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			Advance Praise for 
The Truth Teller

			“In a time where political tribalism dominates, it’s refreshing to hear a unique political perspective backed by independent and thoughtful analysis. Mr. Buckby convincingly argues that whether a Republican, Democrat, or Independent, the broad views of the American voter are not nearly as disparate as the ‘divisionist power brokers’ want us to believe. The Truth Teller is an expertly crafted treatise written by a free-thinker for free-thinkers.”

			–Jeff Cortese, Law Enforcement Analyst, Author, and Former FBI Agent and Acting Chief of the FBI’s Public Corruption Unit

			 

			“In The Truth Teller, Jack Buckby provides an example of the nuanced, label-free conversations that must happen within the American political environment if we are to solve the very real challenges we face. Jack can deliver this perspective because he’s lived it himself and he understands the ramifications of refusing to acknowledge different perspectives. Even if you ultimately do not choose Robert F. Kennedy Jr. as your preferred presidential candidate, The Truth Teller is still worth the read to invite in constructive dialogue.”

			–Michael Ashford, Host of The Follow-Up Question Podcast

			 

			“Few books immediately change my mind about political possibilities. The Truth Teller did. Having been burned by the left I called my political home, I didn’t expect to be persuaded to consider voting for another Democrat in my lifetime. Jack Buckby’s writing made that option live for me again.”

			–Joshua Slocum, Host of the Disaffected Podcast

			 

			“A compelling case for Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and the future of the Democratic Party.”

			–Charlie Nash, Journalist and Author

			 

			“Buckby makes the compelling case that only ‘radical moderation’ can vent the pressure of polarization that has brought American politics to the brink. Robert Kennedy, Jr. has made himself a pariah among Democratic Party grandees who live by lies, but his penchant for telling inconvenient truths has earned him credibility across the aisle. Enough credibility, Buckby argues with conviction, that Kennedy is the only figure in his party capable of winning an actual governing mandate in 2024.”

			–Justin Lee, Associate Editor of First Things
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			Preface

			My exposure to Robert F. Kennedy Jr., and the Kennedy family more generally, was not extensive before I decided to write this book. I am a British immigrant to the United States who took an interest in American politics many years after I began my political activism in the UK. After learning more about Kennedy’s candidacy, it became obvious to me that he is just the man America needs to avert a major societal crisis.

			My thoughts on Kennedy may be worth considering. I am a former Far-Right activist who hit the headlines in my teens after becoming radicalized by very real problems affecting my working-class community. Between the grooming gang scandals in Yorkshire and Lancashire and the damage done to working towns by large-scale immigration, I became a living symbol of what happens to vulnerable people when the politicians fail to do what the electorate expects them to.

			Kennedy’s candidacy attracted my attention because I believe that his message of unity and his commonsense approach to politics are exactly the antidote America needs to its polarization problem. While the two big parties seem more divided than ever before, the truth is that the people of America are more closely aligned on policy issues than they think. In refusing to approach politics in a way that brings people together, America’s leaders are facilitating the kind of radicalization I experienced as a teen—and Kennedy is the only man I see willing to address this problem.

			I offer my thoughts and perspective on Kennedy’s candidacy not out of vanity, but because I know there are many people who experienced (and who still feel) the sheer anger toward politicians that I did in my youth—albeit, without being relentlessly attacked by the mainstream press before reaching the age of twenty. My exposure to white nationalism, and the grooming which I experienced by Far-Right political leaders, came about directly as a result of the mainstream politicians’ refusal to address issues that affected my community. Had those politicians considered the needs of working-class Britons, I would never have found myself labeled the “Boy Wonder of the Far Right.” Had I never been in the far right, I would never have spent my early twenties in the populist right. And had I never spent those years in the populist right, I might never have spent my late twenties trying to find my way as a conservative.

			Even during my time in the radical right, I championed many of the same things as my liberal friends. I supported civil partnerships while my white nationalist peers opposed gay rights. I traveled the world with my very diverse friend groups to attend contemporary art shows. I supported conservation efforts and green energy. I later married a New York City performance artist and nightlife icon. And yet, despite this, I believed that the only politicians and activists capable and willing to fight against the authoritarian, ultra-progressive rot we now see across the West are conservatives and Republicans. While the vast majority of America’s conservatives are truly decent people, it is becoming increasingly obvious to me that conservatives may not be able to solve the problems they believe they can. It has also become clear to me that liberals are not as incapable of resisting tyranny as I thought.

			When I reached the age of thirty, Kennedy’s candidacy opened me up to a world that I didn’t think existed. Kennedy, his supporters, and his liberal vision for America, I believe, could make political change in a way that benefits everybody and doesn’t pander to a small minority of activists. If someone like me can find my way to a Democrat candidate for president (now a former Democrat), even as the party undergoes a hostile takeover by extreme progressives hellbent on destroying America, then it only goes to show the potential unifying power of a Kennedy candidacy.

			I advocated for Trump in 2016 because I thought he crossed party lines. I expected that he would lose in 2020, and he did. By the time his 2024 campaign came around, I was proven wrong about him crossing party lines, with the former president choosing to associate with some of the most committed and unhinged extreme-right activists in the country. I am not a supporter of President Joe Biden, I struggle to support most modern Democrats, and yet, as my youthful anger and naivete grow ever distant, it becomes clearer to me every day that I am, in many ways, a liberal person with a passion for conserving everything that makes the West great. Kennedy helped me figure out who I am politically by proving that most liberals are not race-baiting extremists—exactly the kind of race-obsessed people I knew during my years in white nationalism—and by demonstrating that many Democrats are still caring, decent people who are proud of the West, proud of the civilization we have created, and inclined to conserve it in the same ways I am. Those liberals, however, have gradually lost control of their own political vehicle and voice, and now feel as homeless as many Republicans did before Trump arrived and offered empty promises of unity and the restoration of American values. I believe those liberals need as much help as possible.

			I appreciate that this book may attract criticism. I understand that some activists and journalists may attempt to tar Kennedy and me with the same brush, exclaiming that a “far-right extremist” endorsed his presidency. What I would say to those who are considering doing that is simply this: read the book. Read what I say about Kennedy’s ability to unite people behind the issues on which they agree. Read how I believe Kennedy can calm these treacherous political waters and make Americans care for one another again. Consider the impact that a candidate who can bring people together will have on this country and our children’s future. For those who truly care about love, respect, and peace, imagine for a moment what an America where people can talk to one another again would look like.

			At the time of writing this book, Kennedy poses a real challenge to President Joe Biden in early voting states. He is being largely ignored by the mainstream press. President Biden refuses to debate him. And yet, whenever Kennedy makes a campaign stop, he is greeted by crowds of adoring supporters, from the Left and the Right, who support his candidacy and share his vision for America.

			Kennedy’s insurgency represents a turning point for the Democratic Party, even as he runs as an independent. Either the party plows ahead with its extreme new agenda or it pauses, reflects on what has happened over the last decade, and considers enacting policies that most Americans can get behind.

			This book explores Kennedy’s campaign, his history, and the impact his candidacy could have on his former party and the country. The book also offers some reflections on my experience in extremist politics, considers what it might take to bring America together again in the face of extreme political factionalism, and puts into words the healing power of the truth.

		

	
		
			Introduction

			On October 9, 2023, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. announced in Philadelphia that he would end his bid to become the Democratic presidential nominee and run as an independent in the 2024 presidential election. Kennedy delivered the speech at Independence Mall, in front of the National Constitution Center, to a crowd of Republicans and Democrats, all of whom knew exactly what he was about to say and supported it wholeheartedly.

			The announcement followed months of campaigning by Kennedy to convince Democrats that he was a better choice than incumbent President Joe Biden, and after he accused the Democratic National Committee of “rigging” the primaries against him.

			Throughout his campaign as a Democrat, Kennedy made it clear that he was in the race to win. He insisted that he was not just there to make a point, to generate some publicity, or to sway the Democratic Party on a handful of issues. He also said that he only intended to run as a Democrat, he dismissed baseless rumors that he would run on a ticket with former president Donald Trump, and he said that running as an independent simply wasn’t on the table. Kennedy knew that in losing to Joe Biden, he would effect zero change within his party, and that winning this election—not just the primary race, but the 2024 presidential election—was crucial.

			By September 2023, however, it had become clear to the Kennedy campaign that the Democratic National Committee simply wouldn’t let him win, or even give him a fair shot at competing against President Joe Biden. No debates were scheduled, Biden ignored the fact that a Kennedy was running against him, and high-profile Democrats even pressured Kennedy behind the scenes to end his run and hand the victory to Biden without a fight.

			In September, Kennedy told Forbes Newsroom that the DNC was disenfranchising voters and rigging the system.

			It’s pretty clear that the DNC does not want a primary. I don’t want to say that they want a coronation but that’s, I think, that’s a fair way to put it actually. Essentially, they are fixing up the process so that it makes it almost impossible to have democracy function. They’re effectively disenfranchising the Democratic voters from having any choice in who becomes president, the Democrat nominee. So, two of the things they’ve done today is they’ve moved the Iowa primary, they made rules that if anybody campaigns in Iowa, or any candidate sets foot in the state of Iowa or sets foot in the state of New Hampshire, then none of the votes that are cast for that candidate will be tallied. In other words any delegate that I win in New Hampshire or Iowa would go instead to the president. Now they’re trying to change it so that if I campaign in New Hampshire that none of the votes cast for me in Georgia will count. That’s significant because it’s hard to win the nomination without Georgia.

			They are rigging it so that you know effectively, we are looking at the tabulations now that look like if you add up all the super delegates that they control and all the automatic delegates that just go to the party and go to the president, I would have to win almost 80 percent of all of the states in order to beat President Biden even if he only wins 20 percent...1

			It was at this point that Kennedy floated the possibility of running as an independent, and, as this book will reveal, started thinking about making a decision that could change the course of history and restore normality to American politics.

			Weeks later in Philadelphia, when Kennedy formally announced his intention to run as an independent candidate, he promised America an opportunity to declare its independence from party loyalty and tribal thinking. He told an enthusiastic audience that Republicans and Democrats need to grow up and realize that they cannot get their way on every single policy issue every single time. He made the case for both sides working together on issues they agree upon, and promised to form an administration that utilizes the greatest talents from both parties.

			I’ve traveled millions of American miles across my career, and to quote [Alfred] Tennyson, I am part of all I have met. For 40 years, Americans across the country have fortified me with their courage and their idealism, but this year I have witnessed an upwelling of optimism that I’ve never seen before. Optimism is the same thing as denial. We have to acknowledge the truth. We do face a decaying infrastructure and record levels of suicide, depression, addiction, chronic disease. We do face an entrenched political corruption and an inequality of wealth not seen in a century. But the good news is that people like yourselves are finally fed up. Something is stirring in us. It doesn’t have to be this way. People stop everywhere in airports, Hotels, on the street, and they remind me that this country is ready for a history-making change. They’re ready to reclaim their freedom, their independence. And that’s why I’m here today. I’m here to declare myself an independent candidate for president of the United States.

			That’s not all. I’m here to join you in making a new declaration of independence for our entire nation. We declare independence from the corporations that have hijacked our government. And we declare independence from Wall Street, from Big Tech, from Big Pharma, from Big Ag, from the military contractors and their lobbyists. And we declare independence from the mercenary media that is here to fortify all of the corporate orthodoxies from their advertisers and to urge us to hate our neighbors and to fear our friends. And we declare independence from the cynical elites who betray our hope and who amplify our divisions. And finally, we declare independence from the two political parties.”2

			Being in that crowd felt like being a part of something historic. Not just being a part of history, in fact, but a turning point in the American story. If Kennedy’s judgment is right, and if the American public is as tired of political corruption and negligence as it seems that we are, then this announcement may have been the first step toward the United States electing the first independent president since George Washington.

			At the time of Kennedy’s announcement, this book had already been written. In the days that followed, I went about reading and editing the entirety of the manuscript before handing it back to my publisher, only to find that everything I had written about Kennedy’s campaign as a Democrat remained just as relevant even after his independent campaign launch. Not only was everything I wrote still true, but it all made even more sense. Everything Kennedy could have achieved as a Democrat can still be achieved by his new, independent campaign. He can win this election and I believe he can facilitate all the change he intended make to his party and to the country as a whole perhaps more easily now that he is free from the clutches of the Democratic National Committee.

			Running as an independent was always the right choice, and if Kennedy can thank the Democrats for anything, it’s making that decision for him.

			

			
				
					1	“Robert F. Kennedy Jr.: DNC “Rigging” Primary for Biden, I May Need To ‘Look at Other Alternatives,’” September 8, 2023. www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2023/09/08/robert_f_kennedy_jr_dnc_rigging_primary_for_biden_i_may_need_to_look_at_other_alternatives.html#!

				

				
					2	“Robert F. Kennedy Jr. Declares Independent Candidacy,” October 9, 2023. www.c-span.org/video/?530976-1%2Frobert-f-kennedy-jr-declares-independent-candidacy#:~:text=AND%20SO%20I%20COME%20HERE,INDEPENDENCE%20FROM%20THE%20DEMOCRATIC%20PARTY.

				

			

		

	
		
			Chapter One

			Decline, Redemption, 
and Humility

			In the 1967 book The Illusion of Permanence: British Imperialism in India, Francis G. Hutchins describes the “fragility of imperial confidence,” noting how British imperialism in India reached its height of consciousness at the turn of the twentieth century, right as the British Empire was on the verge of becoming nonviable.

			“The Empire was never more fragile than at this moment when it seemed most secure; the rationalizations of the necessity for continuing British rule were never more complete than at this moment when they no longer applied,” Hutchins wrote.3

			The illusion of permanence, he said, evolved into a full-blown confidence in England’s role in India that surpassed the faith of earlier generations. With success comes confidence, and with confidences comes complacency—and that’s precisely where the United States has found itself in the early twenty-first century. Relatively speaking, the United States has seen mere moments of true prosperity and affluence—and while the country was founded on the very belief in America and the possibilities for the future, it was really the mid-to-late twentieth century when the American people knew great things were on the horizon. While wars still raged and the economy fluctuated as we headed toward the millennium, the landing of rockets on the moon and the invention of the internet—something physicist Michio Kaku has described as a Type 1 civilization invention that draws us closer to becoming an advanced galactic species—indicated that the American empire had emerged out of an age of affluence and into a new age of intellectual and scientific pursuit.

			This new age, however, would not have been possible without periods of human growth—not just economic, but in how people treated one another. The Kennedy era, short though it was, along with the civil rights movement, offered great hope for the United States as the country found its feet economically. It was a time when the United States sought to overcome division, when Americans started to learn to live together, when both major parties could agree on fundamental truths and the liberal foundations of the country—in the truest sense of that term. An imperfect union though it was, the United States was an inspiration for the rest of the world. It was the shining city on the hill, an example for the communist states that found their freedom and a place where anything was possible.

			Sir John Glubb, a British soldier, scholar, and fellow Lancastrian, described in his 1976 book The Fate of Empires how throughout human history, empires have emerged from an age of pioneers, before gradually moving through an age of conquests to an age of commerce, then to an age of affluence, and later, an age of intellect. And, just as Glubb notes that there are no true start and end dates for these empires, with each emerging gradually over a period of time and then disappearing through a phase of decline, there are no true start and end dates for each age an empire endures before its death. Glubb suggested that the United States reached a period of “High Noon”4 during its age of affluence in the Woodrow Wilson era, while the United Kingdom reached its age of affluence under the rule of Queen Victoria. That age of affluence was arguably interrupted by the outbreak of the Second World War and extended toward the millennium. I would argue that at the turn of the twenty-first century, the United States—and the West generally—reached the age of intellect that Glubb describes as a time of “surprising advances in natural science” where intellectuals, attaining new triumphs in academia and science, politically became the “abject servants of the often illiterate rulers.”

			The very nature of this age of intellectualism, however, appears to have undone many of the great strides made during the civil rights era and left the United States more divided than ever.

			“As in the case of the Athenians, intellectualism leads to discussion, debate and argument, such as is typical of the Western nations today,” Glubb writes,5 adding that by the nature of men being “interminably different,” and the fact that intellectual arguments so rarely lead to agreement, public affairs quickly go from bad to worse.

			Remarkably, Glubb accurately predicted—by analyzing the great empires of the past—how the United States would soon be consumed by political divides that seem impossible to resolve.

			“Another remarkable and unexpected symptom of national decline is the intensification of internal political hatreds. One would have expected that, when the survival of the nation becomes precarious, political factions would drop their rivalry and stand shoulder-to-shoulder to save their country,” Glubb wrote.

			If Glubb was right about the America’s eventual drift toward hyper-partisanship, then we must hope that he wasn’t right about how an empire’s period of decline causes a once-united melting pot of people to separate into communities and factions. Once decline sets in, he warned, “it is extraordinary how the memory of ancient wars, perhaps centuries before, is suddenly revived, and local or provincial movements appear demanding secession or independence.”6

			The hard-fought-for rights of every American, the great achievements of one of the world’s newest and most powerful nations, and the promise of a freer and more prosperous future are all at risk. As we move from an age of intellectualism to an age of frivolity, Americans would be wise to heed the warnings of the past and address the partisanship that risks pushing this ship onto the rocks.

			It’s easy to forget that the world we live in is a fragile one. Not just our ecosystem, but every facet of our modern lives, from our financial institutions and our government to the very homes in which we reside. In 2023, the Western world in particular may have achieved enormous technological feats and our standard of living may technically be better than at any other time in history, but for anybody watching closely the dynamics at play in virtually all areas of society, we are on the brink of a collapse. Fresh off the back of a historic pandemic, never-before-seen lockdowns that required children to cover their faces and parents to stay locked at home for months on end, it would stand to reason that the fragility of our world would be obvious to all of us. But it’s not.

			America’s imperial confidence has seemingly reached its height, and at any moment we may see our just-in-time supply chains collapse, currencies rapidly lose their value, human labor replaced by advanced software, and the very idea of a nation-state challenged by the breaking down of international borders. And yet, as we stand here on the verge of this potentially irremediable social and economic collapse, our leaders distract the populace with petty arguments and half-truths, pandering to vocal extreme minorities, seemingly unaware that the chasm they’ve carved virtually down the middle of our society is growing deeper and wider by the day. It’s hard to know whether our leaders know that these cracks just keep getting bigger, and if they do, whether they believe half the country will eventually snap out of their collective “delusion” and side with their abusers in the hope of one day returning to some kind of normality. Regardless of what they may think, though, normality isn’t a guarantee, and our world will likely change forever.

			America’s leaders aren’t just fiddling while Rome burns; one side provided the tinder, and the other rocked up with a jerrycan full of petrol and a box of matches. So often, decline is a choice made unconsciously—and the social divisions, the puerile nature of modern politics, and the authoritarian lurch of many on both the left and right have put this country onto a track of permanent, irreversible decline. In 2023, the United States is not the America I saw on the television as a child growing up in northern England. The illusion of permanence is exactly that: an illusion. No age of affluence can last forever, intellectualism cannot survive without an economy and functional society that supports it, and without a dramatic change in leadership, the United States may continue its downward spiral into decay.

			That’s not to say this great nation cannot buck the trend seen throughout the millennia. Our resources today vastly outweigh the resources of the Ottomans and the Romans. We are on the cusp of developing practical nuclear fusion power and quantum computers. Mad billionaires are preparing to take the human species to Mars. We are perfecting technologies that may one day allow us to control the weather and prevent natural disasters. We have so much left to strive for, but the United States needs to redeem itself. It needs to find new leaders with a fundamentally different approach to government and leadership. It needs to find solutions to the divisive issues of our time before it’s too late.

			America’s Leaders Lack Humility

			Before America can redeem itself, it needs to learn the importance of redemption for others. A defining characteristic of polarization is the belief that those with whom one may disagree are either fundamentally wrong about particular issues, that lived experience is always inferior to data, and that frustrated individuals effectively forced into radicalism are irredeemable and worthless. Partisan leaders lacking an ounce of humility will trundle ahead with their stated policy goals, neglecting roughly half of the country as they go, and pandering to the most radical people in their camp who don’t care how anybody else feels about their vision for America. At this moment, the only person who can turn America around is someone who has wrestled with his own demons and come out successfully on the other side.

			That’s not to say our leaders don’t have their demons. They certainly do. Despite losing his first wife and daughter in a car accident and his older son to brain cancer, President Joe Biden has shown a remarkable lack of empathy and humility not just throughout his presidency but during his 2020 campaign and the run-up to it. Instead of considering the pain endured by others—pain that he should understand as somebody who has lost so much—the president seems to care more about smearing, punishing, and deriding those who voted for his opponent. Rather than attempting to understand what drove Americans to vote for former president Donald Trump in 2016, Biden embarked on a mission—just like Hillary Clinton before him—to smear Trump voters as extremists. This was never more obvious than when the newly inaugurated president undid virtually every single one of former president Trump’s executive orders—including plans for a National Garden of American Heroes that would have honored “great figures of America’s history”—with a few flicks of his pen at his desk in the Oval Office.7

			Biden’s apparent contempt for those who don’t contribute to his personal success even extends to members of his family, with the president—whose campaign staff have long pitched as a level-headed, decent family man—refusing to acknowledge even the existence of his seventh grandchild, Navy Joan Roberts, until media scrutiny simply became too much.8

			Trump, arguably, was a little better at this than Biden—at least at first. The former president won support among groups of voters who would traditionally never have thought about voting Republican. Historically a New York Democrat, Trump and his “What the hell do you have to lose?” message resonated, and the former president transformed the Republican Party from an anti-abortion capitalist party that could only ever talk numbers into a multiracial, working-class party. After years of partisan fighting, however, the Trump camp—and message—is now noticeably different than it was in 2016. Neither party can honestly say that they are reaching out to the other side of the aisle in any meaningful way—and any efforts from either party’s likely nominees would probably be met with resistance anyway.
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