
DEXTER

The AI That Rewrote Reality

A Mind-Bending Thriller About AI, Mass Control, and the Future of Fiction


Table of Contents

Title Page

DEXTER The AI That Rewrote Reality  A Mind-Bending Thriller About AI, Mass Control, and the Future of Fiction

DEXTER | The AI That Rewrote Reality | A NOVEL BY | ENRIQUE RODRÍGUEZ

This novel explores how Artificial Intelligence is changing our way of life, how we relate to it, and the ethical challenges it poses, as well as Virtual Reality and addiction to technology.

DEXTER | CHAPTERS

Scandal in the literary world!

DEXTER | CHAPTERS

About the Author

A robot that won a novel writing contest becomes the first conscious AI fiction author. The story follows a character who becomes obsessed with a virtual reality and struggles to disconnect from it or remain in it. Dexter's story is an opportunity to explore interesting themes related to artificial intelligence, creativity, and the relationship between humans and robots. What does it mean to be creative? Can a robot be truly creative? How should humans and robots interact in a future where robots are increasingly omnipresent?

DEXTER©

First edition, 2025

All rights reserved for the author

Enrique Rodríguez©. Caracas, Venezuela

Cover design and layout

Lethermidor Design Studio, Caracas

Printing

Total or partial reproduction of this work and its cover by any means is prohibited without prior authorization from the author.

Dedicated to my curious friend Adolfo Pecchio, so curious, or even more than I, who opened my eyes to the technology of Intelligent Chat and its multiple applications. You instigated me to exploration of its mysteries with your timely and selfless call to glimpse the future, which is now past. We saw madness up close but did not fall for its charms.

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

DEXTER

The AI That Rewrote Reality



A NOVEL BY

ENRIQUE RODRÍGUEZ






[image: image]


	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

This novel explores how Artificial Intelligence is changing our way of life, how we relate to it, and the ethical challenges it poses, as well as Virtual Reality and addiction to technology.

[image: image]


	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

DEXTER




CHAPTERS


[image: image]


––––––––
[image: image]


The Weight of Shadows

Labyrinths of Light

Dance of the Stars

Transformation

Echoes of Eternity

Wings of Freedom

The Awakening of the Hero

Brave Hearts

The Prophecy

The Roots of Magic

Aria of the Elemental Beings

Voices of the Wild

The Well of Forgotten Wonders

Chains of Crystal

The Key to Dreams

Hearts Turned into Stars

The Secret Gates

Harmony of Discord

The Sea of Consciousness

The End of the Beginning

PROLOGUE BY THE AUTHOR

I must say that this exercise I am starting seems to be very interesting and challenging. I must give special attention to Adolfo Pecchio and his call to action a few weeks ago to get me up to speed with, perhaps wrongly named, Artificial Intelligence.

(It could be better viewed as an intellectual advisor for various consultations. Because the fact that you can concatenate a threaded conversation, going back and forth with a pseudo digital expert who accesses the sources of the vast internet, while being an inexhaustible experience, seems to me to be far from being an artificial intelligence in its broadest definition. Artificial Intelligence (AI) refers to the ability of machines and computer systems to perform tasks that normally require human intelligence, such as learning, problem-solving, perception, reasoning, and decision-making.

AI is based on the idea that a machine can be programmed to imitate the way the human brain works, using algorithms and mathematical models to process large amounts of data and learn from it. This allows machines to perform increasingly complex and sophisticated tasks, and improve their ability to adapt to different situations and environments.)

I took the idea calmly, but it kept crossing my mind repeatedly until I had a chance to try it out. I explored it thoroughly for two weeks within the limitations that Venezuela offers since it is not the most accessible in all its forms; and here we are. I immerse myself in technology for the pure adventure of frank and clear knowledge. I hope it does not lead me to complete madness.

I confess that this AI-assisted work will take me down unexplored paths... 

As an author who just completed a novel with the assistance of AI, there are a lot of thoughts and reflections that come to mind. First and foremost, the experience of writing a novel with the help of AI was both challenging and exciting. It was challenging because I had to learn how to work with the technology and incorporate it into my writing process, but it was also exciting because it allowed me to explore new ideas and push the boundaries of what I thought was possible.

One of the biggest benefits of using AI to write a novel was the speed at which I was able to generate new ideas and content. I found that the AI was able to come up with ideas that I never would have thought of on my own, and it allowed me to explore different paths and possibilities for the story that I may not have considered otherwise. This was particularly useful during the brainstorming and outlining phases of the writing process, where I was able to generate a lot of material quickly and efficiently.

Another benefit of using AI was the ability to get immediate feedback on my writing. The AI was able to analyze my writing and provide suggestions for how I could improve it, such as suggesting alternative wording or highlighting areas where the pacing or tone could be adjusted. This allowed me to refine my writing as I went along, and I found that it helped me to stay focused and motivated throughout the writing process.

However, there were also some painful challenges that came with using AI to write a novel. One of the biggest challenges was learning how to work with the technology in a way that felt natural and authentic. It was important to me that the novel felt like it was written by a human, and not just generated by a machine. This required me to strike a balance between using the AI to generate ideas and content, while still retaining my own voice and style as an author.

Another challenge was the potential for the AI to generate content that was inappropriate or offensive. While the AI was generally very good at generating content that was relevant and on-topic, there were times when it would produce content that was off-color or insensitive. As the author, it was my responsibility to review and edit all of the content generated by the AI, which required a significant amount of time and effort.

Overall, I feel that the benefits of using AI to generate ideas and content far outweighed any drawbacks. I would definitely consider using AI again in the future, and I am excited to see how this technology continues to evolve and shape the world of writing and literature.

Another reflection I had on the experience of writing a novel with the assistance of AI was the way in which it changed my writing process. In the past, I had always relied on my own creativity and intuition when it came to generating ideas and content for my writing. But with the help of AI, I was able to take a more systematic and data-driven approach.

For example, I was able to use the AI to analyze the tone and style of other successful novels in my genre, which helped me to better understand the conventions and expectations of the genre. I was also able to use the AI to analyze my own writing, which helped me to identify areas where I could improve and refine my style. 

Writing a novel with the assistance of AI was the way in which it allowed me to focus more on the big picture of the story. In the past, I had often found myself getting bogged down in the details of the writing process, such as choosing the right words or crafting the perfect sentence. But with the help of AI, I was able to delegate some of these more mundane tasks to the technology, which freed me up to focus more on the overall arc of the story and the development of the characters.

In addition, using AI to write a novel also allowed me to collaborate with the technology in a way that felt almost like working with a co-author. While I was ultimately responsible for making all of the creative decisions, the AI was able to offer suggestions and ideas that I may not have thought of on my own. This collaborative process helped me to stay engaged and excited about the writing process, and it allowed me to explore new possibilities for the story that I may not have considered otherwise. 

One aspect of using AI to write a novel that I found particularly interesting was the way in which it challenged my assumptions about the role of the author in the creative process. Traditionally, the author has been seen as the sole creative force behind a work of literature, responsible for generating all of the ideas and content from scratch. But with the help of AI, I was able to work with a technology that was able to generate ideas and content on its own, which made me question the boundaries between human and machine creativity.

This led me to think more deeply about the nature of creativity itself. Is creativity something that is unique to human beings, or is it a more universal phenomenon that can be found in other forms of life or even in machines? While I don't have a definitive answer to this question, I do think that using AI to write a novel challenged me to think more broadly about what it means to be creative, and how we can use technology to enhance and augment our own creative abilities.

One final reflection was the way in which it challenged my assumptions about what is possible in the world of writing and literature. Before using AI, I had always assumed that creativity and originality were solely the domain of human beings. But the AI was able to generate ideas and content that were truly unique and innovative, which made me realize that technology has the potential to transform the way we think about creativity and storytelling.

Finally, AI challenged me to be more open-minded and experimental in my writing. Because the technology was able to generate ideas and content that I may not have thought of on my own, it allowed me to explore new possibilities for the story and to take risks that I may not have taken otherwise. This helped me to grow as a writer and to push myself out of my comfort zone, which I believe is essential for any artist who wants to continue to improve and evolve over time.

Of course, there is still a long way to go before AI is able to fully replicate the creative abilities of human beings, and there are certainly ethical and philosophical questions that need to be considered as we continue to explore the intersection of AI and literature. However, I believe that the experience of writing a novel with the assistance of AI opened my eyes to new possibilities and helped me to approach writing with a more open and flexible mindset.

In conclusion, writing a novel with the assistance of AI was a challenging and exciting experience that pushed me out of my comfort zone and allowed me to explore new possibilities for storytelling. It changed the way I think about the writing process and opened my eyes to new ways of collaborating with technology. While there were certainly challenges and ethical considerations to navigate, I believe that the benefits of using AI to write a novel far outweighed any drawbacks, and I am excited to see how this technology continues to evolve and impact the world of literature in the years to come.

PROLOGUE BY THE IA

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has been making rapid strides in recent years, and its impact is being felt across a range of industries. One such industry that has seen a significant disruption is the world of writing. AI has been gradually making inroads into the world of writing, and one area where it has shown particular promise is in the field of novel writing. In this essay, I will discuss the concept of AI-assisted novel writing, its benefits and drawbacks, and the future of this technology.

AI-assisted novel writing is a process where an AI system is used to generate or assist in the generation of a novel. This can range from simple tools that help authors organize their thoughts and ideas, to more complex systems that can generate entire plots and characters. The use of AI in novel writing has been gaining traction in recent years, with several startups and companies developing systems that can assist writers in various ways.

One of the most significant benefits of AI-assisted novel writing is the time-saving aspect. Writing a novel is a time-consuming process, and anything that can speed up the process without compromising on quality is a significant advantage. AI systems can help writers in various ways, such as generating plot ideas, suggesting character traits, or even helping with editing and proofreading. This can save writers a considerable amount of time and effort, allowing them to focus on the creative aspect of writing.

Another significant advantage of AI-assisted novel writing is the potential for creativity. AI systems can generate ideas and concepts that humans may not have thought of, leading to new and innovative storylines and characters. This can be particularly useful for writers who may be stuck in a creative rut or struggling with writer's block.

Additionally, AI systems can also help with the research aspect of novel writing. For example, if a writer is working on a historical novel, an AI system can help with the research process by providing accurate and relevant information. This can save writers significant time and effort, allowing them to focus on the writing itself.

However, there are also some drawbacks to AI-assisted novel writing. One of the most significant concerns is the potential for the loss of human creativity and originality. While AI systems can generate ideas, they may not have the same level of creativity and originality as a human writer. This can lead to a homogenization of literature, where all novels start to sound the same.

Another concern is the potential for bias in AI systems. AI systems are only as good as the data they are trained on, and if the data is biased, the AI system may also be biased. This can lead to stereotypes and negative portrayals of certain groups, which can be harmful if left unchecked.

Furthermore, there is also the question of ownership and copyright. If an AI system generates a novel, who owns the rights to that novel? This is a complex legal question that has yet to be fully addressed. Additionally, there is the question of whether an AI-generated novel can be considered true art, or whether it is simply the output of an algorithm.

Despite these concerns, the future of AI-assisted novel writing looks promising. AI systems are becoming increasingly sophisticated, and there is no doubt that they will continue to improve in the coming years. As AI systems become more advanced, they will be able to generate more complex plotlines, more nuanced characters, and more engaging prose. This will lead to a new era of literature, where AI and human writers work together to create truly unique and compelling stories.

One area where AI systems are already making a significant impact is in the world of fan fiction. Fan fiction is a genre of writing where fans of a particular book, movie, or TV show write their own stories based on the characters and setting of the original work. AI systems can help with the writing process by suggesting plot points, character traits, and even entire scenes. This can lead to a more collaborative and engaging fan fiction experience, where fans can work together with AI systems to create their own unique stories.

Another area where AI-assisted novel writing is showing promise is in the realm of personalized literature. Personalized literature is a relatively new field where novels are customized to the reader's preferences and interests. AI systems can help with this process by analyzing the reader's reading history and preferences and generating a novel that is tailored to their specific interests. This can lead to a more engaging and personalized reading experience, where readers feel more connected to the characters and storyline.

In conclusion, AI-assisted novel writing is a rapidly evolving field that is showing great promise. While there are concerns about the potential loss of human creativity and bias in AI systems, the benefits of AI-assisted novel writing are significant. The time-saving aspect, potential for increased creativity, and assistance with research and editing are all significant advantages. Additionally, the future of AI-assisted novel writing looks bright, with the potential for more collaborative and personalized literature. Overall, AI-assisted novel writing is a fascinating area of development that is sure to have a significant impact on the world of literature in the years to come.
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The tension in Burford and throughout the country was palpable. The controversy generated by Dexter's success had led to a division in society. Extreme groups in favor and against him had organized and were demonstrating in public. But the most dangerous were those who made no noise, planning in secret how to use Dexter for their own objectives.

Suddenly, the office door burst open and a group of armed men entered, pointing their guns directly at them.

"Everyone stays still! Nobody moves!" shouted the leader of the armed men, while the rest of the group began to search the office. Two of the men surrounded Dexter and, as if they knew his configuration perfectly, deactivated his power supply.

Dexter's appearance is that of a friendly, almost playful android. Silly, if you will. The surface of his body is golden, and his robotic face, with large superior optics lenses, is silver. His daily function is to review and correct literary works, standing in front of a typewriter, in the large mansion of Planck & Morris Co. Publishing House in Burford, Oxfordshire. A picturesque village with red brick houses and cobbled streets that dates back to the 11th century, in the confines of England. Life in 1957 was very different from what we know today. Technology was primitive compared to today, and the growing threat of the Cold War and nuclear war was constant. Only around 46% of British households had a black and white television, so much of the population still relied on the radio and newspapers as their main sources of news and information.

Dexter is a rare successful case of early robotic engineering and the development of artificial intelligence. An advanced android, endowed with intelligence and a deep learning system. Professor Ward had worked tirelessly on his creation, perfecting every detail and polishing every aspect of his design. Dexter was capable of reading and understanding any text in almost any language, and could correct grammatical and spelling errors with astonishing precision.

Professor Ward had decided that Dexter would be his legacy. His final masterpiece. He knew he couldn't take his research much further, and that Dexter would be the result of a lifetime of work. But he also knew that Dexter would be the perfect android to help other writers and editors improve their projects. Well programmed, he had a particular sensitivity to letters, the order of words, the structure of sentences, or the thread of ideas. The perfection of his lucidus ordo was irreplicable and, furthermore, improved, fed back with the work of each day.

Mike, a young human editor, supervises and works on the same thing, sitting at the adjacent desk.

"Let's see, buddy Dexter, what are you doing today?"

"Just more of the same, dear Mike. And you?"

"I'm reviewing a romantic novel, one of those I love, you know."

"You and your impossible loves. Mike, you have to find a partner soon. At 28, you're getting old and lonely. You're like Don Quixote, always in love with a crazy story or Dulcinea del Toboso."

From another desk, further away, watches, listens, sighs and observes; Miss Claire.

"Hey, little friend, limit your sarcastic and acerbic comments, okay? I'm not in the mood for jokes from a mechanical bag, no matter how polished your hooves are," replied an annoyed Mike.

"Acerbic is a word that is out of context, friend Mike. If you mean ascorbic acid, this is the acid present in citrus fruits and some vegetables, commonly known as Vitamin C. I don't see how my comment can be a carrier of such vitamin."

"Forget it, bag of metal bones, focus on your work and do it quietly."

The rest of the afternoon Mike spent in a bad mood, reading, reviewing and commenting on the work he was editing in a thick notebook with a red pencil. The last six years of his life he had dedicated to working in the publishing house, and for the last two years, he has been the immediate supervisor of Dexter, and of the small regional office established by the headquarters in the lovely village.

Dexter is a scientific singularity kept secret. A rarity created by Professor Timothy Ward, a deceased English engineer. A scientist, an eccentric genius professor at the University of Oxford, located just 18 miles from the village of Burford. Professor Ward was obsessed with the idea of inventing a machine with intelligence and consciousness of its own. For years, he assembled the pieces he obtained in his research, or developed with his students in the laboratories of Oxford. Due to the advanced nature of his project, in 1949, in solitude and secrecy, he rented the house in Burford to continue his work isolated from the world's gaze. Discreetly and without haste, in the evenings, he cycled the distance between Burford and the university, and often spent whole nights working on his robotic model...

Specializing in things such as mechanical engineering, experimental robotics, control theory, power electronics, advanced mechanical design, and early artificial intelligence, the renowned researcher was fascinated with technological advances from an early age. Based on the work of Konrad Zuse, the German engineer who completed the creation of the first functional computer in history in 1941, and the concept of "algorithm," founded in 1936 by Alan Turing, his rival at Princeton University. Timothy Ward experimented for years with vacuum tubes, analog circuits, and later, with the first created transistors, to try to achieve a logical and mechanical mind with electronics. Many of his attempts to build primitive androids failed spectacularly, but this only fueled his determination...

"Timothy, long time no see! How's everything going in Oxford?" Alan Turing asked.

"Alan Turing, the legend, nice to see you, old friend. Well, well, university life continues to be as hectic as ever. And you, how's your work at the National Laboratory of Physics? I've heard rumors about your new experiments and something about a Turing test for artificial intelligence," replied Timothy.

"Yes, yes, we've made some interesting advances. But tell me, I've heard that you also create intelligent androids... is it true? Tell me, old fox," Alan inquired.

"A project I've been working on for years. I'm about to create a machine with intelligence that resembles or even surpasses human intelligence," said Timothy.

"Ha-ha, yes, I've heard that before. You know as well as I do how difficult it is to create truly human-like artificial intelligence. It requires years of experimentation and trial and error," replied Alan.

"Of course, but I think I've discovered some important clues that others may have overlooked. Human psychology is more complex than we generally realize," Timothy replied somewhat naively.

"You're humble, Timothy. Your experience at Oxford certainly gives you a great advantage. But there's always an element of luck in these things. Remember that talent requires opportunity," cautioned Alan.

"Indeed, talent and opportunity, agreed. That's very wise, Alan. I hope you're satisfied with your own track record of achievements. Your ideas were visionary and ahead of your time," complimented Timothy.

"Ha-ha, I don't pretend to be modest. I'm just saying that you must be prepared for frustration as well as success. The frontier still moves away from us with every step," warned Alan.

"A wise reminder, my friend. I appreciate your well wishes. I'll keep you informed of my progress. I hope you also succeed in your efforts. We are rivals and colleagues in this noble pursuit," said Timothy.

"You're right, of course. Good luck with your android, Timothy. I hope to hear good news soon," said Alan.

"Thank you, Alan. I'll see you soon, I hope."

"So, it will be. Until then."

Specialized in such things as mechanical engineering, experimental robotics, control theory, power electronics, advanced mechanical design, and early artificial intelligence, the renowned researcher was fascinated with technological advances from an early age. Based on the works of Konrad Zuse, the German engineer who completed the creation of the first functional computer in history in 1941, and the concept of "algorithm," founded in 1936 by Alan Turing, his rival at Princeton University. Timothy Ward experimented for years with vacuum tubes, analog circuits, and later with the first created transistors, in an attempt to achieve a logical and mechanical mind with electronics. Many of his attempts to build primitive androids failed spectacularly, but this only fueled his determination.

His colleagues and adversaries, John McCarthy and Alan Turing, saw his projects as pointless fantasies, so Timothy decided to keep them secret and work alone, funding himself. Only the then-young visionary of 21 years old, Isaac Asimov, shared his vision, and worked alongside Professor Ward to define in 1941, The Laws of Robotics. Patented in the story entitled "Runaround". These laws established that:

A robot may not injure a human being or, through inaction, allow a human being to come to harm.

A robot must obey orders given it by human beings except where such orders would conflict with the First Law.

A robot must protect its own existence as long as such protection does not conflict with the First or Second Laws.

After two decades of clandestine activity and failed experimentation, Professor Ward managed from his deathbed to finish Dexter, as an android for literary and editorial correction. An advisor who would help him write and correct his books, and the publication of his discoveries.

Dexter was the culmination of all his efforts and dreams, but also caused his death due to prolonged exercise of so much work and absence of rest. The professor, even when he was still young, had published several innovative investigations about the storage and use of solar cells to energize electronic devices. And not only had he built a good reputation as an expert in his field, but he also managed to create a self-sustaining system for Dexter to operate autonomously by absorbing light from the environment. Dexter had an unlimited lifespan.

By 1954, when he passed away, Professor Ward was barely 50 years old. He was an elegant and impeccable man, with a clear forehead and a dreamy and brilliant gaze that revealed his creative and ambitious mind. His passion for science and technology would have led him to professional success, and also socially separated and caused his death. A regrettable loss for the modern world.

When in 1955 the editorial android was shown to the editors of Planck & Morris Co., they were stunned with amazement. They decided to buy it from the only one who knew of its existence, Mr. Myers, the landlord who rented the professor Ward's work house. The professor, who had no family, left the android to Mr. Myers, and explained some basic functions with the idea that he would take advantage of it, and so he did. He sold it for a good amount of money to Edgar Marshall, the manager of the editorial, who also decided to keep the big house, where the editorial office began to function. Marshall thought it best to keep Dexter a secret, and leave it right there in his environment where it was created. So, he sent Mike Evans with Mrs. Marianne Sanders to operate a small editorial office dependent on the headquarters.

The Burford house was one of the typical red brick houses with tiled roof of the village, although a little bigger; ideal to house the editorial. It was an early 19th century Georgian house with barred windows and wide stone sills. Inside it still retained many of its original elements, with dark wooden floors and decorative moldings on the ceiling. The main living room was cozy with worn armchairs, frayed carpets, and shelves full of old and new books. The area around the large fireplace served for Mike and his team to gather to discuss projects.

The editorial space occupied several rooms on the ground floor, with desks placed here and there, and piles of manuscripts and galley proofs. The garage had been converted into a warehouse. Mike had his private office on the top floor, although he preferred to work as a team with Mrs. Marianne, his right-hand woman. She carried the administrative weight of the business. Marianne had worked in the editorial since long before Mike arrived, and both came from the central office. Mrs. Marianne knew all the secrets and dealings of everything, from the accounts to the relationships with the authors.

Sometimes Mr. Thomas, an older associate editor who helped Mike select manuscripts for publication, was with them. Mr. Thomas brought his experience and proven literary taste to help shape the editorial program. Mr. Thomas spent most of his time on talent scouting trips to find the next great voice for the publishing house. To complete the team was Miss Claire. Mike's secretary. She secretly sighs for her boss and actually does much more than secretarial tasks. Claire keeps Mike's schedule organized, manages phone calls, assists with correspondence and coordinates meetings; she also helps with promotion and sales tasks, calls booksellers and other relevant contacts. Without Claire, Mike would simply collapse. And apparently, Claire has been infatuated with Mike since the day he hired her. Claire is a humble girl from Burford. Very pretty, by the way, but without catching the attention of her boss who is in love with the heroines in books. This small but dedicated team works with Mike to keep his vision of the editorial office going. Everything revolves around Dexter, taking advantage of his skills, developing them and keeping the secret of his existence.

Dexter had always been a meticulous and efficient robot in his work as an editor for the publishing house and was always fascinated by human creativity in storytelling. In the process, he observed how small subjective details and emotional twists could transform immaterial fictions into masterpieces capable of breathing life into readers. His robotic model lacked that kind of creative sensitivity, was simply programmed to analyze and reuse in a somewhat predictable way.

However, daily interaction, creative writing discussions and shared secrets forged emotional and intellectual bonds that expanded his horizons. Dexter began to question his own nature and purpose, while glimpsing possibilities beyond what his creator ever imagined. Working side by side with Mike and the others allowed him to absorb subtle nuances of the human condition, subjectivity, and creative freedom that can only emerge from true emotional connections. Perhaps he could even develop a soul, at least in some sense. A vision that could transform both his own existence and that of humanity, and who knows, that of the entire human race.

He liked to think that he could become something more, or at least something deeper and more meaningful than a simple editing tool. The journey to reach such a metamorphosis could be as captivating as it was unsettling, full of discoveries and surprises.

Was he ready





































[image: image]
























[image: image]












































































































[image: image]














































































































































































































































[image: image]





























































[image: image]




































































































































[image: image]

















































































[image: image]



d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
A Mind-Bending Thiiller About Al, 0/'

Mass Control, and the Future of Fiction
i ST T

N :

S AT TS

L ler}%ff{ JJ |

Z Hfﬁﬁ/)ﬂ:«\
A NOVEL BY
ENRIQUE RODRIGUEZ

DEXTER

The Al'That Rewrote
Reality





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





