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Willow Ridge Faith & Love Series – Book 2

Love Rooted in Faith

A Clean Small-Town Christian Romance of Trust, Redemption, and New Beginnings
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Introduction
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Rachel Bennett hadn’t expected Willow Ridge to feel the same.

The moment her car crossed the old wooden bridge at the edge of town, something inside her tightened—like a memory she hadn’t given permission to return. The river still curved gently beneath it, reflecting the soft gold of late afternoon. The trees were fuller than she remembered, their branches stretching wide as if nothing here had ever been broken.

But Rachel knew better.

She slowed as she passed the white church on the hill, its steeple rising clean against the sky. Sunday mornings used to mean laughter, familiar faces, and a sense of belonging she had once taken for granted. Now, even from the road, it felt like a place she no longer deserved to enter.

Her grip tightened on the steering wheel.

“You’re just here to start over,” she whispered to herself. “Nothing more.”

The words sounded steady. She didn’t feel steady.

Willow Ridge hadn’t been part of her plan. Not after everything. Not after the way she had left—quickly, quietly, and without looking back. Especially not with Luke still here.

She exhaled slowly, as if saying his name aloud might somehow summon him.

Luke Carter.

Even now, years later, the memory of him came with unsettling clarity—his calm voice, his unwavering faith, the way he had once looked at her like she was something worth holding onto. Back then, she had believed she could build a life beside him.

Back then, she hadn’t known how easily she could walk away from it.

Rachel turned onto Maple Street, the tires crunching lightly over gravel as she approached the small house she’d be renting. It wasn’t much—just a modest place with a porch that leaned slightly to one side—but it was quiet. Safe. Exactly what she needed.

No expectations. No history.

Or at least, that’s what she told herself.

She cut the engine, and the sudden silence pressed in around her. For a moment, she just sat there, hands resting in her lap, eyes fixed on the familiar outline of a town she had once called home.

Coming back hadn’t been about closure. It hadn’t even been about courage.

It had been about running out of places to go.

Rachel opened the car door and stepped out, the warm breeze brushing against her face. Somewhere in the distance, a bell rang softly—the church clock marking the hour.

She froze.

Of all the sounds she remembered, that one settled deepest.

A reminder. A call. Or maybe just an echo of something she had lost.

Rachel swallowed hard and reached for her bag.

“Just a fresh start,” she said again, quieter this time.

But as she closed the car door and turned toward the house, she couldn’t shake the feeling that Willow Ridge wasn’t finished with her yet.

And neither, perhaps... was Luke.

Love Rooted in Faith – Chapter Outline

Act 1: Return & Resistance (Chapters 1–5)
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Chapter 1 – Returning Home
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Rachel arrives in Willow Ridge, emotionally guarded. The town triggers memories she tried to bury.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 2 – The First Encounter
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Rachel runs into Luke unexpectedly. Tension is immediate but restrained.
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Chapter 3 – Unavoidable Paths
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Rachel learns she’ll be involved in a community restoration project—and Luke is leading it.
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Chapter 4 – Old Wounds, New Boundaries
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Their first meeting for the project is strained. Luke is composed but guarded; Rachel keeps emotional distance.
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