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  My name is Sam Wu and I am NOT afraid of space. And by that I mean outer space. With stars and planets and aliens and moons and spaceships.


  I may not have actually been to space yet, but I’ve done the closest thing.


  I’ve been to SPACE CAMP.


  You might be wondering what is so scary about space.


  Let me tell you. There is an ENTIRE universe of scary things out there in space . . .
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  AND, ON TOP

  OF ALL THAT,

  SPACE GHOSTS.2


  I found out about all these things at Space Camp. And it was there that I had to prove how NOT afraid I was. I’ve had to prove how not afraid I am over and over again. I’ve faced ghosts, sharks, the dark, spiders, even zombies. But little did I know that all that was just to prepare me for all the scary things in


  SPACE!


  


  1 I’m pretty sure this is what happens if astronauts take off their helmets in space. I haven’t actually seen it.


  2 Space ghosts are ghosts that float around in outer space. Way scarier than normal ghosts here on Earth.
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  It all started, as so many things in my life do, with . . .
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  SPACE BLASTERS is not only my favourite TV show, it is the BEST show in the universe. I’ve been watching it FOREVER. I’m definitely its number one fan. It is about Spaceman Jack,


  Captain Jane and their alien friend Five-Eyed Frank, and the adventures they have all over the universe! I would do ANYTHING to be a spaceman.1


  Ask ANYONE.2


  Sometimes, you don’t even need to ask me, I’ll just start telling you how great SPACE BLASTER is.


  I was doing just this at school one day with my best friends, Bernard and Zoe. They are used to me talking a lot about SPACE BLASTERS. But then, just as I was quoting Spaceman Jack (he’s my favourite character on the show), Ralph Philip Zinkerman the Third showed up.
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  Ralph and I have an interesting history. We were former enemies (after all, he was the one who started calling me Scaredy-Cat Sam in front of the WHOLE class and the reason I had to start proving how brave I was in the first place) but after surviving MULTIPLE life-or-death situations together, we were almost friends. I guess coming face to face with zombies will do that for you.


  He still wasn’t a fan of SPACE BLASTERS.


  ‘Are you talking about that space show AGAIN?’ Ralph said. ‘I don’t get what is so great about it.’
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  ‘That’s because you’ve never even seen a SINGLE episode!’ I said. ‘I bet if you watched one you would be a fan too.’


  I was expecting Ralph to snort (this is his signature move) but instead he shrugged. ‘Okay,’ he said. ‘I’ll watch an episode.’


  And that is how Ralph ended up at my house watching SPACE BLASTERS, which then led to us going to Space Camp, and me having to prove how brave I was. Again. But that was all to come . . .


  Here is what you need to know about Ralph:


  1. He can be THE WORST, but he’s a good person to have on your side.


  2. He SNORTS at basically everything you say to him. He is the master of snorts.


  3. He loves BOW TIES.


  4. He has a twin sister named REGINA.
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  Here is what you need to know about his twin sister Regina:


  1. She’s way nicer than Ralph.
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  Ralph and Regina had only been to my house once before, and that was on Halloween and for a VERY short visit.


  This was different. This was going to be a whole night at my house. Everything had to be PERFECT. What if they didn’t like SPACE BLASTERS? I’d NEVER live it down!


  Zoe and Bernard helped me prepare.


  ‘You need snacks,’ said Zoe. ‘Lots of snacks. Lots of really good snacks.’


  ‘Sam always has good snacks,’ said Bernard. ‘Like those prawn crackers. Do you have any of those by the way?’


  ‘Of course I have prawn crackers. We always have prawn crackers! But Zoe’s right. We need LOTS of snacks.’


  ‘Popcorn,’ said Zoe. ‘You definitely need popcorn for a SPACE BLASTER marathon.’
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  ‘I’ll ask my mum for popcorn,’ I said. But I still felt anxious. I must have looked anxious too because Bernard patted me on the back.


  ‘Don’t worry, Sam, they’ll love SPACE BLASTERS,’ he said. ‘Zoe and I liked it right away, remember?’


  ‘You’re right,’ I said, trying to sound more confident than I felt. ‘Everyone loves SPACE BLASTERS.’


  When the doorbell rang, I had all the snacks set out and my favourite episodes of SPACE BLASTERS lined up on the TV. We were ready to go!


  Of course my little sister Lucy got to the front door first, wearing her cat pyjamas and clutching her cat Butterbutt in her arms.


  ‘WELCOME! I am QUEEN LUCY and THIS is my castle!’
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  ‘Hello, Queen Lucy,’ said Regina, curtsying. For someone who didn’t have a little sister, Regina knew exactly the right way to handle them. ‘May we come in?’


  Lucy grinned at her. ‘What’s the password?’ she said.


  ‘Lucy is the queen,’ Regina said quickly.


  ‘Correct!’ declared Lucy, spinning around. ‘You may enter!’


  ‘Hi, guys,’ I said to Ralph and Regina. ‘You ready for the BEST TV show ever?’


  ‘I have very low expectations,’ said Ralph, sitting down on the sofa and grabbing a handful of popcorn.


  ‘I know it is going to be great,’ said Regina, sitting next to Zoe. ‘From everything you’ve said about SPACE BLASTERS, it sounds AWESOME.’


  ‘I hope you like it,’ I said, and pressed play.
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  Two episodes later, Ralph and Regina were hooked, just like I knew they would be.


  ‘Everything looking good for take-off, Captain Jane?’ said Spaceman Jack.


  ‘All clear,’ said Captain Jane.


  ‘Nooo! It’s not all clear!’ said Zoe. ‘The Ghost King is ON the spaceship!’


  Suddenly, the lights flickered and went out. The TV turned off with a . . .
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  I wanted to yell for my mum, but I didn’t want


  Ralph and Regina to think I was afraid.


  ‘Everybody, STAY CALM!’ I said.


  Ralph turned on the flashlight on his phone. ‘I am calm,’ he said. ‘You don’t sound very calm though.’


  ‘I think this is a SITUATION,’ I said.


  ‘Sometimes the lights just go out. That happened before, remember?’ said Bernard.


  ‘Yeah – when we were watching a SPACE BLASTER episode about THE GHOST KING! A coincidence? I think not!’ I declared.


  Ralph started to look nervous. ‘What do you mean, it happened before?’


  ‘I think the Ghost King is here on planet Earth,’ I said. I lowered my voice. ‘Maybe even IN this house. He’s looking for something. Or someone.’ I looked at my friends. ‘This is SERIOUS. More serious than zombies. Or the last time we faced the Ghost King.’


  ‘The last time?’ Ralph yelped.


  ‘We dealt with it, don’t worry,’ said Zoe. ‘We have the certificates to prove it and everything.’


  ‘How do we know if the Ghost King is here?’ asked Regina, looking around the room as if she might have been able to see the Ghost King.
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  ‘There will be CLUES.’ I pointed at the TV. ‘Like on the spaceship on SPACE BLASTERS. The power goes out, then things start to go missing – all signs of the Ghost King.’


  ‘I don’t believe the Ghost King is real,’ Ralph said very loudly. In the kind of way that made me think he probably DEFINITELY believed the Ghost King was real . . .


  PHEW! The lights came back on and the TV did too. Spaceman Jack was talking. ‘It’s important to be on high alert,’ he said.


  We all stared at each other. ‘You hear Spaceman Jack,’ I said. ‘We all need to be on high alert!’


  We finished watching the episode, and the power stayed on the whole time. At the end credits, Ralph turned to me. ‘You know what, Sam,’ he said slowly, ‘ SPACE BLASTER wasn’t as terrible as I was expecting it to be.’


  ‘It was AMAZING!’ said Regina. ‘I loved it. Captain Jane is the best. She flew TUBS3 through a whole moon LABYRINTH!’


  ‘She’s really good at flying spaceships,’ I said proudly.


  ‘And that alien space battle on Planet Zonkers?’ said Ralph. ‘That was SO COOL!’


  ‘I want to be just like Captain Jane,’ said Zoe.


  ‘You really, really love space,’ said Ralph, still looking at me. I thought he was making fun of me at first, but he seemed serious. I nodded.


  Ralph and Regina suddenly looked at each other over my head, and appeared to be having a conversation with their eyes. It must have been a TWIN THING. Then they both started to grin at the exact same time.
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  ‘I’ve got the BEST idea,’ said Regina, her grin growing even wider.


  ‘No,’ said Ralph. ‘We’ve got the best idea.’


  ‘We’re going to Space Camp,’ said Regina. ‘All of us.’


  


  1 A spaceman is kind of like an astronaut but even COOLER.


  2 By anyone, I mean you should ask me.


  3 TUBS stands for The Universe’s Best Spacecraft and is the name of the spaceship on SPACE BLASTERS.
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