless, brings less frequent and lighter rainfall.


💧 Watering Wisdom: During the wet season, reduce supplemental watering to avoid waterlogged roots, especially for sensitive plants like tomatoes (Solanum lycopersicum) or ornamentals in clay soils. In the dry season, mulch heavily and water deeply but less frequently to encourage deep root growth.



Rainfall amounts vary across the islands. The Northern Range in Trinidad can receive over 3,000 mm (about 120 inches) of rain annually, supporting dense rainforest with species like the majestic silk cotton tree (Ceiba pentandra). In contrast, the Caroni Plain and the southwest coast are much drier, making them better suited to drought-tolerant natives like the yellow poui (Tabebuia ochracea).



The Role of Trade Winds and Sea Breezes

Constant trade winds from the northeast bring fresh air and moderate temperatures, especially along coastal areas. These breezes cool the garden, reduce fungal pressures, and help pollinate crops. However, strong winds can also stress young plants and saplings—staking and windbreaks are smart strategies for exposed sites.



Microclimates: Hills, Valleys, and Urban Heat

While the general climate is tropical, local microclimates abound. The hills of Tobago, for example, are cooler and wetter than lowland areas, supporting unique ferns and epiphytes like the native wild pine (Guzmania lingulata). Urban centers like Port of Spain create “heat islands” with higher temperatures—container gardens here may need extra shade and water.



Temperature Extremes and Rare Chills

Frost is unheard of, but occasionally, nighttime temperatures can dip below 20°C (68°F) in the hills during the dry season. Most tropical plants, including caladiums (Caladium bicolor) and anthuriums (Anthurium andraeanum), thrive in these mild conditions but may slow their growth if it gets too cool.


🌡️ Climate Note: While hurricanes are rare, tropical storms can bring intense rain and gusty winds between June and November. Secure trellises and prune large trees before the season to minimize storm damage.





Gardening Calendar at a Glance

Here’s a rough guide to the gardening rhythm shaped by our climate:









	Month
	Typical Weather
	Garden Focus





	Jan–May
	Dry, sunny
	Planting vegetables, pruning, mulching



	Jun–Dec
	Wet, humid
	Sowing rice, yams, ornamentals; watch for pests & fungal diseases







Embrace the Tropical Bounty

By tuning into Trinidad and Tobago’s tropical climate patterns, you’ll better time your planting, watering, and harvests for success. Remember—local microclimates, soil, and weather quirks mean no two gardens are exactly alike. Observe, adapt, and enjoy the year-round abundance this climate offers.


⚠️ Common Mistake: Don’t assume “wet” means plants never need water—young transplants and containers can still dry out quickly in hot sun or wind, even during the rainy season. Always check soil moisture!







2.2 Wet and Dry Seasons: Timing Your Garden

Gardening in Trinidad and Tobago is a dance with the seasons—though unlike temperate lands, our “seasons” are not about snow or frost, but about the rhythm of rain and sun. Understanding and working with the wet and dry periods is the single most important key to thriving gardens here. When you time your planting and major garden tasks to these cycles, you harness nature’s power and save yourself endless frustration.


The Two Main Seasons: When Are They?

Trinidad and Tobago’s climate is typically divided into: - Wet Season: Usually from June to December, peaking between July and November. - Dry Season: Generally January to May, with March and April often being the driest.

These periods can shift a little from year to year and between regions, especially with the influence of climate change and weather patterns like El Niño. Always keep an eye on local forecasts and talk to experienced gardeners in your area for the most accurate timing.


🌡️ Climate Note: The northeast trade winds and the islands’ varied topography mean that the north and northeast coasts, and hilly areas like the Northern Range, can receive more rainfall than the central plains or southwestern Tobago.




Wet Season Gardening: Harnessing the Rains

The wet season brings lush, fast growth, but also some challenges: heavy downpours, waterlogged soils, and increased risk of fungal diseases. This is prime time for establishing deep-rooted trees, refreshing lawns, and sowing many tropical vegetables and ornamentals.

What to Plant in the Wet Season: - Fruit Trees: Mango (Mangifera indica), Avocado (Persea americana), Soursop (Annona muricata), and Citrus (Citrus spp.) benefit from the ample moisture for root development. - Root Crops: Dasheen (Colocasia esculenta), Cassava (Manihot esculenta), and Sweet Potato (Ipomoea batatas) thrive when planted as the rains begin. - Flowering Shrubs and Trees: Immortelle (Erythrina poeppigiana), Yellow Poui (Tabebuia ochracea), and Hibiscus (Hibiscus rosa-sinensis). - Lawns and Groundcovers: Rejuvenate or sow new grass (Zoysia, Bermuda) as rain will help seeds germinate and new roots establish.

Practical Tips: - Space plants generously to improve airflow and reduce fungal disease risk. - Plant on raised beds or mounds in heavy soils to avoid root rot. - Mulch well to prevent soil erosion and retain moisture as the rains taper off.


💧 Watering Wisdom: During the wet season, supplemental watering is rarely needed—but check containers and sheltered spots that may miss rain.





Dry Season Gardening: Making the Most of the Sun

The dry season brings brilliant blue skies, lower humidity, and a welcome break from muddy boots. This is the best time for soil preparation, pruning, and planting drought-tolerant natives.

What to Do








Garden Timing at a Glance










	Task
	Wet Season (Jun–Dec)
	Dry Season (Jan–May)





	Planting fruit trees
	✔️
	(prep only)



	Sowing root crops
	✔️
	



	Soil preparation & composting
	
	✔️



	Pruning ornamentals
	
	✔️



	Sowing annual flowers
	✔️
	(nursery beds only)



	Mulching
	✔️
	✔️



	Major transplanting
	✔️
	











Adapting to the Unexpected






2.3 Microclimates: Coast, Hills, and Savannah



Coastal Microclimates









Hills & Highlands










Savannahs & Plains





















	Zone
	Typical Soil
	Key Features
	Top Native Plants
	Key Garden Strategies





	Coast
	Sandy, saline
	Wind, salt, humidity
	Sea Grape, Seaside Mahoe, Bay Cedar
	Windbreaks, mulch, deep watering



	Hills
	Clay, loamy
	Cooler, mist, slopes
	Yellow Poui, Immortelle, Wild Cocoa
	Terracing, compost, drainage



	Savannah
	Clay/loam
	Sun, drought, pooling
	Bois Canôt, Savanna Grass, Silk Grass
	Raised beds, mulch, water storage










2.4 Weather Challenges: Heat, Rain, and Hurricanes



Coping with Heat and Intense Sun








Surviving the Wet Season’s Deluges











	Challenge
	Solution
	Example Plants





	Heavy Rain
	Raised beds, good drainage, mulch
	Hibiscus grandiflorus, Nymphaea ampla



	Waterlogging
	Contour planting, add sand/organic matter
	Heliconia bihai, Canna indica



	Fungal Disease
	Airflow, pruning, copper-based spray (as needed)
	Ixora coccinea, Chrysobalanus icaco











Bracing for Hurricanes and Storms









Final Words
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