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			Advance Praise for 
America’s Freedom Megaphone

			“The roadmap to American renewal begins with this book. Every citizen who cares about liberty for future generations must pick up a copy now!”

			– A. J. Rice, president and CEO of Publius PR, editor-in-chief of The Publius National Post, and author of the #1 Amazon bestseller The Woking Dead: How Society’s Vogue Virus Destroys Our Culture

			 

			“A 305-foot-tall ‘megaphone for freedom’ is what America needs now as we stand at the crossroads of freedom or socialism.”

			– Carlissa Jenkins, American Legion 2018 National Oratorical Contest winner and medical student at the University of Kentucky

			 

			“Daniel Bolz nails the cause of our nation’s sickness and provides a genuine healing cure. His solution is simple and should be obvious: Inspire freedom by inspiring our children through educational outreach. It is a propagandized educational system that got us into the mess we are now in. Inspiring our children forward to a love of freedom and a love of God is the solution…”

			– Noel Thornley, otolaryngology surgical consultant and author of Magi’s Christmas: 33 Years to Easter

			 

			“Having listened to Daniel’s proposal and reading his new book, I am overwhelmed by feelings of honor and patriotism. Now we all need to step up and champion this cause through doing something great for our children and our country.”

			– Kirk Hunsaker, former city mayor of Santaquin, Utah
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			Dedication

			As a former educator and teacher of civics, political science, history, and art, I dedicate this book to all American youth who wish to secure an understanding, a love, and a commitment to individual freedom and their role in preserving it… I am writing this book to explain why and how the idea of building the Statue of Enduring Freedom came to be—and to motivate its readers to lend a hand in its building. On a personal level, this book is dedicated to my daughters Naomi, April, Heidi, and Heather; their families; and all who will follow in our posterity line. Ronald Reagan said it best when he wrote:

			“Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction.

			We didn’t pass it to our children in the bloodstream.

			It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to do the same.”

			This project is my answer to this famous Reagan quote. It is my call to action. I am handing on the divine principle of individual freedom—first to my family and loved ones, and beyond them, to any American patriot who wishes to participate in this historic monument project…and its mission.

			I hope you will join me and the millions of like-minded patriots in our grass-roots “Freedom Movement” who will lend their voices to America’s Freedom Megaphone and with a united voice declare: “America will never fall to socialism! We were born free—we will live free—and we will die free! Our children will learn truth and will carry the torch of freedom that lights the world with hope and love…” And so, to that end I dedicate this book—America’s Freedom Megaphone: The Case for Building the Statue of Enduring Freedom.
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			Author’s Note

			Dear Reader,

			 

			I wish to speak to you one-on-one as though we are sitting on the front porch watching the sun gently set over the hills. I hope I can convey to you my deepest feelings toward the message of this book. I am going to do my best to make the case for the building of what is called “America’s Freedom Megaphone,” the Statue of Enduring Freedom. I am a patriot through and through. I guess I have been for most of my years. It pains me to see what is happening to the America I love. I am committed to doing what I can to make things better, to return our country to the wonderful founding principles of individual freedom and responsibility that are slipping through our fingers. Over the years, others have envisioned a monument that would add to the message of the Statue of Liberty. Their designs varied in scope, size, message, and imagery. Several years ago, I was blessed with a similar idea to build a monument of historic proportions. The design elements and purpose were immediately put to paper. I know I cannot do this alone, but I also know that millions of us who are like-minded can! Lincoln said it best in his Gettysburg Address when he declared, “…that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom; and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”

			Just as America needed a new birth of freedom following the Civil War, America needs a new birth of freedom today and it is “we the people” who can make that happen. America’s best years are ahead of us.

			God inspired great men to form our government two and a half centuries ago. America has His divine stamp of approval. I am determined to do what I can to see that we continue to earn that divine stamp of approval in our time. If you choose to join us in this grass roots patriotic movement, buckle up. This is our time. This is our challenge. This is our opportunity to make a difference in defense of what is true and right. We stand at crossroads—freedom’s path or Socialism’s path. They are both standing right before us within easy view. Each path has its own consequences—one to goodness, one to oppression, one to freedom, and one to tyranny.

			I will not back off in my determination to see the Statue of Enduring Freedom built. It will become a rallying cry, a clarion call for all who wish to take a stand against the encroachments of soft tyranny and the lies of Socialism. In this time of growing hate towards others, our cause is positive. Our cause unifies. Our cause honors God. It is based in love for our fellow man. Truth will prevail—evil will fail. The time to build “America’s Freedom Megaphone,” the Statue of Enduring Freedom, is now! Join us and together we will succeed. May the angels in Heaven smile upon us and bless our patriotic efforts.

			Daniel L. Bolz

		

	
		
			Foreword

			“Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth, on this continent, a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.” The opening lines of the Gettysburg Address are iconic and revered by millions as brilliant and beautifully rendered. Only 272 words, Abraham Lincoln took what was expected to be a few appropriate remarks for the dedication of a new national cemetery in Pennsylvania to a new level and packed it with history and tremendous meaning and vision. The date was 1863 and Lincoln was the last speaker of the day. It was not the Constitution of 1787, but the Declaration of Independence that Lincoln referenced with “Fourscore and seven.” It was the year 1776—the year thirteen colonies declared to the world theirs would be a different kind of nation, born out of freedom and the people’s desire to govern themselves. To Lincoln, the Declaration was inspirational. He once admitted, “I have never had a feeling politically that did not spring from [it].” Unique in what it proposed and what it accomplished, no other nation in the world had been founded upon such revolutionary ideas—“We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are created equal…” Passing through Philadelphia on his way to his inauguration in 1861, Lincoln delivered an address at Independence Hall—the birthplace of American freedom—in which he emphasized the universal nature of the Declaration: “It was not the mere matter of separation of the colonies from the motherland,” he pointed out, “But that sentiment in it which gave liberty not alone to the people of this country, but hope to all the world, for all future time.”

			Lincoln loved history and was a firm believer in its benefits. Mostly self-taught he valued education “as the most important subject which we as a people can be engaged in…so that one may… read the histories of his own and other countries, [and] duly appreciate the value of our free institutions.” The core principles of the past (what Lincoln referred to as “mystic chords of memory” in his first inaugural address) were meant to unite a nation of diverse people under one common identity. The Declaration of Independence began a revolution for freedom. The people were forgetting; he would remind them at Gettysburg. Fittingly chiseled in stone beside Lincoln’s memorial statue in the nation’s capital, the Gettysburg Address remains more relevant and powerful today than any other presidential words in history.

			“Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure.” Three years had passed since Lincoln’s election touched off a firestorm of outrage that would test the fabric of the nation through four long, terrible years of the Civil War. Lincoln’s own resolve would be challenged to stay the course through what he called “a task before me greater than that which rested on Washington.” His concern for the future of the nation spanned decades of festering conflict. Compromise and conciliation gave way to the emergence of two Americas—one believing in the Declaration’s original proposition and the other forsaking it and the freedom for which it stood. Such denial of liberty was, in Lincoln’s words, “blowing out the moral lights around us.” Gifted with the foresight and perception beyond his own experience, Abraham Lincoln, two years before the war, described the real issue in its simplest terms, “[It] is the eternal struggle between these two principles—right and wrong—they are the two principles that have stood face-to-face from the beginning of time and will ever continue to struggle. The one is the common right of humanity and the other the divine right of kings…It is the same spirit that says, “You toil and work and earn bread, and I’ll eat it. No matter in what shape it comes it is the same tyrannical principle.” The time to resist had come, and in his May 7th, 1861 message to Congress Lincoln said, “We must settle this question now, whether in a free government the minority have the right to break up the government whenever they choose. If we fail, it will go far to prove the incapability of the people to govern themselves.” The world was watching this experiment in democracy—its fate rested in the survival of the nation.

			“We are met on a great battlefield of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is all together fitting and proper that we should do this.” The three-day battle of Gettysburg would go down in history as the bloodiest battlefield conflict in America’s past. Momentous in the brief victory it gave to the Union, it was far-reaching and consequential as the turning point of the war. Lincoln would finally install a new general who would prove courageous, determined, and worthy of Lincoln’s hope and trust, and Lee’s army would never again invade the North. Devastating as the war had become, Lincoln never flinched in his ultimate goal—defeat the sinister forces in America opposing freedom and destroying the nation. The significance of this opportunity to speak directly to the people was not lost on Lincoln. The crowd would be large and the event covered by countless press poised to publish his speech across the nation as well as internationally. He would remind the people what was at stake—that “we shall nobly save or meanly lose the last best hope of earth.”

			“But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate—we cannot consecrate—we cannot hallow—this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract.” There would be no simple dedication that day. Lincoln was driven by the “larger sense”—his generals were fighting battles, but he was fighting the war—it was his to guide and execute to the only conclusion which made sense to him—the unconditional surrender of the enemy. With great clarity he would convey the urgency for this “larger sense.” Any waning courage and commitment now would jeopardize what Lincoln always referred to as “hope to all the world, for all future time.” On the site where four months earlier tens of thousands of both Union and Confederate soldiers lost their lives, Lincoln, in not differentiating North or South, blue or gray, was elevating the event beyond the present toward a future for all the living—better, freer, and lasting.

			“The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here…” Abraham Lincoln was a master communicator, but audiences of the day often did not fully appreciate his shorter speeches. The Gettysburg Address was so short that only one blurry image was taken by the official photographer still focusing his camera when Lincoln finished speaking. Edward Everett, the keynote for the event, delivering in two hours a complete verbal reenactment of the historic battle, expressed his admiration for Lincoln’s “eloquent simplicity” when he wrote, “I should be glad if I could flatter myself that I came as near the central idea of the occasion in two hours as you did in two minutes.” Though appreciated by attendees at Gettysburg that day, the majority of its readers across the nation considered the address as little more than appropriate. Interestingly, the people of England were the first to regard it as exceptional before it gradually gained momentum and acclaim across America. Lincoln’s own assessment left him discouraged, as he told a friend upon returning to Washington, “I tell you…that speech fell on the audience like a wet blanket. I am distressed about it. I ought to have prepared it with more care.” Lincoln was wrong—the world would remember.

			As dusk fell on the final day of the battle of Gettysburg, 50,000 soldiers lay dead or wounded. And now Lincoln was surrounded by their graves—testament to the incredible price the nation had already paid. The president knew what it was to mourn, having lost loved ones throughout his life to sudden and unexpected death—he lost his mother at age nine, a sister as a teenager, his first love when he was a young man, a three-year-old child as a new father, and only recently his twelve-year-old son. One person in the crowd recalled Lincoln’s voice that day—earnest and sincere, but showing no emotion, except in one place. “With the close of that sentence his lips quivered, and there was a tremor in his voice… [in the phrase] ‘but it can never forget what they did here.’” Lincoln intimately felt the cost to the nation. But he would continue his address moving the audience deftly past the dead to the living, beyond the grief to the purpose of their sacrifice. To the “larger sense”—the future.
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