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Welcome to Spanish Grammar for Beginners: Learn Through Stories and Exercises.

Are you just starting your journey with the Spanish language? Would you like to learn grammar in a practical, engaging, and easy-to-understand way? If so, this book is for you!

This book is a comprehensive A1-level learning resource that combines clear grammar explanations with practical exercises and engaging reading texts. Thanks to the gradual progression of topics—from the simplest concepts to more advanced structures—you will steadily build a solid foundation in Spanish grammar.

In each of the 20 chapters, you will find:

• Grammar Section – concise explanations of key grammar topics with practical examples taken from everyday situations.

• Reading Story – a short text designed for translation practice, featuring the vocabulary and grammar structures introduced in the chapter, together with a Spanish–English vocabulary list.

• Grammar Exercises – activities that help reinforce what you have learned, including sentence completion, transformations, and question-based tasks.

• Answer Key – available at the end of the book, allowing you to check your answers and track your progress independently.

Topics Covered in This Book

• Grammar Fundamentals – from personal pronouns and regular and irregular verbs to demonstrative pronouns and object pronouns.

• Practical Language Skills – frequency expressions, telling time, the use of prepositions, conjunctions, and much more.

• Real-Life Contexts – stories based on everyday situations such as shopping, family life, school, travel, and leisure activities.

Who Is This Book For?

• Beginners who want to learn Spanish grammar from the ground up.

• Self-learners looking for clear explanations and a complete answer key.

• Teachers seeking additional classroom materials and practice activities.

Why Choose This Book?

• Step-by-Step Progression – learn gradually without feeling overwhelmed.

• Focus on Practical Usage – stories and exercises based on realistic situations.

• Vocabulary Support – chapter-based Spanish–English vocabulary lists to help expand your word bank.

With this book, you will gain the confidence to understand, speak, read, and write Spanish more effectively. Whether you are learning for travel, work, study, or personal enjoyment, this book will help you take your first steps toward fluency.

¡Buena suerte y disfruta aprendiendo español!

Good luck and enjoy learning Spanish!
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1. Personal Pronouns
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Personal pronouns in Spanish are used to indicate individuals or introduce oneself. Here is a list of personal pronouns along with their equivalents:

yo (I)

tú / usted (you / informal singular / formal singular)

él (he)

ella (she)

nosotros / nosotras (we)

vosotros / vosotras (you all / informal plural)

ellos / ellas (they)

Examples of using personal pronouns:

Yo soy estudiante. – I am a student.

Tú eres inteligente. – You are intelligent.

Ella es médica. – She is a doctor.

Nosotras somos hermanas. – We are sisters.

Vosotros estáis allí. – You all are there.

Ellos son amigos. – They are friends.

In Spanish, personal pronouns are often omitted if the subject is clear from the context. For example, instead of saying "Yo soy estudiante" (I am a student), we can simply say "Soy estudiante" (I am a student).

Remember that the choice of the appropriate personal pronoun depends on the social context and the level of closeness with the person you are talking to. When speaking to an older person, it is generally better to use the formal "usted" form.

Exercise 1. Complete the sentences with the correct personal pronouns in the appropriate form.

1. Mi hermano y __________ vamos al cine. (I)

2. __________ cocinamos la cena. (we)

3. ¿ __________ van al parque? (they)

4. Mi nombre es Marta, y __________ es Pablo. (he)

5. ¿ __________ trabaja aquí? (ma'am)

6. Aprendo francés, ¿y __________ ? (you)

7. __________ jugáis al fútbol. (you all)

8. __________ baila en la fiesta. (she)

Exercise 2. Match the following personal pronouns to the given sentences.

yo, tú, usted, él, nosotros, vosotras

1. _________ cantamos en el coro.

2. Ella canta muy bien, ¿y _________?

3. Mis amigas, _________ sois muy simpáticas.

4. Tú tocas la guitarra, pero _________ prefiero el piano.

5. ¿Cómo está _________ ?

6. Juan y _________ son hermanos.

Exercise 3. Translate the following story into English.

Hola, yo soy Marta y tú eres Pablo, mi amigo. Él es Juan y ella es Ana; ellos son nuestros vecinos. Nosotros somos estudiantes y nosotros somos amigos también. Vosotros sois de Madrid y vosotras sois muy simpáticas. Ellos son compañeros de clase y ellas son bailarinas. Usted es profesor de español y ustedes son nuestros maestros.

amigo – friend

bailarina – dancer

compañero de clase – classmate

estudiante (m./f.) – student

maestro – teacher

nuestro – our

profesor de español – Spanish teacher

simpática – nice / friendly

también – also / too

vecino – neighbor
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2. Verbs ser and estar
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In the Spanish language, there are two verbs that correspond to the English verb "to be": "ser" and "estar". Both verbs have different uses and relate to different aspects of being and existence.

Verb ser

The verb "ser" is used to describe permanent characteristics such as appearance, character, origin, nationality, profession, position, family relationships, etc.

yo    soy   I am

tú    eres   you are (informal)

él / ella / usted   es   he / she is / you are (formal)

nosotros/as   somos   we are

vosotros/as   sois   you all are (informal)

ellos / ellas / ustedes  son   they are / you all are (formal)

Ella es mi amiga. – She is my friend.

Él es un estudiante. – He is a student.

Tú eres inteligente. – You are intelligent.

Los gatos son animales adorables. – Cats are adorable animals.

Nosotros somos una familia. – We are a family.

Verb estar

The verb "estar" is used to describe temporary states, locations, emotions, health, positions, weather conditions, etc.

yo    estoy   I am

tú    estás   you are (informal)

él / ella / usted   está   he / she is / you are (formal)

nosotros/as   estamos  we are

vosotros/as   estáis   you all are (informal)

ellos / ellas / ustedes  están   they are / you all are (formal)

Ella está en el trabajo. – She is at work.

El perro está feliz. – The dog is happy.

Los libros están en la mesa. – The books are on the table.

Estamos contentos por el viaje. – We are happy about the trip.

La tienda de comestibles está cerca. – The grocery store is nearby.

Remember that the difference between "ser" and "estar" lies in the fact that "ser" refers to permanent and unchanging traits, while "estar" refers to temporary states and circumstances.

Él es bajo – He is short. (permanent trait)

Ella está cansada. – She is tired. (temporary state)

Soy profesor. – I am a teacher. (occupation, permanent trait)

Estoy en casa. – I am at home. (location, temporary state)

Exercise 1. Complete the sentences using the appropriate form of the verb ser.

1. María _________ una persona muy amable.

2. Mi hermano y yo __________ altos.

3. Pablo, ¿ __________  médico?

4. Mis abuelos __________ de México.

5. – ¿Tú eres estudiante?

– No, __________ ingeniero.

Exercise 2. Complete the sentences using the appropriate form of the verb estar.

1. ¿Dónde ________ Juan ahora?

2. Mis amigos y yo ________ en la a.

3. Después de trabajo yo ________ muy cansado.

4. Mamá, papá, ¿cuánto tiempo ________ de vacaciones?

5. Los niños ________ jugando en el parque.

Exercise 3. Translate the following story into English.

Yo soy Marta y soy estudiante. Tú eres Pablo y eres mi amigo. Juan es alto y Ana es simpática. Nosotros somos de España y somos compañeros de clase. Vosotros sois jóvenes y sois muy curiosos.

Ahora estoy en casa y estoy contenta. Tú estás en el parque y estás cansado. Juan está en la biblioteca y Ana está en el mercado. Nosotros estamos en la escuela y estamos nerviosos por el examen. Vosotros estáis en el café y estáis tranquilos. Ellos están en el cine y ellas están en la playa.

ahora – now

alto – tall

biblioteca – library

café – café

cansado – tired

casa – house / home

cine – cinema

contenta – happy / pleased

curioso – curious

en – in / at

escuela – school

España – Spain

examen – exam

joven (m./f.) – young

mercado – market

muy – very

nervioso – nervous

parque – park

playa – beach

tranquilo – calm / relaxed
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3. Verb tener
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The verb "tener" in the Spanish language means "to have" and we use it in various situations.

Possession

The verb "tener" is used to express ownership of things, animals, or personal characteristics.

Tengo una casa grande. – I have a big house.

¿Tienes un perro? – Do you have a dog?

Ella tiene ojos azules. – She has blue eyes.

Expressing Age

In Spanish, we use the verb "tener" to express age. In Spanish, we say that someone "has" a certain number of years.

Tengo veinticinco años. – I am twenty–five years old.

Mi abuela tiene setenta y cinco años. – My grandmother is seventy–five years old.

Feelings and Emotions

The verb "tener" can also be used to express feelings and emotions.

Tengo hambre. – I am hungry.

Ella tiene miedo de las alturas. – She is afraid of heights.

Expressing Time Until Future Events

Sometimes we use the verb "tener" in the context of expressing the time remaining until a future event.

Tenemos una reunión dentro de una hora. – We have a meeting in an hour.

Tienes que estudiar para el examen mañana. – You have to study for the exam tomorrow.

The verb "tener" is irregular in conjugation. Here is its conjugation in the present tense:

yo     tengo   I have

tú     tienes   you have (informal)

él / ella / usted   tiene   he / she has / you have (formal)

nosotros / nosotras   tenemos  we have

vosotros / vosotras   tenéis   you have (informal)

ellos / ellas / ustedes   tienen   they have / you have (formal)

Exercise 1. Complete the sentences
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