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Prologue
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Have you ever watched a movie where someone jumps out of a plane, races through city streets on a motorcycle, or hangs off the side of a tall building—and thought, Wow, how did they do that? Chances are, if it was super exciting, Tom Cruise might have been the one doing it!

Tom Cruise isn’t just a movie star—he’s an action hero who actually does many of his own crazy stunts. That means he really climbs, jumps, runs, flies, and dives right into the action. He’s famous for playing exciting characters, especially Ethan Hunt from the Mission: Impossible movies. But there’s a lot more to Tom than explosions and chase scenes.

In this book, you’ll discover how Tom Cruise became one of the most famous actors in the world. You’ll learn about his childhood, his big movie roles, his wild stunts, and the hard work that goes into making movie magic. Whether you’ve seen one of his films or none at all, get ready for an adventure behind the scenes of a life filled with action, courage, and plenty of popcorn-worthy moments.

Let’s roll the cameras and find out what makes Tom Cruise a true superstar!
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Chapter 1: Meet Tom Cruise the Movie Star
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Tom Cruise is one of the most famous movie stars in the whole world, and he’s been acting in movies for more than 40 years! He’s known for playing exciting roles where he runs, jumps, flies helicopters, and even hangs off airplanes—and what’s really cool is that he often does these dangerous stunts himself, without a stunt double. That means when you see him doing something wild on screen, it’s really him doing it for real! But before he became a superstar, Tom was just a regular kid with big dreams.

Tom Cruise was born on July 3, 1962, in Syracuse, New York. His full name is Thomas Cruise Mapother IV, which is a pretty long name! He grew up with three sisters, and his family moved around a lot when he was little. Life wasn’t always easy for Tom. His family didn’t have a lot of money, and he had to work hard from a young age. He also had trouble reading because he had something called dyslexia. Dyslexia makes it hard to read words the right way, and it made school challenging for him. But Tom never gave up. He kept trying, and he found out he was really good at performing and acting. That’s when everything started to change.

When Tom was a teenager, he thought he might want to be a priest, which is someone who works in a church. But later, he tried acting in a school play and discovered that he loved being on stage. He liked pretending to be different characters and making people feel something when they watched him. So, he decided to follow that dream. He moved to New York City when he was just 18 years old to try acting for real. He didn’t know if he would become famous or not, but he believed in himself and kept working really hard.

His big break came when he was in a movie called Risky Business in 1983. There’s a famous scene in that movie where Tom dances around in his socks and sunglasses, and people still talk about it today! But the movie that really made him a worldwide star was Top Gun, which came out in 1986. In Top Gun, he played a fighter pilot named Maverick, who flies super-fast jets. Everyone loved his performance, and suddenly Tom Cruise became a name that everyone in Hollywood was talking about.

From there, he acted in all kinds of movies. He played serious roles in dramas, like in Rain Man and A Few Good Men, where he had to show strong emotions and act out tough situations. But he also became famous for action movies. One of his most popular movie series is called Mission: Impossible. In these movies, he plays a secret agent named Ethan Hunt who goes on crazy missions all around the world. The really amazing part is that Tom does a lot of his own stunts in these films—like hanging off cliffs, jumping between buildings, driving motorcycles through busy streets, and even flying airplanes. Not many actors do that!

People love Tom Cruise because he puts so much energy and passion into his roles. He always trains for months to get ready for his stunts. He learns how to fly helicopters, drive race cars, or do skydiving—just to make sure everything looks real in the movie. He wants the audience to feel like they’re right there with him during the adventure. That’s part of why fans think he’s such a great action hero. He doesn’t just pretend—he actually lives the role.

Even though he’s super famous and has been in more than 40 movies, Tom Cruise is also known for being very friendly and thankful to his fans. He signs autographs, takes pictures, and always thanks people for watching his movies. He’s always smiling at movie premieres and shaking hands with people who support him. That’s pretty nice for someone who’s been a star for so long.

Besides being an actor, Tom also helps make movies. That means he works behind the scenes to plan how the movie will look and help choose the other people who will be in it. He really loves everything about movies, from the first idea to the final scene.

Over the years, Tom Cruise has become more than just a movie star—he’s become a symbol of what it means to never give up on your dreams. From a kid who struggled in school to a man who can jump out of airplanes and land safely on a moving train, Tom has shown that with hard work, courage, and determination, you can do incredible things.

So, when kids today watch a Tom Cruise movie, they’re not just seeing someone act on screen. They’re watching someone who believed in himself, trained super hard, and became one of the most exciting movie stars the world has ever known. He’s still making big movies, and he still loves what he does. That’s the magic of Tom Cruise—the movie star who never stops chasing adventure!
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Chapter 2: Growing Up with Big Dreams
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Tom Cruise didn’t start out as a movie star. He began his life just like many kids do—growing up in a regular family, going to school, and dreaming about what he might become one day. What made his story special was how he kept going, even when things got tough. From a young age, Tom had big dreams, and he worked really hard to make them come true, no matter what challenges got in his way.

Tom was born in a city called Syracuse, in the state of New York, on July 3, 1962. His full name was Thomas Cruise Mapother IV, which is quite a mouthful! He had three sisters, and they all moved around a lot when they were young. In fact, Tom went to more than 10 different schools before he even reached high school! That meant he had to keep making new friends and getting used to new teachers and classmates all the time. It wasn’t easy, but Tom learned how to adapt and keep going, no matter where he was.

Growing up, his family didn’t have much money. Sometimes they even struggled to pay for basic things. Tom’s dad worked as an electrical engineer, but jobs were sometimes hard to find. His mom worked too, doing whatever jobs she could to help the family. They were always doing their best, even when times were hard. Tom saw this and learned what it meant to work hard and never give up, even when life throws you a challenge.

One of the biggest challenges Tom faced as a kid was that he had dyslexia. Dyslexia is something that makes reading really hard. Letters and words might look mixed up or confusing. Imagine trying to read a book or take a test at school, but the words don’t look right—it can be really frustrating. Tom had trouble reading out loud in class and sometimes felt embarrassed. Other kids didn’t always understand what he was going through, and teachers didn’t always know how to help. But even when it was tough, Tom didn’t stop trying.

He found something else that made him feel happy and confident—performing. At first, he didn’t think about acting as a job. In fact, for a little while, Tom even thought about becoming a priest! When he was in a Catholic school, he joined the church group and thought maybe he’d work there when he grew up. But that idea changed when he acted in a school play. He loved being in front of people and pretending to be someone else. It made him feel strong and happy, like he could be anything he wanted. That was when he started to dream about becoming an actor.

Even though he wasn’t sure how to do it, Tom decided to follow that dream. After finishing high school, he moved to New York City to try acting for real. He didn’t know anyone in the movie
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