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      After my playdate with the dominatrix, I felt I needed a breather to regain control over my sex life.  My little excursion into the world of BDSM had been fun, but being whipped and hog-tied by a domme had its limits.  Now it was my turn to set the terms of engagement.  I wanted to be back in the driver's seat and branch out beyond one dominant partner.

      One lonely night at home, I sat down in front of my computer and began searching for some online fun.  I wanted something different from the run-of-the-mill porn—something more engaging.  I needed something involving a live, two-way interaction.  With a real person, someone with whom I could share a genuine, passionate, if only temporary, relationship.  A virtual fuck buddy, for want of a better word.

      I typed in the search words webcam sex chat and a bunch of listings popped up for live online chat.  I clicked on one labeled LiveGirls, and a gallery of videos showing scantily-clad women touching themselves filled the screen.  I tapped one of the thumbnails, where a live stream showed a pretty girl lying facedown on a bed, wearing only a thong.  As she swayed her hips from side to side, she looked over her shoulder suggestively toward the camera.  Beside the video window, a flurry of comments filled the chat box.

      Spread your legs, someone named bigjohn said.

      Nice ass, hornyjoe commented.

      Can I see your tits? guest34 pleaded.

      All the while, the pretty brunette ran her hands across her concealed breasts and rolled her hips in the same robotic manner.  For a moment, I was hypnotized like everyone else by her lithe and sexy body.  But as attractive as she was, I had no interest in joining what amounted to a public strip show.  I was just about to exit the screen when I noticed a button for Private Chat.

      Let's see if she's any more engaging one-on-one, I thought.

      I clicked the button and a Join Now window covered the stream.

      Jeesuz, I cursed.  They never make this easy.

      I filled in the required fields for Username, Password, and E-mail, then clicked the button.  The next screen presented me with a choice between selecting ten free credits or buying a package of credits starting at fifty dollars.

      So that's how it works, I thought.  It's not much different from a real strip club.  As long as you're stuffing their stockings with cash, the girls are happy to put on a show for you.

      I'd never paid for sex of any kind, and I wasn't about to get started now.  I didn't want to chat with someone who was only in it for the money.  I backtracked to the main search screen and adjusted my search phrase to free amateur sex chat and clicked Enter.

      A fresh set of listings popped up, including an intriguing one named SexRoulette — free webcam live chat.  When I clicked on the link, a window came up with two side-by-side blank video screens.  I enabled my laptop cam and mic, then I clicked the Start button. Suddenly, a live feed of me sitting half-naked in my bathrobe appeared in the left window, while some naked guy stroking his dick appeared in the right window.

      Horrified to see that my face was showing, I quickly tilted my screen down and cursed out loud.

      What's the matter? the naked guy typed in the chat box.  You're very pretty.  Can I see your face again?

      I paused for a moment, realizing that he could hear me, then I clicked the microphone button to mute my mic.  I wasn't prepared to carry on a live audio conversation with some naked guy.  For that matter, I wasn't interested in carrying on a sex chat with any man.

      I clicked the Next button and a different naked guy appeared with his legs spread wide apart, revealing another erect, throbbing cock.  Every time I clicked Next, a different naked man appeared, pulling on his pud.  As amusing as I found the experience of scrolling through a bunch of men's penises, the thought of chatting with one of these nameless guys turned my stomach.

      Where were all the girls? I thought.  Are only guys interested in naughty online chats?

      I scanned the site and noticed some links across the top for different chat rooms.  The default setting was for Mixed, but I could also choose between Guys, Girls, and Couples.  Intrigued, I clicked on the Couples link
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