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FOREWORD

Spain is a huge country, much larger than most first-time visitors ever imagine. Its vastness supports many spectacular and important wildlife habitats that in turn hold some of the most diverse bird communities in Europe. Some of these habitats remain under threat from human activities. Of all land uses, it is ‘modern’ farming practices that have been the most destructive and caused the greatest losses. Agricultural intensification, driven by funding from the European Union’s Common Agricultural Policy continues to have a significant impact on farming, despite the introduction of some mitigation measures. Increased use of artificial fertilisers and pesticides, cropland irrigation, the introduction of new crop types, loss of fallow land and moves away from traditional forms of livestock farming have led to substantial declines in many species, in particular those of open country. Those hit hardest include the Lesser Kestrel, Little and Great Bustards, Black-bellied and Pin-tailed Sandgrouse and many lark species.

Land-use changes have not always been bad news. The expansion of rice cultivation has created new wetlands that harbour sometimes huge numbers of waterbirds, especially on passage and in winter. The increased planting of alfalfa (lucerne) as animal fodder has also benefited Little Bustards and sandgrouse, which eat the plants. However, in the main it is the more extensive traditional methods of food production that have created habitats and landscapes rich in wildlife. The black Iberian pigs continue to graze the open wooded dehesas, enabling the production of the renowned air-dried hams of Spain, the Jamones Ibéricos and Serranos. Remarkable cheeses of high quality are still produced from the milk of sheep and cattle which graze the alpine and valley meadows of the mountains. Unfortunately such farming practices as the widespread growing of fruits and vegetables ‘under plastic’ and the cultivation of strawberries, have focused on high-input production which has caused severe environmental problems, including the over-exploitation of scarce water resources.

The Mediterranean countries still do not have a good name in conservation circles. However, in Spain at least there have been great improvements over recent years accompanied by a widespread increase in interest and awareness among the Spaniards themselves. These trends are reflected in the ever-growing membership of conservation bodies in Spain and by the increase in protected areas, many of them featuring often splendid information centres and hides.

We hope that this book will encourage you to explore the vastness of Spain and to discover new landscapes and their wildlife. The spectacle of Great Bustards stalking the cereal fields, the effortless flight of squadrons of Griffon Vultures drifting across deep gorges and the remarkable sight and sound of thousands of Cranes flying to their wetland roosts, are but a few of the unforgettable experiences to savour.

We are all fortunate that there is still a great deal left to conserve in Spain. Conservation, though, has its price and the case for preserving important areas is strengthened if they can be seen to attract tourists as well. We hope that this book will continue to contribute to conservation of Spanish birds and their habitats by encouraging visits to protected areas and to other locations that deserve to be protected. Do tell hoteliers and other local people why you are visiting. By doing so you will be helping to ensure that Spanish wildlife remains the spectacle that it is.

A key driving force in encouraging interest in birds in Spain and in bringing about their conservation is the Spanish Ornithological Society and Birdlife partner, the Sociedad Española de Ornitología (SEO/Birdlife). We urge you to contribute to their efforts by joining the Society. You will find that their quarterly magazine ‘Aves y Naturaleza’ is a dynamic and informative update on anything to do with birds in Spain, including recent observations and some wonderful photographs. They also publish the scientific journal Ardeola, most of which is in English. You can contact them via their website seo.org.

This book has been written to help you to get the most out of your birding in Spain, whether you are a visitor or a longer-term resident. We hope you find it useful. Please let us know if it is or if it isn’t! Your comments and suggestions will be most welcome and will of course be acknowledged in any future editions.

¡ Buen viaje !

Ernest Garcia & Michael Rebane 2016


INTRODUCTION TO THE THIRD EDITION

This book was first published in 1999, under the title ‘Where to watch birds in North and East Spain’. It complements the sister volume, ‘Where to watch birds in Southern and Western Spain’, by Ernest Garcia and Andrew Paterson (3rd edition 2008), which covers Andalucía and Extremadura, as well as Gibraltar. The first edition was written by Michael Rebane and was revised and updated in 2008 by Michael Rebane and Ernest Garcia. This third edition has been updated by Ernest Garcia, drawing on his continuing association with the Iberian Peninsula and its avifauna. The text and maps have been fully revised. Many of the original locations, especially the most important ones, have received expanded treatment and an additional 14 sites have been highlighted as worth visiting.

The 17 years since the appearance of the first edition have seen further and ongoing changes in the Spanish natural environment and its wildlife. Some are developments of conservation significance, both positive and negative, and others have involved changes in numbers and geographical distribution of certain species.

Conservation Issues

The good news remains very real, notwithstanding a shortage of funds in recent years arising from the wider financial problems of the Spanish economy and the eurozone. Interest in Spanish birds and wildlife, and in the environment generally, continues to grow as evidenced by the rising membership of the Sociedád Española de Ornitología (Spanish Ornithological Society – also known as SEO/Birdlife) and other organisations. When SEO/Birdlife was founded in 1954 the number of Spaniards with a serious interest in birds (hunting excluded) probably did not exceed a couple of dozen. Now, over 60 years later, there are many thousands and it is perfectly normal to meet numbers of Spanish birders at key sites and in the wider countryside. School parties are taken routinely to visit places where there are information centres and suitable facilities: you will hear such groups before you see them, since Spanish children tend towards voluble exuberance, but do tolerate them patiently. It is vital that younger generations develop a sympathy for their natural heritage.

There has been welcome expansion in the network of local wildlife groups, in particular the provincial and regional groups of the SEO who undertake much survey work, which has already included two breeding bird atlasses (1997 and 2003), a winter atlas (2012), national censuses of a wide range of species and much more. The various local authorities have taken note of this interest by establishing Visitors’ Centres, often with impressive infrastructure, in many key places and by producing a great deal of printed informative material, for the benefit of both the Spanish public and also of the ever-increasing number of foreign visitors who come to northern and eastern Spain in search of its rich natural heritage. Eco-tourism is well established as an important dimension to Spain’s all-important and massive tourist industry.

The network of protected areas established and maintained by official bodies and, to a lesser extent, by voluntary organisations, has continued to expand, especially under the encouragement of the European Union. An increasingly extensive network of Important Bird Areas (IBAs), or ZEPAs (Zonas de Especial Protección para las Aves) as they are known in Spain, is now in place across the entire country. The ZEPAs identify key regions and provide a basic level of regulation of the land use there and are invaluable in providing essential protection to key habitats and their species. Many of the ZEPAs are also included in the broader network of Special Protection Areas or SPAs (LICs: Lugares de Importancia Comunitaria in Spain), which was set up under the Natura 2000 initiative and provides some protection of the full range of biodiversity, not just birds. All these EU-inspired measures, together especially with recent improvements to the Common Agricultural Policy, go some way to reduce and perhaps eventually reverse the harmful effects of initial EU policies on the natural environment. Designating a site as protected is, of course, very far from ensuring its conservation, but it is an essential first step.

Many of the ZEPAs/LICs enjoy higher levels of security under the Spanish network of protected areas. There are four principal categories of these, defined as follows:

Reserva Natural (Nature Reserve) The lowest level of protection. Nature Reserves are intended to protect specific ecosystems or communities, but the degree to which they do this depends partly on security of tenure or ownership. These are mainly small sites, many of them lagoons. The organisation responsible for management varies, as happens in the UK. Normally only activities compatible with the conservation of the sites are permitted there. Visitors are typically encouraged to visit these areas (although access to parts of sites may be restricted) and consequently information centres and hides can be provided.

Paraje Natural (Natural Locality) A similar status to Nature Reserve and protects mainly restricted areas of general scenic or biological interest. Traditional activities (not hunting) may be permitted to continue.

Parque Natural (Natural Park) An extensive area, often of sierras and woodlands, which offers well-preserved natural or semi-natural habitats. The designation protects the area from further unsuitable development, while still allowing compatible traditional activities to continue. A feature of a Natural Park is that it aims to provide educational and recreational facilities for the general public. The protection of traditional architecture and cultural aspects is included. Many have information centres that offer factsheets, maps, displays and other information about the region.

Parque Nacional (National Park) A National Park enjoys the highest level of protection. The designation protects extensive areas of international importance within which all human activities are strictly controlled. Access too may be limited where this is in the interests of the fauna and flora. There are 15 National Parks in Spain and its islands, seven of them in the region covered by this book. These seven are the Islas Atlánticas de Galicia (site GA3), Picos de Europa (AS7), Ordesa y Monte Perdido (AR4), Aigüestortes I Estany de Sant Maurici (CAT1), Sierra de Guadarrama (M1), Cabañeros (CM13) and the Tablas de Daimiel (CM12).

All this notwithstanding, the natural environment remains under grave threat from a diversity of causes. Changes in land use often have implications for the environment that give cause for concern. Loss of steppelands to afforestation or to irrigated crops is a particularly serious problem affecting bustards and other open-country species especially. Recent changes to the Common Agricultural Policy may go some way to limit or correct damage caused by insensitive changes in land use but the problem is likely to remain severe for the foreseeable future.

The loss of green land to such developments as urban expansion – especially to tourist apartments and villas on the coasts – and new motorways and roads has had serious effects in many places. The expansion of ski facilities in the Pyrenees and elsewhere is also potentially damaging to mountain habitats and their wildlife. Among other infrastructures, wind-farms are a controversial, intrusive and increasingly widespread feature of our area. It remains imperative that they should be sited sensitively and only if validated by environmental impact assessments. Spain is well placed to exploit solar power, using solar panels and mirror power plants; these too have proliferated but also need to be sited sensitively.

Climate change may itself be having a broader impact on the regional ecology but, as elsewhere, the picture is very unclear. One of the most serious potential consequences would be water shortage. Much of southern and eastern Spain is relatively arid, with very dry years occurring from time to time. Indeed, 2005 saw the most severe drought in the region for 125 years, with many wetlands drying up completely for much longer than the usual midsummer period and forest fires becoming exceptionally widespread and damaging. The competing demands for ever-increasing quantities of water from tourism (think swimming pools and golf courses), agriculture, horticulture and direct human consumption put great pressure on the water supplies available for such places as natural wetlands. The overall response of the authorities has been to build more reservoirs but water problems are likely to continue and could become more acute.

A number of other problems deserve mention. The disturbance of the countryside by noisy visitors has reached new heights in some areas where quad-bikes have become popular, allowing people access to formerly quiet and remote forest tracks. Such vehicles are prohibited from many protected places but the law is very poorly enforced. Sundays are worst, indeed the people involved are known locally as ‘domingueros’: the Sunday-trippers, a point to bear in mind when planning your birding trips.

More insidious and pervasive is the effect of poison baits laid for the control of foxes and other ‘vermin’, especially on large estates where the practice is hard to detect. These, and the effects of some poorly designed electricity pylons which electrocute birds, have had severe impacts on the populations of many raptors. SEO/Birdlife has campaigned actively against both threats, with very considerable success. Many of the worst pylons have been rendered safe and there have been exemplary prosecutions of those responsible for poisoning raptors. However, such dangers are far from over.

Carrion-eaters have suffered locally from a variety of causes, other than the consumption of poison baits. EU regulations to close the ‘muladares’: sites where farmers dump livestock carcases for prompt, free disposal by vultures, were promulgated for hygiene reasons. Such closures led to starvation of Griffon Vultures in some parts of Spain, especially in the north-east, but did not have a wider impact since the regulations were widely ignored. The possible legalised use of diclofenac for veterinary purposes is a new and more insidious threat, given that diclofenac has been responsible for the near extirpation of the vultures of the Indian sub-continent.

Changes in the Avifauna

The bird populations of such a large country as Spain are bound to fluctuate in the long term but significant recent changes have occurred and will continue to appear, as a consequence of habitat changes, climatic influences and conservation measures, among others.

The very large and rapid increase in the population of White Storks seen during the last 35 years has continued. The Spanish stork population was at an all-time low of 6,753 pairs in 1984 but the 2004 census found a record 33,217 pairs, with large increases in the traditional core areas of Extremadura and western Andalucía and in the south-west of our area. The population has continued to increase in some areas and the birds are well established in the Ebro valley. However, they are still absent from much of eastern Spain, which is probably too arid for them. White Storks continue to benefit from the food hand-outs at landfill garbage dumps, to the extent that many have become virtually resident in Spain and no longer risk the hazards of the annual return trip to Africa.

The Griffon Vulture population burgeoned from 3,240 pairs in 1979 to over 17,000 pairs in 1999 and had increased further to 25,000 pairs by 2008. The population has remained at least stable within our area since then. Vultures, like White Storks, are also beneficiaries of the sloppiness of human waste-disposal but they have also benefited from a reduction of direct persecution, now that raptor-shooting is universally prohibited in Spain. Many of the key colonies are directly protected. Black Vultures too have increased greatly in Spain, from 365 pairs in 1986 to some 2,400 pairs in 2006 and this species has never been easier to find nor more abundant, in its regular haunts. The Lammergeier maintains a slowly increasing population in the Pyrenees, where there were some 250 mature individuals and a similar number of immature birds in 2010, and is showing signs of return to the Cordillera Cantábrica, where there is a reintroduction programme.

A particularly welcome development in recent years has been the ongoing recovery of the Spanish Imperial Eagle, whose population declined to only 131 pairs in 1999 but numbered 365 pairs in 2012. It has continued to increase steadily since then, with some former haunts and new locations becoming occupied. Specific conservation measures coordinated by SEO, including agreements with landowners and the remedying of unsafe pylons, have played a large part in making this welcome trend possible.

Campaigns against the unsafe use of poison baits to control foxes in particular have begun to pay dividends. The breeding populations of the Red Kite, Egyptian Vulture and Raven have shown some recovery after suffering severe declines from poisoning in the past. Bonelli’s Eagle has declined in the north of our area and has abandoned some former haunts there, but has increased in the south of its Iberian range. The Lesser Kestrel too has shown some considerable recovery in numbers locally, after a marked decline.

Other breeding species showing significant and ongoing increases in numbers and, in some cases, geographical spread within our area include Cormorant, Great White Egret, Grey Heron, Black Stork, Glossy Ibis, Black-shouldered Kite, Marsh and Montagu’s Harriers, Short-toed, Booted and Golden Eagles, Purple Swamphen, Black-headed Gull, Yellow-legged Gull (alas!), Black Woodpecker and Red-rumped Swallow.

There is a debit list too, unfortunately. Significant declines within our area, associated with habitat loss especially, have been shown by Marbled Duck, Capercaillie, Grey Partridge, Little Bustard, Black-bellied and Pin-tailed Sandgrouse, Dupont’s Lark and Moustached Warbler. Among these, the plight of the Little Bustard is especially worrying; although Spain remains a global stronghold of this species at least half the population has disappeared since the 1990s. Unfortunately also, the Galician outpost populations of two seabirds, the kittiwake and the guillemot, now seem to have disappeared after a long period of steady decline. The Lesser Grey Shrike too is practically extinct within its sole Iberian haunts in Catalunya, following the contraction of its Western European range.

Changes in Classification Status and Names

The whole issue of bird names and, especially the defining of species-boundaries, remains highly controversial. Some stability may be provided, in due course and for a while, by the studies that underlie the Illustrated checklist of the birds of the World (del Hoyo & Collar 2014). For the time being, however, the taxonomic decisions, names and sequence adopted by the most recent version of the Western Palearctic List of the Association of European Records and Rarities Committees (Crochet & Joynt 2015) have been followed here. These names will be familiar to all users and also correspond with those used in the regional avifauna, The Birds of the Iberian Peninsula (De Juana & Garcia 2015) and in the most recent List of the Birds of Spain (Gutiérrez et al. 2012). Qualifiers (e.g. ‘Common’) are given in the species accounts only for species such as coots, cuckoos and swallows that are represented in the area by more than one species. The full English, Spanish and scientific names are given for all species in the Status List chapter.


HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

The core of the book is the Site Accounts but we hope that you will find the preliminary chapters helpful in planning your visits. They describe the area and its birds. The Species List (Pages here–here) gives the status of all those that occur with any regularity in the region as well as records of rarities. It is the principal reference to those widespread species that are seldom mentioned in the Site Accounts. The Species Index is cross-referenced with the Site Accounts to help you to track down those species that are likely to be of particular interest to you. For example, to see Lammergeiers you can look up that species in the Species Index and find a list of all those sites where they regularly occur. The Site Index will help you locate particular site accounts.

In many ways, all of Spain is one big birding site. Certainly you do not have to travel far to find a great deal of interest, especially if the region is new to you. A striking feature is the sheer numbers of larks, finches, sparrows, buntings and other common birds in the countryside, a welcome contrast with some more northern countries where farmland especially is impoverished bird-wise. Birds of prey are everywhere: Montagu’s Harriers quarter the fields and soaring Griffon Vultures and other large raptors are omnipresent. The towns and cities offer hordes of screaming swifts in spring and summer which share the rooftops, especially in the west, with White Storks and Lesser Kestrels. Still, there is a lot more to see: in the woodlands, forests, coasts, wetlands and mountains, and we have tried to provide a dossier of the principal sites of the area, selecting those that we know are accessible and can be relied upon to provide the main regional specialities. We also suggest areas that are likely to repay closer investigation but for which there is less available information. Spain is both fun and rewarding to explore and there remains a great deal of scope for birding in little-known corners, especially in the central regions.

LANGUAGES

Strictly speaking, there is no such language as Spanish. The official state language is properly called Castilian (Castellano) and it is spoken and understood throughout Spain. Nevertheless, there are a number of regional languages of long-standing and these have enjoyed a brisk – and in some cases aggressive – resurgence in recent years. These languages are spoken by a significant proportion of local people and often appear alongside (or instead of) ‘Spanish’ equivalents in public places and on road signs. Regional languages are a prominent feature of Galicia (Gallego), Asturias (Asturiano), the Basque Country (Euskera), Cataluña (Catalán) and Valencia (Valencià: a dialect of Catalán). All of these are intelligible to speakers of Castellano, at least when written down, with the conspicuous exception of the Basque language, which is completely distinct from any other European language.

We have tended to favour Castellano (‘Spanish’) for site names and place names, but we have diverged from this on occasion where a local name would be more useful to visitors. Non-polyglot birders will find that English is widely spoken on the east coast and at all major hotels and other tourist facilities throughout the region, but it is not understood widely in rural areas in the north and inland. However, nearly all young people in Spain study English at school so if you find yourself needing to ask for directions in English somewhere inland you are far more likely to be able to communicate with a young person than with an elderly one.

[image: ]

Map 1. Autonomous regions of Northern and Eastern Spain.

REGIONAL CHAPTERS

The Spanish state is divided into regions, each of which has its own administration and a high degree of autonomy. Site accounts are grouped by autonomous regions into 13 chapters. Each Regional Chapter has an introductory section giving, in turn, a brief description of the region, a list of the sites with their code numbers, general information and an outline of access to the region. A regional map shows the position of individual sites within the province, in relation to main towns and access roads, for ease of location.

The sites themselves are coded by letters and numbers. The former are abbreviations for the autonomous regions, as follows; AR Aragón, AS Asturias, CAN Cantabria, CAT Cataluña, CLM Castilla–La Mancha, CyL Castilla y León, GA Galicia, MU Murcia, M Madrid, N Navarra, PV País Vasco, R La Rioja, V Valencia.

Map 1 shows the locations of the autonomous regions and national boundaries of the Iberian peninsula, indicating the area covered by this book.

SITE ACCOUNTS

Each site account gives the following information:

Site name (with Province in parentheses) and Site reference number

Status The conservation status of the site, including the official names of any protected areas where these differ from the site name. The latter are useful when seeking further information from websites.

Site map Showing the main features of the site and the access roads and paths. The map scales should be noted carefully. The smaller wetland sites have smaller-scale maps. The extensive sites covering the plains and mountains (sierras) are necessarily drawn on a larger scale.

Site description The principal structural and botanical features of the area.

Species The major bird species typical of the site. Species of other wildlife are also mentioned briefly where appropriate.

Timing The best times of year to visit and any other factors to consider.

Access How to get to, enter and explore the site. Directions are usually given from the nearest large town. Visitors’ centres and their opening hours are mentioned for major sites especially; in general such centres (but not the sites themselves) are often closed on one day per week (often Mondays) and close for an afternoon lunchbreak (often 14.00–16.00 hrs) and on Sunday afternoons.

Calendar The main bird species are listed under all or some of the following headings: All year, Breeding season, Winter, Passage periods. ‘All Year’ often means ‘Resident’ but for some species (Red Kite, Crag Martin etc.) there is actually a great deal of turnover among the populations involved. The lists are sometimes extensive but they are not exhaustive. In particular, they usually omit species such as Barn Swallow, Stonechat and Corn Bunting, which are widespread and common throughout Spain. Common species are included where they help to define the ornithological flavour of a site.

KEY TO SITE MAPS
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VISITING NORTHERN AND EASTERN SPAIN

PLANNING YOUR VISIT

This book can be used in a variety of ways, depending on the nature of your visit or, indeed, whether you live in the region. As far as visitors are concerned, there are two main options:

Touring

This is the best option for a birding holiday. Most touring birders fly to a suitable airport (see below) and then travel widely in a hired car, staying at a variety of hotels. Clearly, the amount of time available will dictate what is feasible.

Barcelona is a good starting point for a circular trip that can take in the Ebro delta, the Ebro valley including the steppes at Belchite, returning via the Pyrenees. The route can be ‘done’ in a week but two weeks would be more productive and less hectic. Late May and June would be the best time but summer is also a good season to choose, especially for visiting the mountains.

The coastal wetlands are the main attractions for visits starting at Valencia or Alicante, from where you can also head inland to visit sites in Aragón, Castilla –La Mancha and perhaps Madrid.

Arriving at Madrid puts you in easy reach of the very varied habitats of that region, from where you can go on to visit the key steppe areas of Castilla y León to the north-west and/or the wetlands and sierras of western Castilla–La Mancha, among other possibilities.

Asturias (Oviedo) airport in the centre of the north coast is strategically placed for visiting Galicia, Asturias and Cantabria. The emphasis will be on seabirds and shorebirds along the shoreline – including vagrants in autumn and winter especially – and on the birds of the Cantabrian mountains: including the Picos de Europa. Santander and Bilbao also give good access to the north coast, all of which is served by the west/east A-8 motorway, and are also handy for visiting the southern flanks of the Cantabrian mountains, in Castilla y León. They also provide good access to the Basque country itself, the adjacent region of La Rioja and the north-western sector of the Pyrenees in Navarra.

Many other possible routes will suggest themselves when you consult the introductions to the regional chapters.

Centre-based visits

This is the option for those who have a family in tow or who simply don’t want to drive very far. Most typical family holidays will be based on the resorts on the Mediterranean coast but many of these are well placed for visiting a wide range of sites, as our maps of Catalonia, Valencia and Murcia will confirm. The north coast also has plenty to offer traditional sea-and-sand holidaymakers and yet offers superb seawatching and is within easy access of the Cantabrian mountains including the Picos de Europa.

It is obviously possible to establish a base-camp at any of the inland localities but none of these would prove a good choice for family holidays.

Access by birders with disabilities

Very few of the sites are conveniently accessible by public transport so birders with disabilities will need to have the use of a car. We are well aware that disability takes very many forms and that only a small minority of disabled birders are confined to wheelchairs. The information on ‘Access’ in the site accounts should allow those who have limited mobility to gauge the suitability or otherwise of particular sites. In general, hides and other watchpoints have parking fairly close by. Modern visitors’ centres are generally designed with the needs of all visitors in mind and so are many of the hides: and the situation is improving.

Many sites in open country, for example in the steppelands of Castilla y León, involve scanning large areas from quiet roadsides: such places should be accessible to all. It is really only the rougher and steeper trails which may prove an insurmountable hurdle to some birders: including, as we have noticed, many people who are not actually disabled! However, there are always plenty of other easy-to-reach wonderful places to visit instead.

INTERNET BIRDING IN NORTHERN & EASTERN SPAIN

Websites have proliferated to the extent that a search for any of the locations in this book will provide a selection of ‘hits’, some of which are useful for last-minute information such as the appearances of rarities. The majority of sites and reserves have their own websites, generally giving details of access, species lists, opening hours of visitors’ centres and maps. It is a good idea to google those sites that you are likely to visit. Most are in Spanish but the major ones often feature an English version. The following general websites are often useful:

Rare birds in Spain (rarebirdspain.net/home). Essential reading for news and often excellent photographs of recent rarities from throughout Spain. In English and updated weekly, usually on Mondays. One to check before visiting the region to ensure that you don’t miss anything special. The site also offers, under ‘Files’ the latest version of the Spanish national bird list, complete with A, B ,C, D and E categories and both Spanish and English names, as well as English and Spanish language versions of the form for submitting descriptions of rarities. Former rarities committee member Ricard Gutiérrez maintains this site.

Sociedad Española de Ornitología / SEO/Birdlife (seo.org). The website of the Spanish Ornithological Society provides a great deal of information about the Society and its activities as well as links to kindred organisations and to its own local groups. Some entries are bilingual, Spanish/English. The postal address of the society is SEO/Birdlife, C/Melquiades Biencinto 34, 28053, Madrid. (Email: seo@seo.org). Particularly useful pages on this site, under Sobre nosotros/Grupos de Trabajo (About us/Workgroups), include:

‘Comité de Rarezas’; the Rarities committee site:

including the proforma ‘esta ficha’ (at the bottom of the title page) for submitting details of rare birds. Such reports may be posted but are best submitted online to rarezas@seo.org. The
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