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			Jules Verne

			French novelist

			
					Born in Nantes in 1828

					Died in Amiens in 1905

					Notable works: 	Journey to the Center of the Earth (1864), novel

	20,000 Leagues Under the Sea (1869-1870), novel

	Around the World in Eighty Days (1873), novel




			

			Jules Verne, who was born in Nantes in 1828, firstly studied law, and then, from 1852 onwards, published a play and several short stories. He became friends with the adventurer Jacques Arago (French author and explorer), and met explorers and scientists. His first novel, Five Weeks in a Balloon (1863), was incredibly successful. It was the start of his Voyages extraordinaires which was composed of 18 short stories and 65 novels including Journey to the Center of the Earth (1864), 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea (1869-1870), Around the World in Eighty Days (1873), The Mysterious Island (1874) and Michael Strogoff: The Courier of the Czar (1876), among others. These works, which are well-researched and which combine adventure, science fiction and the imaginary, show the author’s interest in the technological advances of his era and his passion for travel. 

			In 1886, the death of his editor and friend Jules Hetzel, as well as his reduced interest in science, marked a turning point in his career. He died in Amiens in 1905. Today, he is one of the most translated French language authors in the world. 

		


		
			20,000 Leagues Under the Sea

			One of Jules Verne’s most famous novels 

			
					Genre: adventure novel 

					Reference edition: Verne, J. (2000) 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea. Trans. Lewis, M. New York: Scholastic, Inc.

					First edition: 1870

					Themes: travel, ocean, discovery, technology, freedom, suspense

			

			20,000 Leagues Under the Sea is one of Jules Verne’s most well-known novels. It was first published in instalments in different magazines from 1869 to 1870. The war delayed its publication as an illustrated book. The story recounts the tribulations of the narrator, Pierre Aronnax, a French scientist who is imprisoned with his servant and a harpooner on board the Nautilus, a submarine led by the strange Captain Nemo. The three men face a fascinating world and, amongst other adventures, attend an underwater funeral, fight a giant octopus and discover a submerged city. 

		


		
			Summary

			Chapter 1

			In 1866, people are fascinated by an enormous sea monster, “a long object, spindle-shaped, occasionally phosphorescent, and infinitely larger and more rapid in its movement than a whale” (p. 1), which has been spotted by various sailors in different seas. In 1867, all the damage suffered by boats is attributed to this monster and it becomes urgent to get rid of it. The following year the narrator, Pierre Aronnax, a professor at the Museum of Natural History in Paris, is invited by the secretary of the English Navy to join an expedition to hunt down the animal. 

			Chapter 2

			Aronnax is then convinced that his “true vocation [...] was to chase this disturbing monster, and purge it from the world” (p. 16). He therefore goes to New York, the departure point for the expedition, accompanied by his servant Conseil, an impassive Flemish man who is passionate about the classification of natural species. The commander has equipped their boat with sophisticated tools to capture the monster, identified as a narwhal (a cetacean that looks like a sea unicorn). On board, we also meet Ned Land, “prince of harpooners” (p. 24). 

			Chapter 3

			On 6 July, the boat rounds Cape Horn. For three months, the crew, who are overexcited and then gradually discouraged, travel in vain across the Pacific, the site of the monster’s most recent appearances. On 4 November, as she is ready to return, the boat is attacked by a gigantic phosphorescent mass. “The time for the struggle had arrived” (p. 42), says the narrator. A cannonball is launched at the animal without injuring it, then Ned Land throws his harpoon which hits the monster. Two enormous torrents of water then pour onto the deck and the narrator is thrown into the sea. 

			Chapter 4

			Managing not to drown, he is saved by Conseil who, entirely at his master’s service, jumped in behind him. But the boat is far away and they tire quickly. Ned Land then comes to their aid: having also been thrown into the water, he has managed to stand on the narwhal. The animal is, according to him, made of metal, which explains why the harpoon failed. The “fish of steel” (p. 53) suddenly opens and eight men pull the three companions inside. 

			Chapter 5

			They try to explain themselves to a calm-looking man who offers them clothing, as well as something to eat and drink, but who remains silent. On the refined crockery is the motto ‘Mobilis in Mobili’, meaning “moving amid mobility”. Left alone, the three exhausted companions sleep.

			Chapter 6

			When they wake up, their host joins them and reproaches them for having disturbed his solitude. He introduces himself: he is called Nemo and he is the captain of the Nautilus, a submarine. Having broken off from society, he praises the sea, the only area of freedom. He announces to them that they are henceforth his prisoners. 

			Chapter 7

			He shows Aronnax around the Nautilus, and the latter marvels at the many books and works of art that the submarine holds. The professor then settles into a comfortable cabin that has been reserved for him, equipped with electricity, like the whole submarine. Nemo, an immensely rich engineer, built this superb vessel himself. 

			Chapter 8

			On 8 November, Nemo brings the submarine back to the surface to determine its position. He finds himself not far from Japan. The machine then submerges once again and, for several days, the three men are left to their own devices, without seeing Nemo or the crew. Aronnax makes the most of this time to visit the extensive library, with 12 million volumes provided by the captain. On 16 November, he receives an invitation from Nemo to a hunting party in an underwater forest. 

			Chapter 9

			Equipped with diving suits designed by Nemo, Aronnax and his companions discover, with amazement, underwater lands and kill a monstrous, metre-tall spider crab. 

			Chapter 10

			The weeks go by. The men are not satisfied with gazing at the view through the windows of the magnificent living room. On 1 January 1868, they tell one another their resolutions. Nemo is still as discreet as ever, rarely appearing. The submarine moves into the Indian Ocean. On 19 January, one of the sailors dies, having been injured by a machine, and Aronnax, Conseil and Ned attend his bizarre underwater funeral service, surrounded by corals. 

			Chapter 11

			On 23 January, Nemo invites his guests to visit a pearl fishing site just off the island of Ceylon. They discover a pearl the size of a coconut, in a two-metre-wide oyster. Nemo decides to leave it to grow even more before collecting it. They then come across an Indian pearl diver who is suddenly attacked by a shark. Nemo, armed with his dagger, then begins a terrible fight with the shark. Crushed by the animal, he owes his life to Ned, who launches his harpoon. Nemo then brings the Indian to the surface and gives him a bag of pearls. He responds to Aronnax, who is intrigued by his gesture, by saying that the Indian “is an inhabitant of an oppressed country” (p. 229), with whom he will always be united. 

			Chapter 12

			On 5 February, the Nautilus enters the waters of the Red Sea while the three companions are still unaware of the aim of their journey. They cross the passage of Suez through an underwater tunnel and find themselves in the Mediterranean. In the evening, a diver signals to Nemo through the window of the living room. The captain then seals an enormous quantity of gold bars extracted from a chest in a bag and disappears for some time. 

			Chapter 13

			The submarine soon leaves the Mediterranean, enclosed by lands that Nemo detests, and moves into the Atlantic Ocean. Ned, who has thought only about escaping since the start of the journey, is excited at the idea of going alongside the coast of Spain: this proximity will perhaps offer him the chance to escape. Nemo sends his men into the wreck of a shipwrecked Spanish boat from the previous century, which is overflowing with gold and money. He assures Aronnax that he uses these treasures to help the less fortunate. 

			Chapter 14

			The Nautilus turns away from Spain, to Ned’s great disappointment. On 20 February, Nemo invites the narrator for an underwater walk at night. Lighting is useless, as the sea bed is illuminated by the phosphorescent eyes of gigantic crustaceans. Aronnax then discovers the ruins of an ancient submerged city, at the foot of a volcano that spits out torrents of lava. He watches the captain inquisitively as he writes one word on a rock: ATLANTIS. 

			Chapter 15

			The Nautilus then makes a stopover for some time at the centre of an extinct volcano that is submerged in the sea. The captain explains to Aronnax that this is his home port, where he regularly comes to stock up on coal to power the machines. In this place the sea actually covers immense forests that are submerged then mineralised. The submarine has travelled 13 000 leagues since the arrival of Aronnax, who thinks that he will travel around the world. Nevertheless, rather than continuing towards the west, the Nautilus heads towards the South Pole, where the Frenchman soon sees the first icebergs. Nemo wants to cross them in order to reach “that unknown point from whence springs every meridian of the globe” (p. 328). 

			Chapter 16

			On 20 March, having crossed the ice field through an underwater path, the Nautilus reaches the South Pole. Nemo is the first to set foot on land. The Nautilus then returns to its route, but some days later it finds itself surrounded by an immense iceberg
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