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Impacted by the Vision

I DEDICATE THIS BOOK to my pastors and founders, Sonny and Julie Arguinzoni, for responding to God’s call. Your unwavering dedication, determination, discipline, sacrifice, and commitment to the heavenly vision have impacted countless lives—including mine. You gave everything and more so that people like me—once without hope or direction—could find a home, a purpose, and a family. I do not have the words to fully express my gratitude to God for your lives and your beautiful family. Thank you for allowing yourselves to be used by God during such difficult times, when there were no clear answers for the drug addict or their families. May the Lord continue to bless your life, your family, and the global ministry of Victory Outreach International.

I also dedicate this book to the heroes of the faith within Victory Outreach International who have gone to be with the Lord, and to their families who paved the way for many of us to follow in their footsteps. These pioneers—many of whom I had the privilege of growing up with in ministry—shed tears, sweat, and blood to open the path. They sowed and watered the seed of the Gospel to fulfill the vision that God gave to Pastor Sonny and Sister Julie Arguinzoni in 1967.

Among these faithful laborers were:

	Pastor Abel Rivera, Sister Julie’s father, who received me into the Home and served as director of the first Victory Home on Fourth Street in Downtown Los Angeles, as well as Associate Pastor.

	Tommy Vivian, Director of Hacienda Victoria, West Covina, CA.

	Eugenio Rodriguez, my director at the Victory Outreach Boys Ranch in Helendale, CA.

	Gilbert Garabito, who planted the first church in Pico Rivera, CA.

	Pastor Richard “Cal” Almaraz, who established the church in San Bernardino, CA.

	Robert Almaraz, missionary to the Tarahumara people in Chihuahua, Mexico (1973).

	Pastor Ed Morales, who founded the first Victory Outreach church in San Jose, CA.

	David Martínez, who planted the church in San Fernando and later served as a missionary to Australia.

	Rudy Hernandez, known as the Apostle of the Victory Homes, and his brother Roberto Hernandez, Pastor of the Los Angeles church.

	Max Torres, personal armor-bearer to Pastor Sonny Arguinzoni.

	Esteban Pineda, planter of the church in Hayward, CA.

	Samuel C. Meza, pioneer of the first Spanish-speaking Victory Outreach church in East Los Angeles (1979).

	Joe Mercado and I were part of the team that planted the first Spanish-speaking Victory Outreach church.

	Max Alva, a powerful international evangelist.

	David Castañon, pioneer of the church in Compton, CA, and missionary to Brazil.

	Philip La Crue, an international evangelist who was instrumental in the early years of Victory Outreach.

	Joe Rosales, missionary to Europe, who passed away on the mission field.

	Raul Martinez, Director of the Victory Home and Associate Pastor at the Victory Outreach Spanish Church in Los Angeles.

	Tony Guzmán, who established the church in San Diego, CA.

	Jose DeLeon, missionary to Bogotá, Colombia.

	Manuel Aguirre, missionary pastor in Caracas, Venezuela.


God is still calling people—like you and me—to reach the hurting in the urban cities of the world.

My prayer is that the Holy Spirit ministers to your heart as you read Impacted by the Vision. May a fire be ignited within you, awakening a passion to do something meaningful for the Kingdom of God—whether in your own city or around the world. We are living in the end times, and God continues to raise up people to make a difference. May you be inspired to touch lives with the love of Christ, to impact others with the Gospel, and to embrace the vision: reaching the lost, rescuing the addict, and restoring the broken. Then disciple them, train them for ministry, and send them to plant churches.

May the Lord’s abundant blessing be upon your life, your family, and your ministry.

With love and gratitude,

Victor M. Zesati, M.T.S.

Victory Outreach Ontario, California
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2“I am pleased to declare the signs and miracles that the Highest God has done for me. 3How great are His signs and how mighty His miracles are! His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And His dominion is from generation to generation.”

(Daniel 4:2-3)



ACCORDING TO PHILIP La Crue: 

The Ministry of Victory Outreach International was founded by Sonny and Julie Arguinzoni in Los Angeles, CA in 1967. When the ministry first began it was known as Victory Temple where drug addicts who completed the Teen Challenge Program attended church with their families. At that time, Pastor Sonny was the very first heroin addict converted into the ministry through the Teen Challenge Center program by David Wilkerson. Pastor Sonny completed the bible school of Latin American Bible Institute (LABI) in La Puente, CA, served as supervisor for the Teen Challenge Center located in Los Angeles, CA, and conducted church services there in the chapel. Music Christian artists who would later experience notoriety, such as Andre Crouch and Nancy Harmen, would participate in the ministry in those early days.

A name change was contemplated for the Teen Challenge Center to the Challenge Temple. However, The Assemblies of God, who had taken over the leadership of the Teen Challenge Center, felt this would not be in the best interest because financial support was contributed by many other churches in the area.

Pastor Sonny took the advice of his spiritual father, David Wilkerson, and his mentor, Nicky Cruz, to open the church known as Victory Temple. The first location for Victory Temple was in East Los Angeles on Enchandia Street in an old, vacant church that had suffered earthquake damage.

Shortly thereafter, a more permanent building on Gless Street was located which became known as the church of addicts. There the church was formed and recognized as a formal organization by the state of California. Also, during that time, a few miles from downtown Los Angeles on 4th Street, Victory Temple opened a women’s recovery home. Immediately after opening the home, they started taking in women who were struggling with drug addiction. Pastor Sonny and his wife, Julie, moved in and served as both pastors of the church and as home directors, which was later converted into a men’s home.

Teen Challenge was a men’s facility, and they were still attending the Victory Temple, so the need for a women’s home was necessary. Considering the advice of Teen Challenge leadership, unfortunately, they could no longer make Victory Temple their home church nor attend on a regular basis. It was then decided to make the home a men’s home, known then as the Victory Home for Men.

The church began to grow and was relocated to a newer facility in East Los Angeles on St. Louis St. The men’s home began to produce righteous men, or “fruit,” as referred to within the ministry. Many recovered and converted men started seeking spiritual growth instead of drugs and alcohol and were attending bible college and getting involved in all levels of ministry. Large evangelizing rallies were starting to take place in East Los Angeles, making Victory Temple more predominant. These rallies attracted large crowds of thousands who began to respond to the ministry. As a result, the ministry became known as Victory Outreach.

Some of the men in the church who started to help preach were mostly converts of the Teen Challenge program who had completed the program and made Victory Temple their primary church. A man named, Gilbert, and his wife were sent to Pico Rivera to oversee a congregation of approximately 15 people. This was the beginning when our church sent men and their families to various cities locations in Southern California to expand the Victory Outreach ministry. A ranch was also established for young men in Helendale, CA called the Victory Boy’s Ranch. This was started by, Eugene Rodruguez, who was a product of the Victory Men’s Home in East Los Angeles.

Soon thereafter, many men who graduated from the Victory Temple Church were sent out to establish new ministries under the leadership of Pastor Sonny Arguinzoni. The churches were called Victory Chapel or Victory Outreach. However, Pastor Sonny decided it was best to refer to all churches as Victory Outreach.

Victory Outreach began to establish churches and ministries in various parts of Southern and Northern California, a few as far as Arizona, and other cities in the southwest. However, the ministry wanted to go beyond the boundaries of the United States, and a young graduate from the Victory Boy’s Ranch named, Victor Zesati, was sent out to establish the first International Victory Outreach church in Zacatecas, Mexico. Beyond Los Angeles, California and Mexico, our vision began to expand into Holland and England.

At that time, it was necessary to hold worldwide bi-annual bible conferences with all the ministries that had been launched under Victory Outreach. Pastor Sonny also moved our home church into the Pico Rivera area and held services in a bowling alley converted into a night club known as the International Club. As More and more churches were established throughout the west, Pastor Sonny and his wife, Julie, began their television ministry. The growth of the mother church began to grow beyond a thousand people and churches were established throughout the Midwest and East Coast of the United States as well as the Philippines.

––––––––
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INTERNATIONAL EVANGELIST

Rev. Philip La Crue
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WHEN I SPEAK ABOUT the vision of reaching the hurting people of the world, I’m reminded of the words my pastor once preached: “Some of you are going to be pastors and evangelists.” That message has echoed in my heart since the day I gave my life to Jesus. After graduating from the Victory Home, I began serving in evangelism, the church choir, and in various ministry roles. During that time, I enrolled in Bible school to prepare myself to preach the Gospel. God had placed a clear calling in my heart: to return to my hometown of Jerez, Zacatecas, Mexico, and proclaim the life-changing message of Jesus Christ.

In 1979, after years of studying and serving, my journey began in the streets of Los Angeles—preaching the Gospel and preparing to help establish the first Spanish-speaking church of Victory Outreach. Then, in December 1981, that vision became reality as we launched the very first international Victory Outreach Church in Jerez, Zacatecas, Mexico.

First and foremost, I thank our Lord and Savior for His grace, mercy, strength, and saving power. To God be all the glory forever and ever!

I would like to express my deepest appreciation to my beloved wife, Benita, for her love, support, and for helping correct the grammar of this book. Thank you for always standing by my side in ministry and in life.

Special thanks to Jason and Lea Keepler for their design, editing, and production work on this book. Your creativity and excellence have brought this project to life. May God richly bless you, your family, and your business. I’m deeply grateful for your generosity and partnership.

To my son and daughter-in-law, Pastor Victor Enoch and Jacklyn Zesati, thank you for your encouragement and support in continuing the legacy of faith. And to Sonny and Dara Zesati, as well as Jimmy and Madai Lopez—thank you for your prayers, love, and ongoing support.

I extend my gratitude to the entire family of God for your prayers, encouragement, and blessings. My prayer is that this book, Impacted by The Vision, will be a source of inspiration and strength to your life and ministry. Please feel free to share it with others so that the vision continues to reach new hearts and new cities.

Finally, I want to give special thanks to Pastor Sonny and Sister Julie Arguinzoni for answering God’s call and sharing the vision of reaching the world. We are living proof of that vision. I will never forget the day I arrived at Victory Outreach, broken and lost, and they took the time to receive me and send me to the Victory Home. Their love and leadership changed my life forever.

I often say this with all my heart: “I’m in debt—to God, to my pastors of Victory Outreach International, and to the Victory Home. I’m so grateful and thankful. I will never be able to repay them. Whatever I can do, whatever I can give, it is simply
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