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Opus Thirty Three Bagatelles is a
collection of finely crafted haikuesque poems, marked out for their
candour and observational precision—

 


To be honest

all I recall

 


of home

 


is an array

of tiny

 


fruit trees

 


grown in endless

tidy

 


rows.
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The Boardroom

 


…is

a medieval

country

 


in an eternally troubled

night –

 


in every

hand

 


you see

 


a knife.

 


 



Pleasure Beach

 


All I recall,

 


under

the white flannel

 


of a cold compress,

 


is a sail

 


unfurled

to the ocean.

 


 



Long Teleology

 


The sum total

of civilisation

 


is the failed

convergence

 


of two

parallel lines.

 



Cold War

 


Light

our global pyre –

 


and say

that we have

died here,

 


glorified

by fire.

 



Zhivago

 


A horseman

riding

 


slowly

 


over snow.

 



Amis Amiss

 


I think

really

 


Time’s Arrow

 


ought to

have read

 


in a circle

or like a palindrome:

 


‘Time’s Semite’,

perhaps.

 


 



Village Diplomacy

 


Now

you know

 


I get

 


but never

spread

 


the goss.
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