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PREFACE:




The remaining monolithic downtown towers reflect a valid testament and legacy crowning Pittsburgh’s gilded era. Influential industrialists and financiers such as Andrew Carnegie, H. J. Heinz, Thomas and Andrew Mellon and Henry Clay Frick immortalized their wealth and industry dominance by hiring the era’s premier architecture firms and architects. The results created a concentration of accomplishment and innovation highlighted by aesthetics.




During the late 19th and early 20th century, these capitalist titans dominated the steel, coal, metals, cigar and railroad industries. Streaming revenues, public works projects and abundant employment created a pulsating economy. Department and retail store chains such as Kaufmann’s, Horne’s, Gimbels and G. C. Murphy flourished. In 1955, over 40% of the local workforce was directly tied to manufacturing employment. That sector would become unprepared for the volatile changes prompted by international competition introduced towards the conclusion of the twentieth century.




By the time the steel industry collapsed in the early 1980s, the effects of massive unemployment had already stymied the local economy. Pittsburgh would be compelled to diversify employment emphasis following the Millennium towards high technology, health care, professional services, tourism, finance and education.




This illustrated edition profiles over 85 downtown historic structures that remain local icons built from the earlier prosperous era. The majority has undergone major renovations and identity transformation. The results have created a reinvigorated downtown core that has polished the sheen on many of these remarkable gems.




Among the structures profiled include the renowned William Penn Hotel, Union Trust Building, Arrott Building, Henry Oliver Building, Press House, Heinz Hall, Horne’s and Kauffmann’s Department Stores, Keenan Building, Pittsburgh City Council, Hendel Skinny Building, German National Bank, Park Building and numerous significant others.




Architects and firms credited include Frederick J. Osterling, Frank Lloyd Wright, Frederick C. Sauer, Henry Hobson Richardson, MacClure and Spahr, Charles Bickel, Harold Crosby, Titus de Bobula, James T. Steen, Edward Stotz, Daniel Burnham, Trowbridge & Livingston, Thomas H. Scott, Edward B. Lee, Henry Hornbostel, Longfellow, Alden & Harlow, Janssen & Cocken, Theophilus P. Chandler, Edward B. Lee, Andrew Peebles, Longfellow, Alden & Harlow, Janssen & Cocken, Theophilus P. Chandler, Rapp & Rapp, John M. Donn, ThenDesign Architecture, Benno Janssen, William Cocken, Thomas Hannah, Philip Jullien, Andrew W. Peebles, George B. Post, Charles Bartberger, Grosvenor Atterbury, Webber and Wurster, George M. Rowland, Gordon W. Lloyd, Peabody and Stearns.




SOURCES: NicholasCoffee.us, FatherPitt.com, PittsburghMagazine.com, Apps.Pittsburghpa.gov, HistoricPittsburg.org, SiteseePittsburgh.wordpress.com, TheClio.com, Loopnet.com, PHIF.org, SkyscraperCenter.com, Wikipedia.org, DLAPlus.com, Birgo.com, MarketSquarePlace.com, PennCommons.com, Post-Gazette.com, DoorsOpenPgh.org, EwartDotOrg.davidwart.com, BrooklineConnection.com, Bizjournals.com, The Daily Post-Pittsburgh, FPCP.org, DoorsOpenPgh.com, FlcPittsburgh.org, Diopitt.org, Lubertadler.com, PittsburghMagazine.com, Apps.Pittsburghpa.gov, KeystoneFlats.com, NextPittsburgh.com, SkyscraperCenter.com, Office-Hub.com, Flickr.com, LawrenceHallPgh.com, PittsburghPA.gov, NextPittsburgh.com, EightandPenn.com, Classicist.org, SAH-Archipedia.org, HistoricPittsburgh.org, Archive.Triblive.com, Flickr.com, TheRooseveltBuilding.com, PAHistoricPreservation.com, TrustArts.org, TrinityCathedralPGH.org, RauhJewishArchives.org, and AbandonedOnline.net.
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Siam Restaurant/Commercial Structures

410-414 First Avenue

The 4-story brick and concrete block building was completed in 1920 in the Century American Movement Commercial style. It has been employed primarily for warehousing and commercial trade. The 6-story erratic brick commercial structure was completed in 1906 and credited to architect Titus de Bobula. The structure underwent a major renovation during 1971. Ghost lettering for Highland Coffee and Buddha Tea remain on the center building. The right corner segment on 410 First Street is currently employed by Siam Restaurant specializing in Thai cuisine.
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Hartley-Rose Belting Company Building

425-427 First Avenue

Designed by architect Edward Stotz, the 7-story Beaux Arts design building was completed in 1906. The company manufactured and sold industrial belts.

[image: Image] belts.




Shields Rubber Company Building/First Avenue Lofts

436 First Avenue

The 10-Story Shields Rubber Company Building was completed in 1903. In 1989, the building was restored including the addition of an additional floor.
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Commonwealth Annex/Keystone Flats Building

319 Third Avenue

The 8-Story Commonwealth Annex Building was completed during the 1890s constructed in the Richardsonian style. The building was originally U-shaped with a central atrium and mechanical penthouse. The structure gradually fell into disrepair following a two-decade vacancy. During the early 2000s, a major renovation rescued the structure from demolition. The renamed Keystone Flats Building has been converted into an upscale student housing community featuring 88 fully furnished units with amenities.
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Burke Building

209-211 Fourth Avenue

The Burke Building has the distinction of being the oldest standing commercial and only remaining large local Greek Revival styled structure. The Burke was one of the few structures that survived the 1845 Great Fire that destroyed over 1,000 downtown buildings. Constructed in 1836 by English architect John Chislett for attorneys Andrew and Robert Burke, the 3-Story building has been credited with being the first major downtown office building and centerpiece of the financial district. The façade walls are composed of sandstone cut from local quarries. The interior includes a central staircase rising to three stories, four fireplaces, plank flooring and tin ceilings. 
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Machesney/Benedum-Trees Building

223 Fourth Avenue

Commissioned by Caroline Jones Machesney, the daughter and sole heir of a Pittsburgh financier, local architect Thomas H. Scott completed the 19-Story structure in 1905. The building became the first local skyscraper in Pittsburgh ordered by and constructed for a woman. The exterior is composed of light-colored granite, white brick and terra cotta. The edifice was called the Machesney Building until 1913 when Machesney sold it to Joe Trees and Michael Late Benedum, two local entrepreneurs who’d made their fortune in the oil industry. For the subsequent forty years, both men had offices on the fifteenth floor.
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Insurance Exchange/Investment Building

239 Fourth Avenue

Washington D.C. Architect John M. Donn designed the 21-Story Insurance Exchange neo-classical skyscraper exterior with limestone and contrasting textured brick. The tower opened in 1927 corresponding in height with the neighboring Arrott and Benedum-Trees Buildings. The structure would be later renamed the Investment Building. The building currently leases office space to professional, commercial and technology companies.
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Centennial Building

241 Fourth Avenue

The 3-Story Centennial Building was completed in 1876 as a commercial and professional property. In 2013, the tin ceilings were restored and new office spaces created. The Pisanchyn Law Firm currently occupies the ground floor level.
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Union National Bank/The Carlyle

306 Fourth Avenue

The 21-Story Union Bank Building was completed in 1906. The institution was originally established in 1857 operating at the corner of Market Street and Fourth Avenue. In July 1906, the bank was consolidated with N. Holmes & Sons. In 1981, the bank merged with Integra Bank who was taken over five years later by National City Bank of Cleveland. In 2008, PNC Financial bought out National City Bank. 


Architecture firm McClure and Spahr gave the tower a rounded corner at the main entrance providing street access emphasis. The interior lobby features green Cipollino marble columns and ceiling with silver-dollar motifs. In 2006, the structure was renamed The Carlyle and converted into 61 condominiums including a penthouse. 
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People’s Savings Bank/Bank Tower Building

307 Fourth Avenue

Constructed in 1902 and designed by Boston architects Alden & Harlow, the People’s Savings Bank was reinforced with steel framing. The exterior features rusticated pink granite, pronounced red brick and terra cotta detailing. The entrance arches feature sculptures by John Massay Rhind. The building was formerly part of a mall that closed in 1987. The following year, Edward Ryan purchased the structure at a sheriff’s sale and donated the building
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