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Chapter 1: Yusuf Is Born Into a Prophetic Family
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[image: image]Chapter 1: Yusuf Is Born Into a Prophetic Family


rophet Yusuf (alayhis-salam) was not born into just any household. He was the son of Prophet Yaqub ( Jacob, alayhis-salam), who was the son of Ishaq (Isaac, alayhis-salam), and the grandson of Ibrahim (Abraham, alayhis-salam).  This was a family chosen by Allah, one

generation after another.

Yusuf was raised in a house of faith, knowledge, and responsibility. His father, Yaqub, taught him about Tawheed (the oneness of Allah), about good character, about honesty, and about the importance of being just with others. It was a home where the children saw what it meant to follow Allah’s commands in daily life — in how you treat your brothers, in how you speak, and in how you act when nobody is watching. Yaqub had many sons, and Yusuf was among the youngest. From early on, it was clear that Yusuf was different. He was
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intelligent, calm, respectful, and beloved by his father. He asked deep questions. He paid attention when Yaqub spoke about Allah and the Prophets. His brothers noticed that Yaqub seemed to love Yusuf more than them — and this became a problem.

But Yaqub was not unfair. He loved all his sons, but he saw something special in Yusuf. And indeed, Allah had chosen Yusuf for a unique mission — a mission that none of them could yet imagine.

One night, young Yusuf came to his father with a dream. He said:

“O my father, indeed I have seen eleven stars and the sun and the moon; I saw them prostrating to me.”


(Surah Yusuf, 12:4)



Yaqub immediately understood that this dream was not ordi- nary. It was a sign of prophethood — a message from Allah that Yusuf would be honored in the future. But Yaqub also feared for his son. He replied:

“O my son, do not relate your vision to your brothers or they will devise a plan against you. Indeed, Satan is to man a clear enemy.”


(Surah Yusuf, 12:5)



From this early moment, we see the first reality of life: even in a family of prophets, jealousy can enter. Even among brothers, the whispers of Shaytan can bring division.

Yaqub wanted to protect Yusuf — not only from physical harm, but from the jealousy that was already growing. He told him to keep his dream secret. But Yusuf’s brothers were

[image: image]

CHAPTER 1: YUSUF IS BORN INTO A PROPHETIC FAMILY


already watching. They were already comparing. And soon, their thoughts would turn into action.

This is where the story truly begins — not in the sky, not in poetry — but in the reality of human emotion: love, jealousy, and the test of family.
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Chapter 2: The Jealousy of the Brothers and the Plan to Get Rid of Yusuf



[image: image]usuf (alayhis-salam) was growing — and so was the love of his father, Yaqub (alayhis-salam), toward him.


The brothers of Yusuf saw this every day. They felt that their father was favoring him, that Yusuf was closer to him, and that they were being ignored.

But they misunderstood something: Yaqub was not being unfair. He was a Prophet. He was just. But he saw something special in Yusuf — something pure in his heart, something clean in his character, and he knew that Allah had a plan for this boy.

Still, the brothers let their hearts become hard. They started talking among themselves:
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“Surely Yusuf and his brother are more beloved to our father than we are, even though we are a strong group. Truly, our father is in clear error.”


(Surah Yusuf, 12:8)




They weren’t just jealous — they were angry. They started thinking of solutions, not to improve themselves, but to remove Yusuf. Shaytan was whispering, and they began to listen.

One of them said:



“Kill Yusuf or cast him out to some land; then your father’s attention will be only for you, and after that, you can become righteous people.”


(Surah Yusuf, 12:9)




This is the dangerous logic of a corrupted heart: do wrong now, and fix it later. It is a trick Shaytan often uses — encouraging people to commit a sin with the false hope that they will repent afterward.

But not all the brothers agreed to killing him. One of them — whose heart was softer — said:



“Do not kill Yusuf, but throw him into the bottom of a well. Maybe a passing caravan will pick him up, if you really want to do something.”


(Surah Yusuf, 12:10)




This opinion stopped the worst from happening. Mercy, even when small, can change a person’s fate. Allah placed that idea in the heart of one brother — to save Yusuf from death, even if the plan was still wrong.
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Now, they had a plan: they would convince their father to let Yusuf go out with them, then throw him into a well far from home. They waited for the right moment and came to Yaqub with sweet words:

“O our father, why do you not trust us with Yusuf, while we are sincere to him? Send him with us tomorrow to enjoy himself and play, and indeed, we will protect him.”


(Surah Yusuf, 12:11-12)



Yaqub was hesitant. He feared for Yusuf, especially in the wild. He said:

“Indeed, it saddens me that you should take him, and I fear that a wolf would eat him while you are unaware.”


(Surah Yusuf, 12:13)



The brothers insisted. They pretended to be responsible and promised to take care of him. Eventually, Yaqub — though reluctant — allowed them to take Yusuf.

They left with him the next morning. But what they had in their hearts was not love. It was envy. And that envy was about to lead to one of the most painful moments in the story of Yusuf (alayhis-salam).
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Chapter 3: The Well of Darkness



[image: image]he journey with his brothers began like any other day. Yusuf (alayhis-salam) was happy to be going out, unaware of what they were planning. As they walked

away from the home of their father, their plan was already forming step by step.

When they reached a remote place — far from people, far from help — they acted. They took Yusuf, tied him, and led him to the edge of a deep, dry well. Then, without mercy, they lowered him inside and left him there, alone.

Imagine the fear of a child in the darkness of a well, looking up and seeing no one he trusts, no one to help him. But Yusuf didn’t cry out in panic. He placed his trust in Allah. This moment was not just a betrayal — it was the start of a test. A long test.

As they left him there, Allah revealed to Yusuf in his heart:
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“And We inspired him: ‘You will surely inform them [one day] about this affair of theirs, while they do not perceive.’”


(Surah Yusuf, 12:15)



Even in the bottom of a well, Yusuf was not alone. Allah was with him, comforting him, and promising him that this story was not over.

Meanwhile, the brothers had to return home. But they needed a lie — something believable. They slaughtered a goat and stained Yusuf’s shirt with its blood. That night, they came back to their father crying and said:

“O our father, we went racing with each other and left Yusuf with our belongings, and a wolf ate him. But you will not believe us, even if we were truthful.”


(Surah Yusuf, 12:1/)



They handed Yaqub the blood-stained shirt.

Yaqub knew something was wrong. He didn’t believe them. The shirt had no tears, no signs of attack. And Yaqub was a Prophet. He felt the falsehood, but he also knew that patience was his only choice.


He said:



“Rather, your souls have made up a matter for you. So patience is beautiful (ṣabrun jamīl). And Allah is the One sought for help against that which you describe.”


(Surah Yusuf, 12:18)
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Yaqub turned to Allah. He didn’t scream. He didn’t curse his sons. He taught us what to do when we are helpless — we return to Allah with ṣabr jamīl, a patience without complaint to people, only to Allah.

Back at the well, Yusuf was still waiting. But Allah was already preparing his rescue.

Soon, a caravan of travelers passed by. They were traders — people moving from one city to another with camels, goods, and water supplies. One of them went to draw water from the well and found Yusuf.



“So they sent their bucket down, and he said, ‘Good news! mere is a boy!’ And they kept him hidden, taking him as merchandise.”


(Surah Yusuf, 12:19)




They didn’t know he was a noble child, the son of a Prophet. To them, he was just something to sell. This is where Yusuf’s second journey began — from the countryside into the city, from freedom into slavery, from being a son to being seen as a slave.

But even here, in this injustice, Allah’s plan was moving forward.
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[image: image]he traders didn’t care who the boy was. They didn’t ask his story. They saw Yusuf (alayhis-salam) as a valuable product — young, beautiful, and silent.


They hid him among their goods and continued their journey until they reached the great land of Egypt, one of the most powerful civilizations at that time. A place of wealth, authority, and trade. The marketplace was full of buyers and sellers, and Yusuf was now among the items for sale.

“And they sold him for a low price — a few silver coins — and they were not interested in him.”


(Surah Yusuf, 12:20)



They didn’t realize that this boy would one day become one of the most trusted men in Egypt. To them, he was just something to make quick money.

Among the buyers that day was a man of high status — known in the Qur’an as al-ʿAzīz (the noble, the chief). He was an
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CHAPTER 4: THE CARAVAN AND THE TRADE — ARRIVAL IN EGYPT




important official, close to the king. When he saw Yusuf, he noticed his beauty, but more than that, he sensed value.

He turned to his wife and said:



Make his stay comfortable. He may benefit us, or we may adopt him as a son.”


(Surah Yusuf, 12:21)




So Yusuf entered a new world: a life in a palace, with fine clothes and rich people — but as a servant, not a son.

Yet even in this strange land, Allah was with him.



“And thus We established Yusuf in the land so that We might teach him the interpretation of dreams. And Allah is dominant over His affair, but most people do not know.”


(Surah Yusuf, 12:21)



This was part of Allah’s plan. Yusuf was being trained — not with weapons, but with wisdom. Allah was teaching him silently, preparing him for a future role no one could imagine. Yusuf grew up in the house of al-ʿAzīz, becoming a young man known for his honesty, modesty, and handsomeness.


People respected him, even though he was still a servant. But soon, his beauty would become a test.

The wife of al-ʿAzīz, who had once welcomed him, began to look at him with desire. She was not used to being refused. But Yusuf was a Prophet in the making. He feared Allah more than anything else.

Before that chapter unfolds, we pause and reflect:
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Yusuf was betrayed, sold, and brought far from home. Yet his character stayed pure.

He didn’t complain. He trusted in Allah. And Allah raised him, little by little.

This is a reminder for every person who feels alone or treated unfairly: your story is not finished. If you hold on to your values and stay sincere with Allah, He will write something beautiful for you.



[image: image]

​​5

––––––––
[image: ]


Chapter 5: The Trial of the Palace —


The Woman’s Temptation





[image: image]s Yusuf (alayhis-salam) grew into manhood, his manners, intelligence, and beauty became more evident.  He was no longer a child, but a strong,

graceful, and righteous young man. Yet, with every gift comes a test.

The wife of al-ʿAzīz — the one who had once cared for him like a guardian — began to feel something forbidden. She was not used to being rejected. She had beauty, status, and power. Most men would obey her.

But Yusuf was different.

One day, when no one was around, she locked the doors of the palace and approached him.


“And she, in whose house he was, sought to seduce him. She closed the doors and said, ‘Come to me.’”


(Surah Yusuf, 12:23)
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In that moment, Yusuf made a choice — a choice that only those with deep taqwa (God-consciousness) can make.

He said, “I seek refuge in Allah! Truly, he (your husband) is my master who has treated me well. Surely, wrongdoers never succeed.”

He turned away. He ran from sin. And she ran after him.

As he reached the door, she caught his shirt from behind, tearing it. Just then, the door opened — and her husband was standing there.


Immediately, she twisted the story.




“Whatis the punishmentforone who intended evil for your wife — except that he be imprisoned or punished severely?”



But Yusuf spoke the truth:

“It was she who tried to seduce me.”

A witness from her family suggested, wisely:

“If his shirt is torn from the front, she is telling the truth. But if it is torn from the back, then she is lying, and he is telling the truth.”


They checked. The shirt was torn from the back. The truth was clear.


Her husband was upset, but instead of punishing her or freeing Yusuf completely, he tried to hide the scandal.
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“Yusuf, ignore this. And you (my wife), seek for- giveness for your sin. Surely, you were of the wrongdoers.”


(Surah Yusuf, 12:29)




But people talk. Word spread in the city. The women began whispering:



“me wife of al-ʿAzīz tried to seduce her servant! She is mad with love for him!”

To prove herself and humiliate them, she invited those women to her palace, gave each of them a knife and fruit, and called Yusuf into the room.


When they saw him, they were shocked.



“When they saw him, they greatly admired him, cut their hands, and said: ‘Perfect is Allah! mis is not a man — this is a noble angel!’”


(Surah Yusuf, 12:31)




She used that moment to justify herself.



“mis is the one you blamed me for. I did try to seduce him, and he firmly refused. If he does not do what I command, he will be imprisoned and humiliated.”


Again, Yusuf was being tested. Again, he turned to Allah.



He said, “My Lord, prison is more beloved to me than what they invite me to. If You do not turn their plot
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away from me, I may feel inclined towards them and be of the ignorant.”


(Surah Yusuf, 12:33)



And so, by Allah’s wisdom, Yusuf was sent to prison — not because he was guilty, but because he chose honor over sin.


This chapter teaches us:




Beauty is a test, not just a gift.

The one who fears Allah will be protected, even in the darkest places.




•  Temptation can come quietly, but those who guard their hearts are the true heroes.
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Chapter 6: Yusuf

[image: image]Prison is a place where people are usually forgotten — where injustice and hardship break the soul. But not Yusuf (ʿalayhi as-salām).
















mey said, “We see you as one of the righteous. Tell us the meaning of our dreams.”






“I dreamt that I was pressing wine.”




“I saw myself carrying bread on my head, and birds were eating from it.”


“O my prison companions! Are many lords better, or Allah — the One, the Supreme?”










“As for one of you, he will serve wine for his master again. As for the other, he will be crucified, and birds will eat from his head. me matter is decided.”













“Mention me to your master.”









“But Shayṭān made him forget to mention [Yusuf] to his master, so he remained in prison for several more years.”
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“Indeed, I saw [in a dream] seven fat cows being eaten by seven lean ones, and seven green ears of corn and others that were dry. O chiefs, explain to me my vision if you can interpret dreams!”














“It is just a mixture of dreams — and we are not skilled in the interpretation of such dreams.”










“I will inform you of its interpretation, so send me [to Yusuf].”









“Yusuf, O truthful one, explain to us the dream of the king...”





“You will have seven years of great harvest and plenty. Store what you can, leaving the rest in the ear. After that, seven hard years of drought will come and consume most of what you stored — except a little that you save. men will come a year in which people will have rain and press grapes and olives.”



















“Bring him to me.”






“Ask the king about the women who cut their hands. Indeed, my Lord knows their plot.”


“Now the truth has become clear. It was I who tried to seduce him. He is truly among the truthful.”










“mis is so that [al-ʿAzīz] may know that I did not betray him in his absence. Surely, Allah does not guide the betrayal of the betrayers.”
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me king said, “Indeed, today you are established [in our presence] and trusted.”











“Appoint me over the storehouses of the land. Indeed, I am trustworthy and knowledgeable.”
















“Bring me your youngest brother. Do you not see that I give full measure and am the best of hosts?”
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[image: image]Chapter 9: The Reunion — Family, Forgiveness, and Faith





“O our father, send with us our brother [Binyamin] so we may receive [more] food. And indeed, we will be his guardians.”









“Should I trust you with him as I trusted you with his brother before? But Allah is the best guardian, and He is the Most Merciful of the merciful.”
















“Indeed, I am your brother, so do not be saddened by what they used to do.”










“O ʿAzīz (O noble one), he has an old father, take one of us instead!”


“We cannot take except him with whom we found our item — or we would be unjust.”












“O my sorrow over Yusuf!”









“Indeed, I complain of my sorrow and grief only to Allah, and I know from Allah what you do not know.”









“O my sons, go and find out about Yusuf and his brother, and do not despair of the mercy of Allah. Indeed, none despairs of Allah’s mercy except the disbelieving people.”










“O ʿAzīz, hardship has touched us and our family, and we have brought poor goods, but give us full measure and be charitable to us.”







Yusuf said: “Do you know what you did to Yusuf and his brother when you were ignorant?”


“Are you... Yusuf?”







“By Allah, Allah has preferred you over us, and indeed we were wrongdoers.”


“No blame will there be upon you today. Allah will forgive you. And He is the Most Merciful of the merciful.”






“Take this shirt of mine and cast it over my father’s face; he will become seeing. And bring me your family.”
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“Indeed, I smell the scent of Yusuf, if you do not think me weakened in mind.”






“By Allah,” they said, “you are still in your old error.”











“Did I not tell you that I know from Allah what you do not know?”









They said:O our father, ask for forgiveness for our sins. Truly, we were wrong.”





“I will ask forgiveness for you from my Lord. Indeed, it is He who is the Forgiving, the Merciful.”
















“Enter Egypt, Allah willing, in safety.”












“O my father, this is the explanation of my dream before. My Lord has made it come true...”
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— A Heart at Peace

[image: ]










“My Lord, You have given me power, and taught me the interpretation of dreams. Creator of the heavens and the earth — You are my protector in this world and the Hereafter...”



















“Cause me to die as a Muslim, and join me with the righteous.”
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