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    INTRODUCTION

    This book is the autobiography of New Mexico, as written in the names the state's peoples have placed on its mountains and rivers, its cities and villages, its arroyos, mesas, creeks, springsany place that people have felt had identity For place names result from the fundamental and universal human need to label with words, and the concepts of naming and place identity are inextricably linked. As the American names scholar, Kelsie Harder, has observed, a place without a name in one sense isn't really a place.

    New Mexico's place-name autobiography began with the Native Americans, more than 10,000 years ago, with names created by paleo-Indians arriving from the north, the first humans to behold the landscape here. What those names were can never be known, but that they existed is beyond doubt. Indeed, long before Europeans arrived, Native American groups constituted a shifting cultural geography here, with the creation and disappearance of many place names. In southwestern New Mexico, the names spoken by the people now known as Mimbres were replaced by names in the Athapascan language spoken by the Apaches. Now the Apaches too are gone from there, but the name Gila, derived from their word for mountain, reminds us of their presence. No fewer than seven Native American languages are still spoken in the state, not counting dialects within languages.

    Yet despite this linguistic diversity, Indian names not only in New Mexico but throughout North America show certain characteristics. The first is that the names in everyday usage overwhelmingly are descriptive, such as the Navajo name for the Jemez Mountains that means “black-appearing mountains,” and the Tewa name for the Rio Grande that like the Spanish name means simply “big river.” A major reason for this is that among people without maps or guidebooks, place names tend to serve as identification labels.

    Another characteristic of Indian naming is that virtually without exception, Indians do not name places to honor individual people; thus Indians don't put commemorative names on places, as the Spaniards did with Albuquerque and as Anglos did with Mount Taylor. Several reasons exist for this. For one thing, such naming conflicts with Indian concepts of non-linear time and posterity. As Alfonso Ortiz, anthropologist and member of San Juan Pueblo, put it, “Indians want to be remembered, not written aboutthey're different things.”

    This is not to suggest that Indian naming is simple. For example, an everyday name for a place often co-exists with other names having ritual or mythological significance; while the Navajo name in everyday usage for Mount Taylor means “big, tall mountain,” Navajos also have a ceremonial name for the mountain meaning “turquoise mountain.” What's more, within their tribal areas, Indians typically have very high densities of names; within these areas virtually every feature, even a feature that would be ignored by Europeans, has a name. And often a wry humor appears in Indian names; the Navajo name for Fruitland means “burned bread,” recalling an unfortunate baking incident there.

    So even before Europeans arrived, New Mexico already had a rich and complex namescape. But in 1540, when Don Francisco Vásques de Coronado and his expedition arrived on the banks of the Rio Grande, it became even more rich and complex.

    Occasionally, the Spanish-speaking explorers and settlers adopted and adapted Indian names they encountered, passing on names such as Abiquiu, Chama, Chilili, Gila, and Pecos. But more often they created new names, according to their own naming traditions.

    Like the Indians, the early Hispanic settlers lived close to the land, in remote rural communities, and thus the names they created, like Indian names, often simply de-scribed the place or referred to local plants or animals: Sierra Grande, Bosque Redondo, Chamizal, Piñon, Berrenda, Agua Fria, Corrales, Placitas, La Jara, Alamogordo, Rio Puerco, and so forth.

    The Roman Catholic faith was important to the Spaniards, so they named places for saints, not only to honor the saints but also to elicit the saints' patronage and protection. And they created other names expressing their religious faith: Nombre de Dios, Sangre de Cristo, La Concepcion, Belen, Sacramento. Only among the mountains of the Himalayas does such a rich assemblage of religious names exist as in New Mexico.

    Families, large and extended, also were important to these early Hispanic people, and thus villages often took family namesBernal, Los Lunas, Los Montoyas, Gabaldon, Villanueva, Bacaville, Los Trujillos, and many, many more. Frequently such names resulted from a village owing its existence to a land grant, which bore the family name of at least one of the individuals to whom it was given. Very often members of these families still live in the communities bearing their family names.

    Sometimes Hispanic names recall specific incidents that happened at the place: Ojo del Perrillo, “spring of the little dog,” where the arrival in Oñate's camp on the Jornada del Muerto of a little dog with muddy paws indicated a spring nearby; Cañon del Borracho, where a celebrated yellow steer named Borracho died; Don Carlos Hills, where a Spanish military officer battled Comanches; Fra Cristobal Range, where a pioneer Franciscan died.

    New Mexico during the colonial era was at the outer fringes of the Spanish empire, isolated and often alienated from the governments of Spain and New Spain, and the state's Hispanic place names reflect this. Spaniards, unlike Indians, are not averse to using place names to honor people, yet names honoring Spanish royalty or persons prominent in the government of New Spain are all but absent here, Albuquerque being the signal exception. Also virtually absent are names transferred to New Mexico from Spain or Mexico. Sevilleta, Santa Fe, and possibly Talpa are among the few exceptions.

    In the 19th century the New Mexico namescape received another seismic shock, with the arrival of Americans speaking English. Characteristically, persons speaking this most accommodating of languages left intact many of the Indian and Spanish names they encountered here, but they created hundreds of new names, particularly on the eastern plains, where Hispanics previously had not settled or only sparsely because of hostile nomadic Indians.

    Like the Indians and the Hispanics, the Anglo settlers created many common, everyday descriptive and associative namesAlkali Lake, Elephant Butte, Bible Top Hill, Turkey Creek, Black Range, Brushy Mountain, Bottomless Lakes, Cedar Crest, Red River, Schoolhouse Mesa, Grasshopper Canyon.

    And like the Hispanics, the Anglos very often named their settlements for the people who lived there: Abbott, Budville, Causey, Chisum, Clines Corners, Moriarty, Counselors, Dawson, Fenton Lake, Hobbs, Loving, Tatum, Watrous, and Weed.

    Also like the Hispanics, the Anglos created names recalling specific incidents: Black-smith Canyon, where an outlaw gang shoed their horses; Horse Thief Creek, where rustlers hid stolen stock; Massacre Gap, where a family was killed; and Skeleton Can-yon, where bones of persons killed in outlaw ambush were found.

    But more than the Hispanics, the Anglos used place names to honor people, and thus the New Mexico namescape is populated with the names of persons who never lived here and often never saw the places named for them: Mount Taylor, for President Zachary Taylor; Cleveland, for President Grover Cleveland; Folsom, for Frances Folsom, wife of Grover Cleveland; Fort Fillmore, for President Millard Fillmore; Garfield, for President Garfield; Gladstone, for the British statesmen; and five counties named for U.S. PresidentsGrant, Harding, Lincoln, McKinley, and Roosevelt.

    And while the Hispanics were assiduous prospectors, the Anglos were mostly responsible for the mining boom of the late 19th century and the names created then. The names of their mining camps reflect their exuberance and optimism: Bonanza City, Carbonateville, Chance City, Chloride Flats, Gold Dust, Hematite, Molybdenum, and Silver City.

    The Anglo settlers also brought railroads to New Mexico, and, like flowers along a stem, new settlements blossomed as the rail lines grew, tendril-like, throughout the state. Many of the settlements took the names of railroad officials, contractors, and workers: Duran, Engle, Grants, Gallup, Grenville, Hagerman, Otis, Ricardo, Torrance, Vaughn, and Willard.

    Then in the railroads' wake came homesteaders, creating hundreds of post offices, rural schools, and settlements. These communities, too, often took the names of the people who created them and lived there, frequently the name of the person in whose home the post office was located: Causey, Cliff, Dunken, Dwyer, Floyd, Grady, House, Pendaries, Ragland, Roy, and Watrous. Often the homesteaders' names reflected hope and optimism about a new life in New Mexico: Happy Valley, Pleasant Valley, Eden Valley, Liberty, Paradise Plains, Enterprise, and Harmony.

    (A note about names of post offices: in 1889 the postal department forbade two word names, so many pairs were elided into one, e.g., Whitewater; in 1951 this policy was abandoned, and many one-word names reverted to their original two-word forms.)

    Humor appears often in Anglo names: Gut Ache Mesa, where a camp cook on a cattle drive tried unsuccessfully to reheat beans; Pitchfork Canyon, near Hay Canyon; Pup Canyon, near Dog Canyon; Rough and Ready, a stage stop; Sunspot, site of a solar observatory; Top o' the World, on the Continental Divide; Badgerville, an early name for Hope, where settlers lived in dugouts, like badgers.

    And more than the Spaniards, the Anglos have transferred to New Mexico names from outside the state: Beenham, from Beenham, England; Carlsbad, from Karlsbad, Czechoslovakia; Derry, from Ireland; Regina, from Saskatchewan, Canada; Gascon, from France; Lesbia, from Greece; and names from numerous US states.

    Similarly, the Anglos have often been fond of manufacturing names, combining words and names to create new names: Colmor, on the border between Colfax and Mora Counties; Faywood, from the names of two local people, J.C. Fay and William Lockwood; Glenrio, from the English glen and the Spanish río; Omlee, honoring local rancher Oliver M. Lee; Rutheron, named by a rancher named Heron for his daughter, Ruth; Texico, on the Texas-New Mexico line; and Valmora, in the valley of the Mora River.

    Thus, as the centuries have passed, as people, languages, and cultures have inter-mingled, New Mexico's place-name autobiography has expanded and undergone continuous change.

    The autobiography still is being written. New places and thus new names are being created. New communities are springing up, such as Taylor Ranch and Paradise Hills near Albuquerque, Lee Acres in Farmington, and Butterfield Park in Las Cruces. In 1980 seven new wilderness areas were designated in New Mexico. In 1981 a new county, Cibola, was created. In 1987 and 1990 new national monuments, El Malpais National Monument and Petroglyph National Monuments, were established.

    At the same time, through institutions such as the NM Geographic Names Committee and the US Board on Geographic Names, names are being changed to reflect more accurately both New Mexico's history and the state's contemporary values. Names such as Niggerhead are being eliminated. Inaccurate or misleading transcriptions of Spanish and Indian names are being corrected. In the Chuska Mountains, Navajos have taken the initiative in replacing the name Washington Pass, honoring an Army colonel whose troops killed a Navajo leader, with the slain leader's name, Narbona.

    In the place-name autobiography of New Mexico, this book is but one chapter and an abridged one at that. The approximately 7,000 names here are but a fraction of all the names that have existed in New Mexico. Yet in this sample can be heard the voices of thousands of individualsmost anonymous and otherwise forgotten speaking in many languages, telling about their lives, their families, their relation to the land, their faith, their tragedy and humor, the incidents great and small they experienced and through naming remembered.

  


  
    THE GENESIS OF THIS BOOK

    Between 1936 and 1940, N.M. Writers' Project workers collected information for New Mexico: a Guide to the Colorful State, but except for what appeared in that book, the place-name information remained in files, unpublished. Then in 1948, at the N.M. Folklore Society's annual meeting, President Ina Sizer Cassidy proposed that the Society sponsor a place-name project; she agreed to chair a place-name commit-tee and to work with T.M. Pearce, the Society's editor of publications, in producing a place-name dictionary. A year later appeared the First Collection, a mimeographed publication containing 334 names. Subsequent collections followed, based upon material collected by Folklore Society members and workers with the Spanish Place Name Project at UNM, as well as upon letters solicited through G. Ward Fenley of the UNM News Bureau. Editing was done by Pearce, who in 1950 was elected editor of New Mexico Place Names.

    From this beginning, and with the support and assistance of his wife, Helen, Pearce assumed the responsibility for recording place-name information in New Mexico. This responsibility Pearce fulfilled with characteristic energy and diligence. He not only edited material collected by others, but he also undertook original research, leading to the publication of New Mexico Place Names in 1965 by UNM Press. Until his death in 1986 at the age of 84, Pearce never ceased tracking down place-name information and responding to the voluminous correspondence and inquiries that fall upon a state's place-name-expert-in-residence. For example, I came to him when I was researching Mountain Names (The Mountaineers Books, 1984); I found him warm, supportive, and helpful. In working on this present book, I spent several weeks at Special Collections in UNM's Zimmerman Library, going through Pearce's un-published notes and papers; I was humbled by the breadth and depth of the research he pursued, even when he was quite elderly, and throughout this work I have endeav-ored not only to incorporate the changes and revisions he would have made but also to give appropriate credit for the information he so painstakingly garnered. I also am gratified to have been able to incorporate into the present work information gath-ered by George Adlai Feather, linguist at NMSU who spent much of the latter part of his long and productive life visiting and researching towns mentioned by Pearce, with whom he corresponded.

    I have been extremely fortunate in having available to me resources Pearce did not have, such as GNIS, USBGN files, improved maps, postal records, recently published county histories, and other sources of information, but I gratefully acknowledge that his are the shoulders upon which I have stood in undertaking my own research.

  


  
    WHAT I INCLUDED, WHAT I DIDN'T

    This book contains approximately 4,400 names, but because the total number of named places in New Mexico very likely exceeds 75,000, throughout this project I was forced to decide which names to include and which to exclude. Clearly, major features would be included, but what about minor features, such as Laney Spring, near Luna in Catron County? Even most local residents have never heard of this place, yet its name recalls the family who brought the first herd of cattle to the area. Could I really exclude it?

    Such decisions always were very difficult, and in many cases, as with Laney Spring, I based my decision upon instinct rather than upon formal criteria. Nonetheless, I did establish certain guidelines I attempted, not always successfully, to follow:

    [image: images] Post offices. Since the first US post office was authorized at Santa Fe on Oct. 1, 1849, approximately 1,570 post offices have been established in New Mexico. Because their names usuallybut not alwayscoincided with those of the communities they served, and a post office is a de facto insignia of a community, I attempted to include every post office established in New Mexico from 1849 through 1991, though I excluded approved POs that were never actually operated. My source for New Mexico post offices has been Richard A. Helbock's 1981 Post Offices of New Mexico because it is the most current and comprehensive listing available.

    A post office does not always imply the existence of a distinct settlement, however, as often a post office would be established in a rancher's or homesteader's home to serve a diffuse rural population.

    Sometimes a postal name would displace an earlier community name, at least in official records. This happened often in Hispanic New Mexico, where a community's original name might be duplicated on a post office elsewhere in the state and thus be forbidden by postal authorities from being used again. In such an instance, the post office often was given the name of the first postmaster or postmistress, often an Anglo. My research has convinced me, however, that usually the original name survives in local usage.

    [image: images] Mountains. I've included every named summit in New Mexico 10,000 feet or higher, as well as summits of lesser elevation that nonetheless are prominent on the landscape, such as Sierra Grande in Union County, Robledo Mountain in Doña Ana County, and Cabezon in Sandoval County. After that, I've selected according to whether the feature is well-known locally or whether its name is interesting or has historical significance. My source for elevations has been the US Geological Survey's Geographic Information System (GNIS) list. I've also attempted to include most of the state's named mountain ranges.

    [image: images] Water bodies. I've attempted to include every river in New Mexico, even those that sometimes are rivers in name only (the lower Mimbres River rarely has water in it). Similarly, I've attempted to include every sizable lake. But I have not attempted to include every stream, spring, arroyo, or intermittent lake unless the name has special significance or interest.

    [image: images] Land grants. Land grants have been an important part of New Mexico geography, but I've omitted them from this book except where they figure in the history of another named place, such as a settlement.

    [image: images] Railroad sidings. These along with water stops, stations, section houses, and so forth all have had names and once were more important in the pubic consciousness, but I've omitted them except those that once had a post office, that coincided with a settlement, or that gave their name to another feature.

    [image: images] Abandoned settlements. If a name ever was used to designate a place where people lived, regardless of whether anything remains at the site now, I've tried to include it in this book. I've omitted only those names that appeared on but a single map and for which no other information exists, that have vanished not only on the ground but also from the memories and records of knowledgeable local historians.

    [image: images] Administrative areas. I have attempted to include all national parks and monuments, all state parks and monuments, all national forests and wildlife refuges, and all officially designated wilderness areas. Also included are all Indian reservations. Some administrative areas, such as the Warm Springs Indian Reservation and Leonard Wood County, linger only in memory, but their names are part of New Mexico's historical record.

    [image: images] Military sites. I've attempted to include most of New Mexico's named forts and camps, including those, such as Camp Plummer, that were quite ephemeral. Similarly, I've attempted to include past and present military bases.

    [image: images] Housing developments and subdivisions. Simply for practicality, I've excluded all named residential areas within a larger named area, such as the Snowheights Neighborhood in Albuquerque. I have, however, included named developments and suburbs that are geographically outside an affiliated urban area, such as Paradise Hills near Albuquerque and Butterfield Park near Las Cruces.

    [image: images] Just plain interesting names. Some features, though minor, have compellingly interesting names, and if I know the name's origin I have included it. Regrettably, however, the stories behind other intriguing names have eluded me, names such as Cañon de Tio Gordito (“canyon of the fat little uncle”), Dangerous Park, Howinahell Canyon, Granny Mountain, Humbug Creek, Mush Mountain, Piggly Wiggly Canyon, Popping Rock, Salvation Canyon, Sardine Mountain, and Wahoo Peak. Perhaps another time…

  


  
    HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

    This book contains approximately 7,000 names, listed alphabetically according to their specific term, not their generic. Thus an English name such as Mount Taylor is under Taylor, not Mount, and a Spanish name such as Ojo de los Ajuelos, “wild garlic spring,” is under Ajuelos and not Ojo. Similarly, definite articles are overlooked in alphabetizing names, especially those of natural features; a name like The Hogback is listed under H, while El Cerro appears under C. Unfortunately, these principles have many exceptions, especially for settlements; Las Cruces is under Las, not Cruces, and Los Alamos is under Los, not Alamos. I also chose to list Spanish river names under Rio.

    This book also contains extensive cross-referencing. Regarding a name change, previous names are cross-referenced to the present name; a name with variants is cross-referenced to the most commonly accepted variant (if one exists); and if any confusion exists as to what name is current or what variant is accepted, I have chosen the form approved by the U.S. Board on Geographic Names, as listed in the U.S. Geological Survey Geographic Names Information System (GNIS) Phase I and Phase II inventories. Within the text I have indicated variants, previous names, and names related to the main entry name by italics.

    I have not included guides to pronounciation, except where the locally accepted pronunciation is different from what a speaker of standard English or Spanish would expect. Thus I have noted that Thoreau, named for Henry David Thoreau, in New Mexico is pronounced tho-ROO or THROO, and Ledoux, named for a settler of French origin, locally is pronounced la-DOOX.

    Regarding Indian place names, with but few exceptions I've presented their meanings but not their sounds; even the best transliterations do no more than approximate the actual sounds of the Indian words, and transliterations encourage the gross corruptions from which Indian names have suffered over the years. Persons who want to hear the sound of the Indian names should consult a native speaker.

    After each name is a brief parenthetical summary including the county the feature presently occurs in (county boundaries have changed often in New Mexico), the type of feature if not obvious from the name, its location, and any post office information. While I have attempted to see as many features as possible on the ground and to see all of them on maps, and while I have tried assiduously to make the locations as accurate and current as possible, this book is not intended as a substitute for a good map. In preparing this book I used The Roads of New Mexico, based upon the maps of the N.M. Highway Department; these maps are excellent, both for the casual tourist and the more adventurous traveler. I also reviewed each of the more than 2,000 USGS 7.5-minute topographic maps covering New Mexico.

    But while this book should not supplant a map, I am aware that T. M. Pearce's New Mexico Place Names often has been used as a travel guide, so for each settlement I have tried to indicate its current status; many settlements have vanished completely, others are only ruins, some have only one or two inhabited residences, while others are more active communities, offering services to travelers.

  


  
    KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS

    Railroads:

    
      
      
      
        	
          AE RR

        
        	
          Albuquerque Eastern

        
      

      
        	
          AT&SF RR

        
        	
          Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe

        
      

      
        	
          A&NM RR

        
        	
          Arizona and New Mexico

        
      

      
        	
          A&EP RR

        
        	
          Artesia and El Paso

        
      

      
        	
          A&P RR

        
        	
          Atlantic and Pacific

        
      

      
        	
          CRI&P RR

        
        	
          Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific

        
      

      
        	
          CIM-NW RR

        
        	
          Cimarron and Northwestern

        
      

      
        	
          C&S RR

        
        	
          Colorado and Southern

        
      

      
        	
          C&TS RR

        
        	
          Cumbres and Toltec Scenic

        
      

      
        	
          D&RG RR

        
        	
          Denver and Rio Grande
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          Denver and Rio Grande Western

        
      

      
        	
          E&SF RR

        
        	
          Elkhart and Santa Fe

        
      

      
        	
          EP&NE RR

        
        	
          El Paso and Northeastern

        
      

      
        	
          EP&RI RR

        
        	
          El Paso and Rock Island
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          El Paso and Southwestern
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          New Mexico Central
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          New Mexico Midland
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          Panhandle and Santa Fe
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          Pecos Valley
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          Pecos Valley and Northeastern

        
      

      
        	
          PD DAWSON RR

        
        	
          Phelps-Dodge Dawson

        
      

      
        	
          RI RR

        
        	
          Rock Island
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          Rio Grande Eastern
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          Rio Grande, Mexico, and Pacific
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          Santa Fe, Albuquerque, and Pacific
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          Santa Fe Central
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          Santa Fe Northern
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          Santa Fe Northwestern
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          Santa Fe Pacific
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          Santa Fe, Raton, and Des Moines
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          Silver City, Deming, and Pacific
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          Southern Pacific

        
      

      
        	
          StLRM&P RR

        
        	
          St. Louis, Rocky Mountain, and Pacific
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          Texas and New Mexico

        
      

    

    Numbered roads and highways:
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          Interstate highway
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          County road
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          Forest Road

        
      

    

    States:
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          AR

        
      

      
        	
          California

        
        	
          CA
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          CT

        
      

      
        	
          Delaware

        
        	
          DE
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    Other:

    
      
      
      
        	
          BIA

        
        	
          Bureau of Indian Affairs

        
      

      
        	
          BLM

        
        	
          Bureau of Land Management

        
      

      
        	
          Co.

        
        	
          Company

        
      

      
        	
          Corp.

        
        	
          Corporation

        
      

      
        	
          Dept.

        
        	
          Department

        
      

      
        	
          Gov.

        
        	
          Governor

        
      

      
        	
          E, W, S, N

        
        	
          east, west, south, north

        
      

      
        	
          ENMU

        
        	
          Eastern New Mexico University

        
      

      
        	
          GNIS

        
        	
          Geographic Names Information System

        
      

      
        	
          NMSU

        
        	
          New Mexico State University

        
      

      
        	
          NPS

        
        	
          National Park Service

        
      

      
        	
          PO

        
        	
          post office

        
      

      
        	
          Pres.

        
        	
          President

        
      

      
        	
          RR

        
        	
          railroad

        
      

      
        	
          UNM

        
        	
          University of New Mexico

        
      

      
        	
          US

        
        	
          United States

        
      

      
        	
          USBGN

        
        	
          US Board on Geographic Names

        
      

      
        	
          USFS

        
        	
          US Forest Service

        
      

      
        	
          USGS

        
        	
          US Geological Survey

        
      

      
        	
          WNMU

        
        	
          Western New Mexico University

        
      

    

  


  
    THE N.M. GEOGRAPHIC NAMES COMMITTEE AND THE U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

    Imagine the chaos if individuals had one name on their driver's license, another on their banking records, another on their medical records, and still others on other documents. In the last century, when vast new areas of the US were being explored and mapped, the confusion of names in government publications was similar to the above situation, so much so that in 1890 the US Board on Geographic Names (USBGN) was created to standardize names appearing on federal maps. Since then the USBGN has continued to set policy and make decisions regarding new names and name changes. The primary criterion for most USBGN decisions is local usage, and to determine which names are indeed recognized and used by local people the USBGN relies heavily on the recommendations of state names authorities. In New Mexico, this responsibility has been given to the Geographic Names Committee of the NM Geographic Information Council. For the past ten years it has been my privilege to chair this committee, and we have tried conscientiously to help ensure that the state's names accurately reflect the history and preferences of the people who live with them. The USBGN publishes its decisions regularly, and all decisions regarding New Mexico names have been incorporated into this book.

    The Geographic Names

    Information System (GNIS)

    Beginning around 1960, the US Geological Survey (USGS) recognized a growing need for a relatively complete inventory of the nation's three to five million place names, and by 1978 the burgeoning of computer technology had made such an inventory possible. Undertaken with the cooperation and support of the US Board on Geographic Names (USBGN), the Geographic Names Information System (GNIS) consists of a two-phase state-by-state inventory of the nation's place names. Phase I consisted of inventorying all names appearing on USGS quadrangles, the basic large-scale maps of the US. In New Mexico, Phase I was completed in 1980 and resulted in a file of approximately 26,000 place names, each identified by county, feature class, coordinate, elevation (where appropriate), and map source. In 1991 the UNM Earth Data Analysis Center began Phase II, a three-year project with me as director; Phase II added to the original database many more names and much more information, gleaned from other federal, state, and local maps, as well as from historic maps, charts, postal records, census records, county histories, oral traditions, and other sources. Phase II also researched and recorded name variants.

    While neither Phase I nor Phase II includes detailed historical or anecdotal information about place names, GNIS nonetheless contributes greatly to a more detailed and accurate portrait of New Mexico's namescape, and it has been a great asset in the preparation of this book. GNIS has allowed me to record the distribution of certain common names, as well as to ascertain their locations. For example, it is both revealing and interesting to know that the name element “cottonwood” and its variants appears more than 215 times throughout New Mexico; that the state has at least 20 features in 14 counties named High Lonesome, many of them windmills; and that at least 12 places here are named Hell.

    GNIS is an ongoing process, with new names constantly being recorded and added. The numerical total of name occurrences were taken primarily from the Phase I compilation; thus, the actual totals could be higher.

  


  
    A WORD ABOUT FOLK ETYMOLOGY

    Ask someone connected with tourism in Tucumcari about the origin of this curious name, and the chances are great you'll hear a tale about an Apache chief, his daughter Kari, and her lover Tocom. The tale is pure fiction; the name's real origin is obscure but likely is a corruption of a Plains Indian word meaning “lookout,” referring to the mountain south of town. Nonetheless, the tale, like most New Mexico legends, not only persists but actually grows stronger each year.

    Tucumcari is an excellent example of a process well-known to names scholars whereby people invent, not always consciously, a plausible explanation for a name whose real origin they don't know. The process is called folk-etymology, and examples in New Mexico are legion. How often, for example, is it repeated that Puerto de Luna was named when Coronado in 1541 beheld the moon rising over a gap in the mountains and exclaimed, “gate of the moon!”? In fact, Puerto de Luna means “Lunas' gap,” for the Luna family that still lives in the area.

    This is not to debunk names having colorful origins, as many names indeed do, but rather to encourage a healthy skepticism regarding some of the explanations current in New Mexico. Some of the better-known names often subject to folk-etymology are: Cimarron, High Rolls, La Luz, Las Cruces, Mora, Hatchet Mountains, Tortugas, and Sangre de Cristo.

  


  
    THE PEOPLE BEHIND THE NAMES

    Place names are created by people. When one works with large numbers of names, however, it sometimes is easy to forget this obvious fact, to begin to treat names merely as impersonal records to be noted, cataloged, and filed. But as I traveled the roads of New Mexico and talked to the people who live with the names, I was reminded constantly of my responsibility to show these names not as mere labels on a map but as part of the personal histories of people like myself.

    I recall driving north from Clovis one evening to see if I could locate the site of the little homesteader community of Hollene. For some reason the name especially intrigued me, and I wanted to see what was there. I found that Hollene had vanished completely, except for a solitary long-abandoned buildingand a cemetery. In the deepening evening light I walked among the graves, looking at headstones, and to my surprise saw one that was very recent. I realized then that while Hollene now is barely a footnote even in local history, to at least some people it will always be home.

    I had many such moments during my research:

    [image: images] Listening to Audrey Alpers and her brother, Frank, of Raton recall going to dances at the long-abandoned locality of Hoxie.

    [image: images] Hearing George Dannenbaum of Grants tell of the time he helped a Navajo man in a bar-fight in Correo.

    [image: images] Reading the messages on early 20th-century postcards collected by Wade Shipley of Lovington, sent from places long since vanished.

    [image: images] Sitting in a bar in Mora as Mike Montoya asked the bartender why Mora neighborhoods have names such as Juarez and China Block.

    [image: images] Eating lunch in a cabin in remote Luna County and listening to rancher Alvin Laney tell how his ancestors immigrated from Utah and camped at a spring still called Laney Spring.

    [image: images] Driving with D. Ray Blakely and Bill Wheatley as they explained the proper angle from which Bible Top Hill should be viewed to understand its name.

    [image: images] Sitting in a cafe in Wagon Mound with Anita Wiggins and Margarita Abeyta as they recalled the good times of their childhood in places like Tiptonville and Optimo.

    [image: images] Listening to a tape-recording made by Ray Burrola of 92-year-old Martha Carrillo's recollections of her youth in the Hondo Valley.

    [image: images] Sitting in May Walter's apartment listening to her describe how her husband determined that Wheeler Peak was the state's highest summit.

    [image: images] Seeing in the Aztec Museum an old photo of Peter Knickerbocker, for whom the Knickerbocker Hills were named; the photo shows him at a Fourth of July parade on stilts and in his Uncle Sam costume.

    [image: images] Drinking coffee with Sam Jones of Binghamhe and his wife are the village's only residentsand listening to how selling rattlesnakes enabled him to continue living there.
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    A

    A MOUNTAIN (Doña Ana). See Tortugas Mountain.

    ABAJO (general). Spanish, “down, below.” In early times, Spanish-speaking people in communities strung along a road or stream often called the localities' extremities Arriba, “above,” and Abajo, “below,” the Spanish equivalents of Upper and Lower. This occurred in such communities as Canjilon and Corrales. See Río Abajo.

    ABBOTT (Colfax; on US 56, 20 mi E of Springer; PO as Abbott 1881, as Sauz 190405, as Abbott 190535 in Harding County; moved 11 miles to Colfax County, 193566, mail to Springer). Abbott was named for its first postmaster, Horace C. Abbott. Horace and his brother, Jerome, were prominent sheep ranchers, and Horace formed a partnership with Sol Floersheim that came to be known as the “King of the Sheep Companies.” In 190203 the EP&SW RR came through to haul coal from Dawson to Tucumcari, and Abbott Station, now abandoned, was established nearby. About this time the community of Abbot briefly was called Sauz, Spanish, “willow,” but it soon reverted to Abbott. Abbott remained primarily just a PO and mercantile store until homesteaders arrived around 1915, when the population mushroomed. When the PO moved to Colfax County in 1935, the new settlement sometimes was referred to as New Abbott. Most houses in New Abbott have been abandoned, but a few inhabited residences survive; Old Abbott is abandoned, the townsite within a ranch. Abbott Lake is 9 mi SW of Abbott.

    ABEYTAS (Socorro; settlement; on US 85, 14 mi S of Belen; PO 191445, mail to Bosque). Also known as Los Abeytas, this is one of several small Hispanic settlements along the Rio Grande whose names refer to families. The surname Abeyta evolved from de Veitia, possibly of Basque origin. Persons with this name entered New Mexico in 1692, and a Don Diego de Veitiathe name has been spelled numerous wayswas in Santa Fe in 1701. In 1735 an Antonio de Abeyta was listed as an officer in the militia at Santa Cruz, and as early as 1736 the Antonio de Abeyta Grant was made, 5 mi W of Embudo, on the Rio Ojo Caliente. Also in the 18th century, a member of this family married into a Rio Abajo family, and from a cluster of people named Abeyta evolved the place name Los Abeytas.

    ABIQUIU (Rio Arriba; on US 84, 18 mi NW of Española; PO 1852 to present, with interruptions and temporary change to Joseph in 1884). This His-panic settlement's name preserves, at least in some form, the name of the Tewa Indian Pueblo upon whose ruins the village originally was built. The name's meaning is obscure, though not for lack of research. All researchers agree the name is a corruption of a Pueblo Indian word, almost certainly Tewa. Some researchers have said it is a corruption of a word used at San Juan Pueblo to mean “ruins.” Others have said it means “timber end place.” Others have suggested the abandoned pueblo's name was Abechiu, said to mean “hooting of an owl.” Still others have suggested such meanings as “large grove” and “chokecherry.” Stanley Crocchiola summarized the situation best when he said, “With such diversified interpretations we can only say that the proper meaning is lost in antiquity.”

    The old pueblo was located at a place called La Puente, a mesa on the Rio Chama's south bank, about 3 mi SE of the present village. The pueblo was abandoned, probably in the 1500s, and subsequently the Chama Valley here was shared by Utes, Apaches, and Navajos.

    Abiquiu was slow in being settled by the Spanish, despite being fertile, well-watered, and only 40 miles from Santa Fe, the capital. The first settlers arrived at the old pueblo site in the 1740s and called their community Santa Rosa de Lima de Abiquiú, for their patron saint. In August, 1747, after devastating Indian raids, the villagers of Abiquiu, along with residents of Ojo Caliente and Pueblo Quemado (now Cordova), petitioned for permission to abandon their village and move to safer locations. That same year the present village of Abiquiu was founded by genízaros, Hispanicized Indians. These included some Hopis from north-central Arizona, and the buckskin leggings of these people inspired a nickname, “Big Leggings,” for the village. Like the earlier village, the new one had a church and a patron saint, Santo Tomás.

    Santa Rosa de Lima de Abiquiu was resettled in 1754, and the new village, Santo Tomás de Abiquiu, more commonly known simply as Abiquiu, grew as well and became a major Indian trade center. Santa Rosa de Lima de Abiquiu continued to be occupied into the 1800s, and its church was used into the 20th century, but now only a crumbling adobe wall remains, though restoration has been undertaken. Modern Abiquiu was made famous by being the longtime residence of artist Georgia O'Keeffe whose paintings often reflect the local landscape. Abiquiu has at least two suburbs, or neighborhoods: El Curuco, Spanish, “the tick, louse” to the W; and La Careda, Spanish, “the race,” to the S.

    Abiquiu Creek rises S of Abiquiu and flows through the village into the Rio Chama. Mesa de Abiquiu also is S of Abiquiu the village.

    Abiquiu Mountain (Rio Arriba). See Polvadera Peak.

    ABO (Torrance; archaeological/historic site; just N of US 60, 8 mi SW of Mountainair). As early as the Rodgriguez expedition of 158182 the Spanish were aware of an Indian pueblo at this site, and in 1598 Don Juan de Oñate visited an Indian pueblo here, one he identified as belonging to the Jumanos Indians, a Tompiro-speaking group, and that he called Abó. In 1629 Fray Francisco de Acevedo founded the Mission of San Gregorio here by building adjacent to the pueblo a large church and convento. But despite the church's massive walls that have survived more than 300 years, the mission and the pueblo could not withstand the persistent Apache raids that also plagued their neighbors at Quarai and Gran Quivira, and like them the mission and the pueblo were abandoned prior to the Pueblo Revolt of 1680. For reasons not known, the Tompiro pueblo bore a name resembling Abo and said to mean “water bowl.” Abo Spring is 4 mi W of Abo ruins, at Abo Pass. The name S. Gregorio de Abó appeared on the Peñalosa map, prepared in 168688.

    The ancient ruins were made a state monument in 1939; in 1981 the site became a unit of what is now Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument. See also Tenabo.

    Abo Pass (Valencia; 4 mi W of Abo ruins). A shallow gap separating the Manzano Mountains to the N and the Los Pinos Mountains to the S. Mentioned by Major J.H. Carleton in 1853.

    ABO (Torrance; settlement; adjacent to archaeological site; PO 191014, mail to Mountainair).

    ABREU (Colfax; settlement; on the Rayado River, 23 mi W of Springer, 12 mi S of Cimarron, on NM 21). When Lucien Maxwell, of the famous Maxwell land grant, departed from the pioneer settlement known then as Rayado, Maxwell's interests were managed by the Spaniard, José Pley. But when Pley also departed to return to Europe, his interest in the Rayado Ranch fell to Jesús G. Abreu, a son-in-law of Charles Beaubien, one of the original grantees. Abreu (locally pronounced ah-BRAY-yoo) spent the rest of his life in the area, and the Rayado settlement acquired his surname. His descendants still live in Las Vegas, and once a year they return to Abreu/Rayado to tend the Abreu cemetery there. Rayado/Abreu now is managed by the Philmont Scout Ranch. See Rayado.

    Abreu Canyon (Colfax, heads SE of Beatty Lakes, NW of Cimarron, and flows SE into North Poñil Creek).

    ABUELO (Mora; settlement; in the Cebolla Valley, 3 mi SW of Mora). This Spanish name means “grandfather,” though in NM Spanish, abuelo also can mean “bogeyman,” and the abuelo is one of the dancers in the Matachines ceremonies, terrifying children and exhorting them to say their prayers. Locally, this tiny inhabited Hispanic settlement is said to bear this name because someone's grandfather lived here.

    ACEQUIA MADRE (general). Strictly speaking, this Spanish term means “mother ditch,” the main canal that supplies irrigation water to smaller distribution ditches, but there's much more to the term than just that. Acequia is derived from an Arabic word that originally referred to the irrigation ditches used in North Africa; the Moorish invasion of Spain in the 8th century A.D. introduced the term to Spain, from whence it came to the New World. In NM the term acequia madre not only designated the main ditch but also symbolized the importance of water to the region. By 1900, more than 60 acequias madres existed in the Rio Grande Valley alone, each controlled by its mayordomo, or “ditch boss,” a position of considerable influence and prestige as its holder is responsible for distributing the precious water and organizing the community each year to maintain the canal system. The old ditch on the S side of the Santa Fe River in Santa Fe is called specifically Acequia Madre, and the name has been transferred to an adjacent street.

    ACME (Chaves; just S of US 70, 17 mi NE of Roswell; PO 190646, mail to Roswell). Acme was named for the Acme Gypsum Cement Co., which built a mill here that produced plaster and cement blocks until 1936. Now the mill, like the settlement nearby, has all but vanished; only foundations remain. Half a mile away, N of US 70, is the Acme Cemetery. 100 yards to the E is the stone shell of the Frazier School.

    ACOMA PUEBLO (Cibola; settlement; 13 mi S of 140 at Casa Blanca). When Fray Marcos de Niza in 1539 became the first non-Indian to hear of this Keresan village perched atop a 350-foot-high mesa, the name he remembered was Ahacus. When Hernando de Alvarado, with Coronado's expedition, the next year actually visited the pueblo, he heard its name as Acuco. It was not until 1583, with the visit of Antonio de Espejo, that the current spelling was first used. Acoma is Keresan and means “people of the white rock”; aco, “white rock,” ma “people,” though the visitor center at Acoma Pueblo relates an oral tradition that when the Acoma people left the Shipapu the place of emergence into this world, in the north, they traveled south until they found Hak'u, “the place prepared.”

    Tribal traditions tell that the people of Acoma once lived on Enchanted Mesa just to the NE, settling in their present location after being forced to abandon Enchanted Mesa. Though the pueblo of Acoma is a natural citadel, it was beseiged successfully by Governor Oñate's soldiers in 1599 in reprisal for the killing of Oñate's nephew. The mission at Acoma was established in 1629 and dedicated to St. Stephen the Protomartyr, but his feast day, December 26, was so close to Christmas that St. Stephen, king of Hungary, whose feast day is September 2, became the pueblo's patron instead.

    Several thousand persons may have lived at Acoma in 1540; today only a small population remains. Most Acoma Indians now live at McCartys, Acomita, and other Acoma Reservation settlements with better access and living conditions, though the ancient village is likely to survive as an important ceremonial center and tourist attraction. The pueblo's lofty location atop the mesa has led it often to be called Sky City.

    Acoma Creek heads E of the pueblo to join the Rio San Jose at New Laguna.

    ACOMILLA (Socorro; historic site; N of Alamillo and S of Sevilleta). During the colonial period, Acomilla, “little Acoma” was a landmark associated with the ba-salt-capped mesa of the present San Acacia area. A 1631 reference mentions an estancia and a pueblo here. It has been said the pueblo was called Alamillo, “little cottonwood” with Acomilla being the hill north of the pueblo. The origin of Acomilla is unknown.

    ACOMITA (Cibola; on the Acoma Indian Reservation, approximately 11 mi W of Laguna, S of 140; PO 190506, 191258, mail to San Fidel). Acomita, Spanish, “little Acoma,” was settled, as its name implies, by residents of Acoma Pueblo to the S around 1870, when the danger of Navajo and Apache raids had passed and the Keresan agriculturalists could safely develop the fertile lands adjacent to the the Rio San Jose.

    ADAIR CANYON, SPRING (Catron; 2.5 mi SE of Luna). Newton Adair camped at the spring and developed it. His descendants still live in the area.

    ADAM HOAGUE LAKE (Catron; in the Mogollon Mountains, 4 mi SE of Bearwallow Mountain, 20 mi E of Mogollon). A man with this name attempted to homestead here.

    ADAMS DIGGINGS (Catron; rural PO; 15 mi NE of Quemado, just E of the Continental Divide; PO 193045, mail to Pie Town). Among the Southwest's most celebrated and sought-after legendary lost mines, the Adams Diggings was named for a prospector named Adams who escaped from an Apache massacre of his fellow miners to tell of a fabulously wealthy lode that he never was able to relocate. It has been estimated to be within a triangle with corners at Grants, Silver City, and Alpine, AZ; treasure hunters have spent countless hours searching within this huge area.

    But for a time the Adams Diggings was easy to find; one simply had to look on the state highway map where a locality appeared by that name. As a hobby, a NM Highway Dept. employee had spent time looking for the Diggings, finding only rattlesnakes, and when the employee in 1936 temporarily was assigned to mapmaking, as a joke he put on a draft map a small circle in an uninhabited area N of Pie Town where he'd been searching and labeled it Adams Diggings. Through oversight, the site appeared on the new map and remained there for many years, eliciting numerous inquiries to the Highway Dept. A rural post office named Adams Diggings existed NE of Quemado from 193045, near the site identified on the map.

    ADAMS LAKE (Colfax; in NW part of county, between Castle Rock and Ash Mountain). Named for a prominent local family.

    ADBURG (Quay; settlement; on CRI&P RR and US 54, 5 mi NE of Tucumcari). Now primarily a RR siding, Adburg took the name of its first settler.

    ADELINO (Valencia; settlement; on NM 47, 3 mi S of Tome; PO 191116; mail to Tome). The present name for this small but growing settlement on the Rio Grande's E bank was bestowed by Jesús Sánchez, an early settler and prominent citizen, to honor his first-born son, Adelino Sánchez. But early census records and the recollections of long-time residents indicate that the village originally was called Los Enlames, “green moss, slime” such as exists along the Rio Grande in swampy areas, and it was mentioned by this name in Governor Armijo's report of 1840. The village also has been referred to as Los Ranchos de Tomé, “the farmsteads of Tome.”

    ADEN (Doña Ana; settlement; in SW part of county on SP RR; PO, 189498). Aden, now just a RR siding, was created and named when the SP RR tapped a spring in the nearby Aden Hills and piped water to a water stop. All the Aden names in the areasiding, Aden Hills, Aden Lava Flowlikely are derived from Aden Cone, named by the RR and located, like the famed Rock of Aden on the sea route from Suez to India, in the crater of an extinct volcano, the Crater of Aden, 1 mi SE of Aden. Aden Cone was mined for cinders. The Aden Hills, 4 mi NE of Aden, are low, inconspicuous hills.

    ADOBE (Socorro; on US 380, 32 mi E of San Antonio; PO, 193338, mail to Bingham). Several places in NM have Spanish names referring to the locality's soil, among them Tierra Amarilla (Rio Arriba, “yellow earth”), Arenal (Bernalillo, “sandy”), Negra (Torrance, “black”), and this abandoned settlement. The term adobe, Arabic in origin, was brought by the Spanish to the New World, where it sometimes is corrupted by English speakers into dobe, or dobie.

    AEROPLANE MESA (Catron; in Gila Wilderness, near headwaters of Middle Fork of Gila River). As local people tell the story, Claire Chennault, later of Flying Tiger fame in WW II, and other pilots of the US Army mail service would touch down often on this remote mesa, hike down to the Middle Fork of the Gila River, fish, and then return. On at least one occasion, however, Chennault's plane crashed here, hence the name.

    AFTON (Doña Ana; postal locality; on SP RR 20 mi SW of Las Cruces; PO, 192441). Only loading chutes and foundations mark the site of this former PO along the RR. The name's origin is unknown, though Scots-Irish ancestry was common among RR workers, and the Afton River of Scotland is a likely eponym.

    AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE (Doña Ana). See University Park.

    AGUA (Santa Fe; settlement; 2.5 mi S of Golden, 0.5 mi W of NM 14). Once part of the San Pedro Land Grant, this former settlement took its name from a bountiful spring, which gave a name to Cañón del Agua nearby. Local people recognize the locality as the site of the Palo Amarillo Ranch, and while the settlement has vanished, the locality still is inhabited.

    AGUA AZUL (Cibola). See Bluewater.

    AGUA CHIQUITA CREEK (Otero; heads in the Sacramento Mountains, runs NE to join the Rio Peñasco). Spanish, “pretty little water,” and numerous summer camps and cabins along the creek, along with the name, testify to the creek's pleasantness. Most natural features in this region bear names given by Span-ish-speaking settlers of the 1800s; later English-speaking settlers often corrupted the Spanish pronunciations; the creek's name sometimes is pronounced AH-wah chi-KEET.

    AGUA DEL LOBO (Taos). See Lobo.

    AGUA FRIA (general). This Spanish name meaning “cold water” occurs 15 times in NM (GNIS), usually on creeks. Names referring to “hot water,” especially ojo caliente, “hot springs,” occur 9 times (GNIS).

    AGUA FRIA. (Colfax; settlement; between Angel Fire and Eagle Nest, at junction of US 64 and NM 38; PO 191933, mail to Therma). Small inhabited settlement in the southern Moreno Valley, named for West Agua Fria Creek, which joins Cieneguilla Creek at the village of Agua Fria. Agua Fria Peak, 11,086 ft., is 7 mi SE of the village; Agua Fria Lake is NE of Agua Fria Peak.

    AGUA FRIA (Santa Fe; settlement; SW of Santa Fe on the Santa Fe River, 3 mi N of 125). Inhabited community, now a suburb of Santa Fe, that takes its name from frigid water
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