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      Chi leaned back against the door to xyr quarters, slowly sliding down to the floor. What a day. What an incredible, horrible, amazing, wonderful day. Xe still couldn't believe that they had passed out of Old Earth's solar system. How could that be possible? They'd been traveling since the day after Chi left school, three solid years. And now they'd left Old Earth's influence, gone outside of not just it's sunlight but also the solar well and even the Oort Cloud.

      They were free.

      Chi was free.

      That'd been amazing, watching everything happening on the monitors, listening on xyr pad as xe worked. The entire foundry floor had burst into cheers the instant that the Pilot announced their independence. Chi'd been so excited by it all, only to have Randal follow xem out of work, up to the surface and then out into the vineyard until he could get Chi alone.

      Again.

      Xe couldn't count how many times Randal had done that. It was the most annoying thing in the universe. The most terrifying. He was big, unapologetic and completely intent on getting in Chi's pants, no matter what Chi had to say about it.

      He wanted to fuck Chi.

      No.

      Rape.

      What he'd wanted was rape. Period, end of discussion, outright. Station Master Narang had said so. Said that she'd been through it, both the stalking and the actual rape. Which, wow. Chi couldn't imagine anyone brave enough to do that to Station Master Narang. Captain, actually. Her title was Captain now.

      Chi tucked xyr knees to xyr chest, wrapping xyr arms around them. What must it be like, to have that much power? To be able to look someone in the eye and know that they couldn't hurt you? It didn't make sense. Xe couldn't imagine it.

      Every member of Chi's family had done their best to make sure xe never stood against them. Yelling, beating, all sorts of snide comments. It was the comments that hurt the worst. A bruise was there and then gone after a few hours. Yelling? Scary while it happened but then it was done and Chi could move on. The snide comments ate away at xyr confidence even now, hundreds of thousands of miles away from xyr family.

      Xe'd run away, gone to Station Eleven just before the vote to leave Old Earth's system. And then xe'd spent the next year hiding from everyone who might report back to xyr family where xe was so that xe wouldn't be sent home.

      Home.

      That hadn't been a home. It was hell and Chi was so glad to be free of all of them. Especially Mom with her arch looks, snide comments and never-ending hums of disapproval before she ordered Chi to do things xe didn't want to 'for the family's sake'.

      New Hope, as Station Eleven had been renamed once the engines were on, had been Chi's great hope of a new beginning. A new life with no one who knew about xyr past. Xe could start over, get a proper education instead of the slap-dash one xe'd gotten and then work xyr way up into being someone important.

      Like Captain Narang.

      Chi just had to figure out how to deal with Randal and his stalking. If he came back. No, he was sure to come back. Unless Captain Narang actually did space him, Randal would be back with his comments and touches and creepy insistence that xe loved him despite Chi loathing him.

      Xyr doorbell chimed.

      Chi yelped and scooted away from the door, heart pounding. The second chime got xem back to xyr feet. The security pad showed Sushila Vlahovic, Randal's twin sister, along with Efemena and Xue, both of whom looked terrified. Their fear got Chi to open the door.

      "You have to come quick!" Sushila said the instant Chi's door slid open. She grabbed Chi's arm, trying to drag xem right out of xyr rooms. "They've arrested Randal. You've got to get them to back off and let him go, Chi!"

      Chi jerked xyr arm free. "No."

      Sushila's eyes went narrow even though her hands fluttered like she was frightened. The way her lips narrowed and her chin came up reminded Chi so much of xyr mother. Had xe never noticed that Sushila was like Mom? Maybe. But Chi'd always been twice as wary of Sushila as xe was of Randal so maybe xe had noticed, just not consciously.

      "What do you mean, no?" Sushila demanded. "They said he's charged with stalking and rape threats. You have to testify that he'd never do something like that, Chi!"

      "That's exactly what's he's been doing to me and I mean no," Chi replied as firmly as xe could even though xyr hands were shaking. And xyr knees. "Captain Narang caught him stalking me out in the vineyard and escorted me back to report him. I'm not doing anything that lets him come back and keep bothering me."

      "Chi!" Sushila snapped.

      The sheer fury on her face drove Chi's stomach right up her throat. Acid burned at the back of her mouth as Sushila grabbed Chi's wrist hard enough that the bones gritted against each other. No way could Chi pull free from that. Sushila was as tall as Randal, nearly six foot, and Chi was barely five.

      "You don't mean that," Sushila said and no, it wasn't a comment. It was an order, a threat that if Chi didn't obey there'd be consequences. "Now stop being stupid and come on. They're talking about spacing Randal if their investigation turns up anything."

      "Let me go!" Chi screamed so loudly that both Efemena and Xue skittered backwards.

      Xe flailed xyr free arm out, slapping the security panel as xe screamed and struggled, kicking at Sushila even though xyr legs were too short to connect. Sushila snarled at xem, dragging xem away from xyr rooms despite the way Chi fought, despite Xue sobbing, despite Efemena catching Sushila's shoulder to try to stop her.

      "Someone help!" Chi screamed and screamed and screamed while Sushila cursed at xem for being stubborn and stupid.

      It didn't matter what Chi did. Sushila was bigger and stronger and lots meaner. Xyr feet skidded across the ground, kicking up bits of gravel and dirt. Once Sushila dragged xem onto the grassy path Chi lost all traction, tumbling to xyr knees.

      Sushila grabbed the back of Chi's pants and hauled xem upright, shoving xem towards the security station. "Quit resisting! You'll do as you're told, you stupid child. Randal wants you so he gets you."

      Chi stumbled from the force of the shove, throwing xyr arms out to keep from falling flat on xyr face. Xe scrambled in the grass, up again as someone grunted. There was a thud and a groan before Chi could whirl around.

      Purdie Tosi stood over Sushila's unconscious body, panting with xyr hands in fists. "You all right?"

      "I… maybe?" Chi said.

      And then burst into tears because someone had helped. Purdie looked so horrified by the tears that Chi waved a hand. Xyr legs gave out underneath xem, dropping xem back to the grass. As Purdie stood guard over Sushila, Xue ran over to hug Chi. Then Efemena came to hug them both.

      "Why would she do that?" Xue whispered. "Why did she treat you that way?"

      There was shouting in the distance, from the security station, along with whistles and the whine of hoverboards. Chi couldn't manage words. All xe could do was pat
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