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Introduction
Want to start a successful blog for free in 2024 and make money doing what you love? Look no further and keep reading.
 
In this book, I will cover the steps for you to follow to get started. But, the most important part is how you can make money without spending a penny. 
 
I do warn you that this is not a “get-rich quick” book. This is a “make money for sure” book. The strategies and tactics I layout in this book take time. When starting a blog, you have to grow an audience. You have get attention from people to do the latter. This is simple but not easy. So keep reading if I interested you in making money with your writing.
 
First, let me introduce myself. My name is Jose Montanez. I am active duty U.S. service member. Since 2020, I have been exploring content writing. I love to write, you see. I started writing for medium.com. Then I branched out to start my own blog. You can check them out on Wix, BlogHunch, and Blogger.
 
One thing I learned was that I was bleeding money at first. I wanted to reach people and make money. I wanted to serve my audience but I have none. Or rather I had an audience that was not going to buy from me. I am talking about friends and family. Sometimes, they would not even engage with your content, such as giving you a like or a clap. This was heartbreaking to me. I did learn that my writing needed to improve, though. It was obvious to me that my friends and family did not engage with my content for two reasons. One, they were not my target audience. And two, my writing was not interesting enough for them. Which ties back to number one - not my target audience. 
 
So I wanted to write this book to help people get started without spending money upfront. There are steps for you to follow to grow. You must grow first and then start serving your audience. The latter refers to making money. And there are many different ways of doing this. I will cover them in this book.
 
So thank you for reading. I hope it brings you value and inspires you to take action TODAY!

Chapter 1: Choose a Niche
I'm sure you have either heard or read this before. This is a not a new concept. And it still remains as important today as it did years ago. Nothing has changed in that aspect. 
But why? There are several reasons for this. First is competition. The blogging landscape is more competitive today than ever before. Thus, it's difficult to stand out from the crowd unless you focus on a specific niche.
Second is your audience. After choosing a niche, you target your audience. This attracts readers interested in what you have to say. Thus, it brings attention to your content. This is the audience that is more likely to engage with your content. More engagement equals growth and chances of you making money. 
Third is your expertise. It's easier for you to become an expert in a specific niche than an expert in everything. Besides, the latter is a fallacy, so drop it. If you are an expert in everything, you are an expert in nothing. It's like the teachings of Sun Tzu in The Art of War. "If you attack everywhere, you attack nowhere." Your focus on this specific niche will make your content more valuable to your audience. And that's what you want to make money. You want to serve your audience. Otherwise, you will not survive.
Fourth and last is monetization. There are a number of ways to do this. You can include ads, affiliate links, or sell products or services within your content. Another reason why you have to focus on a specific niche. Otherwise, your content will fall on deaf ears or uninterested eyes.
Tips for Choose a Niche
 
	Think about your interests and passions. What do you love to talk about and learn about? This helps you with not only your content but with your energy level. You see writing involves research. Both are exhausting to your brain. If you focus on something that does not interest you, then you are likely to burn out. The cognitive overload is too much for you to bear long-term. 

	Consider your expertise. What do you know a lot about? What could you teach others? This likely aligns with activities or work that you are doing right now. That means you can streamline your content creation. You don't have to start from scratch or set aside more time for it.

	Research your competition. Are there other blogs in your niche? If so, how can you make your blog different and better? This helps you stand out. A way to do this is scoping down your niche so you become the authority in it. Of course, this takes time. But, you can narrow your niche down to be "the one" talking about it. For instance, let's say your niche is making money online. You can scope it down to making money online with Instagram. You can further scope it down to making money online with Instagram theme pages. 

	Think about your target audience. Who do you want to read your blog? What are their interests and needs? This takes time and research. You can get ideas of your target audience from Quora, Facebook groups, and Reddit. You can also leverage artificial intelligence tools and websites for this. This research will also identify what interests your target audience. You can laser focus your content to them.

 
Here’s a list of the top 5 niches for a successful blog in 2024 based on current trends:
 
	Personal finance. People are always looking for ways to improve their finances. And as inflation continues to skyrocket, people want more money in their pocket. Check out my book on this topic.

	Health and Wellness. People consider their health now than ever before. So a blog that provides information on diet and exercise targets a wide audience. Check out my book on sprinting vs long-distance running and book on water ionization.

	Technology. This "bad boy" is always evolving. So blog that keeps readers up-to-date on the latest trends is of value. This is also the most likely niche to surpass the rest. So write about artificial intelligence, machine learning, blockchain, and the meta verse, to name a few.

	Business. There are a million of entrepreneurs out there. So a blog that provides tips on starting and running a successful business is a hot topic. Check out my book on making money online. This provides steps to start an online business.

	Self-improvement. People are always looking for ways to improve themselves. Provide tips on personal development, productivity, and other topics. Check out my articles on medium for ownership and productivity.

 
Resources:
	My profile on medium.com

	My blog on BlogHunch.com

	My book on “How to Prepare for the Next Recession”

	My book on “Sprinting vs Long-Distance Running”

	My book on “Water Ionization”

	My book on “7 Proven Ways to Making Money Online”

	Article on extreme ownership

	Article on productivity.


Chapter 2: Pick a Free Domain Name and Hosting Provider
First, I am going to assume you are brand new at blogging. So let me explain what a domain name and hosting provider is.
 
A domain name is a unique address that identifies a website on the internet. This is the URL people type into their web browser to access your website. For example, the domain name for Google is google.com
 
Registrars register and manage your domain name. When you register your domain, you lease it for a period of time from a registrar. The period of time is usually a year. You can renew your registration at the end of the lease period to keep your domain name. 
 
Your domain name is important because it makes it easy for people to find your website. Otherwise, people have to remember the IP address to access it. This is very difficult and inconvenient. You want to make it easy for people to find your website.
 
A hosting provider is a company that provides space on a server. The web host connects your website to the world wide web, i.e., the internet.
 
With that out of the way, let's cover how you can access free domain names and hosting providers. I am going to start with the hosting provider. When we want to start for free, the hosting provider is likely the way to go first. That's because the hosting provider will have a free plan and will let you choose a domain name. All for free.
 
Here are the benefits and challenges of the top 5 free hosting providers:
	Benefits and Challenges of the Top 5 Hosting Providers
	 
	Benefits	Challenges
	blogger.com	Free and easy to use	Limited customization options
	Reliable uptime	Limited control over blog
	Wide range of features	Fewer monetization options
	Large community of users	 

	wordpress.com	Free and easy to use	Limited customization options
	Reliable uptime	Limited control over blog
	Wide range of features	Fewer monetization options
	Large community of users	 

	wix.com	Free and easy to use	Limited customization options
	Wide range of features	Limited control over blog
	Large community of users	Fewer monetization options
	Drag and drop interface	Slow loading times
	Mobile-friendly websites	 

	Security (SSL certificates)	 

	weebly.com	Free and easy to use	Limited customization options
	Wide range of features	Limited control over blog
	Large community of users	Fewer monetization options
	Mobile-friendly websites	 

	Security (SSL certificates)	 

	Drag and drop interface	 

	Easy to use eCommerce features 	 

	Built-in SEO tools	 

	000webhost.com	Free hosting	Limited resources
	Easy to use	Poor customer service
	Wide range of features	Ads

Here are two additional free platforms for you. I use these two as well:
	Additional Free Platforms Benefits and Challenges
	 
	Benefits	Challenges 
	medium.com	Large audience	Less control over your blog
	Easy to use	Competition
	High quality content	Less monetization potential
	Good monetization options	 

	bloghunch.com	Save time	Not all ideas are good
	Get new ideas	Not all ideas are original
	Improve your blog content	Requires effort

Resources:
	My blog on medium.com

	My blog on bloghunch.com

	My blog on blogger.com

 

Chapter 3: Set up your Blog
Next step is setting up your blog. I will use the ones that I have experience with: Blogger, Medium, BlogHunch, and Wix. Although, they are all pretty straightforward. Wix is likely that one that you have to do a little more work than the rest. Still is pretty easy to set up. 
 
Blogger
	Go to blogger.com.

	Type the name of the blog. Mine is Monty Lifestyle Blog.

	Type the domain name. Keeping your domain name free involves having ".blogspot.com" after your domain name.

	Type in your name as it will show on the blog.

	Write your first post.

That's it for blogger.com. On to the next one.
Medium
	Go to medium.com.

	Sign up with your gmail account, facebook, or email.

	Click on "write" on the top right corner of the page.

	Write your first post.

That's it for medium.com. On to the next one.
BlogHunch
	Go to bloghunch.com.

	Sign up with your gmail account or email.

	Type the name of the blog. Mine is Monty Lifestyle.

	Type your domain name. Keeping your domain name free involves having ".mybloghunch.com" after your domain name.

	Finish setting up your account and website.

	Write your first post.

That's it for bloghunch.com. On to the next one.
 
Wix
	Go to wix.com.

	Create an account.

	Choose a template for your blog.

	Type the name of your blog.

	Type the domain name. Keeping your domain free involves having ".wixsite.com" after your domain name.

	Finish setting up your account and website.

	Write your first post.

That's it for wix.com.
There you have it. The simple step-by-step guide to setting up your blog. Pretty easy!
Here are my different blog platforms:
	Monty Lifestyle Blog on blogger.com

	Medium profile on medium.com

	Monty Lifestyle on bloghunch.com

	Monty Healthy Lifestyle on wix.com

 

Chapter 4: Choose a Theme and Design your Blog
A theme is a collection of templates and style sheets. These define the look and feel of your blog. It includes layout colors, fonts, and other design elements. Themes can be free or premium. With the latter, you pay. This book is for starting your blog for free. Remember that.
Themes are important. A well-designed theme makes a blog more visually appealing and easier to navigate. It also creates a sense of identity for the blog. Both make memorable for its visitors.
Here are the benefits of using a theme on your blog:
	Benefits of Using a Theme
	Consistency	Helps create a consistent look and feel for your blog. It makes it look more professional and credible.
	Customization	Matches your brand and preferences. This means you create a blog that is truly unique.
	Ease of use	You can install and customize a theme on your blog even without any coding experience.
	SEO benefits	Some hosting providers design SEO-friendly themes. This helps your blog rank higher in search engine results pages.

A design refers to the overall look and feel of your blog. This includes the theme as well as the logo, images, and videos. In other words, the theme is the blueprint for the design of your blog. The design of your blog is the final product. The theme provides the basic structure and style of your blog. The design adds your unique touch.
Here are some tips for designing your blog:
	Key Elements of Blog Design
	Layout	This refers to the arrangement of the different elements of the blog page. This includes header, footer, sidebar, etc.
	Colors	Choose colors that complement and match your brand and purpose.
	Fonts	Choose easy to read fonts. Also, use fonts that match your brand and purpose.
	Images	Use high-quality images and optimize them for the web.
	Other design elements	Use videos, social media buttons, and call-to-action buttons to enhance the look and feel of your blog.

Design your blog around your target audience and the type of content you will present. Start by identifying the purpose of your blog. What do you want to achieve with your blog? Do you want to educate? Or entertain? Or sell something? Your blog’s purpose informs your choice of theme and design.
Choose a theme that’s responsive. This means that your blog will look good on all devices. This includes smartphones, tablets, and laptops. Wix is pretty good at this even on their
	Tips for Designing your Blog
	Use s simple and clean design	Use high-quality images and videos
	Use white space effectively	Make sure your blog is mobile-friendly
	Don’t be afraid to experiment	Don’t overthink it
	Ask for help	
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