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Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?
Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.
Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?
As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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USA Today Bestselling author, W.J. May, steps into the world of Science Fiction with her fast paced, action-packed storytelling.

“I know the names of our constellations, but yours are all strange to me...”

Stass had told her the story a thousand times. 

She was ten years old when he found her, lost and alone in the harsh wilderness of the Northern Cascades with no memory of who she was. For the past eight years, Amber has lived with him above his martial arts studio in Seattle, slowly losing hope that her family will ever come for her. 

Everything changes the day Stass is murdered. 

Alone and hunted—with no idea where to turn or who to trust—Amber finds herself connecting with Raven, a young woman who claims to know her history. The kicker: according to Raven, Amber is an alien princess exiled to Earth by a civil war that claimed the lives of her entire family. To regain her past and go home, she needs to find a relic hidden somewhere in the very mountains Stass claimed to have rescued her from. 

With the help of a former member of the Royal Guard and her distractingly attractive trainee, Amber and Raven race to find answers.

But not everyone is who they claim to be, and a betrayal in a critical moment will put everything on the line.

Can a girl without a past win the fight for her future?
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“You are not immortal, Amber.”

I ducked as a saber sliced sideways, hissing through the air where my head had just been. Stass spun around to swing again from the opposite direction. My own weapon flashed up to block it, the move more muscle memory than thought. Blade clashed against blade. I twisted my wrist and slid the tip of my sword under the curve of his saber in an attempt to disarm him.

It was futile. I had never won a match against Stass, no matter the weapon or the style of fighting. It wasn’t surprising; the man ran the martial arts gym where we were currently sparring. He’d been teaching people to fight since before I was born. 

That didn’t stop me from trying to win, however. As I shifted my weight to my left side, preparing to lunge, I muttered, “How do you know? I’ve never been killed.”

“That could easily be remedied.” Stass dropped low and swept his leg out, kicking my feet out from under me to knock me to my back on the padded mat. He held the tip of the saber to my chest. “Would you like to find out?”

I lay there for a moment, trying to catch my breath without letting Stass see that I was short on it. And then I batted the saber aside and kicked up to my feet. “Maybe not tonight.”

Stass chuckled. “You concede?”

“Do I have any other option?” I wiped down the sword and racked it before wiping the sweat from my face with the tail of my shirt. Stass would have my head if I ever treated a piece of his carefully curated weapons collection with anything other than respect.

Stass tossed me my water bottle. “Not today.”

“Not ever,” I muttered. I unscrewed the lid and drank deeply.

Stass shook his head. “One day you will beat me.”

“It would do a lot for my confidence if you’d let me beat you now,” I retorted.

That got me a chuckle. “I don’t think so,” Stass said, still amused. “Life isn’t easy, Amber. And I’m not going to go easy on you just to make you feel better.” 

I gave him a flat look.

He stared back, all parental sternness. “No one will give you a break. Someone is always going to try to cheat you, or play dirty, or attempt to take what belongs to you.” He slid his own weapon into its rack on the brick wall. “You must always be aware of that, and you must never let them succeed.”

“So if a kid in class tries to take my Twinkies, I put a boot in the back of his knee and throttle his dumb—”

“Not what I meant, and you know it,” he interrupted. “No throttling of classmates.” He checked his watch and frowned. “I forgot to make supper.”

That wasn’t new. Stass had a habit of getting caught up in training and forgetting about inconsequential things like groceries or cooking meals. I didn’t hold it against him. He was a good guy, and as much of a father-figure as I’d ever had. 

“I can grab us some takeout.” I pulled my phone out of the basket on the table by the door. “Sushi? Thai? What do you feel like tonight?”

He dismissed the question with a wave, his mind clearly on something else already. “Whatever you want. I’ve got some letters that won’t write themselves. Do you have any homework?”

I pushed a wisp of blonde hair that had fallen loose from my braid back out of my eyes. “Your letter exchanges would go a lot faster if you would just email, you know. You’re the only person I’ve ever heard of who doesn’t even know how to turn on a laptop.”

“I have my birds,” Stass said, unconcerned.

“To send letters?” I tapped on Grubhub and selected a few things off the local Thai menu, adding a note that I’d come by to pick up the order. “You know that’s totally weird, right? I’m pretty sure nobody’s delivered messages by bird since, like, the Middle Ages. And while we’re on the subject,” I added, walking over to the desk near the front of the gym and pulling some money out of the cash drawer. “You really should get a debit machine. Or just a phone and one of those little pocket scanners.”

“The cash till works just fine.”

Stass’ tone said he really wasn’t interested in having the technology argument again, but I refused to back down. “You’d get so many more clients if you had a website for your classes, too. Why not just let me—”

“I get all the clients I need by word of mouth.” Stass ran a hand through his graying hair. “I don’t need to broadcast my business to the world.”

“But it’s a business!” Once again, I found myself exasperated with Stass’ refusal to even consider stepping into the modern era. “Who doesn’t want to make money? You’re a great trainer. And I could help. I’m basically done with high school, and I could work with you here instead of going to college. We both know I’ve got enough self-defense training to teach it.”

“We have plenty of money,” Stass said, giving me a pointed look as he stepped around me to lock the register. “I train to keep myself ready.”

“Ready for what?” He didn’t answer, and I rolled my eyes. “Right. Because someone is totally going to come kill us for the forty bucks you’ve got in the cash drawer and your old Dodge.” I bit my lip. Now that I’d opened the door to this conversation, I needed to let him know. “I got accepted into Florida State.”

“Florida State?” Stass turned to look at me. “Why would you want to go there?”

“The weather?” I suggested. “It’d be nice to be somewhere warm.” As though to prove my point, thunder rumbled distantly, and outside the floor-to-ceiling windows that made up the front wall of the gym people hurried by, huddling into their jackets and turning up their collars.

“What’s wrong with Seattle?” Stass scoffed. “It’s beautiful here. Mountains, snow, rivers...” His jaw set with a stubbornness I knew entirely too well. “You’re not going to Florida. I don’t want to live there.”

“It’s college, Stass! You’re not going to come with me!”

Stass crossed his muscled arms over his chest. “You can go to college around here.”

“And work in the studio as a trainer?” I pressed. 

“I never said that.”

I threw up my hands. “Stass, you have to let me do something! I graduate from high school in less than a month. It’s time I start thinking about what I want from my life.”

“You don’t need to go to Florida to do that.” He moved toward the back door that led up to the apartment above the gym. “Lock up when you leave.”

I stared at his retreating figure with frustration. Same argument we’d been having for the past year. Same answer every time. I swore that, as he stepped through the door, I heard him mutter that I didn’t need any more schooling, that I was already smarter than anyone else my age. Stubborn old man. I grabbed my backpack and headed out into the chill gray light of a Seattle spring evening. 

You’re not my father. Part of me wanted to yell that at him, but it wouldn’t have been fair. He had never asked to take care of me, but he hadn’t shied away from taking up that responsibility. I didn’t know who my parents were, didn’t even know where I’d come from. Stass never talked about my past before he found me and never seemed to know what to say when I asked, but he’d been there for me for as long as I could remember. He was the closest thing to a father I’d ever known. He’d never complained and, as far as I knew, he’d never once thought about shirking the responsibility. He may not have been a great listener, or much for hugs, but that didn’t matter. Every time we sparred, I saw how much he cared.

It had been nearly eight years since Stass found me and took me in when no one came to claim me. Everything before that time was a white blank in my memory. There was nothing, and then I was sitting in front of a fire, wrapped in a scratchy black blanket, with Stass offering me something to eat. It was a simple as that.

We’d moved twice since then, but never out of the state. I’d pleaded with him to stay in case my family ever came looking for me. Not that they ever had. Not that I really cared anymore. I was nearly an adult. It was time to take responsibility for myself and move on; I couldn’t let the past hold me back from what lay ahead. 

A chill breeze teased the hair on the back of my neck and I pulled my hood up, glancing toward the clouds. The days were slowly getting longer, but night still came too early and the sky always seemed to hang heavy in Seattle. I wished I could see the moon and stars better. There was something about lying in the park on a cloudless summer evening watching the satellites spin in their orbits amid the twinkling stars that always seemed to soothe me. 

A water droplet splattered against my cheek. I scowled and dropped my chin, listening to another distant roll of thunder. No doubt I’d be walking back from the Thai place in the rain. My thoughts turned again to Florida—long, sunny days, warm and golden, far away from Seattle’s gray skies. Sun. Heat. Warmth. What more could a girl ask for?

“You’re a damn liar!” 

I froze mid-step and glanced side to side, trying to figure out where the voice had come from. It had meant to be low, probably someone who didn’t want to be heard, but the venomous tone stopped me in my tracks. The drizzle of rain increased its tempo, plinking off metal and cement.

“You say you got nothing? Gimme the ring,” the angry voice demanded. 

There. In the alley on my right. Someone was being robbed. 

Stass would tell me not to engage. The only sure way to win a fight is to avoid starting one in the first place. I reached for my phone, preparing to dial 911, but the thud of a fist against flesh stopped me. There was a weak cry, and the thump of a body falling. There was no time to wait for the police.

Moving carefully, I crept forward. Hidden by a large metal dumpster on one side of the alley, an older man lay slumped against the wall. Blood dripped from his nose and a cut on his forehead. He had one hand tucked into his armpit, clearly trying to protect the ring the mugger had demanded. 

“Please!” he begged. “This is all I have left of my wife.”

“Give it to me!” the mugger growled. “Or I’ll—”

“Hit that poor, defenseless old man again?” I interrupted, leaning slightly forward so my weight was on the balls of my feet. If I was lucky, he’d take off as soon as he realized someone was watching. If not... I’d need to be ready to move.

The mugger spun around. He was a big man. His face was shadowed by the deep hood of his jacket, but I could see the glitter of his eyes beneath. He scoffed as his gaze raked over me. “I’m going to give you a tip, kid, and one chance. Turn around and walk away.”

He didn’t even care that I could call the police. He’d be gone before they ever showed up. I’d been right to confront him myself.

“Not gonna happen.” I set my feet and raised my fists. 

The mugger laughed. “Oh, come on. I don’t beat up little girls.” 

“Call the police, honey,” the old man said, voice trembling. “Just call the—”

The mugger kicked the old man hard in the ribs and his voice cut off with a gasp. The hand he’d been protecting fell weakly to the ground.

Anger flashed through me. No longer waiting for the mugger to come to me I flung myself forward, slamming the heel of my foot into the back of his knee. He stumbled, though he didn’t fall, and twisted around to face me.

I hadn’t realized it until that moment, but he was taller than Stass. Broader in the shoulders. And big. Huge was a better word. But Stass was a trained fighter. This guy wasn’t. I could see it in the way he moved. Sure, he knew how to take a basic stance, but so did pretty much anyone who’d gone a few rounds on the playground as a kid. He probably didn’t need to be any better than that if he was beating up on old men; his size did it all for him. But that wasn’t going to be enough with me.

“Girl,” he growled. “You are really pushing your luck.”

“Why don’t you come over here and see just how lucky I am?” I snapped back, regretting the words as soon as they left my lips. If this guy didn’t kill me, Stass was definitely going to. He’d talked to me more than once about getting emotionally involved in a fight. Stay cool, I reminded myself. Let him get angry.

He swung at me. It was a clumsy strike, but there was power behind it. I dodged back and then came in under his guard and slammed the heel of my hand into the space just under his ribs. He gasped for air as it was driven from his lungs and I took the opportunity to get around between him and the old man.

Trying to sound more threatening than I knew I looked as an average-height girl in a hoodie and sweatpants, I said, “Back off and leave us alone and I’ll let you walk away.”

The mugger was still wheezing, but he laughed at that. “What’re you gonna do, kid? You just put yourself in a corner.”

He was right. Stass would have lectured me up, down, and sideways about not paying attention to my surroundings. I’d been so focused on protecting the old man that I hadn’t thought about being caught with him between the dumpster and the wall. But that didn’t matter. I could still take this guy.

The rain fell harder, thundering off the metal of the dumpster. The cascade of it made the world blur. Through it I saw the mugger lunge, hands outstretched. 

I ducked under his attempt at a grapple and swept my leg out, copying the move Stass had used to knock me to the mat during our spar. It connected with his ankle, but the guy was built like a brick house, and I didn’t have Stass’ muscle to throw behind the strike. The mugger stumbled and then lashed out at me with a kick of his own.

His foot caught my thigh and I clenched my jaw to keep from yelping. I’d gained plenty of bruises sparring with Stass, but if I hadn’t been sure before that my teacher was holding back to at least some degree, I was certain in that moment. The mugger’s kick knocked me off my feet and into the brick wall behind me. 

Okay, so this isn’t going to be as easy as I thought. Maybe Stass had a point about winning fights by avoiding them. 

In the moment I’d been thrown off my footing the mugger had reached for the old man, still apparently determined to get the ring. I scrambled upright and drove my elbow into his gut, then my knee into his thigh. One big hand came

















d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png
e
&





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
A

ROYAL GUARD SERIES

USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

W, ] A M A





d2d_images/image012.png
ulfRA LRI

w. T TMAY





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image013.jpg





d2d_images/image010.jpg
ROYAL GUARD SERIES
W.J].MAY






d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image015.png
77 usa tonay
BESTSELLING AUTHOR

W.J. MAY |

\\»\ Jontasy o .. )






d2d_images/image000.jpg
i A u*i/'

W.J.MAY





d2d_images/image005.jpg
THE CHRONICLES OF KERRIGAN READING ORDER

THE CHRONICLES 5 - oy

OF KERRIGAN Rw
FREQULL ‘

@ THE CHRONICLES o

THE CHRONICLES

SHERMEAN

= O L
o ,m'\;~ o, CHRONICLES OF
KERRIGAN
[Ay GABRIEL |

i

,/— KERRIGAN| ?
CHRONICLES|






d2d_images/image006.jpg





d2d_images/image009.jpg
ROYAL GUARD SERIES

USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

W.J]. MAY





