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ABOUT THE BOOK

Welcome back to the imitable work of illustrator David Squires.
 

Most football fans can only dream of pulling on the shirt of their favourite team and running out in front of thousands of adoring fans. Pitch invaders aside, few of us get to experience that adrenalin rush. Of those who do make it as a professional footballer, even fewer realise the giddy heights of success.
 

In The Illustrated History of Football: Hall of Fame, renowned Guardian cartoonist David Squires returns to celebrate those who straddle the game like giants; those talented, determined souls who were kicking footballs in the back streets before they could talk.
 

There’s more than one way to attain football immortality though, and in this hilarious book Squires also turns his comic eye to the mavericks, the pioneers, the forgotten legends and the anti-heroes. From Pelé to Meazza, Maradona to Sócrates, you will be taken on an unforgettable journey through the good, the bad and the Hagi.


ABOUT THE AUTHOR


DAVID SQUIRES is an artist and illustrator whose work has featured prominently in a wide range of publications around the world. His popular weekly football cartoons for the Guardian have attracted a global readership, as he casts a unique and critical eye on the sport.  His first book, The Illustrated History of Football, was published in 2016.


THE GODS (PART ONE)
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DIEGO MARADONA

Let’s start with the greatest.

Whether tearing through a defence, hollering at his teammates about his massive balls, or ripping his shirt open and peppering journalists with air-rifle pellets, the world has never seen anything like Diego Maradona. As a footballer, he was a whirlwind; a tiny, spiralling Tasmanian devil in short shorts who could dribble, pass and shoot like no one before or since. A chest-thumping street fighter who was capable of both scattering an entire unit of startled Belgian defenders and making your uncle swear at the television (‘Handball! Hand-bloody-ball!’). Unlike the controlled professionalism of Pelé, or the refined grace of Cruyff, Maradona was a wild-eyed, emotional live wire; so highly strung that you could be forgiven for thinking he had a long-term addiction to an ego-enhancing narcotic. However, his first obsession was with football.

Maradona followed the traditional route to football stardom of being born into abject poverty. He was raised in a shanty town in the outer suburbs of Buenos Aires, living in a shack with none of the comforts most people take for granted: electricity, running water, Wi-Fi. It was his cousin who gave him his first football, for his third birthday; by the time he was eight, he’d been signed by Argentinos Juniors. Even at this young age, Diego was plied with pills and stuck with injections to help accelerate his growth.

By the age of ten, Maradona was entertaining the Argentinos Juniors crowds with ball-juggling displays during the half-time intervals; a small boy flicking the football casually off his knees, shoulders and substantial head. He then repeated the tricks with an orange, after that a bottle. Just five years later, on 20 October 1976, the same kid would be coming on as a substitute to make his professional debut. His coach, Juan Carlos Montes, had sent him on with a simple brief: to play as he knew he could and to try and nutmeg an opponent, both of which he accomplished. His marker that day, Juan Cabrera, is proud of his part in the Maradona tale, despite suffering the kind of humiliation at the hands of a teenager that is usually preserved for online gaming or supply teaching.

Diego scored his first international goal in a 3–1 win against Scotland at Hampden Park in 1979; a performance that featured a dribble through the heart of the Scottish defence, almost identical to the one he would produce against England at the Azteca Stadium seven years later. The run even began with the same pirouette in midfield to evade a clutch of pink-faced opponents. This was Scotland. Nobody did this to Scotland!

By now, his stock was rising, to such an extent that there was talk of him signing for Sheffield United. However, the military regime at home was determined that such a superior example of Argentinian athletic prowess should not be allowed to leave, so it was agreed that he would sign for Boca Juniors, in 1981. This was no great hardship for Diego, as he’d always been a Boca fan, but the club was in dire financial straits and could barely afford his wages. He stayed for one year and, once the junta had crumbled, joined Barcelona for a record transfer fee after the 1982 World Cup. The tournament had given Barça a glimpse of what they could expect from his time at the Nou Camp: astonishing individual skill and occasional acts of petulant violence (his World Cup had ended in disgrace after a knob-high foul on Brazil’s João Batista, just as his Barcelona career would end in a flurry of flying karate kicks in the aftermath of a bitter Copa Del Rey final against Athletic Bilbao).

It was four years later, at the Mexico World Cup, that it became clear that Maradona might actually be from another planet; one populated by a race of fleet-footed maniacs with hair like Detroit rockers from the 1970s. The performance for which he is most remembered didn’t come in the final against West Germany (although his perfect through-ball set up Jorge Burruchaga for the late winner), nor was it the semi-final win against Belgium, where he scored two goals, one of which involved a surge past three defenders and an off-balance finish. No, it of course came in the uncle-infuriating quarter-final defeat of England, with a pair of goals that perfectly demonstrated Maradona’s status as both the player of the century, and as a sneaky bastard.

When he stretched out his arm to punch the ball over Peter Shilton’s head for the famous ‘Hand of God’ goal, Maradona may as well have been extending one long middle finger across the Atlantic Ocean to merry old England. For the Argentinians, it was an occasion packed with meaning. As a nation they were still coming to terms with the events of the Falklands War four years earlier. They needed no motivation when it came to taking on an England team that represented all the hardships faced by their countrymen, even if it’s unlikely that Steve Hodge was directly responsible.

However, Maradona was also generous towards his defeated opponents, saying that his incredible second goal wouldn’t have been possible against any other team, as he would have been hacked down before he had the chance to run from the halfway line to score. ‘The English,’ he said, ‘are noble people.’ This largely overlooked the fact that Terry Fenwick had been attempting to separate him from his legs all afternoon and that Terry Butcher tried to kill him as the ball rolled into the net.

Maradona had dragged an average team to accomplish a feat way beyond their wildest dreams. This would prove to be no fluke, as he became the driving force that enabled Napoli to win two Serie A titles in the most successful period of his career. By now, Maradona’s status was only matched in size by that of his courtege.

The substance abuse would eventually end his time in Italy
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APPRECIATED BY PEOPLE WHo
HAVE A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING [
OF THE GAME THAN You
GOAL- FETISHISING PLERS.

LEAGUE.
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AS A CHILD, HE'D IT WASN'T LONG

HONED HIS SKILLS | ol UNTILHIS
BY DRIBBLING RGEPUST(;AOT‘LON N
Ae,ammNED i ! ml;éeo THE BUS
ks DRIVER WHO
T,00TS, WHEN HE WORKED ONTHE |
a2l RouTE THIT TaoK
Lol Lh 8 T To TRANING [
Bliioraptl EACH DAY Woulp
CELTIC, THEOTHER SToP AND WATT IF |3
PLANERS ASSUMED |- THE YouNG WINGER. [ A
HE WAS A BAL BoY WAS LITE, THE [
THEY WERE SooN

| OTHER PASSENGERS BE >
PUT STRAIGHT. G (L) | MusTNT avE MINDED, ‘;“";; L\

JoCk STEIN KNEW How To GET THE BEST OUTOF JINKY,  JOHNSTONE COULON'T ALWAYS AVOID FLYING, THOUGH.
EVEN USING HIS FEAR OF FLYING TO HIS ADVANTAGE.  ON ONE OCCASION HE SPRAYED A FUIGHT CABIN WITH
BEFORE A EVROPEAN Cup TIE WITH RED STAR BELGRADE,
STEIN “ToLD JoHNSTONE THAT IFHE PLAYED WELL INTHE
HOME LEG,HE'D BE SPARED FROM FLYING To THE AWAY LEG.

lockersand all (S5
standingup the
Second the
Seatbelt Sign goes

JOHNSTONE WAS AN HE REMAINED INTHE

INSTRUMENTAL CoMPoNaNt : HEARTS OF THE CELTIC
DURING THE MosT FANS AND WHEN A
SUCCESSFUL PERIOD IN, PoLL WASHELD To

DECIDE UPON THE

CELTIC'S HISTORY, BUT |» i
CLUB'S GREATEST EVER

ALL THINGS MUSTCoME |

To ANEND. ONTHE DAY |- | PLAYER, THERE CoULD

HE WAS RELEASED BY mmw | BE ONLY ONE WINNER.
JoCk STEIN IN 1975,  [§ | HoweVER, THEY OVER-

HE SAT INTHE CAR PARK LOOKED WAYNE BIGEINS |
AT CELTICPARK AND |

SOBBED LIKE A MAN WHo

DIDN'T kNoW THAT HE

WOULD ONE DAY PLAY FoR.
SHEFFIELD UNITED,

STANDS NGT FAR FROM
WHERE HE SATIN 1975.
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THEY WERE HAPPY To INDULGE HIM WHILE HEWAS | [He Enb CAME
STILL TURNING UP FoR MATCHES, BUTIN NOVEMBER | \u1ien HE TESTED
1990 HE REFUSED To TRAVEL To RUSSIA FOR A POSITIVE FoR
EUROPEAN CUP TIE AGAINST SPARTAK M0SCOW, AS || COCAINE AFTER

HE WAS FEEUNG THE EFFECTS OF A LATE-NIGHT PARTY. | | A GAME AGAINST

M ﬁ vy BARI ON |7 MARCH
; > Yeah, [+hink it's

i |\aau. PReviousLy,
) HE'D BEEN ABLE
 just one of those To HIDE HiS CokE
24-hour things. | || |Lagrt &Y usinG A
Through the eye FAKE PENIS, FLLEd
of 3 needle, mate. | || |wrm soMeoNE
Fﬂggerai'ed ELSE'S URINE, To
groan <

e's been cheating!

HE THEN MADE THE SCHOOLBOY ERROR OF GOING IN L onThits by e
To WORK AFTER You'VE CALLED IN SICK!HEHIRED B yyss unprepagep.
A PRIVATE SET AND MET UP WITH THE TEAM, BUT HE WaAS
BENCHED AND THEY LoST ON PENALTIES.

7 "\' "

an exotic
HAND-CRAFTED

shell from SCULPTUILFTEE
OF THE FAMous
LEANING
TOWER OF

fl Pisal
AVTHENTIC! |

| THe Faxe penis
WAS DISPLAVED

NATIoNWIE TouR |~
IN 2002 AND .

MARADONA DIDN'T STICK AROUND FoR THE THE RoOMANCE WAS
PUNISHMENT. INSTEAD, HE BOARDED A MIDNIGHT ~ OVER.. ONCE HI$
FL\GHT FROM ROME ON L APRIL. IN HIS ABSENCE, SUSPENSION WAS

e . SERVED, HE AGREED
THE (TALIAN FA HIT HIM WITH A |5 MNTHBAN.  ZEC SEVILLA,

WHo HAD JuST

| APPOINTED CARLOS
BILARDO AS HEAD
COACH. HOWEVER,
DIEGO STILL HAD A
YEAR To RUN on HIS
NAPOL! CONTRACT, S
| SOMEONE WAS BRoUGHT
E1 INTO ARBITRATE oN
TRANSFER- FEE
NEGOTIATIONS,
SOMEQNE TRUSTWORTHY, [ ‘
SoMEONE RESPECTED. [ Sorey, Vinny Two Shoes
wasn't available.

What, you dottHink e already
9ot enough people up MY - | pasten Lour seat.
| beltplease, sit. B qomeoNE LIKE...

S dcw an
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AR B &Y THE TIME
Just imagine | UNTTED ARRINVED
| ploying football in 8 N Lisgon To
Wolverhampton, || FAcE BenFic, THE §
+he bicthplace of * | |19-YEAR-0LD BEST B8P ) )
the avtomatic | |wasA FiRstTem [5F.

V't probably only
obout 35, you know.

EVER SINCE HE

WAS A CHIL, ] HoMEgSIck o
WATCHING WOLVES' I BeLrAST BoY WHo
FRIENDLIES WITH B JuST A FEW YEARS |
SPARTAK MoScow EARUER HAD REEN
AND HONVED ON PUT UNDER THE

HIS NEIGHROUR'S CARE of LavoL |41
TV, GEORGE BEST MRS MaRY |
HAD WANTED TO 1 FuLAWAY,

PLAY IN EUROPE.

Not for me, Mes Fullaway,

BEST WASNT YET THE RoCK STAR HE WOULD
717 ks only Six days before 2 match,
&

LATER BECOME, BUT MANAGER MATT BUSBY
HAD ALREADY WARNED HIM ABOUT THE EFFECTS
LATE NIGHTS WoULD HAVE ON HIS GAME.

Ancther half of

1've heard about
You. Gallivanting
oround fown,
With your

te-died Tshicks
and your Mike
Summerbee,
Youre out of

TWo SEASONS Heh, youre nok gaing fo follow
EARLIER. UNITED b GUANTS OF THE rjourengr 303
o L1 50 G, G won | e Stund for my bl |

career are You, Nabby ?

~erEy
S

THE EUROPEAN CUP
T IN196l AND 1962 |
il AND FINISHING AS
RUNNERS-UP IN
1963 AND 1965.
| THEIR STAR PLAYER,
_| EUSESio, WAS

IN LISBON To
SPORTING, THE
HOME FANS WHo
BEATON THE
SIDE OF THE
VisIToRs' BUS
REMINDED THE
PLAYERS oF
THAT SCORE
AND GESTURED
To BEST To
GET HIS HAIR
QUT.
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7 LINING UP .
NOT THAT GARRINCHA WAS FUSSED. HIS KNOWLEDGE || g peope Tig The only downside to this
OF RUSSIAN ACTIVITIES WAS WORTHY OF A FUTURE || (ck- oFF, style of moustache has |
AMERICAN PRESIDENT. | NicTon SanTos | | become pnFHv clear.

ED
Nobody really koows i i
if Russio evigts, || ARRINCHAHOW g

Theexperts. Nobody. w:w H‘;
W's sad. 1t really 1S || SHOULDN'T LET ﬂ
Do lknow Putin? || ths TeaMMaTES |6
Who cangay? Not | Down. GARRINGHA

» €ven +he best LAUGHED AND
scientists -who 3!l || ReMaRKED:

' ‘ {| ‘Look AT TwE
| LINESMAN;

ALTHOUGH, IN GARRINCHA'S CASE THE IGNORANCE || HE'S TUST LikE
WAS LEGITIMATE. ONLY WHEN HE SAWTHEM || CHARUIE
WARMING UP DID HE ASK: MIGHT THESE BE Good? || crapun !’

VAVA ADDED A SECOND INTHE TT™
MINUTE AND BRAZIL WERE THRoUGH.
GARRINCHA WAS PERPLEXEP AS To
WHY THE SOVIET PLAYERS WERE So
DESPONDENT, AS HED ASSUMED

BRALIL ATTACKED RELENTLESSLY  JAFTER THREE MINUTES, VAVA
FROM THE START, WITH PELE AND g0y TuE USSR'S WoOZY RESISTANG.
GARRINCHA BOTH HITING THE POST | Ty EYALTED L'EGUIPE JouRNALST
B THE FRSTHRIIE GABRIEL HANOT LATER DESCRIBED

( v/
WellFhis st going to do THIS FLURRY OF ATTACKING PLA
my ulcer any good.

AS THE GREATEST THREE MINUTES

! high—pmssure
Z1 2 situations /
Algs, | didrit live to See England | | b
otes b | |
Y L o —

BRAZIL WENT ON To WIN THEIR FIRST WORLD CUP ANP  THE PLAVERS ALL
“THEY WoULD RETAIN T FOUR YEARS LATER, INCHILE.  RECEIVED BoNuseS
WHEN GARRINCHA AND PELE WERE BOTH IN THE  FoR WINNING THE
SIDE, BRAZIL NEVER LoST 4 MATCH. WORLD CUP.
== GARRINCHAS WIFE
Pelé | Mydearfriend! | | | knife- Fighting and HID HiS UNDER
Wedidit! | believe we | | | Jengp porty oF my THEIR CHILIRENS
shall always stand place next Tuesdoy. || wxrrpecs YEARS
together, our fortunes| | [ Youre there,my brotter | | yrep ey Tives

shared FOf ever! WERE HARD,THE‘I

. i REMEMBERED THE |

MONEY. CALAMITY

NEVER FAR AWAY, |
THEY D1SCOVERED

dl HAD BEEN PULPED E
®Y YEARS OF i

INFANT BED - i
WETTING. L

Bus drivers will still accept
this, cight? It's legal +ender.

This is hy you asked me
over ? You dont even have
adenga s
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DESPITE REING THE MoST DECORATED PLAYER INGERMAN [
FooTeALL HISToRY, FRANZ BECKENBAUER _ Hf pion't Hewp—
STRUGGLED To WIN A PLACE IN THE HEARTS OF THE ‘DER KAISER'
PUBLIC, OFTEN SUFFERING UNFLATTERING CoMPARISONS S e
To HIS RIVAL ATCLUB LEVEL , THE DREAMY GUNER NETZER. | "1 WHEN e

WAS YoUNG, N

ACCOUNT OF HIS

RESEMBLANCE To

Luowic It THE

BAVARIAN KING
2 —"h

s
=

| Committee wants totalkto ||
You aboutthe bidding process |
| for thet biq
1| gymnastics
{ tournament

BECKENBAVER WAS OFTEN CAST AS BEING DEEPLY
CONSERVATIVE, BUTHE HAD A REBELLIOUS STREAK.
. 2\ | FoR EXAMPLE, DURING THE 1974 WoRLD CUP, HE
2 SNUCK 0uT OF WEST GERMANY'S HEAVILY-GUARDED
;————i TRAINING CAMP To MEET UP WiTH A ACTRESS FRIEND.

FRANZ AND GUNTER [, &
BOTHSTARRED IN [
THE 1972 NATIONAL
TEAM, THOUGH.IT B
WAS THE FIRST
GeRMANTEAM TO
ATTRACT GLOWING fj
INTERNATIONAL
PRAISE . L'EQUIPE
DESCRIBED THEWR
HiSToRIC 3-1 Win
AGAINST ENGLAND |
AT WEMBLEY AS
'FooTRALL FROM
THE YEAR 2000,
WHICH SoUNDED
GREAT UNTIL You
ACTUALLY SAW

He just strode out fram der fence. I've never

TS : = | West Germany won e competition, but it took i
::LY,I?;;‘,EEE = toll on Schgn's mental health as his exasperation
PUAVERS WERE with +he players grew. Beckentover Stepped up,
displaying trademark leadership skills,

| this indisciphine
muskcease...

PACKED HIS
SUITCASES AND

We mustdoit for +he
mdn who wanted to
end our international
careers last week !
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SURE ABouT GARRINCHA,
DESPITE HIS OBVIOUS AND
REMARKABLE TALENTS, HE 3»
WAS AMAN IMPERVIoUS To e
TACTICAL INSTRUCTION, ‘
PLAYING BACH MATCH AS IF
IT WERE A Kick ABOUT IN
HIS LoCAL VILLAGE.. HIS v
LIFE WAS MIRED IN CHAOS,

BUTAT THIS STAGE THERE

WERE TWO SAVING GRACES:

THE CONCERNS OF NATIONAL COACH , VICENTE FEOLA , DEEPENED AFTER BRAZIL'S FINAL FRIENDLY BEFORE THE
1958 WoRLD CUP, AGAINST FIORENTINA, GARRINCHA WAS AMAZING, SCORING AT WILL AND HUMILIATING His
OPPONENTS IN THE PROCESS, BUT HiS SHOWROATING CAUSED CONSTERNATION IN THE DUGOUT.

PEOLA ENLISTED THE SERVICES OF JoAO CARVALHAES, <h VES
A PSYCHOLOGIST WHo WAS UsuplY EWPLOYEp To | | RETVER FEATURED M BRRELS T JUe GURES)
Mo i T METCH AGAINST THE USSR~ A TEAM WHOSE

ANTED To BE BUS DRIVERS. HE ADVISED FEOLA T
?eme weu GARRINCHA Amr P:Lé QUT OF THE "\)'EAM. SCIENTIFIC APPROACH UNNERVED THE BRAZILIANS.

1These guys are
like robots!
They didrit even

{ dropto their
knees and weep
praise 1o sweet

4 merciful Jesug
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IR 0 -WINNING SEASO!
e e swvomeer 2t [Hits pranoeriG il You were awsy on inkemational dty

STARTS, IN SEPTEMBER 1986, A LoCAL, WAYS WERE FAMED. [ff for five days, Soyou have to have
UNEMPLOYED ACLOUNTANT - CRISTIANA |

SINAGRA - CLAIMED IN A TV INTERVIEW | [l FORMER DRIVER, !

THAT DIEGO WAS THE FATHER OF HER PIETRO PUGLIESE, |

_ MARADONA SLEPT
NEWBCRN SoN; AN AccuskTion HE DENED. (1 "c'c

WOMEN DURING
HIS TIME AT i
NAPOLI, HOWEVER, [i
THIS WouLp HAVE [
| REQUIRED HIM To [
H| SLEEP WITH AN

| I'm gonna need another Cortisol
injection. Sheesh,you know when You
start 3 project and grow o regeet it T |

AT A PARTY WITH SENIOR MEMBERS OF THE GIULIANG
CRIME FAMILY. WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT ITRY A
MAGISTRATE, MARADONA CLAIMED To HAVE NO MEMoRY
OF EVER MEETING THEM, NOR EVEN KNOW WHO THEY WERE.

o o

o DESPITE HE VEFA CUP IN (959 AND A [0
WROTE ON TE WALLS oF TUE CY GRAVEVARD - fou | | DESPITE WINNING THE UEFA

DON'T KNOW WHAT YouRg MISSING. VHS RECORDINGS SECOND LEAGUE TITLE IN 1990, HIS RELATIONSHIP
OF THE CELEGRATIONS WERE ALREADY BEING SoLd ol | | WITH NAPOLI WAS BECOMING INCREASINGLY

THE BLACK T WHILE THE PARTY WaS STILL GOING. STRAINED. THE CLUB EVEN HIRED A PRIVATE
i il INVESTIGATOR To KEEP AN EYE ON HIM,

||| He's work

NA

emenges Y just watdhing
ing droined | | the video | lenthim of the
and 2 bitsad. | 1957 scudetto celebrdtions.
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PRANZ. ENOURED Where dogs he

IT was 4 gmme 70 ¥ He's... ,
INEVITABLE Lo _ | stonding |5 A ROCKY START, THOUGH. | ¢id ’i$a gekheideo-that
THAT HE Iould T o) |up! How | |BEFORE THE MEXICO s + 1 ~~Imclownish?
MOVE IN'To { £ the hell || 56 WoRLD Cup STARTED [ A Lets see
MANAGEMENT =[] dome | GoaueepeR uLt 2o ey do
WHEN His Hot? | |STEIN WA senT without
PLAYING / ; HOME FoR CAWING Franzi
CAREERENDED. | \/Y, THE KAISER A CLOWN, |\ 2y
UPON TAKING / | ) OLAF TuoN WANTED To
CoNTRoL 0F RSN Go HOME VoLuNTARILY
THENATIoNAL g AND THE MANAGER ]
L CALLED DIETER HOENESS il
m&eﬁt ~—— [ A gl AN IPIOT IN PUBLIC. ~
TR BELIEVING HE LACKED A
EXPLORE NEW N¥eierer Never mind | THE DIpLOMACY To |
|| BOUNDARIES. B Y thot, look ot | Succrep, BECKENBAVER |
BRI | the slacks. || oprerep To RESIGN. X e e .

TR e T R s

HE WAS PERSUADED 0 STICK AROUND, THOUGH,
SURPRISINGLY, WEST GERMANY REACHED THE FINAL, | [ PFRt. Al thase pasters of footoall
WHERE TMEY LOST 3-2 To ARGENTINA. THE Tio NiTios. || SURPRISE | plavers. They'll all be destitute

MET AGAIN FOUR YEARS LATER, WITH BECKENBAUER'S Tea || WHEN HE “‘e Iheir knees give up-
WINNING 1-0 IN THE TETCHIEST WoRLD CuP FINAL EveR., | |LATER Took o g TP
. I ina | ToTHE ( o e on
Tonight the world weeps | f:fa‘::& 4 Relioen 3 postmon's wage. Theyl

for my brave, have invested wisely in

» (/ g ‘ AT BAYERN. future markers and properky,

referee- |

I'veCrunched the numbers,
I'd eyplain it
*0 You, buh
Yknow...

(/
2 A
o

;

BECKENBAVER'S UNCOMPROMISING WILL To WIN DID 1N 1998, v
NOT DIMINISH, ONE TIME, WHEN BAYERN WERE APPOINTED AS /5 @
FINED FoR BREACHING BROADCASTING RULES, HE VICE-PRESIDENT (i © R q
THREATENED To Movg THE CLUB To SERIE A. OF THE GERMAN N R
: 1Y FA Anp 0 | I A
Italy. Football is far | BID To HosT THE
MMore Sensible there. 9006 WORLD CUP. ) H
B However, He as |/ i
SINCE FACED
SoME SERIOUS
QUESTIONS ABOUT g mmiE
WRONGDOING, [ HT

SUCH Ag Wi THE
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AND A Has‘r oF mvmwu AccolAvES PElolTa Euko 20[6 CISTANG
|| RONALDO HAD AN UNWANTED REPUTATION AS A PLAYER WHo DFTEN WENT MISSING ONTHE BIG OCCAS|oN.
| SURE, HE HAD HIS CHAMPIONS LEAGUE WINNER'S MEDALS , HIS LEAGUE TITLES AND HIS BALLoN DORS, ALL
DISPLAYED ALONGSIDE THE OTHER ARTEFACTS AT HIS PEllSONAL MUSEUM BUT THERE WAS ONE THING MISSING...

"GALLERY oF AWKWARD [t oz 0
SELFIES WITH HALL oF MIRRORS
| RELUCTANT SoN

MEDAL FROM AN
INTERNATIONAL
TOURNAMENT oF

=l INFERIOR QUALITY
TANNING S % CLoSE FRIEND,

: ToA MATOR CLUB
MACHINE ’ s I el CoMPETITION

RONALDO MADE HIS INTERNATIONAL DEBUT AT THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN IN 2003 , AT THE TAIL. END OF PORTUGAL'S MuCH-
HERALDED BUT NEVER-TROPHIED ‘GOLDEN GENERATION', IN THE CONSEQUENT YeARS, He BECAME THE Teal's
ExPER.\ENCING THE MANY HIGHS AND LOWS (MosTLY Lows) oF E\G TwRNAMENT Foo'lBAu,

INITIATED THE
DESTRUCTION
OF COUNTLESS
ENGLISH BARBECUES
BY wm&mes:m& Wayne i Ronawoo was Down To - 8] See A Stunning own Gan, |
1| TAKE THE FIFTH PENALY, | Flom GHANA'S ToHN BOYE,
| BT NeveR 65T THE CinCe. [ | i kneep A CRESS OVER

—

T 77| | W15 OWN GoALKEEPER,

Thzyswﬂeﬁhewhale '

party, playin
fo&ba\ra!»'thg e
the host nation ﬁnr-
—— 70 SHOTS 1 MISSED PENALTY 1 MicropHong | [{1 "Nﬁrkérﬁ“’"s oMMt
R = HURLED INTo | || ABouT THE MoST
2016 RoULd |9 Q [ A LAKE INSPIRING TeAM OF
AROUND, FEW PN THE WHOLE
EXPECTED | ﬁ‘ g TOURNAMENT,
PORTUGAL To ’J z
MAKE MUCH OF

Teelnd deify o

AéN MeACT, | Play, they juskdefend,

WSFE%:L:(I defend and defend.

HEN TH

STARTED WITH |

DRAWS AGAINST |/ A 2

ICELAND AND  [—E4—t e 1"5!’@
| AUSTRIA, OVER I O GOoALs 0 \ / ;W

THE Two GAMes, [T L e ¥

?ENWLDO‘S T 1\ T g wos

TATS MADE [ RS

Aol dies = N > : Zg:‘-’# |l\oH|ke our i

READING. 2 2 Foo%ball,eh Ronniel

—— = = = 0 Sl e
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THE PRESENCE OF THE MAFIA WoULD LOOM LARGE
OVER MARADONA'S TIME IN NAPLES. WHEN HiS
BUSINESS MANAGER, JoRGE CYTERSZPILER., TRIED To

[THERE WeRE
753 JoURNALISTS

Thet is o ludicrous and
insulting Suggestion.

PRESENT, Paulie Thumbs, Vinny RESTRICT THE RoARING TRADE IN UNLICENSED DIEGO
ALONG WiTH 78 Two Shoes, get this mook | | MERCHANDISE, HE WAS WARNED OFF BY THE CAMORRA.
PHOTOGRAPHERS, | | 0uttd here. o — e —

ENOUGH To ASK
THE CLUB OWNER,
CoRRADO
FERLAWNO,

HARADONA' 1RST AT THE END OF THE SEASON, MARADONA

OUTING FoR NAPOLL APPROACHED FERLANG WITH A LIST oF

pefaiadn i _ SUGGESTIONS FoR TRANSFER TARGETS,
Y : i HE ALSO OFFERED AN IDEA FoR HoW To

OE VERON I

AN‘;EQ:‘;? €to L:D s\ & o) | DECIOE WHIcH PLAYERS SHoutp BE Salp.

3‘\? ;PE;WE ; (/2 Just sell nyone whe qels

whigtled by the crowd when

THEIR FORM PICKED [ | pass to them,

UP ONCE OTTAVIO
BIANCH| WAS HIRED
AS HEAD COACH,
DIEGO DISMISSED |
HIM AS BEING “Too | =
GERMAN, BUT THE |
NEW BoSS HAD THE
GooD SENSE To LET
HIS CAPTAIN DO

WHATEVER HE WANTED
ON THE PITCH.

GRADUALLY [
mm :N% ‘ | Hhink Diego might hove an

EARNED Mogg  [{ 3ddidion for buying chandeliers
IN GATE RECEWTS
IN MARADONA'S
FIRST TwWo
SEASONS THAN
IN THE PREVIOUS
M SEASONS
COMBINED, NoT
SURPRISINGLY,
THE CLUB
INDULGED WIS

BRUNO GIORDANO JOINED FROM LAZIO AND LINKED
UP WELL WITH DIEGO AND ANDREA CARNEVALE. WITH THE
TIRELESS MIPFIELD RUNNIN G OF FERNANDO DI NAPoLI

AND SALVATORE !,AGNl,ANDfl“E DEFENSIVE Soupity
OF CIRO FERRARA, NAPOL) BEGAN To LoO UKE ATEAM.

J EYETOHS
LAVISH LIFESTILE
7] IND WILD PARTIES, 577 '
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mre ILLUSTRATED RISTORY or FOOTBALL:

H/\LLO/’F/\N[

: ‘A ruddy good artist’ Telegraph ,5 OU l ﬁ [5
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Any of you lads got [
9 §pare scrunchie
for Hhis nostalgic

cultural reference?

BACGI10 WOWED A
GENERATION OF
FANS WITH HIS
INCISIVE PASSING,
GLIDING DRIBBLES
AND DEADLY FREE-
KICKS. HE PLAYED
ITWAS ATIME AT THREE WoRLD
OF BUMBAGS ) CupS, DRAGGING |8
AND POGS AND ALY To THEFINAL
FANTASISTAS' 4 IN 199%. HE WAS A
LIKE THE GREAT p € ) Mmg FROM THE
ROBERTO BAGGI0. N “ PENALTY SPOT, EXCEPT
Ji34 THAT ONE TIME...
HE ANNOUNCED HIMSELF To THE WORLD WITH A
STUNNING SoL0 GOAL AGAINGT CZECHOSLOVAKIA AT
ITALIA'G0, FoR BRITISH TV VIEWERS T WAS AGOAL AS

i IF You LWED
IN AWEALTRY

Special’ Stond
back, everyone. .

ALREADY ADORED
IN ITALY @Y TegT

INTURIES WoULD
BLIGHT BAGG10'S
CAREER. TTWAS
WHILE RECOVERING
FROM A CRUCIATE
LIGAMENT INJURY
THAT HE DISCHVERED
BUDDHISM; CHoosING
A DIFFERENT |
RELIGION FroM |
ONE's PARENTS BEING|/
THE ULTIMATE ACT
OF MIPDLE-CLASS
REBELLION.

Guh! I'm growing Ooh, that'll lookcool,
3 ponytailfoo. |y, shauld put some
_‘lfw cant stop e, || il beads init-too,
s my body, yesh. || 4hat'd be snazzy.

I dortt care what You Say. I'md
Buddhict now and that's the end of it

‘ How exotic! We'l|

€ have fo get You some
‘ of that incense. I

BAGGIo SCORED
205 SERIE A GoALS
AND |$ THE AZ2URRYS
FoURT-HIGHEST

HIS HUMANTTARIAN
WoRIKAND GooD
CHARACTER MeAN
THAT IF, AS HE
| BELIEVES,
REINCARNATION
1S REAL, THEN
HE MIGHT NoT
COMEBACKAS A | |
SPECIES OF ANIMAL | |
THAT HE LIKES To
HUNT IN HiS
SPARE TIME.

% THE FANTASISTAS
WOULD BE ALL BUT
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BENFICA PULLED
ONE BACK VIA A TAME BY
SHAY BRENNAN = _ MODERN
OWNGOAL , BUT L, STANDARDS..
CRERAND AND ; e 8 d
CHARLTON ADDED
Tiwo Moge To
COMPLETE THE ~—]
RouT, ALL THE TAtk
WAS ABOUT GEORGE S o A
BEST, THOUGH. [ > AN L TN
UPoN RETURN To (SRS i hL 4
ENGLAND, HE [l / I o
el 'l 4 : i BUT IT WaAS A HUGE DEAL! " THE
/ > N
THE WAITING PRESS, : b : ESOLUTELY EFUSED '”\’o 5»46,
ERYONE ELSE LOVED HIM THOUGH AND AFTER HIS
A DIVIDE WS EMERGING BETWEEN THE OLD FodTBAL| ‘E’\EIWNCELS& LISBON, HE WAS NICKNAMED ‘EL.
OF BRYLCREEM AND DUBBIN; AND THE NEW FooTRALL BEA'n-E‘ Y THE PORTUGUESE PRESS. THE FAG FOUR
OF SIDEBURNS AND FASHIGN BUTIGUES , BEST | | \yee 150 Sa1p T BE BIG FANS.
EPITOMISED THE NEW ERA AND WAS APMONISHED W/
BY THE OLD-SCHooL. HARRY GREGE, WHO DISAPPRIVED
OF THE SOMBRERO STUNT.

THIS MAY SEEM
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