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FOREWORD

​
by Paul Lindstrom

It was the Puritan cleric, John
Owen, who wrote: “Sin may be the occasion of greatest sorrow when there is
no sorrow for sin.” How tragic it is today that absence of sorrow is
exponentially prevalent within the church.

In the Bible, God’s people are
identified as the “Church of the living God the pillar and ground of the
truth.” The
fact is, however, that the Church of the 1990’s caught up in innane
and vacuous music, show-biz-like entertainment, and a happy clappy,
make-me-feel-good, “itching ears”(2 Tim. 4:4) theology of life, is no longer
interested in strong doctrine and a Biblical world and life view.
Sin in high places, for example, is seldom if ever
mentioned.

Every day in the U.S. over 4000
babies in the womb are murdered in the most barbaric ways. Known
sodomites and notorious philanderers serve in the U.S. Congress and
administrate top-level government positions. Sexual promiscuity
abounds. Where is the prophetic voice in the midst of such erotic
and libidinous carnality? Second amendment rights to keep and bear
arms are in peril and government spending has reached catastrophic
proportions. Where is the righteous indignation of denominational
leaders and mega-church pulpiteers? Why the deafening silence?
Isaiah tells us: “His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant,·they are
all dumb dogs: they cannot bark” (Isaiah 56:10). We are witnessing the
horrendous demoralization of America, South Africa, and much of the
rest of the world due to the apathy of the church. Humanists are in
power in Washington, D.C. because of dumb dogs in the pulpit.
Homosexuals have wreaked havoc upon American society because of
barkless dogs and blind watchmen in our churches. The ungodly rule
because of cowardly and compromised Christian
leadership.

Such impenetrable leadership
has impacted every realm of Christian activity. There liability and
authenticity of the Bible is now being debated and questioned on
many evangelical college campuses which are hardly distinguishable
from their secular counterparts. Christian bookstores and
publishers promote their mishmash of “Christian Rock” artist albums and other
incongruous “music.” The aisles and catalogues are filled with psychological
discourses on everything from the “complete” female to the “incomplete” male. Easy believism alongside of
caricatures of God that are but figments of writers’ imaginations
all contribute to this man-made cacophony.

The weak-kneed behaviour of the
vast majority of today’s Christian leadership, and its nauseous
harvest of congregational indifference, have left our country
adrift like a ship without a “compass.” God’s hand of judgement, therefore, is
increasingly evident.

The plague of Aids, soaring droughts,
relentless flooding, devastating hurricanes, suffocating blizzards,
gigantic mudslides, monstrous forest fires, growing government
tyranny, humiliating defeats in battle, economic calamities,
unexplained sickness, and disastrous earthquakes are the judgements
of God upon a careless and rebellious people.

We have been weighed in the balance. We have
been found wanting.

Greater judgements await us unless we repent
and return to God.

In this critical hour, how
desperately we need, as Peter Hammond has written, to
“put feet to our
faith.” The
time has come to quit sitting in the back seat of humanism’s bus.
Jesus said: Christians are “to occupy even in the face of persecution, even
in the midst of conflict. To those who put feet to their faith and
make the Great Commission their supreme ambition ultimate victory
is assured. The day will come when:

“the
earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord,
as the waters cover the sea. Habakkuk 2:14


Grace and peace to you.

Rev. Dr. Paul Lindstrom

Pastor, Church of Christian
Liberty,
Chicago. August 1998

Founder and
Superintendent, Christian Liberty Academy and Christian Liberty Academy Satellite
Schools.
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INTRODUCTION

​ The Adventure of
Discipleship

My adventure of discipleship began on 3rd
April 1977. It was on that Sunday evening that I wandered into a
local cinema in Cape Town. I did not realise that it had been hired
by the local Baptist Church for an evangelistic rally. My family
had recently moved to South Africa from what was then Rhodesia. At
that time in South Africa cinemas were all closed by law every
Sunday in honour of the Lord’s Day.

So I was somewhat puzzled to
seethe cinema packed with people singing religious songs. I sat
down in one of the only seats still open - near the front. The
hymns were followed by testimonies and prayers. I wondered when the
film would start. Perhaps this is what South Africans do instead of
adverts and previews on Sundays, I thought. All the same, it seemed
a bit excessive to have over half an hour of all this
“religious stuff ‘
before a film!

When the visiting evangelist,
Rev. Rex Matthie, stood up to speak, it dawned on me that no film
was coming - but I was close to the front and felt trapped. That
was the first time I heard the Gospel! The sacrifices and
sufferings of Christ were described. “This is what Christ has done for
you”
declared the preacher. “What have you ever done for
Him?”

His challenge pierced my heart. I had done
absolutely nothing for Christ. I had never even thanked God for His
creation, for my life or health. I realised that I was a
self-centred, lost sinner -truly deserving of the condemnation of
Almighty God on the Day of Judgement. When the appeal was made at
the end I went forward and publicly committed my life to
Christ.

Jeers and sarcastic comments awaited me at
home and at school, but my course was set: I had decided to follow
Jesus -no turning back! My pastor, ‘Doc’ Watson, tells me that from
the beginning I harassed him for more teaching and for
opportunities to serve the Lord. Within two months I was working on
a Scripture Union team for a Holiday Mission in Somerset West.
During that outreach I gave my first message - a missionary
challenge - at the local Presbyterian church.

Within the year I was a Sunday School
teacher, youth leader and ran the book table. I devoured Christian
literature, attended every meeting and training course possible -
whether on evangelism, counselling, holiness or missions. Door to
door evangelism, tract distribution in the streets, ministering in
old age homes and other Christian service filled my days. One
prayer I prayed over and over was: “Break me, melt me, mould me,
fill me, Spirit of the Living God fall afresh on me.”

Of course I often had more zeal than good
sense and doubtless I stepped on more toes and offended many people
- by my breathless enthusiasm and headlong rush to present the
Gospel challenge to anyone and everyone I came across - more than I
am even aware of. My wife tells me I still do - but then adds that
I’ve become much more considerate than I used to be. I certainly
hope so.

After my first cross border
missionary outreach to Mozambique, in 1982, ‘Doc’ Watson, gave me
the opportunity take the Sunday morning service.
“Most missionaries
tell of what they’ve done. I’m always more interested in what
they’ve learned!” When the early Christian missionaries, Paul and Barnabas
returned, they blessed the sending churches with spiritual and
practical insights they had learned in the field (Acts 14:27 and
Acts 15).

That challenge gripped me. What
had I learned? Since then I have always tried to answer that
question - in report backs and through Frontline Fellowship News
reports. Now in
this book: Putting Feet to Your Faith I have packed some of the most life
changing lessons that I have learned from the mission fields of
Eastern Europe and Africa. It is my prayer that these principles
and stories will challenge, bless, inspire and transform you and
your work and witness as it has mine.

“How beautiful
on the mountains are the feet of those who bring Good News, who
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation. . .
Your God reigns!” Isaiah 52:7

“Be strong in
the Lord and in His mighty power. . . Stand firm then, with the
belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of
righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the
readiness that comes from the Gospel of peace. . . ”
Ephesians
6:10-15
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Chapter 1

​
AT THE HEART OF THE MATTER

What is Wrong with our World?

Almost on a daily basis each of us is
confronted by the reality of a world that is in rebellion to its
Creator. The desecration of the Lord’s Day, the proliferation of
pornography, the escalation of crime and violence, the break down
of moral standards, the break up of families, the explosion of
child abuse and the legalisation of abortion all remind us that we
live in a sinful society which has forgotten God.

What is wrong with our world? Sin. Mankind
is in rebellion against God.

What is Wrong with the Church?

Almost as often, we wonder what is wrong
with the church. Why has so much of the church become so
ineffective? How can it be that so many Christians in so many
churches have such a diminishing effect on the moral climate of
society? Can we honestly say that we have been praying and working
against evil when we see evil increasing? (Matt 18:18-20; Psalm
94:16). Has the salt of the earth lost its saltiness? Is the light
of the world being hidden under a bowl? (Matt 5:13-16). During the
last 16 years of travelling extensively and ministering in 21
countries, I have had the privilege of witnessing several churches
operating as God intended them to - in revival. Since experiencing
the powerful presence and blessing of God in the revivals of
Romania and KwaSizabantu, it has been very hard to fit back into
the shallow and half-hearted state of most churches in our home
countries.

From the perspective of the persecuted
churches of Pakistan, China, Cuba, Iran and Sudan, and in the light
of the revivals in Romania, Sudan and Zululand, it becomes crystal
clear what is wrong with the average church in the West. Our
churches are devoid of the fear of the Lord. The reverential awe
and worship of God is missing. Most congregations lack true
spiritual’ leadership and almost never practise Biblical standards
of church discipline. Many church-goers feel like Christians, but
think like humanists. They believe they have Christian hearts, but
it’s quite clear that most have humanist minds, reading more of the
newspapers than they ever do of the Bible and watching TV more than
they worship Christ.

Like the church of Laodicea it
could be said of most South African, West European or American
church-goers: “I know your deeds, that you are neither hot nor cold I
wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are
lukewarm

- neither hot nor cold -I am
about to spit you out of My mouth. . . you do not realise that you
are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. . . So be earnest and
repent. “ Rev 3:15-19

The Church is like a rescue boat. The rescue
boat must be in the sea rescuing the perishing, but the sea must
not be in the boat. In the same way, the church must be in the
world rescuing the perishing, but the world must not be in the
church.

The tragedy of many modern
churches is that: by lowering its standards to allow the
unconverted easy access, the church has become flooded and swamped
by the world. It is now becoming increasingly difficult to discern
any substantial differences between the opinions, moral standards
and even conduct of “Christians” and the pagans.

The published statistics of
church growth and the vast numbers coming forward at mass crusades
are impressive. Yet those of us who deal with the individual in the
pews and on the streets are deeply disturbed. The church generally
seems to be growing mostly in quantity. The quality of devotional and spiritual life and moral
standards seems to be deteriorating as the church is expanding in
numbers. It is as though the churches have become like huge combine
harvesters, yet lacking cutting blades: impressive machinery, much
noise and activity -but ineffective in dealing with the
harvest.

If the Gospel is the cutting blade of the
church, then we need to ask: what could have blunted our Gospel
preaching?

What is Wrong with the Gospel Preached?

Listening to the average
“Gospel”
message proclaimed
from all too many pulpits and on radio and TV, it is hard to avoid
the conclusion that most evangelistic messages today are
man-centred, emotion-based, weak and shallow. The
“Just
believe” gospel is cheap. Judas sold Christ for 30 pieces of silver.
We just give Him away free. The “Just pray this prayer”
message is
superficial and it produces superficial converts. The
“easy
believism” so often proclaimed is synthetic. It’s like white bread.
All the natural goodness has been refined out and artificial
ingredients have been added.

The Missing Parts of the Gospel Message

Seldom does one hear
the nature of
God taught
on, expounded and explained. To assume that our hearers truly
understand - and appreciate - the majesty, the holiness and the
glory of our all-powerful, all-knowing, infinite and eternal
Creator is presumptuous.

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of all
wisdom (Prov 9:10). The Lord’s mercy extends to those who fear Him
(Acts 10:35). The Lord instructs those who fear Him (Psalm 25 :12).
The foundation for effective service is the fear of the Lord
(Joshua 24:14). The Lord’s great blessing is upon those who fear
Him (Psalm 31:19). Yet, how often do we hear these great truths
proclaimed?

“The Law of
the Lord is perfect, converting the soul”
Psalm 19:7
and “..
. through the Law we become conscious of sin” Romans 3:20. Yet how often do
we proclaim the Law of God?

Martin Luther declared:
“The first duty of
the Gospel preacher is to declare God s Law and show the nature of
sin.”

John Bunyan said:
“The man who does
not know the nature of the Law cannot know the nature of
sin.”

John Wesley suggested that evangelists
should preach 90% Law and 10% Grace.

Charles Finney wrote:
“Failure to use the
Law is almost certain to result in false hope, the introduction of
a false standard of Christian experience, and to fill the church
with false converts.”

Charles Spurgeon
declared: “They will never accept Grace till they tremble before a
just and Holy Law.”

As our Lord taught:
“Do
not think I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth,
until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the
least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law. .
. Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and
teaches others to do the same will be called least in the Kingdom
of Heaven, but whoever practises and teaches these commands will be
called great in the Kingdom of Heaven.” Matthew 5:17-19

Similarly, the wrath of God,
the doctrine of
eternal judgement and the reality of Hell receive scant attention
in most modern sermons. “... For they would not follow His ways; they did not obey
His Law. So He poured out on them His burning anger. . . ”
Isaiah
42:24,25

“.. . Do not
be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more.
But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after the
killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell Yes, I tell
you fear God.” Luke 12:4,5

“.. . Whoever
rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on
him.” John 3:36

“The wrath of
God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and
wick edness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness. . .
”Romans 1:18

Even the heart of the Gospel
message - the redemption achieved by the blood of Christ’s atonement
on the cross -
receives surprisingly little emphasis from most modern
evangelists. “.. . Without the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness.” Hebrews 9:22

“God presented
Him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in His
blood.” Romans 3:25

The Scriptures declare
that: “..
. the blood of Jesus, His Son purifies us from all sin.”
1 John 1:7 -Yet how
often do we hear that message proclaimed?

Also conspicuous by its absence
is a Biblical emphasis and understanding of repentance. I have heard prominent
evangelists say that “repentance is just saying you ‘re
sorry”!

By way of contrast the Bible emphasises
three aspects of repentance:

Conviction - a change of mind

Contrition - a change of heart

Conversion - a change of life.

“Let the
wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn
to the Lord, and He will have mercy on him. ..”
Isaiah
55:7

It is not enough to confess our sin, we also
need to mentally reject sin, to loathe it and forsake it.
Repentance involves a change of will, a change of belief and a
change of behaviour.

UnBiblical Additions to the Gospel

In place of the Biblical message of the
holiness of God, the sinfulness of man, the Law of God, the wrath
of God and eternal judgement, and the need for repentance from sin
and faith in the atonement of Christ’s blood, many preachers have
substituted a series of unBiblical innovations.

Nowhere in the Bible will you find any
example of an evangelist, apostle or disciple using any of the
following popular phrases or techniques:

“God loves
you and has a wonderful plan for your life.”
Instead Scripture
makes it clear that God is angry with those who refuse to obey and
eternity in hell is His plan for the unrepentant.

“Accept Jesus
as your personal Saviour”. “Accept” is the weakest word possible and it is never used
in any evangelistic context. Why don’t we use the powerful words
used in the Bible? eg. “God . . . now commands all people everywhere to
repent” -
Acts 17:30.

A call to submit to Christ or
to surrender our lives to Him as Lord and Saviour would be more
Biblical than a weak appeal to “accept Jesus.”

“Only you can
open the door of your heart. Jesus is standing at the door of your
heart knocking. He is a gentleman and will
only
come in if invited.
The handle is only on the inside. Only you can let Him in.”
This imaginative
emotional appeal ignores the sovereignty of God. In the case of the
conversion of Saul on the road to Damascus, it would appear that
our Lord kicked the door in without any “permission” from Saul (Acts 9).

Nowhere in the Bible do we find a single
incident of an evangelist or disciple using such imagery to
describe conversion. Throughout the Gospels and the book of Acts we
are challenged to come to Christ and seek entry into His house. Now
we are expected to believe that the situation has so reversed that
Christ now comes to us and asks us to allow Him entry!

Perhaps this concept is derived
from Revelation 3:20. However that verse is part of Christ’s letter
to the church at Laodicea. Far from having any evangelistic
application, it is a severe rebuke to a lukewarm church:
“I know your deeds,
that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or
the other! So, because you are lukewarm - neither hot nor cold -I
am about to spit you out of my mouth. .. Those whom I love I rebuke
and discipline. So be earnest and repent. Behold I stand at the
door and knock. . . ” Revelation 3:15-20

It is tragic that part of the
letter written to warn the church against the danger of
half-heartedness, worldliness and compromise could have been so
abused as to produce lukewarm, semi-saved converts. If only the
full context of this passage was used as often as verse 20. Or have
strong Biblical words like “rebuke,” “discipline,” “be earnest” and “repent” become unacceptable to today ‘s modern
congregations?

Similarly the insipid
phrases “Just believe” and “just pray this prayer” are unBiblical. We certainly must
believe - but it is the entire Bible which we must study, believe,
obey, proclaim and apply. We must pray but we need to do much more
than “just
pray. “ The
Great Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ commands us to
“Make disciples. .
. teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”
To place a
“just”
in front of any of
the commands of Scripture is to devalue all the other important
requirements.

Along with these phrases we
have accepted several inadequate slogans to convey apparently
Christian messages such as: “Christians aren’t perfect - just
forgiven.” While it is true to say that we are forgiven, yet are
imperfect, the insertion of the overused “just” turns this slogan into a dangerous half
truth. Are we only forgiven? Are we not regenerated as well as
redeemed? And what about sanctification? If we have not evidenced a
dramatic transformation in our beliefs, moral standards, way of
life, behaviour and conduct then it is doubtful we are even
forgiven (1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Galatians 5:19-25).

The Gospel According to Our Lord Jesus
Christ

The recorded examples of how our Lord
counselled individuals for salvation stand in sharp contrast to our
modern message and methods:

The rich young ruler was
earnest. He did not merely raise his hand while every head was
bowed and every eye was closed. He did not merely walk down the
aisle in response to an impassioned appeal. No, while every eye was
opened and every head raised he ran to Christ. Rather than merely
bow his head and repeat a set prayer, he fell on his knees before
Christ and pleaded “.. . What must I do to inherit eternal life?”
Mark
10:17

What was our Lord’s response?
Did He say “just believe” or “just pray this prayer”? Did He tell him that God loved him and
had a wonderful plan for his life? No. Jesus rebuked him:
“Why do you call me
good? No one is good -except God alone.” Our Lord began with
the nature of God
and the nature of man. Only God is holy. All men are sinners.

You may ask why Christ rebuked him. Surely
our Lord is God? Yes, but did the young man realise that? Was he
merely seeking to flatter man or did he realise with whom he was
talking?

Next, our Lord reminded him
of the Ten
Commandments: “You know the commandments: Do not murder, do not commit
adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not
defraud, honour your father and mother” Mark 10:19.

Many would ask what the Law has
to do with eternal life. The Scriptures state that:
“..
. The Law was our tutor, to bring us to Christ, that we might be
justified by faith” Galatians 3:24.

Telling people that
“Jesus is the
answer” before they are asking the question is not helpful. No
teacher hands out answer sheets to the students before an exam.
Declaring that “Jesus saves” to people who are not yet conscious of a need to
be saved is ineffective. Until people know the “bad news” of hell they are not ready to
know the “good news” of heaven. Until our hearers appreciate the eternal
implications of the Holiness of God and the depravity of man, the
holy Law of God and eternal judgment -they are not ready to receive
the glorious message of redemption through the sacrifice of Christ.
To put it more bluntly: until we understand that we are wicked
sinners, lost and justly doomed to an eternity in hell we are not
ready to truly appreciate the message of “.. . repentance and forgiveness of sins. .
. ” Luke
24:47.

Incredibly, the young man declared that he
had obeyed all those commandments since he was young. No doubt he
was an extraordinary individual morally upright and devoutly
religious - yet he lacked an awareness of his sinfulness. The
greatest fault is to be aware of none.

So our Lord tells him:
“One thing you
lack. . . Go, sell everything you have and give -to the poor, and
you will have treasures in heaven. Then come, follow Me”
Mark 10:21. Some
may say that the Lord was demanding several things of him, but it
actually amounted to one thing: repentance.

Our Lord had singled out the
first commandment “You shall have no other gods before me”, and the last
“You shall not
covet” The
rich young ruler had apparently made an idol of his wealth. His
riches had become more important to him than obedience to
God.

The Ten Commandments deal with our
relationships with God, our parents and other people. They deal
with God, worship, speech, time, authority, life, love, property,
truth and conscience. They forbid polytheism, idolatry, profanity,
desecration of the Sabbath, dishonouring of parents, murder,
adultery, theft, perjury and coveting. By studying the Law of God
we come to realise how far short we fall.

The message to those who recognise their
transgressions is one of repentance and faith. And as repentance
without faith is not true repentance, so faith without repentance
is not true faith.

When he heard what our Lord
required, “.. . the man s face fell. He went away sad, because he had
great wealth” Mark 10:22: Instead of chasing after him and lowering the
standard, “Jesus said to His disciples, ‘How hard it is for the rich
to enter the kingdom of God!’ The disciples were amazed at His
words. But Jesus said again, ‘Children, how hard it is to enter the
kingdom of God!’” Mark 10:23-24

How often don’t we claim that it is easy to
be saved? Yet our Lord didn’t lower the standard. In fact He taught
that it would be hard to enter the kingdom of God. Not only hard
for the rich but hard for anyone!

“The disciples
were even more amazed, and said to each other, ‘Who then can be
saved?’ Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With man this is
impossible. . . ”’ Mark 10:26-27

Do we realise the implications of this? All
mankind is lost and no one can save himself. Neither can any
pastor, evangelist or denomination save anybody. No amount of
sacraments, praying, singing or preaching can save anyone.
Eloquence cannot do it, neither can emotional techniques or a
charged atmosphere.

“With man this
is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with
God” Mark 10:27. A Biblical illustration of conversion is found
in John 11 when our Lord stood before the tomb and called
out: “Lazarus, come out!”

Now Lazarus had been dead for
four days. Is it reasonable to call upon a decaying corpse to
respond? Nevertheless that is what evangelism is. Outside of Christ
we are dead in our transgressions and sins (Eph. 2: 1). Faith is a
gift from God (Eph. 2:8) and faith comes from hearing the Word of
God (Romans 10:17). “The
Gospel. . . is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who
believes” Romans 1:16. Only the Word of God can save, so why do we
subtract from this powerful life-giving Word? And why do we think
we can add anything of value to it?

Jesus then emphasised the need
for sacrifice and for endurance of persecutions. Finally He promised blessings, rewards
and
eternal life
to those who obey
His message (Mark 10:28-31).

This then is the bold and balanced Gospel of
Christ: God is a holy God and His righteous standards are seen in
His Law. Man is sinful and needs to repent from his wickedness and
trust in Christ. This repentance and faith is to be evident in
obedience to Christ, a willingness to sacrifice and to suffer
persecution. To those who do so He promises great blessings,
rewards and eternal life.

Instead of offering a weak,
diluted, man centred message of “just believe and receive,”
we need to
faithfully proclaim a Christ centred, Bible based and Holy Spirit
led message of “repentance and obedience.” Rather than making converts we need
to: “.. .
make disciples. . . teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. . . ” Matthew 28:19-20.

It is this message which deals with the
heart of the matter. Anything else would be as inadequate as
placing a band-aid plaster on a cancer. However, the Gospel of
Christ faithfully proclaimed would result in a purged, purified,
prayerful and powerful church -prepared to honour and obey Christ
in all areas of life.
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Chapter 2

​
The New Paganism

It is no longer just primitive tribes that
are involved in idolatry, ancestor worship and superstitions.
Missionaries are not only confronted with witchcraft in the jungles
but also in the cities. It is not only in the 1bird World that one
finds child sacrifice and cannibalism - it is becoming prevalent in
the West as well.

“For although
they knew God, they neither glorified Him as God nor gave thanks to
Him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were
darkened.” Romans 1:21

Western civilisation has moved from the age
of reason to non-reason, from scepticism to mysticism, from
disbelief in the Bible to gullible acceptance of every idle fad,
theory and ideology.

“Although they
claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of
the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man. . .
” Romans 1:22,23

Western Idolatry

While claiming to be secular, the average
Westerner is in fact very religious. The modern secular religion of
humanism has its own traditions, myths, rituals, systems of belief,
values, codes of behaviour and institutions. Humanism even has its
own objects of worship - idols.

“They
exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served
created things rather than the Creator. . . ”
Romans
1:25

And so millions of humanists worship rock
idols and pop stars. Most of these idols may be drug addicts and
perverts but their music and posters dominate the lives of their
devoted followers. Their evangelistic rallies (rock concerts) are
often the scene of extreme hysteria and fanatical worship by their
screaming, dancing and fainting devotees.

“.. . The
hearts of men moreover, are full of evil and there is madness in
their hearts. ..” Ecclesiastes 9:3

Sex idols and beauty queens receive extreme
adulation from the adoring, lustful or jealous masses. Hollywood
has places of worship worldwide where the faithful can pay homage
to screen idols. Offerings are not voluntary but are required to
gain entry. Most television stations have become outreach missions
to promote these man-made idols and humanist values in every home.
Soap operas have been an effective medium in promoting
permissiveness , situation ethics and immorality.

“.. . They are
skilled in doing evil; they know not how to do good.”
Jeremiah
4:22

Entertainment has become a god and the
humanist religion worships fame, fortune, beauty, wealth and
success (even if it’s make-believe). Parties have become humanist
worship services and the bar counter a communion table. Drunkenness
or orgies are sought after as heights of humanist expression.
Humanists have rejected the pleasure of worshiping God and
exchanged it for the worship of pleasure.

“The one who
received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears
the Word, hut the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of
wealth choke it, making it unfruitful” Matthew 13:22

Science has become another god of humanism,
especially the theory of evolution. Despite the lack of proof and
the multitude of ever changing and conflicting theories within
evolutionism, humanists hold on to this explanation of the origin
of man with religious fervour. To the atheist evolution is an
unquestionable article of faith -because the alternative is
unthinkable!

And it really does need some
blind faith to believe that : “once upon a time there was nothing, and then
there was something, and that something became
everything!”

It doesn’t seem very scientific
to claim that “a whole lot of time and a whole lot of nothing. . . made
everything!” In fact, the notion that the universe is the product of a
big bang seems about as likely as a bomb in a printing press
producing an encyclopedia. Nevertheless, this “fairy tale for
grown-ups” ,
this “from
mud to monkey to men”, “from goo to the zoo to you” gospel of the evolutionists is regularly
palmed off as “science!” (Evolution is actually science fiction.) No wonder the
Scripture talks of people who are -

“always
learning, but never able to acknowledge the truth.”
2 1imothy
3:7

“For the
wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight.
.” 1
Corinthians 3:19

Yet, time and again people prefer to trust
in the wisdom of men rather than the Word of God.

“The fool says
in his heart, ‘There is no God’. They are corrupt and their ways
are vile.” Psalm 53:1

And it would seem that the
sacred temples of humanists are the secular universities. The
Scriptures declare that: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge. . . ” Proverbs 1:7, but most universities prefer to begin with
evolution and atheism. Hence the Bible warns of a
“wisdom”
that is:
“... earthly,
unspiritual, of the devil” James 3:15

Again ‘we are warned :

“See to it
that no-one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic
principles of this world rather than on Christ.”
Colossians
2:8

The bishops and cardinals of this philosophy
are often the professors and deans of the local university.

“Professing to
be wise, they become fools.” Romans 1:22

“... The Lord
knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.”
1 Corinthians
3:20

These humanistic temples of training serve
an important role in promoting self worship and the worship of
pride and status.

“This is
the/ate of those who trust in themselves, and of their followers,
who approve their sayings. Like sheep they are destined for the
grave, and death will feed on them. . . their forms will decay. . .
” Psalm 49:13,14

The evangelists of humanism are generally
found amongst the editors, journalists and producers of the mass
media. Not only do most humanists trust the media as their source
of information and as the revelation of truth, but many Christians
are influenced by its worldview as well. This is inevitable as most
Christians spend more time reading the newspaper than the
Bible.

“The
discerning heart seeks knowledge, but the mouth of a fool feeds
on/oily.” Proverbs 15:14

For many humanists sports are
an idol, with rugby or cricket, football or baseball dominating
their lives. For others politics has become like a god. To the
humanist, government is a replacement for God - “Big Brother,”
provider, the
all-powerful ultimate authority.

“You shall
have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself an
idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth
beneath. ..You shall not bow down to them or worship
them.” Exodus 20:3,5

Others have made a cult out of earth worship
and environmentalism and

“worshipped
and served created things rather than the Creator. . .
” Romans 1:25

For many, wealth and materialism are an
obsession:

“People who
want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many
foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and
destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil
Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and
pierced themselves with many griefs.” 1 Timothy 6:9,10

For people-pleasers it is not
what is right but what is popular that is their guiding principle
as they slavishly follow the crowd. Even ministers have
deified “the
people” in
support of this herd instinct.

“For they
loved praise from men more than praise from God. “
John
12:43

Yet God’s Law declares:

“Do not follow
the crowd in doing wrong. . . do not pervert justice by siding with
the crowd. ..” Exodus 23:2

“How can you
believe if you accept praise from one another yet make no effort to
obtain the praise that comes from the only God?”
John
5:44

Many worship freedom and exalt
liberation above all else. However, in the name of
“freedom”
many have been
murdered and oppressed. The worst atrocities and enslavements have
been committed under the banner of “liberation.”

“They promise
them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of
depravity.” 2 Peter 2:19

“You, my
brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to
indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in
love.” Galatians 5:13

Worshiping the Dead

It is common knowledge that many in Asian
and African cultures worship the departed spirits. This ancestor
worship, or animism, is regarded with amusement or disdain by many
Europeans and Americans, who seem blind to their own
variations.

Millions of devoted socialistic; have made
pilgrimages to the tomb of Vladimir Lenin in Moscow, yet as the
shuffling line of idolising masses have filed past the dead
dictator, few have realised that the actual body of Lenin was no
longer there. What they were in fact worshiping was a plaster and
plastic dummy.

“Ignorant are
those. .. who pray to gods that cannot save.”
Isaiah
45:20

The graves and shrines of Mohammed, Karl
Marx, James Dean, Marilyn Monroe, Martin Luther King, Elvis
Presley, John Lennon and Princess Diana are also scenes of
idolising of the dead. No one can claim that Europeans and
Americans are free of ancestor worship! But like Buddha, Gandhi,
Mao, Machel and Ceaucescu, these objects of worship are all
dead.

“Like a
scarecrow in a melon patch, their idols cannot speak; they must be
carried because they cannot walk. Do not fear them; they can do no
harm nor can they do any good.” Jeremiah 10:5

However, in Jerusalem there is an empty
tomb. . .

Superstitions

Some of the prevalent superstitions of the
West -like touching wood, or stroking a rabbit’s foot for luck, or
not crossing a black cat’s path - seem quite foolish and harmless.
Some - like not walking under a ladder - seem to be quite
practical. However, if a rabbit’s foot was a source of good luck,
it would still be on the rabbit.

It is a tragedy that some church
denominations are also steeped in superstitions - worshiping
statues and saints and holding masses for the dead.

However, the influence of
the “New
Age” movement has brought about an even more serious mysticism
in society. More and more people are turning to fortune-tellers,
clairvoyants and astrologers for guidance. Instead of seeking
guidelines from the Word of God, many now tum to the stars,
familiar spirits and demons. This present obsession with the occult
does not bode well for Western civilisation.

“Do not learn
to imitate the detestable ways of the nations. . . Let no-one be
found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter. . . who
practises divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in
witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who
consults the dead. Anyone who does these
things is detestable to the Lord. . ” Deuteronomy 18:9-12

Witchcraft and Child Sacrifice

The present explosion of occultism and
satanism makes it clear that witchcraft is not confined to the
primitive, but is prevalent among the sophisticated as well.

Ritual murders committed
“in Satan’s
name,” and
cruel and perverted child abuse are becoming widespread.

Yet those of us who are disgusted at reports
of child sacrifice by satanists should remember that, practically
speaking, abortion is just a clinical and sophisticated form of
child sacrifice. And while all civilised people are revolted at the
practice of cannibalism -tens of thousands of aborted babies have
been sold to cosmetic companies for use in beauty products.

As the Scripture declares:

“People will
be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive,
disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love,
unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers
of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God.” 2 Timothy 3:1-4

Mankind is in rebellion against God. Whether
our disobedience to God is blatant or subtle, brutal or
sophisticated, primitive or civilised -God’s Word is clear:

“Now He
commands all people everywhere to repent.”
Acts
17:30

“Rid
yourselves of all the offences you have committed, and get a new
heart and a new spirit. Why will you die. . . ?”
Ezekiel
18:31

“Let the wicked forsake his
way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the Lord, and He
will have mercy on him, and to our God,for He will freely
pardon.”

Isaiah 55:7

“Now all has
been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep
His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.”
Ecclesiastes
12:13
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Chapter 3

​
A World at War Against God

“Why do the
nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain?”
Psalm
2:1

Mankind is in rebellion to God.
Mankind is seeking “independence” from our Creator; “liberation” from God; “freedom” from God’s Laws.

“Let us break
their chains they say and throw off their fetters. ”
Psalm
2:3

This war against God takes many forms:

Islamic Persecution

Islamic mobs have regularly
burned down churches and murdered Christians in Nigeria and Sudan In Uganda, hundreds of thousands of Christians were killed
under the persecution of Muslim dictator Idi Amin in the 1970’s. In
the Sudan, over two million people (most of them Christians) have
died since 1956 in the ongoing vicious civil war between the Muslim
Arab north and the mostly Christian Black south.

Shortly before Iraq’s invasion
of Kuwait, the government of Kuwait used its oil money to fund a
project to buy up all the (subsidised) Bibles in
Nigeria
and bum them.
Christians in Nigeria later pointed out that it wasn’t long
afterwards that the oil wells of Kuwait were burning.

When an Afghan freedom fighter
described to me the incredible sufferings that the Soviet invasion
had inflicted on his people in Afghanistan - the millions of landmines, butterfly
bombs, poison gas and booby trapped toys - I expressed my deep
sorrow and sympathy. “No,” he shook his head. “You must not feel sorry for us. We
greatly persecuted Christianity in Afghanistan. In fact we
bulldozed down the last Protestant Church in Kabul just one month
before the Russians invaded on Christmas 1979. God is judging us
for disputing with the people of The Book.”

Communist Persecution

I have seen literally hundreds
of burned down churches, and have ministered to the survivors of
many massacres in Mozambique and Angola. Contrary to popular perceptions that communism is dead,
Christians continue to suffer restrictions, harassment,
imprisonment and martyrdom in China, North Korea, Vietnam, Cuba and other marxist controlled
lands.

Humanist Persecution

And even in the
so-called “Christian” West one finds a war raging - against God and His
standards. In American public schools the Bible has been banned, prayer made
illegal and the scientific evidence for creation outlawed.
Christians schools and home schoolers in several states have been
prosecuted. Hollywood promotes the taking of the Lord’s Name in
vain in most films, and regularly produces blatantly blasphemous
films. And tens of thousands of Christians have been arrested for
peacefully protesting the murder of unborn babies at abortion
clinics.

On 26 March 1986, Joan Andrews walked into
an abortion clinic in Pensacola and disconnected the plug on a
suction machine. Despite the facts she did not break in (the door
was open), that she did not damage any property, and neither did
she resist arrest, Joan Andrews was sentenced to five years in a
maximum security prison (with leave to appeal denied) - for seeking
to save babies from abortion!

In a separate case, on the same day that
Joan was sentenced to five years, and in the same courtroom, the
same Judge Anderson sentenced a previously convicted felon to four
years (with time off for good behaviour) for being an accomplice to
murder!

In Holland not only are abortion, pornography,
drug taking, euthanasia and homosexual marriages legal, it is now
illegal for Christians to teach that homosexuality is
wrong!

“The kings of
the earth set themselves and the rulers take counsel together
against the Lord and His Anointed. •. ” Psalm 2:2

Meet the Persecutors

Many of us may find it hard to believe that
such things actually happen, that there are people who hate God and
deliberately persecute His people. Let me introduce you to some
persecutors whom I have met:

ZIMBABWE

It was while preaching at a
Zimbabwe National Army (ZNA) base that I was confronted by a young
soldier who shouted: “Mugabe is my God! ‘A War of Liberation’ is my
bible! ZANU is my church! And Communism is my religion! We are the
masters of our own destinies!” In response I pointed out to the soldiers
that had gathered around us : “You know that in your book a man speaks - but in
the Bible - God speaks! Robert Mugabe is but a man - but Jesus. . .
He is God! Mugabe must one day die - but Jesus will never die! He
is the One who will judge all men.”

“ZANU is a political party
- but the Church is part of God s Kingdom. Political parties rise
and fall - but the Kingdom of God lasts forever. Politics change.
ZANU is popular, here, with you, now - but in the future. . . who
knows? Once UNITA was considered your comrades - but not any more.
Once ZAPU was popular - but not now. Why put all your trust in
temporary, changing politics?- Rather trust in God. . . His Kingdom
will never be defeated.”

“Communism is man seeking
to change his society - but Christianity is God reaching down and
changing people. Communism doesn’t give you eternal life. Marx
cannot forgive sins. Lenin cannot lead you to Heaven - turn instead
to Jesus. He alone can forgive sins, give us eternal life and lead
us to God. Do not waste your life serving man-made politics. Use
your life profitably and serve God.”

Some of the soldiers showed great interest,
but the one who had made the initial statement sulked off and
radioed headquarters. Unknown to us, while my brother Derek and I
continued for another hour, speaking to them about the Lord and
giving Gospels to all in the camp, an ambush was set up for us on
the road that we had to return on and some CIO (Central
Intelligence Organisation) Security Police rushed over to arrest
us.

We were separated and taken to their
headquarters, where we were each interrogated individually. Derek
and I soon took the opportunity to share our testimonies and the
Gospel - with our interrogators eagerly asking us questions
concerning Christ. By the time we were released most of them had
asked for and received Bibles. As we drove out of their
headquarters, our CIO interrogators waved goodbye to us whilst
holding their new Bibles!

ZAMBIA

During my imprisonment in Zambia in 1987 our
Bibles were confiscated. It was during that time of being led
blindfolded, barefoot and in chains, and later incarcerated in the
overcrowded Lusaka Central Prison that I came to appreciate the
importance of Bible memorisation. During the daily preaching and
counselling opportunities we were dependent on the Word of God
stored in our hearts and minds. Nevertheless, at each of my six
interrogation sessions I requested that our Bibles be returned.

On one occasion a Special
Branch interrogator pulled out a little red book and handed it to
me. “This is
my bible,” he said. “This is the only bible you need here.”- Upon examining it I saw that
it was an English translation of Mao Tse Tung’s Red Book. I gave it
back to him. “Mao cannot forgive your sins,” I replied. “Neither can Marxism lead anyone to
heaven. “

MOZAMBIQUE

In 1989, after being captured
in Mozambique by communist forces and flown by Soviet pilots to
Machava Security Prison, I was escorted into an interrogation
room. “I am
the devil!” declared the SNASP investigator by way of
introduction. “Not only am I a Leninist, I am a Stalinist. I studied
three years in Czechoslovakia!”

“Well, I am a
Christian,” was my reply.

“I don’t like
Christians,” was his response.

The walls of each of the
solitary confinement cells our team was imprisoned in bore eloquent
testimony to the fact that he didn’t like Christians. The walls of
our cells were covered in Christian messages scratched on with
finger nails and little pieces of stone: “Please God help
me”,
“Jesus is my Lord
and Saviour”, “I
haven’t eaten for 38 days”, “I haven’t seen the sun in 134 days”“God is my refuge”, many verses, some crosses and
fish symbols. We were clearly not the first Christians imprisoned
in those cells.

ANGOLA

During ministry into Marxist
Angola I have met survivors of SWAPO concentration camps and MPLA
prisons. Each one related the horrific conditions and tortures
which they had experienced. Some told how they had pleaded with
their guards to get it over with and just kill them. In response
their guards mocked them: “We don want to kill you and send you to heaven
with God! No! We want you to curse Christ, and come to hell with us
- for all eternity!”

And that confirms my own conclusions on this
subject. The purpose of persecution is not to kill Christians.
Satan receives no benefit from sending believers to meet their Lord
in heaven. The purpose of persecution is to intimidate Christians
into compromise. It’s to persuade Christians to give in to
pressure, give up, stop evangelising and lose the joy of our
salvation -to weaken and neutralise the Church.

“Do not be
afraid of those who can kill the body and after that can do no
more. •. Fear Him who, after the killing of the body can destroy
both body and soul in Hell” Luke 12:4,5

Challenging God

The first dictator of
Angola, Agestino Neto, was described as a “drunken, psychotic , Marxist
poet.” He
was also a vicious persecutor of the Church. In 1975, after being
installed by Cuban troops, Neto made a wild threat that
“Within 20 years
there won be a Bible or church left in Angola. I will have
eradicated Christianity. “

In the following years there
were incidents of Cuban troops bursting into Church services and
forcing people to spit on their Bibles or die. Churches were
desecrated and congregations forced to bow in worship before Soviet
Assault Rifles. “From now on - god is this AK47. The gun has power over
life and death. So worship it.”

On 12 September 1977, Cuban troops
interrupted the service at Chilesso Evangelical Church. They
desecrated the church with the head of cattle and murdered pastor
Aurelio Saunje in front of his congregation. As the church members
fled they were shot in the back with Soviet machine guns. About 150
were killed. The Cubans then roasted the meat of the cattle using
the church benches as firewood. They also burnt down the church
building.

Yet as our Lord declared:

“I will build
My Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it.” Matthew 16:18

You cannot destroy the Church by burning
buildings. The Church consists of people, people who love God, who
have been redeemed by the blood of Christ. On the other hand it is
the Marxist rule of Agestino Neto which has been eradicated. Neto
died in mysterious circumstances on an operating table in
Moscow.

“You shall
break them with a rod of iron. . . ” Psalm 2:9

Another persecutor of the
Church who challenged God was Samora Machel, the first dictator of Marxist
Mozambique. Samora Machel was a cannibal who ate human flesh in
witchcraft ceremonies in the 1960’s. He pledged his soul to Satan
and vowed that he would destroy the Church and tum Mozambique into
the first truly Marxist-Leninist state in Africa.

When the Portuguese government
handed their colony into his blood-soaked hands, Machel declared
war on the church. He called the priests “parrots”, the Christians “monkeys” and “apes,” and God he dismissed as
“a pig.”
Machel lashed out
at the Church, accusing it of being “a remnant of colonialism,”
“a tool of
fascism,” and an “instrument of division.”

Thousands of churches in
Mozambique were closed, confiscated, “nationalised”, chained and padlocked, burnt down
or boarded up. Missionaries were expelled, some being imprisoned
first. Evangelism was forbidden. Bibles were ceremonially burnt and
tens of thousands of Christians, including many pastors and elders,
were shipped off to concentration camps - most were never seen
again. Shortly before his sudden death, Samora Machel (who
incidentally had been knighted by Queen Elizabeth II) challenged
God to prove his existence by striking him dead in sixty seconds.
Before a large audience in a stadium in Maputo, Machel cursed God,
blasphemed the_ Name of Jesus and whipped out a gold stop-watch and
dramatically counted off sixty seconds before the shocked crowd.
Then shouting contemptuously, “Times up!” Machel declared God dead and himself alive, amidst
much applause.

Of course, Machel was not original: Lenin
and Mussolini both gave God the same sixty seconds stop-watch
treatment.

Machel’s Soviet Tupolev aircraft crashed on
l 9th October 1986, killing all on board, while churches were
specifically interceding for God to stop the persecution in
Mozambique. And the marxist Frelimo and Zimbabwe plans for
overthrowing the pro-western, Christian-oriented government in
Malawi were discovered amidst the wreckage and exposed. This
undoubtedly preserved Malawi from communism. Not only had God
judged a persecutor and a blasphemer, but He had also saved a
country from persecution.

“You will dash
them to pieces like pottery. “ Psalm 2:9

Another dictator who challenged
God was Nicolae Ceaucescu, who severely persecuted the church
in Romania. Ceaucescu (who had also been knighted by the Queen of
England), was overthrown in a popular revolution and was executed
on Christmas Day, 1989. Shortly after his demise, I had the
privilege to minster in Golgotha church, Arad, which had been
confiscated, desecrated and turned into a bottling factory. Now,
Golgotha is once again a dynamic centre of worship, fellowship and
evangelism.

Richard Wurmbrand, who had
suffered torture and 14 years imprisonment in communist
Romania
returned shortly
after the Christmas revolution and purchased a now disused prison
on the “Avenue of the Victory of Socialism.” Demonstrating to whom the real
victory belongs, Richard Wurmbrand’s mission purchased a printing
press (which previously was used to print marxist propaganda for
the Stasi secret police in East Germany), moved the press to the
old prison (which by now had become a warehouse for Bibles), and
began to print Christian literature where Christians were once
imprisoned for their faith. Outside, the huge statue of Lenin was
overturned and transported to the garbage dump. In it’s place was
set up a simple brass plaque which read: “God bless Romania. “

“He who sits
in the heavens shall laugh; The Lord shall hold them in derision.
“ Psalm 2:4

Does the Lord God have a sense of humour?
Most certainly yes!

The humanist philosopher
Francois Marie Arounet - better known by his pen-name, Voltaire-was
considered the father of the French Revolution. He boasted that he
had destroyed the Bible. “In a hundred years you will have to go to a
museum to see what a Bible looked like,” was his bold prediction.

Yet, in less than a hundred years the Bible
Society bought his house and printing press, and began to print
Bibles from Voltaire’s home! And in 1913, on the same day that one
ancient copy of a Bible manuscript was sold for 250 000 pounds, the
complete leather bound works of Voltaire were sold for 11
cents!

“Then He
rebukes them in His anger • •. there/ ore, you kings be wise, 0
kings; Be warned, you rulers of the earth. Serve the Lord with
fear, and rejoice with trembling.” Psalm 2:5-11

Mankind is in rebellion to God. Mankind is
shaking his fist of rebellion at God, and is waging a war against
God, His laws and His people. Yet God is Sovereign and He is in
control. Those who declare war against God will surely lose.

“The Lord God
tolerates no rivals; He punishes those who oppose Him. .. The Lord
never lets the guilty go unpunished. . . The Lord is good; He
protects His people in time of trouble. He takes care of those who
turn to Him. Like a great rushing flood He completely destroys His
enemies; He sends to their death those who oppose
Him.” Nahum 1:2-8

The Creator and Eternal Judge is the King of
Kings and the Lord of Lords.

His ultimate victory is inevitable.

“Ask of Me,
and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth
your possession. . . Blessed are all who take refuge in
Him.” Psalm 2:8,12
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Chapter 4

​
The Myth of Neutrality

Is neutrality ever an option?

Our Lord Jesus declared:

“He who is not
with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me
scatters.” Matthew 12:30

The prophet, Elijah, asked:

“How long will
you waver between two opinions? If the Lord is God,
follow Him; but if
Baal is God, follow him. “ 1 Kings 18:21

Joshua challenged the people to:

“Choose for
yourselves this day whom you will serve. .. But as for me and my
household, we will serve the Lord.” Joshua 24:15

We live in an age of compromise and
tolerance of evil, where neutrality has been deified and raised up
as an idol.

International Neutrality

As Slovenians and Croatians struggled for
freedom from the communist government of Yugoslavia, Western
nations declared neutrality while continuing to aid and trade with
the Serbian aggressors in Belgrade.

While the Baltic states of Lithuania, Latvia
and Estonia courageously opposed the Communist Party dictatorship
in Moscow and sought freedom from the Soviet Empire, Western
governments declared neutrality. But by refusing to aid the brave
Baltic republics, and by continuing to pour billions of dollars of
loans, trade and technology into the Soviet Union, the effect of
their neutrality was to betray the forces of freedom and bolster
the socialists. The Baltic republics are now independent - but this
is in spite of the actions of the West.

When the Kurds were being
massacred and stampeded from the land of their birth, the West
claimed neutrality. They “could not get involved in the internal affairs of
an independent nation” (except, of course, South Africa). However, that
argument wore a bit thin in the light of the West’s war against
Iraq to free Kuwait (or at least to restore the Islamic
dictatorship that continues to persecute Christians in Kuwait).
What made the Kuwaitis more important than the Kurds? For that
matter, why was Lebanon (for centuries the only nation in the
Middle East with a Christian majority) betrayed into the hands of
Syria in exchange for Syria’s support in fighting Iraq? Is
international neutrality a reality or a farce?

“Anyone,then,
who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it,
sins.” James 4:17

Ecumenical Neutrality

The celebrated National Conference of
Churches (NCC), held near Rustenburg, S.A. (5th-9th November 1990),
brought together church leaders from Roman Catholic, Reformed,
Charismatic, Evangelical, and Ecumenical backgrounds.

Despite the theme of the
Conference being: “A United Christian Witness in a Changing South
Africa,” the
NCC refused my motions from the floor to condemn child abuse,
abortion or violence. Claiming that the motion to include a clause
upholding “the right to life of the unborn” would be “controversial,” the Conference chose to be
neutral on the issue of abortion.

The Conference was so
preoccupied with condemning apartheid that it found no time to
speak up for the unborn victims of abortion, the innocent victims
of terrorism and the young victims of child abuse. Moreover, while
the Conference refused to bring itself to address controversial
issues such as the abuse of children for political purposes, murder
as a political tool, or sanctions, it did advocate a socialist
programme of “nationalisation” and “redistribution of wealth.”

A major problem with the Rustenburg NCC was
that it was a human attempt to organizationally unite unbelievers
with Bible believers. Even more tragically, Rustenburg attempted to
bring about conformity to a political programme.

Much was made of our Lord’s
prayer that “We may be one.” However, the context of our Lord’s prayer in John
17 seems to have been ignored. Our Lord prayed :
“I have revealed
You to those whom You gave Me out of the world. . . they have
obeyed Your Word. . . for I gave them the Words You gave Me and
they accepted them. . . they believed. . . I pray for them. I am
not praying for the world but for those You have given Me. . . so
that they may be one as We are one.” John 17:6-11

It seems hypocritical for those
who do not hold to the infallibility of Scripture to selectively
quote it for their own ends. It is inconsistent for theologians.
who do not believe that Jesus and the Father “are one,” to pray that we may be one.
Christians may only seek unity in Christ and on the basis of the Bible. And unity
is not for unity’s sake - but a unity of purpose to fulfil the
Great Commission to “make disciples. . . teach obedience to all things I have
commanded.” Matthew 28:19

Considering the drunkenness
witnessed at Rustenburg , the very low attendance at devotions, the
refusal to condemn violence or uphold the right to life of the
unborn, many Christians cannot agree with the assertion that the
Rustenburg Declaration was “an evidence of the moving of the Spirit of God in
Church and Nation.” For some to claim that the Rustenburg Declaration was the
voice of the Holy Spirit seems blasphemous. And to claim that it
was the voice of all South African Christians is
fraudulent.

The Conference was not as
representative as claimed (initial reports seem to have counted
ears instead of heads). Nor was the document adequately discussed.
It wasn’t even voted on! And considering that other Christian
conferences have produced very different documents (for
example: “The Manifesto for Christians in Southern Africa”
issued by the
Conference for Christian Action, and the “KwaSizabantu Affirmation
1991” of the
Ministers Conference), it seemed dishonest for the NCC to continue
to promote their humanist declaration as the sole voice of South
African Christians. Upon reflection, the Rustenburg Declaration was
an essentially humanist document advocating a socialist
programme.

Nevertheless , the most disconcerting aspect
of the Rustenburg NCC was not how radical the liberation
theologians were, but how silent the evangelicals were. I was
amazed that no-one publicly supported my call from the floor to
declare the right to life of the pre-born, or to condemn political
violence, or child abuse. Even more amazing has been how so many
evangelicals came out in support of the Rustenburg Declaration.

“Do not be
yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and
wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with
darkness? What harmony is there between Christ and Belia/? What
does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? What agreement
is there between the temple of God and idols?. . • Therefore come
out from them and be separate, says the Lord. . . ” 2 Corinthians
6:14-17

Religious Neutrality

The 7th General Assembly of the World
Council of Churches (WCC) took place in Canberra, Australia,
(7th-20th February 1991), with characteristic pagan ritual.

The opening procession to the
large worship tent on the campus of the Australian National
University was made to symbolically pass through the fire. The
smoke made by burning gum leaves was described by the Ecumenical
Press Service as “a traditional cleansing process for Aborigines in
Australia” and was thought to signify “the cleansing and refining fire of the
Holy Spirit.”

One of the keynote speakers of
this Canberra Assembly, South Korean feminist theologian, Professor
Chung Hyun Kyung, took off her shoes amidst the aboriginal dancers
and called up “the spirits of many people in history who had died at the
of the hands of the oppressors”. She linked these “Han-spirits”
with the Holy
Spirit. Holding up a list of names of these spirits, she ritually
burned it and solemnly let the ashes drift upwards as a
prayer.

Professor Chung also rejected
the concept of “an omnipotent, macho, warrior god who rescues all good
guys and punishes all bad guys. “- She called for a “new liberation
theology” based on “poorest of the poor. . . the birds, the waters, the air,
the trees and the mountains. . .” - Chung Hyun Kyung also claimed that the
Holy Spirit resembles the East Asian goddess of Pity, Kwan In,
who “makes
it possible. . . to reach enlightenment” and reach Nirvana.
“Could she not be
symbolic of a female Christ,” she asked, “a woman who is first-born among us, who goes
before us and takes others with her?”

According to World Council of
Churches official, Wesley Ariarah: Mission work has become
unnecessary for “We must not take God somewhere - He is everywhere
already.” All claims of uniqueness, he added, are harmful in a world
of religious pluralism. (Ecumenical Press Service)

The Archbishop of York, George
Austin, described his shock at pornographic literature being sold
at the wee conference with pornographic sketches of
“unnatural
sex-deeds” displayed to help sell the book. Despite his
efforts,

Archbishop Austin failed to have the
material withdrawn. Several women complained of being molested by
delegates and one Canadian delegate claimed to have been raped by a
WCC minister at the Assembly.

“They claim to
know God, but by their actions they deny Him. They are detestable,
disobedient, and unfit for doing anything good.”
Titus
1:16

Nevertheless, while several
Anglicans and Orthodox delegates complained of the
“naked
blasphemy” and the wee campaign to create “a world religion without
Christ,” most of the evangelical observers came back from Canberra
with inexplicably favourable reports urging closer ties with the
World Council!

“Have nothing
to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose
them.” Ephesians 5:11

Neutrality on the Issue of Persecution

More believers have died for Christ in the
20th Century than in all the other 19 centuries combined. The World
Evangelisation Database has calculated that since AD33 at least 43
000 000Christians have been martyred.

Of those, 26 625 000 were killed for their
faith between 1900 and 1990 - most by communist governments. Every
day an average of a thousand believers die for Christ worldwide -
mostly at the hands of Muslim or Marxist persecutors.

The most disgraceful aspect of recent church
history is the neutrality of much of the Western Church during this
war against God. It is not just that most Western Christians have
been guilty of silence during the decades of vicious persecution in
over a third of the world, it is the enthusiastic way many church
leaders have publicly supported communist dictators!

Romanian, Polish, Angolan and
Mozambican Christians have often complained to me of the treachery
of the Baptist World Alliance (BWA), Lutheran World Federation
(LWF), World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC), and the World
Council of Churches (WCC). “They sympathised with the communist persecutors -
not with the persecuted Christians. “ “They seek to make collaborators out
of the Church.” “They betrayed the uncompromising believers and
collaborated with our persecutors.”

Ecumenical and denominational church
conferences regularly refused to speak up against the persecutors
of the Church. Evangelists visited the Soviet Union, China,
Romania, Mozambique and North Korea during intense campaigns of
persecution and declared that there was no persecution. Then they
were wined and dined by the atheist persecutors. Recent research
has confirmed that almost without exception, while they shook
hands, laughed and exchanged pleasantries with the Marxist rulers,
fellow believers were being imprisoned, tortured and killed by
their hosts.

“Blessed is
the man who does not walk in the council of the wicked or stand in
the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. “
Psalm
1:1

Neutrality on the Issue of Abortion

Every year in the USA about
1½ million
young lives are ended by abortion. The Russian Federation records
over 7 million abortions a year. China and Europe account for even
more. Worldwide, this sophisticated child sacrifice of abortion
claims 55 million victims - every year. In 1997 this holocaust on
the unborn was legalised in South Africa. Approximately 20 000
babies were killed by abortion - legally - in South Africa in
1997.

“I tell you
the truth, as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren,
you did it to Me.” Matthew 25:40

You would think that all
Christians would be in the forefront of the fight for the right to
life of the unborn. Yet I have been astounded to find prominent
Church leaders “neutral” on the issue of abortion.

One example is a popular
evangelical speaker and author, in America, who claims neutrality
on the abortion issue. Yet he has a pro-abortion feminist pastor on
staff, church buses have been used to transport members to
“pro-choice”
rallies, and some
church funds have been diverted to the radical abortion advocates
of “Planned
Parenthood”.

“Who will rise
up for Me against the wicked? Who will take a stand for Me against
evildoers?” Psalm 94:16

Neutrality in Education

Some years ago the Evangelical
Fellowship of South Africa sponsored a conference on
“Education in the
New South Africa”. An EFSA document circulated before the conference
advocated a non-Christian, religiously neutral, form of education
for South Africa.

Anyone who believes that education can be
neutral is mistaken. Ideas have consequences. Actions flow from
thought patterns. Parents are not faced with a choice between
sending their children to a religious school or to a non-religious
school. All schools are religious. Parents must rather choose which
religion will be taught to their children. Will it be Christianity,
Islam, Humanism or something else? Will it be the Secular Humanism
of American state schools - where prayer is illegal but pornography
can be part of the sex education syllabus? Where Evolution is an
article of faith, a sacred cow and scientific evidences for
Creation are outlawed.

The facts that one in ten violent crimes in
the USA now occur in schools, and that each year over 700 000 high
school graduates cannot even read their diplomas, have led six
million Americans to pull their children out of government schools.
Secular Humanist education has proven to be the most effective way
to produce illiterates, lower moral standards and proliferate
venereal diseases.

Will your children receive the
revolutionary Humanism of the failed Socialist experiments of
Eastern Europe, Ethiopia, Cambodia, Nicaragua and Mozambique? The
wrecked
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