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Chapter 1: Glimpses of Slovenia: Introduction
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Since Croatia and Slovenia are small adjacent countries and Tourist attractions are so near each other, we decided to visit both countries in one go. First, let’s go to Slovenia. No photographs have been posted wherever we did not visit.

Slovenia:

Slovenia is in Southern Central Europe. The neighbouring countries sharing borders with Slovenia are Italy, Austria, Hungary and Croatia. The Geography of Slovenia is primarily mountainous and forested. The mountains here are the Julian Alps and the Dinaric Alps. Like Croatia, Slovenia also has 2000 years of history with the reign of the Roman Empire and then Slavic Settlement. Slovenia was a part of Yugoslavia, and by 1980, Slovenia had started enjoying broad autonomy. Ultimately, in 1989, Slovenia achieved parliamentary democracy and was named the Republic of Slovenia in March 1990. 

Slovenia is economically well-developed and is the wealthiest Slavic country by GDP per capita. Mining, Chemical and Industrial development have improved its economy. Construction and Tourism are also significant parts of its economy. A wide variety of Cultural and Natural Tourism is offered in this country. The nation’s capital is Ljubljana, and there are many historical buildings. The romantic beauty of the western part of Slovenia has increased its popularity with tourists with the Capital, the Julian Alps, the Kamnik-Savinja Alps, the Soča Valley, Lake Bled, Lake Bohinj and the hilly Karst region.

Transport:

Air transport in Slovenia is relatively low, with only three International-airports at Ljubljana, Maribor, and Portorož. 

The Slovenian railways are in a deplorable state of existence. However, the Pan-European railway corridors and several other major European rail lines go through Slovenia.

Road Transport constitutes the most significant part of transport in Slovenia, contributing to 80% of total transport. The highway system has developed considerably since 1994, but the State roads are declining due to neglect. Personal cars are much more popular than Public Road Transport. About 19 Private Bus Companies are plying their buses, depending on the region. On line booking of tickets is possible through the Website of getbybus (https://getbybus.com/en/country/slovenia/bus-companies). 

––––––––
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Accommodation:

One can opt for hotels, homestays, B&B, or apartments to stay in the cities and towns of Italy. Since we are moving by train, we tried to book accommodation near the station to walk down to the hotel or apartment. 

I prefer the following websites for booking accommodation online:

1. https://www.trivago.com/ (For comparison of rents)

2. https://www.booking.com/

3. https://www.makemytrip.com/

4.  https://www.airbnb.com

We first arrived in Ljubljana in Slovenia and visited Ljubljana, Lake Bled, Vintgar Gorge, Postojna caves, Predjama castle, and Lake Bohinj in Slovenia. The additional attractions in Slovenia are Bovec, Piran and Maribor. The places to be visited in Slovenia are given in the following map:

[image: image]

Places to be visited in Slovenia: Courtesy: Google My Map

You can open this map on line by visiting the link below:

https://bit.ly/48oVL8n

We started our tour from Ljubljana and then visited Postojna and Predjama Castle, Lake Bled, Vintgar Gorge, and Lake Bohinj. Other must-see places are Maribor, Bovec, Domacija Belica and Piran. To visit all the places, the route will be as follows:
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Chapter 2: Ljubljana: Slovenia
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Ljubljana is the capital of Slovenia and its largest city in the north of Slovenia. The Ljubljana Marsh is located south of Ljubljana and is the largest marsh in the country. It covers 163 square kilometres. It is the place where the old Roman city, Emona, existed. The city's symbol is the Ljubljana Dragon, prominently seen on the top of the tower of Ljubljana Castle and the Dragon Bridge crossing the Ljubljanica River. Ljubljana Castle sits on the top of Castle Hill, and the city's view from the castle is stunning. The other two hills of Ljubljana are Grmada and Mount Saint Mary, both famous for trekking.

Ljubljana is colourful, lively, compact, and photogenic. Ljubljana, especially the historic city centre, is a small place, and walking through its cobbled streets will help you discover all the significant sights and understand its history, art, and architecture. One can start from the Prešernov trg square, visit the Franciscan Church and the triple bridge, then proceed to Plečnik's Market, the Cathedral, the Town Hall, the Robba Fountain, the Cobblers' Bridge, the National and University Library, the Križanke Summer Theatre, and the Kongresni trg square. Another way to visit Ljubljana is to ride on the Urban electric train, which takes you to all the essential attractions, including Ljubljana Castle, the Botanical Garden, Plečnik House in Krakovo, and the Roman wall. The price is Euro 10 per adult. Another place, never to be missed, is Šiška. Šiška has always been and always will be a cultural and creative activity centre.  Kino Šiška Centre is a creative centre known for cultural activities and graffiti. The other three attractions include the City Museum of Ljubljana, Tivoli Park and National Gallery. A map showing the must-see places of Ljubljana is given below:
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Ljubljana Map for must-see places: Courtesy: Google My Maps

You can open this map on line by visiting the link below:

https://bit.ly/3HgaSoB

The places to be visited in the shortest possible path are shown below:
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Ljubljana must-see places
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A Street in Ljubljana, Slovenia

The building of the city playground, Mestno Igrisce, is one of the most important buildings in Ljubljana. It is on a pedestrian street in the city centre of Ljubljana. 
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Building of city playground Mestno Igrisce, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Miklosic Park is one of the most important parks in Ljubljana. It is the only unified Art Nouveau space in Ljubljana, but far from the old glory. The Art Nouveau buildings can be seen on its periphery. It is about 300 metres from Mestno Igrisce.
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Miklošicev Park with an Art Nouveau building, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Walk about 350 metres from Miklosicev park to the Franciscan Church. It is located in the Preseren Square at the end of the Triple bridge in Central Ljubljana. It was built by Augustinians between 1646 and 1660. The front Façade is in Baroque style. The Church has beautiful Frescos, and the central altar was executed by famous Italian Sculptor Francesco Robba. The triple bridge is about 100 metres away from the church.
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Franciscan Church, Ljubljana, Slovenia
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Triple Bridge, Ljubljana, Slovenia
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Franciscan Church in Prešeren Square, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Poslovalnica Ljubljana Centre is the main centre for all the banks in the city and many Airlines Offices. It is about 80 metres from the Franciscan Church.
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Poslovalnica Ljubljana Centre, Slovenia

Ljubljana Town Hall is the seat of Ljubljana Municipality and was built in the 15th Century. The facade of the building has an influence on Venetian architecture. There is a 17th-century statue of Hercules with a lion and a Narcissus fountain by Francesco Robba in the Town Hall Square. One has to walk about 100 metres after crossing the triple bridge.
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Ljubljana Town Hall, Slovenia
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Narcissus fountain by Francesco Robba in Town Hall Square, Ljubljana
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A Street Market, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Ljubljana Cathedral, or Church of St. Nicholas, was built in 1701 after the original church burned down several times. Some Baroque-style surviving pieces are frescoes by Giulio Quaglio and statues of four bishops by Angelo Putti. More artwork were added later. It is 400 metres from Town Hall Square.
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Ljubljana Cathedral, Slovenia
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Pietà in the southern wall of Ljubljana Cathedral, Ljubljana, Slovenia

The Ljubljana Puppet Theatre is a premium Institution of Slovenian traditional Puppetry. It also hosts theatre productions and cultural and educational events. The Theatre organizes two puppet festivals yearly where puppet troupes from around the world join for puppet performances. It is again about 400 metres walking distance from Town Square.
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Ljubljana Puppet Theatre, Ljubljana, Slovenia
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Ljubljana Puppet Museum, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Take a taxi from Town Hall to Ljubljana Castle, which is 1.5 km away and will take about 5 minutes. However, taking the funicular is the best and cheapest way to the castle. Ljubljana Castle is on the top of Castle hill in the centre of Ljubljana Town and is a prominent landmark. It was constructed in the 11th century and rebuilt in the 12th century. It was the seat of the lords of Carniola. Today, it is used as a significant cultural venue. The main attractions of the Castle are the Castle Entrance, Archers' Tower, Wall of defence, Prison, Tower of Erasmus, Castle Chapel of St George, and Courtyard.
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Ljubljana Castle, Ljubljana, Slovenia
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Ljubljana from Ljubljana Castle, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Return to the Ljubljanika River by taxi near Central Market, and the famous Dragon Bridge is nearby. The Dragon Bridge, decorated with renowned dragon statues, is the most recognisable picture of Ljubljana. The bridge is considered an extraordinary Piece of Art Nouveau. It was constructed between 1900 and 1901.
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Dragon Bridge, Ljubljana, Slovenia

2-minutes walk from Dragon bridge will take you to the Butcher’s bridge. Butcher’s Bridge is the Love Bridge of Ljubljana, where countless lovers have put padlocks on the bridge and thrown the key into the Ljubljanica river below. It was built in 2010 and connects the Central market with the Petkovškovo Nabrežje embankment. It is decorated with several statues and sculptures.
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Butcher's Bridge, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Kresija Palace and Philip Mansion together mark the entrance to the old town






	Fluxus Hostel, 300 metres from Centre

	Tabor - Apartments Rozmanova Street, 900 metres from Centre

	HOSTEL NPOZNAM, 1.4 km from Centre

	R24 - ROSE house, 1.7 km from Centre



	Fari's, Miklošičeva cesta 34, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

	Fast Food Ajda, Trg Osvobodilne fronte 13, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

	Tasty Corner Slovenia, Trg Osvobodilne fronte 6, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

	Fast Food "BUREK 1", Trg Osvobodilne fronte 7, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

	Čevabdžinica Sarajevo '84 – Ljubljana, Nazorjeva ulica 12, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

	Open kitchen, Pogačarjev trg, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

	Slovenian Dinner Experience, Petkovškovo nabrežje 65, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

	Ma Chérie - Brunch&Co, Borštnikov trg 2, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

	Gostilnica in pivnica Vič, Trg mladinskih delovnih brigad 8, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia





	Supermarket SPAR, Čopovaulica38, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia, https://www.spar.si/trgovine/supermarket-spar-ljubljana

	Supermarket-Si, Riharjeva ulica 26, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

	Panorama Ekspress Asian Supermarket, Gregorčičeva ulica 13, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia, https://panoramaeu.com/

	Mercator, Dalmatinova ulica 4, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia, https://www.mercator.si/ 

	Lidl, Slovenska cesta 16, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia, https://www.lidl.si/
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