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INTRODUCTION


For many first time e-book authors, creating an e-book cover can be
hell! After spending time writing a good story, then comes the time
when the author must give the book a selling face. The cover
actually can tell something about the book, though the old adage
still stands that “don’t judge the book by its cover,” which again
is an amorphous two edged sword! A book may have a wonderful cover
and ends up presenting the reader with some gibberish stuff or a
book may have good stuff but displays a terrible cover. For self
publishing, doing it from home is now the ‘in-thing.’ Gather your
material, ‘pen’ (actually key) them down and post to the market
without haggling with the publishers! Whatever the case, try to at
least balance in the middle if you must do your own cover. With the
few and available operating systems of current computers, you can
attain a credit in creating your own cover. That is to say you can
sit down to write a book and by the time you finish, you have your
manuscript plus the cover posted into the market. I use windows
2007 which support word 2007 and 97-2003. For me, this is the least
one can need to create an e-book without so much hustle. If your
computer has Microsoft word (2007), Microsoft power point (2007),
Microsoft office picture manager (2007) and (optional) Microsoft
paint, then you are good to go. But you must remember that you
might suffer some online bulling from critics who feel that they
hold the monopoly to creating e-book covers. It is after all a
business world. You might not do it right, but as they say
“practice makes perfect” and also, “experience is the best
teacher!” Besides having a good story to tell, you also want to eke
a living in the literary market. When you write one book, remember
that you are placing that book against a million (a conservative
sum) other books for the same readers. It is a competitive world
where profits are made in nickels and dimes. Back to business, we
need a book cover for your book.

THEMES

 Your book
has a literary theme, this must not escape the mind. One cannot
write a book on peace, love and unity and let the book cover
display a man killing people or a war zone. The author, like an
architect has the best description of his/her book. Before the
conclusion of the book, the writer has already seen the end in his
or her mind’s eye!

USING PAINT


Our writer this time is writing about Romance that is going on in a
city between a man and a woman. For the sake of simplicity, the
author has chosen Romance as the book title. He/she wants to create
a title using paint, so the author opens paint window and then
minimizes the same and goes ahead to choose a theme from his photo
album folder which he/she has created for his/her books in the
computer as a theme. The author selects the picture theme and
copies the same. The best theme has to be at least 1600 X 2400
pixels, this will render your theme clear and clean.

If you have created a folder where you keep
themes, it would be easy for you. The pictures you take with your
smart phone can become handy on a ‘rainy day’ if you store them in
a theme-photo-album. Go to your folder and chose a theme. Right
click on the theme and select copy.
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Choose a theme from the folder, (notice the
arrow)

Then the next thing to be done is to paste
the picture in the paint window. The pasting has two methods, one
can be done directly from the paint window by right clicking on
edit and selecting ‘Paste From…’ With this option, you have to know
the title of your theme and where it is to be found in your
system.
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Copy From… drop down cascade.

If you opt for the ‘copy paste’ then you have
to select the top most selection box in paint. See the arrow in the
following picture and take note of the second last menu icon that
is highlighted blue.
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Click on the icon as shown by the arrow and
then right click on the empty window and choose paste. Ensure the
second last menu icon is highlighted to prevent transparency as
some themes with light colors will become transparent. The other
simpler method is by going to the theme thumbnail, then by right
clicking on it, choose open with paint. Whatever the method, now we
have our picture covering the whole visible window because of the
large pixels. The picture will remain active for editing and this
will be indicated by a dotted line along the ages. The moment the
window is clicked, the picture becomes inactive for any further
editing.

Now we need to write the title of the book.
Go to the start menu if you have Microsoft word icon pinned to it
and click to open a blank word document. In the word document
window, select insert ribbon then select WordArt and open to select
a preferable style.

[image: tmp_577d6bf724d688c411e395c401395002_Yw8PHF_html_43410db7.png]

Since we have a title now, ROMANCE, we type
this in the type-box. We can choose font style and font size from
the cascade once we select the appropriate item.
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Click ok to print this on the word document.
Now you can try shape fill and all sorts of gimmicks on the word
you have created. Remember the background of your theme to avoid
creating an invisible title. When you feel you have done
beautifully, right click on the word to copy so that you can paste
into your paint work.
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Restore your paint window and right click in
the window to paste the WordArt. Once you do this, your theme
becomes inactive automatically and the new pasted word becomes
active for editing. In your paint side menu, click on the last icon
to create transparency on the WordArt background to show only the
letters. Once you have achieved this, be careful not to click on
the window so that you can shift your word to the right position.
So long as the dotted line is visible around the word, you can edit
the word. Remember that your pasted picture is big, it goes beyond
the visible window, so you have to keep using the scroll button to
bring the picture to view. You can always bring the bottom scroll
button, which you can move from left to right, to the middle and
the side scroll button to the middle too. To shift your WordArt,
hold down the left mouse pad and move the word to your desired
position. The word is too small? Stretch it to your desired size,
while making sure
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