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The Prequel to the Film

This book is a prequel to the film  Dark Forest; it covers all the events preceding the movie. 

Although   the   film   quickly   recounts   what happened to the indigenous woman Potira, in this book, you will see in more detail all the events and facts that occurred and led our character to such a tragic and dramatic end. 
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Lucas Daniel da Silva Rodrigues, known by the artistic name Dany Lorettu, is 32 years old and a native of Petrolina, Pernambuco. 

He studied cinema and audiovisual arts in São Paulo and demonstrated a great passion for the arts from an early age. He always enjoyed drawing and also worked with tattooing. 

A passionate gamer, he graduated in 2022 and produced his first feature film the same year. 

The movie  Dark Forest premiered in 2024 and 
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The author already has four published books, distributed in various countries. 

He is the founder, along with two friends and his wife, of Apollarys ART Studios, the first cinema, games, and animation studio in the São Francisco Valley, located in Petrolina-PE. 
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And for many years there were wars in that land.   Raoni,   leader   of   the   Cajamar   people, tired of so much blood, swore that his people would live in peace. But the white man came and,   by   attacking   an   indigenous   woman, brought the war back. 
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The Setting of Our Story

Our story begins in 1490 and extends to 1518. 

Brazil was not yet colonized; the country was inhabited   by   indigenous   people   living   in constant conflict. There were many cannibal tribes that attacked and annihilated others, and the country was in total chaos from North to South. 

Each tribe had its own culture, beliefs, and customs that, despite being similar, presented some differences and peculiarities. 

Our story takes place on the coast of Bahia, shortly before the arrival of the Portuguese. 

We follow Raoni's tribe and all the conflicts involved until the arrival of the Portuguese, who reinforced all that evil upon the land and 
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The   main   conflict   is   between   the   Cajamar tribe and the Juremar tribe, the latter being a   very   cruel   and   ruthless   cannibal   tribe. 

Raoni's   tribe   was   composed   of   about   one hundred   individuals,   including   men,   women, elders,   and   children.   It   was   a   tribe   that always sought peace. They had recently come to this region in search of water and fertile land.   Arriving   there,   they   found   all   this   in abundance and settled, creating a large village near the river. Plantations were made, and the place seemed like paradise. 
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The Beginning

Raoni was thirty years old, tall, strong, and long-haired. He was the leader of the Cajamar people, a wise and peaceful man, a worshipper of   the   gods   of   nature.   Raoni   was   never   in favor of war, but, as in many cultures, it came: the conflict happened with a neighboring tribe known as the Juremar. 

The Juremar tribe, which previously lived in the southernmost region of the country, had migrated due to lack of food. They arrived very   close   to   the   Cajamar   tribe.   These indigenous people were more savage, and their main game was other individuals. 

Gradually,   people   from   the   Cajamar   village began to disappear. Raoni suspected a jaguar or another predator. Many times, he gathered search parties, but all they found was blood 
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One   morning,   one   of   the   Cajamar   villagers went  out  to  fish.  He  moved  away  from   the village,   approached   the   upper   part   of   the river,   and   spotted   a   dorado   fish.   He descended among the rocks, silent and slow. 

He crouched and observed; he waited for the fish   to   be   distracted;   he   aimed   his   spear slowly, fixing his gaze and almost hypnotizing the   animal.   He   heard   a   noise   in   the   brush, looked up, and felt a pain in his leg: he had been hit by a spear that pierced his thigh, hitting an artery. 

He pulled the object from his leg and threw it into the river, falling among the stones. He looked everywhere, but saw nothing. He felt 
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fear, knowing he was at risk. Even bleeding, he left the riverbank and, walking quickly, took the   path   back   to   the   village.   He   looked everywhere,   feeling   that   he   was   being followed   when   he   was   hit   again,   in   the stomach. He screamed for help, but, without realizing   it,   he   had   gone   too   far   from   the village, far enough that no one could hear him. 

Despite being wounded, he tried to run and was   hit   again   in   the   shoulder.   He   looked everywhere but saw nothing. His vision began to show signs of recent blood loss. His body began   to   fail,   and   he   grew   weak.   That   was when he saw three savages approaching. He fell to his knees, looked at his executioners who, approaching with a stone dagger, cut off his head and let him bleed until there was no life left in his body. Then, the men mutilated the body, each carried a part, and, entering the woods, disappeared. 

A   few   days   passed.   Raoni   woke   up   to   the screams of a woman, a middle-aged indigenous 
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Several   indigenous   women   tried   to   console her. 

"What happened?" Raoni asked. 

"My   son!"   the   woman   exclaimed.   "He   never stayed long in the forest, but I haven't seen him   since   yesterday.   I   feel   something   very bad has happened!" 

Raoni thought for a few moments. "Did he say where he was going before he disappeared?" 

"Yes, he said he was going fishing in the upper part of the river. I've already been there, but I didn't find him," the woman confirmed, in tears. 

"Don't worry, we will find him." 

Turning to the people in the group, he said: 

"We will conduct a search. I need some men to help me!" 

Some   indigenous   men   watching   from   afar 
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approached.   Among   them   were   Ubiraci   and Jandir,   two   very   brave   young   men.   Other indigenous   men   offered   to   help   with   the search. 

"I will go, and two others. The rest will stay in the   village   to   protect   the   women   and children," Raoni said. 

Pointing   his   finger,   he   chose   Ubiraci   and Jandir. "Take spear and arrow. We don't know what awaits us, possibly a jaguar!" 

The indigenous men, nodding, went in search of   their   weapons.   Raoni   walked   to   his   oca (hut),   gathered   his   belongings,   and   met   the young men. 

"We will walk until the sun begins to rise. We will   return   before   nightfall.   We   will   stay together, and if the danger is great, we will come back for more people," Raoni stated. 

And,   looking   at   the   rest   of   the   tribe,   he ordered:   "No   one   should   sleep   or   be 
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The   group   left   toward   the   forest.   They walked   for   a   while,   looking   for   footprints. 

They   walked   for   a   few   more   hours   and stopped to eat near the river, around two in the afternoon. 

"Ubiraci, I need you to fetch water for us," 

Raoni asked, handing him a gourd ( cuia). 

Ubiraci went down to the river to get water. 

He   approached,   crouched,   and   filled   the gourd.   He   looked   to   the   side   and   saw   a bloodstain, followed by a spear on the ground. 

Quickly, he called the rest of the group. 

The   group   approached   the   river.   Raoni analyzed   the   blood   on   the   rocks;   the   blood seemed to have been spilled a few days ago. 

"Chief,   look,"   Jandir   said,   pointing   to footprints and more blood. 

​Dark Forest The Awakening              PG: 23

"He must have run away that way, let's go!" 

Raoni replied. 

The group reached a place where the amount of rotten blood was much greater. 

"Was it really a jaguar, Chief?" Ubiraci asked. 

"No.   A   jaguar   wouldn't   take   the   trouble   to carry the body elsewhere," Raoni exclaimed. 

Jandir   observed:   "Chief,   look,   more footprints." 

Raoni crouched down and observed. "This was my fear: possible cannibals!" Raoni stated. 

"What should we do?" Ubiraci asked. 

"We will find this tribe and observe them!" 

Raoni said. 

"But   when?   Night   will   fall   in   a   few   hours," 

Jandir exclaimed. 

"We   must   take   advantage.   This   month,   the nights are clear. It will be enough to find this village   and,   hidden,   observe   without   being 
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"Good idea, Chief," Ubiraci affirmed. 

The group followed the footprints and, before nightfall,   they   found   the   village.   It   was   a village with about eighty people. 

"They   are   many,   Chief!"   Jandir   affirmed, whispering. 

And whispering, Raoni replied: "Yes, and that worries me." 

Although   Raoni's   village   was   larger,   he   was afraid, because, generally, cannibals tended to be much stronger and more violent, besides the fact that even women and children would enter conflicts. They remained watching from afar, hidden in a place where no one could see them. 

A bonfire was lit in the middle of the village. 

The   indigenous   people   approached   with   the remains   of   the   man's   body   skewered   on branches and placed them on the fire. After 
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the meat was roasted, everyone in the village began to eat. Raoni, signaling to the others, led the way out. The group returned to the village, arriving there at sunrise. 

Raoni,   upon   reaching   the   village,   woke everyone up, gathered the men, and explained the situation. 

"My friends, from now on, everyone must be very careful, especially in the forest. Do not leave   women   and   children   alone!"   Raoni ordered. 

"What shall we do against them, Chief?" one of the indigenous men asked. 

"We only have two options: either we leave and go far away, or we fight," Raoni said. 

"But what about our plantation?" an indigenous man said. 

"Yes, we are almost at harvest time. Besides, the land here is very fertile, the rivers are full of fish, and there is plenty of game. If we 
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another indigenous man stated. 

"Then   all   that   remains   is   war,"   Raoni concluded, sad and worried. 

"We   have   no   other   option,   Chief!   Besides, many people in the village will want revenge, which   strengthens   us.   And,   from   what   you said, we are a larger village." 

Raoni thought for a moment. "Alright. Prepare all the men. Have Ubiraci and Jandir command a group of twenty men each. They are smart and   skilled.   Tomorrow   we   will   attack   the village and put an end to all this!" 

The next day, the village prepared for war. 

Men sharpened their weapons; women helped paint their faces. Some female warriors also prepared themselves. Raoni watched while he thought. Something was maturing in his head: a way to end it once and for all, a silent and fatal attack, giving the enemy no chance. 
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Footsteps echoed through the forest. Several men, painted black, approached Raoni's village. 

An  arrow  was   raised.   A   shot   was   fired.   An indigenous man fell. Raoni was counting on a surprise attack, but he was the one who was surrounded   and   taken   by   surprise.   Quickly, several   arrows   fell   upon   them.   Many indigenous people, including women, men, and children, fell to the ground. 

"Protect yourselves!" Raoni shouted. 

Arrows and spears fell profusely, coming from all   directions.   Several   children   who   were playing   were   hit.   Pools   of   blood   formed   as bodies piled up. The warrior indigenous people of   the   tribe   grabbed   their   arrows   and, protecting   the   survivors,   returned   fire,   but they   couldn't   hit   any   enemies;   the   trees protected them. The same was not true for Raoni's village, which was located in a more open area. 

Raoni   was   somewhat   paralyzed   by   what   he 
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"Chief,   Chief,   what   shall   we   do?"   Ubiraci shouted, shaking the leader. 

Raoni   regained   his   senses   and   removed   the arrow from his arm. "Jandir, gather twenty warriors   and   protect   the   left   side   of   the village.   Ubiraci,   gather   another   twenty warriors   and   protect   the   right   side.   I   will have other men surround the village!" 

Raoni observed the arrows on the ground and concluded they came from the South. Ubiraci and Jandir walked to gather the warriors. 

"No, wait! All the arrows are pointing South. 

We will set up a siege, one group on each side. 

I believe their arrows are running out. At the right time, we attack all at once!" 

​Dark Forest The Awakening              PG: 29

The   groups   gathered   and   prepared   the counterattack.   The   enemy's   arrows   really were   running   out.   Raoni   then   initiated   the attack, moving into the woods. 

The attack began. They clashed amidst bushes and   rocks.   Much   blood   was   spilled   on   both sides. Raoni managed to dominate the conflict, and   quickly,   they   managed   to   eliminate   the attacking group. 

"Is that all of them, Chief?" a female warrior asked. About fifteen enemy indigenous people lay dead on the ground. 
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