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And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

John 8:32
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​​​​​Introduction The Doctrine of Baptism
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Therefore leaving the word of the beginning of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. Hebrew 6:1


According to the text of chapter six of the Epistle of Hebrews, the correct theme of this doctrine is, the doctrine of baptisms, in plural, and not in singular, as if it were making reference to water baptism, or baptism in the Holy Spirit.

And it is that, indeed, in the doctrine of the apostles is contained the existence of several baptisms, some still in force, of which it is necessary to know about their use.

The first baptism of which we are aware is the Baptism of John; 


And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John. Luke 7:29


This baptism is by immersion in water, and was also known as baptism of repentance,


Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. Acts 19:4


Its main characteristic was that those who came to John to be baptized by him, before being submerged, each in turn publicly confessed their sins. This baptism is no longer in force.


And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins. Mathew 3:6


The next baptism that follows John's is water baptism, also known as the baptism of Jesus, or baptism in the name of Jesus,


(For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) Acts 8:16

When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Acts 19:5


This is the baptism that we all know, which is still in force, and which the reader can study in detail in the section: What is water baptism?

Then, the third baptism that arises is the Baptism with the Holy Spirit; it arises precisely on the same day as the Solemn Feast of Shavuot (Pentecost).


For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. Acts 1:5


It is a spiritual baptism operated by the direct intervention of the Holy Spirit, as we observe in the cases of the baptism of the apostles on the day of the celebration of Shavuot (Pentecost),​[1] and in the case of Cornelius and his house when the apostle Peter visited them.​[2] On other occasions there is an indirect intervention of a minister, as we observe in the case of the apostles who traveled to Samaria and prayed for their converts under the ministry of Philip,​[3] and the case of the apostle Paul who prayed for the converts of Ephesus.​[4] 

Baptism with the Holy Spirit means the immersion of the person in the Holy Spirit. Since "baptism" means "immersion in", the person who is baptized with the Holy Spirit is immersed within the Holy Spirit, of course, in a spiritual operation. Baptism with the Holy Spirit should not be confused with the "fullness" of the Spirit.

The baptism with the Holy Spirit is once in a lifetime, henceforth similar processes are known as the "fullness" of the Holy Spirit. We have a clear example with the case of the apostles; in chapter 2 of the book of Acts of the Apostles we read about their baptism with the Holy Spirit,


And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Acts 2:1-4


Whereas, in chapter four, we read about one of the many times they were filled with the Holy Spirit. It is not to be confused although both events may be similar.


And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. Acts 4:31


This baptism is operated by Jesus himself who introduces the person into the bosom of the Holy Spirit; as we have already pointed out, it is a spiritual baptism accompanied in many cases with the impartation of tongues. This baptism is still in force.


I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Mathew 3:11

Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.  Acts 11:16


When there is indirect intervention of a minister, the baptism with the Holy Spirit is imparted with the laying on of hands,


Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. Acts 8:17


The fourth baptism referred to in the Bible is Baptism in the body of Christ,


Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.   Romans 6:3-4


Like the baptism with the Holy Spirit, this baptism is also a spiritual baptism; it is the baptism of the New Birth, of which Jesus referred to Nicodemus the night he visited him. Jesus referred to this baptism as
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