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Introduction

With this volume of Geographers: Biobibliographical Studies, the number of lives reviewed in the publication’s pages exceeds 300. As has been the case with previous volumes, figures from several continents and several centuries are revealed. Yet this diversity presents interesting comparisons and contrasts.

The earliest figure is Giraldus Cambrensis (c. 1146–1223), sometimes known as Giraldus de Barri or Gerald of Wales, whose monastic life extended from the twelfth to the thirteenth century, and who could be described as bridging the cultural divide between an almost exclusively oral and the written tradition. He also moved between the cultures of Wales and England. Gerald travelled widely in England, Wales, Ireland and on the Continent, and achieved high political and ecclesiastical office. He claims to have been offered several bishoprics, and indeed the archbishopric of Cashel in Ireland, but declined them. The see that he coveted was that of St David’s but although elected to it, he was never consecrated. He was vain, and probably a rather difficult man. Gerald’s prolific writings are a mixture of scholasticism, myth and personal observation; he is sometimes vague and contradictory. But his accounts of Wales and Ireland are the first quasi-geographical accounts of the landscape, economy and society of those countries, as well as providing insight into the mechanisms of medieval scholarship.

Yi Chung-hwan (1690–1756) lived five centuries later, and a world away, on the Korean peninsula. Yet there are parallels. Yi, like Gerald, came from a distinguished family and was destined for high administrative office, but, like him too, his career received setbacks because of political intrigue. Yi’s geography, too, seems strange to the modern enquirer. He was a geomancer, and yet his writings include interesting, indeed pioneering, ideas on the location of settlements.

Also from Asia come the striking figures of two nineteenth-century Kings of Siam: Mongkut (reigned 1851–1868) and Chulalongkorn (1868–1910), a father-and-son pair who have been credited with playing an important part in the development of their country, and of furthering there the cause of science, especially geography and astronomy. Pairs or small groups of geographers — a husband-and-wife team, a set of brothers who worked together - have been considered before, but no duo quite comparable with this remarkable pair has previously been included in the pages of Geographers.

English-born, but gaining his reputation from his remarkable account of explorations in what was, in the West, a little-known part of Asia, and also living the greater part of his active life in the nineteenth century, was Charles Montagu Doughty (1843–1926), one of a group of British scholar-adventurers who did so much to portray Arabia and the Middle East generally to the European eye. Doughty trained as a geologist in Cambridge just as the ‘heroic age’ of that subject was closing. Indeed Sedgwick, by then almost in his eighties, still held the Chair when Doughty was an undergraduate. Yet Doughty was something of a mystic, a poet and an eccentric. His Travels in Arabia Deserta, rejected by many publishers before acceptance by Cambridge University Press, has become a classic.

Not all the European travellers in the Middle East in this period were male: there was a whole generation of remarkable Victorian woman travellers, several of whose exploits have already been described in this series. Doughty’s routes crossed those of Harriet Martineau (1802–1876) at several points: she was exploring Egypt, Syria and other parts of the region in 1846–7, three decades before Charles Doughty set off into Arabia from Damascus. This extraordinary and many-sided Englishwoman - she could be described as an early feminist - was a novelist, journalist, pioneer social scientist, political economist as well as travel writer and geographer.

Lives of two other nineteenth-century travellers are depicted here. Very different in their training and background, both were English-born, and both lived almost all of their adult lives in Australia. John Septimus Roe (1797–1878) was trained in hydrographic survey in the Royal Navy, before applying his surveying skills to the enormous land area of the then infant colony of Western Australia. His surveys and explorations played an important role in the colony’s development. Julian Edmund Tenison Woods (1832–1889) was a missionary priest, at first in South Australia, but his travels took him over much of the eastern part of the continent of Australia: although he knew of Roe’s reputation, he never visited the west. Tenison Woods was a fine naturalist, and was also one of Australia’s pioneer geologists, and his expertise was employed by colonial administrators in the survey of mineral resources, in several parts of Australia, and also in South-East Asia. Tenison Woods, Catholic priest, grappled with evolutionary ideas. Roe was also a profoundly religious man, a lifelong supporter of the Church of England.

The long life of J. Russell Smith (1874–1966) bridging the nineteenth and twentieth centuries was an exceptionally productive one. He was a prolific geographer, who published some 40 books and 180 articles. Many of these contributions were written around the concept which he developed and termed the ‘human use region’. Unlike many of his contemporaries in the USA, Smith did not study physiography: he studied economics and specialized in economic geography. Industrial and Commercial Geography (1913) and North America (1925) are perhaps his most enduring contributions.

Charles Sutherland Elton (1900–1991) lived his life entirely in the twentieth century. Oxford-based for his entire career, he nevertheless travelled quite widely, including making several expeditions to the Arctic, as a young scientist. A zoologist by training, Elton had a profound effect on the discipline of geography through his very important contributions to ecology. He worked on the dynamics of animal populations, developed ideas on ecological pyramids, food chains and food webs, and established a methodology for ecological survey.

Donald F. Putnam (1903–1977) is the second North American geographer remembered here. He was hired by Griffith Taylor in 1938 and thereby was associated with the Department of Geography at the University of Toronto until his death. He remains best known for The Physiography of Southern Ontario (1951; numerous revisions). His was a careful and searching scholarship that encouraged the development of geography at Toronto, and then at other Canadian universities.

Another volume of Geographers: Biobibliographical Studies is now concluded, and confirms the thesis that, notwithstanding time and place, intellectual curiosity in its diversity may be viewed as a continuum. Period and culture aside, the pathway to a discipline - while at times slow and encumbered - exhibits a process which approximates to a universal. This process is facilitated by those figures who are the subject of our biobibliographies.

The editors encourage the submission of such studies and suggest that intending authors consult either editor to avoid duplication in the series.
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The nineteenth century was an age of travel and exploration, and to some extent this encouraged the founding of societies and associations, the foundation of university chairs and the establishment of geography as an academic discipline. It was also the age of the European empires, of military exploits and derring-do. This too was the era of ‘the last romantics’ - those European (and to some extent American) travellers for whom travel, particularly, perhaps, travel to the Middle and Far East, was a flirtation with the bizarre and the exotic. Perhaps the most romantic destination of all was Arabia, and amongst the most besotted of the Arabian peninsula’s travellers of the second half of the nineteenth century was a group of British scholar-adventurers, including Sir Richard Burton (1821–1890), and Wilfrid and Lady Anne Blunt (1840–1922 and 1837–1917, respectively). Possibly the most enigmatic of this group was Charles Doughty: geologist, explorer, archaeologist, poet, romantic. Here was a man who had an extraordinary scientific eye for detail, yet who wrote up his explorations in a strange, ponderous, archaic prose style. Here was a man who read natural sciences at Cambridge, haunted the halls of the Royal Geographical Society, and then spent much of his life writing poetry. Here was one who loudly, repeatedly and with vehemence declared his Christian (Nazarene, Nasrâny) affiliation amongst fanatical Wahhabi Muslims, and reported, almost in surprise, there was but one day when he was truly happy in Arabia. Many authors have speculated as to what was the real motivation for his travels in the Arabian peninsula; none has explained it in an entirely satisfactory manner.

Their evaluations have been similarly disparate. T.E. Lawrence (‘Lawrence of Arabia’) called Doughty’s Arabia Deserta ‘a great prose work’, commenting that it gave a view of ‘the true Arabia, the land with its smells and dirt, as well as its nobility and freedom’. His biographer D.G. Hogarth agreed: ‘No man has looked so narrowly at the life and land of Arabia as Doughty, and no one has painted them in literature with a touch so sensitive, so sincere, and so sure.’ Wilfrid Blunt described it, somewhat grandiloquently, as ‘certainly the best prose written in the last two centuries’. But a more recent commentator, R. Trench, said simply: ‘Psychologically, the man was a disaster.’ Richard Burton, who travelled in Arabia before and after Doughty, would have agreed. He wrote a near-vitriolic review of Arabia in 1888, listing in detail Doughty’s factual errors. He described it as having ‘affectations, . . . eccentricities, . . . prejudices and misjudgements’, and dubbed the book a ‘twice-told tale, writ large’. He was annoyed that Doughty had not read his own writings on Arabia, and yet even he reluctantly admitted that the story was ‘right well told’.

Doughty’s evaluation of his own character is interesting. Whether in dealing with British diplomats or publishers, scientific colleagues or Arab dignitaries, he was a difficult man, and he knew it. He observed: ‘I am by nature self-willed, headstrong and fierce with opponents, but my better reason and suffering in the world have bridled these faults and in part extinguished them.’

Most reviewers of Doughty’s greatest work, Arabia Deserta, and his biographers comment that his unique account of the Arab lands as they were in the 1870s has been of great value to students of geography and archaeology, and yet his life and work have been little discussed by geographers.

1. Education, Life and Work

Part of the explanation for some of the contradictions in his life may be that he was disappointed in his boyhood ambition of becoming a naval officer - an unsurprising aspiration, since in his ancestry lay six admirals and three generals, and he had been sent to the Naval School at Portsmouth. He had, however, suffered poor health since early childhood and failed a medical, apparently on the basis of a stammer, at the age of thirteen. Moreover, he lost both his parents in early childhood. He is said to have been physically awkward, and self-conscious, having conspicuous bright red hair. He was lonely, and deeply, almost excessively, religious, and his contemporaries at Cambridge University found him unsociable and far from easy to get to know.

His background had been promising enough. He was named after his father, the Reverend Charles Montagu Doughty, Squire and Rector (’squarson’) of Theberton in Suffolk. His mother was the former Frederica Beaumont Hotham, daughter of the Honourable and Reverend Frederic Hotham, Prebendary (Canon) of Rochester, Rector


















































2. Scientific Ideas and Geographical Thought




















3. Influence and Spread of Ideas
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