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    Between the teeming mythic imagination of antiquity and the Enlightenment urge to catalog, John Lemprière’s A Classical Dictionary strives to render a boundless past intelligible. As a work that gathers names, stories, and places from Greek and Roman sources into orderly entries, it dramatizes the encounter between poetic abundance and scholarly system. The result is not a simplification of the ancient world but a reading instrument: a guide designed to make unfamiliar references navigable, to translate reputations into summaries, and to connect scattered allusions across time. Its fascination lies in this balancing act, inviting confident passage through a labyrinth that still exceeds any index.

Published in late eighteenth-century Britain, A Classical Dictionary belongs to the reference and encyclopedia tradition that flourished alongside expanding classical education. Lemprière, a classical scholar, compiled a comprehensive alphabet of proper names drawn from ancient authors, aimed at students, general readers, and anyone encountering the dense fabric of Greco-Roman allusion. Its ambit is the cultural, historical, mythological, and geographical terrain of the Mediterranean world, presented in concise articles that point back to canonical texts. This context places the book within an age of compendia and handbooks, yet its focus on names grants it a distinctive scope and portability.

Readers meet the work as both a practical companion and an invitation to browse. The entries vary in length, moving from succinct identifications to fuller narrative synopses, with cross-references that encourage exploration. The voice is confident, instructive, and shaped by eighteenth-century scholarly conventions, favoring clarity and concise epitome over speculative flourish. The tone is generally sober and serviceable, yet the subject matter ensures moments of wonder, pathos, and curiosity. Even when the prose compresses grand tales into compact accounts, it preserves the suggestive power of names that have accrued centuries of literary, religious, and historical significance.

At its core, the dictionary negotiates the boundary between myth and history, registering ancient authors’ divergent testimonies while assembling a usable record for modern consultation. It exemplifies canon formation, since the choice of entries, spellings, and variants aligns scattered sources into a navigable map of antiquity. It also highlights the relationship between geography and story, reminding readers how places, peoples, and heroes co-define one another in classical traditions. The organizing principle—proper names as portals—demonstrates how identity, memory, and narrative cohere around nomenclature, turning a lexicon into a cultural atlas rather than a mere list.

For contemporary readers, its value is twofold: it offers a reliable first stop for orienting oneself among classical references, and it reveals how earlier eras mediated antiquity. Much literature, art, and political rhetoric assumes familiarity with these names; this dictionary equips readers to follow those threads without presupposing specialized training. At the same time, its structure and emphases expose the priorities of the period that produced it, enabling reflection on how knowledge is organized and transmitted. Engaging with the book thus complements current scholarship while teaching historical literacy about the reception of Greece and Rome.

The book supports divergent habits: one may consult it surgically to clarify a single allusion, or wander deliberately, letting the cross-references organize a path through myths, dynasties, and cities. This flexibility suits classroom use, casual reading, and sustained research alike. The juxtaposition of compressed biography, etiology, and topography opens unexpected connections, revealing, for example, how a minor figure in one poet becomes central elsewhere. Such discoveries reward patient browsing. Along the way, the diction and arrangement subtly disclose the norms of an Enlightenment handbook—synthesis, order, and didactic clarity—without dimming the strangeness that animates the ancient material.

A Classical Dictionary matters today because it teaches two complementary lessons: how to decode classical allusion with efficiency, and how reference works shape cultural memory. Reading it alongside primary sources and modern studies fosters critical comparison, sharpening a sense of what has changed in interpretation and what persists. It is a pragmatic companion for navigating the languages of history, myth, and place that still circulate in public discourse, and a historical artifact of scholarly ambition. To open it is to enter a conversation about authority, selection, and understanding, one that continues to inform how we read the past.
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    A Classical Dictionary by John Lemprière, first published in the late eighteenth century, assembles an alphabetical compendium of the proper names encountered in Greek and Roman literature. Conceived for students and general readers approaching ancient authors, the work gathers brief, self-contained articles that explain who a person was, what a place signified, or how a deity was venerated. Rather than presenting a continuous narrative, it offers a navigable map of antiquity’s people, places, and myths. Its purpose is practical clarity: to make the dense allusiveness of classical texts intelligible without assuming specialist training or access to a large scholarly library.

The dictionary proceeds by a clear method: extract, condense, and reconcile information from major ancient historians, poets, and geographers into concise entries. Lemprière regularly notes where traditions diverge, preserving multiple versions when the sources disagree and indicating the authors who transmit them. The arrangement privileges ease of consultation, so articles tend to identify a figure, summarize the principal story or role, and situate it within the broader classical record. Where confusion is likely, the book points readers to related entries, establishing a web of cross-references that allows myths, lineages, and regional histories to be followed across several interconnected articles.

Mythological subjects occupy a substantial portion of the work. Entries on gods, heroes, and legendary founders outline attributes, epithets, relationships, and the key episodes that ancient authors associated with them. Lemprière highlights the ties between cult and story, noting prominent sanctuaries, festivals, or local variations when they clarify a figure’s significance. He keeps the focus on what a reader might need to decode a passage—how a deity’s domain explains an epithet, or which episode a poet is invoking—while acknowledging that myths often survive in several competing forms. The result is a compact guide to classical mythology as it appears in literary contexts.

Biographical entries cover statesmen, military commanders, philosophers, poets, and historians from the Greek and Roman worlds. Each notice identifies the subject, locates them in time, and sketches the deeds or writings for which they are remembered in antiquity. When traditions differ, the dictionary records alternative accounts without adjudicating beyond what the sources allow. Attention falls on the facts most likely to arise in reading—victories, offices, reforms, schools, or works—so that a name in an author’s text becomes intelligible at a glance. In this way the book doubles as a condensed handbook to classical history, literature, and intellectual life.

Geographical articles explain the names of cities, regions, rivers, and peoples as they appear in classical texts, describing locations, foundations associated by tradition, and political affiliations in the periods covered. The dictionary also includes subjects that illuminate civic and religious life—festivals, offices, and customs that recur across authors—so that readers can place historical narratives and myths within their social settings. Throughout, ancient geographers and historians supply the framework, and mythic or etymological stories are included when they help clarify how the ancients themselves understood a place. The emphasis remains consistent: provide enough context for secure reading without extended digression.

Because ancient names often appear in multiple forms, the entries usually give the best-known Latinized spelling while acknowledging variants, enabling readers to navigate between Greek and Roman usages. Cross-references tie cognate subjects together, whether by family relation, political alliance, or shared cult. When a name belongs to more than one figure, Lemprière distinguishes homonyms and directs readers to the relevant contexts. Brief pointers to source authors appear where especially helpful, encouraging further inquiry while keeping the articles compact. The overall design balances breadth and economy, aiming for a reliable first resort that can be consulted quickly alongside the classical texts themselves.

Over time the dictionary became a standard companion for Anglophone readers of the classics, widely used in schools and private study throughout the nineteenth century. Its enduring appeal lies in its utility: a single volume that turns an allusive literary world into an accessible network of people, places, and stories. Although later scholarship has revised many details and expanded the corpus, Lemprière’s synthesis remains a revealing document of Enlightenment-era classical learning. As a bridge between ancient sources and modern readers, it helped shape how generations approached antiquity and still offers a compact, historically informed pathway into the classical tradition.
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    A Classical Dictionary by John Lempriere first appeared in London in 1788, at the close of the British Enlightenment. Lempriere (1765-1824), a Jersey-born scholar educated at Winchester College and Pembroke College, Oxford, compiled an alphabetical handbook of proper names from Greek and Roman literature, including brief accounts of deities, heroes, places, and historical figures. Designed for students encountering authors such as Homer, Virgil, and Livy, it offered quick orientation to mythological and antiquarian references. Its portable format and plain prose suited school and university settings, where classical knowledge underpinned elite education, clerical training, and polite letters.

Late eighteenth-century English schooling centered on Latin and Greek. In the public schools and at Oxford and Cambridge, boys translated and imitated classical texts, learned prosody, and amassed exempla from antiquity. Winchester College, where Lempriere studied under the long headmastership of Joseph Warton, cultivated such habits through daily recitations and composition. At Oxford, collegiate tutorials and examinations privileged facility with ancient authors over original research. Reference works - Ainsworth's Latin Dictionary, Gradus ad Parnassum, atlases, and mythological handbooks - were standard equipment. Lempriere's volume complemented these tools by consolidating biographical, geographical, and mythological notices needed to read set texts efficiently.

The book emerged from a thriving print culture that prized portable compendia. After Samuel Johnson's Dictionary (1755) and the success of encyclopedias, London publishers fostered reliable reference works for schools and general readers. A Classical Dictionary quickly went through multiple editions and enlargements in the 1790s and early nineteenth century, reflecting steady classroom demand. Reprints and adaptations circulated widely in Britain and the United States, where classical curricula remained entrenched. Its alphabetic entries, citations of ancient sources, and appendices on coins, measures, and chronology made it a practical, standardized companion, easily consulted alongside inexpensive school editions of Greek and Latin authors.

The dictionary also belongs to the Enlightenment's organized curiosity about antiquity. Antiquarian societies catalogued inscriptions and artifacts; the British Museum opened to the public in 1759; and discoveries at Herculaneum and Pompeii, excavated from the mid-eighteenth century, sharpened public appetite for the ancient world. Edward Gibbon's History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (1776-1789) modeled grand narratives built from classical sources. Within this climate, Lempriere's compendium supplied the names, genealogies, and places that underpinned both literary appreciation and general erudition, translating scattered references into a coherent, accessible index for readers without specialist training.

As a compiler, Lempriere synthesized information from ancient historians, poets, and geographers as mediated by earlier handbooks and editions. His approach exemplified late Georgian scholarship: careful, utilitarian, and largely uncritical of textual transmission or source contradictions. Soon after, continental philology - marked by F. A. Wolf's Prolegomena ad Homerum (1795), expanding attention to manuscript traditions, dialects, and historical linguistics - reoriented classical studies. While not engaging that emerging rigor, the dictionary stabilized classroom knowledge by fixing concise, conventional accounts of gods, heroes, and statesmen. It privileged clarity and mnemonic utility over debate, a priority aligned with routine school exercises and examinations.

Political upheavals of the 1790s and early 1800s framed reception of classical materials. In Britain, debates over the French Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars frequently invoked Roman and Greek precedents in parliament, pamphlets, and the press. Civic virtue, tyranny, republicanism, and empire were discussed through examples from Livy, Plutarch, and Tacitus. A ready guide to proper names and places thus served not merely schoolrooms but literate publics following contemporary events. Lempriere's entries supplied the shorthand allusions that animated sermons and oratory, reinforcing a shared classical vocabulary that functioned as a common cultural currency across political and religious divides.

Lempriere's career as an Anglican clergyman and schoolmaster shaped the dictionary's tone and use. Trained within the established church and university system, he wrote for pupils expected to extract moral exempla and rhetorical ornaments from classical literature. The work's biographical sketches, genealogies, and concise geographical notices align with set-piece exercises in translation, declamation, and verse composition. By focusing on proper names rather than interpretive essays, he provided reference support without intruding on the teacher's role. The result harmonized with institutional routines in grammar schools and colleges, where mastery of names and narratives signaled readiness for public life, the professions, and the pulpit.

The dictionary remained a classroom fixture for decades, undergoing revisions and abridgments before being overtaken by mid-nineteenth-century handbooks such as William Smith's specialized dictionaries. Scholars later criticized Lempriere for uneven accuracy and derivative compilation, but its durability testified to its serviceable design and to the endurance of classical schooling. As a product of late Enlightenment Britain, it embodies confidence in ordered knowledge, moral utility, and ready reference. Its strengths - clarity, breadth, portability - and its limits - little source criticism, few non-Greco-Roman perspectives - together reflect the pedagogical priorities and cultural boundaries of its age, while quietly standardizing how generations first met the ancient world.
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He sets out to gather every classical proper name with precision, weaving anecdotes and facts into an engaging tableau of antiquity meant to delight students and seasoned minds alike. Earlier manuals proved either barren or clogged with unwieldy quotations; he vows to join Stephens’s brevity with the rich research of Lloyd, Hoffman, and Collier. After studying poets and historians, he mines modern works noted for clear narrative and geography, drawing special strength from Sabatier de Castres, Banier, and the Caen Dictionnaire Historique. Resolving that endless villages from Pliny would bloat pages without worth, he prunes them yet indicates vowel quantity for learners.
Because young scholars would use the volume, he shares early sketches with esteemed schoolmasters, gains their warm encouragement, and gratefully heeds the counsel of the kindly Rev. R. Valpy of Reading School. For Roman law and Greek and Italian festivals he relies on Potter, Godwyn, and Kennet; for tables of coins, weights, and measures he follows Arbuthnot. Sources are checked and re-checked so mythological opinions stand orderly and plain. Still aware that any dictionary is born imperfect, he places the work before fair judges, confident purpose will excuse defects, and pledges to embrace every judicious correction should a second edition be desired.
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Light flares 4004; waters rise in the Flood; tongues scatter at Babel; Babylon charts skies; Misraim[1] founds Egypt; Sicyon, Assyria, Argos, Abraham appear; Memnon invents letters; Ogyges deluge wastes Attica till Cecrops builds Athens and Scamander rules Troy; Deucalion’s ebb; Panathenaea begin, Cadmus walls Thebes, Idaean Dactyli crown Olympian; Moses writes, dies; Minos reigns, iron sparks on Ida, Eumolpus brings Eleusinian rites; Sisyphus opens Isthmian games; Argonauts and Adrastus sing at Pytho; Gideon rises; seven heroes besiege Thebes; Hercules revives Olympia; Theseus Paris seize Helen; after ten years Troy falls and Æneas sails; Ascanius founds Alba; Aeolians migrate; Heraclidæ reclaim Peloponnesus, shape Sparta; Saul crowned.
Sicyon falls; Codrus dies, archons rule Athens; Ionian migration; Solomon’s temple; Israel divided; Homer; Lycurgus and Iphitus revive Sparta, Olympia; Phidon coins, Dido’s Carthage; Assyria ends; Macedonia, Lydia rise; Corinth triremes; Coroebus’ Olympiad, Ephori, Isaiah; Rome founded, Sabine rape; Nabonassar; Messenian wars; Syracuse; Samaria falls, eclipse; Gyges murders Candaules; Tarentum, Corcyra, archons; Alba razed; Cypselus tyrant; Byzantium, Cyrene, Scythians raid; Draco’s code, Necho’s canal, Nineveh ruins, Phoenicians circumnavigate, Scythians expelled; Pythian games; Jerusalem taken; Isthmian, Nemean revived; Susarion’s comedy; Pisistratus; Cyrus conquers Croesus, Babylon, frees Jews; Marseilles; Thespis’ tragedy; Athenian library; Cambyses takes Egypt, Polycrates slain, Darius crowned; tyranny ends; Roman consuls; Athenians burn Sardis.
Persia plots; Heraclitus broods. 504 Rome installs dictator Lartius; 498 plebs mount Sacer; 490 Marathon; 480 Thermopylae 7 Aug, Salamis 20 Oct; 479 Plataea, Mycale; 477 Cremera slays Fabii; 471 Themistocles to Xerxes; Cyprus, Eurymedon fall; 470-460 Messenian war; 465 Egypt rises; 463 Rome seeks Solon; 454 Delphi Sacred war; 448 Chaeronea loss; 447 Herodotus praised; 445 Thurium founded; 444 comedy banned; 440 Corinth vs Corcyra; 439 Meton cycle; 432 Peloponnesian war starts, 431 plague; 430 peace; 421 Sicily; agrarian bill; 416 Egypt rebels; 414 Carthage sacks Selinus, Himera; 409 Aegospotamos, Dionysius; 405 Lysander takes Athens, thirty tyrants; 404 Cunaxa, Ten Thousand, tyrants ousted; 401 Socrates executed.
400 Agesilaus raids Asia; 396 Corinthian war; 395 Cnidus triumph; 390 Allia, Gauls sack Rome; 387 Antalcidas peace; 371 Leuctra topples Sparta; Messenians return; 363 Mantinea, Epaminondas falls; 360 Philip ascends; 357-348 Sacred struggle, Onomarchus falls, Egypt retaken; 338 Chaeronea crowns Philip; 336 he dies, Alexander surges: Granicus 334, Issus 333, Tyre-Egypt 332, Arbela 331, India 327; 323 his death splits empire; 312 Seleucid era; 301 Ipsus; 296 Demetrius retakes Athens; 286 Pharos, Septuagint; 281 Tarentine war, Achaean league; 278 Gauls repelled; 268 Gonatas Athens; 264 First Punic, 260 Duilius wins, 256 Regulus captured; 250 Parthia-Bactria revolt; 249 Drepanum; 243 Aratus frees Corinth, Agis executed.
Rome applauds Livius Andronicus’ plays, then watches Amilcar ferry young Hannibal to Spain. Janus’ gates close; Sardinia war smolders; Athens pawns Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides to Ptolemy. Carvilius secures Rome’s first divorce as Sardinia and Corsica fall. Envoys stride into Athens and Corinth; Cleomenes and Aratus clash; an earthquake topples Rhodes’ Colossus while Archimedes and Fabius Pictor flourish. Sellasia bleeds; Aetolians and Achaeans revolt; Saguntum’s fall ignites the seventeen-year Punic storm: Trasimene, Cannae, Zama. Rome spars with Philip, takes Syracuse, and watches Philopoemen humble Machanidas before Hannibal’s defeat closes the century of turmoil. Cynoscephalae and Pydna crush Macedon, sending books and treasure into Rome’s new library.
Time is measured by water clocks as Terence charms the stage; Andriscus’ brief Macedonian crown falls, Demetrius dies, and the Third Punic War erupts. Scipio burns Carthage, Mummius levels Corinth, Roman swords silence Viriathus and Numantia, and Pergamum becomes a province. Ptolemy Physcon beckons scholars, while Gracchan reform ends in blood. Jugurtha fights five harsh years; the sumptuary law restrains feasts; Teutones and Cimbri ravage and are broken by Marius. Cyrene and Dalmatia bow, Social allies rebel, Mithridates rises, and Rome’s own generals clash until Sulla storms Athens, ships its libraries west, rules as dictator, resigns, and dies.
Bithynia and Crete surrender, Spartacus rises and falls, Lucullus, Pompey crush Mithridates, Catiline’s plot dies under Cicero, and Caesar, Pompey, Crassus form the first triumvirate. Caesar storms Gaul, crosses to Britain, outlives Crassus, beats Pompey at Pharsalia, adjusts the calendar, wins Munda, and is stabbed. Antony, Octavian, Lepidus seize power, fell Brutus and Cassius at Philippi, and Octavian wins Actium to become Augustus and order the census that marks Christ’s birth. Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, Nero, Vespasian, Titus, Domitian, Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus, and Marcus Aurelius reign amid persecutions, revolts, and wars; Commodus dies, Severus walls Britain, Caracalla murders Geta, and is slain by Macrinus.
Macrinus falls; Heliogabalus rules till Alexander Severus rises. Goths exact tribute; Artaxerxes topples Arsacid Parthia. Alexander hammers Persia, endures the sixth Christian persecution, then dies to Maximinus. The two Gordians flash and perish; Pupienus and Balbinus soon share the sword of the younger Gordian. Sarbinianus is crushed in Africa. Gordian III marches on Persia, slain by Philip, who assumes the throne, makes peace with Sapor, then falls to Decius. A seventh persecution rages; Gallus succeeds, plague sweeps the empire. Gallus, Æmilianus, Valerian, Gallienus swap the purple; eighth persecution erupts, thirty tyrants rage, Valerian is flayed by Sapor, Odenatus holds the East; Goths fall, Gallienus dies.
Claudius ascends, slaughters hundreds of thousands of Goths; Zenobia seizes Egypt. Aurelian opens the ninth persecution, humbles her at Edessa, cedes Dacia, then dies; Tacitus, Florianus, and Probus flash by. Probus pacifies Gaul and Persia, falls to mutiny; Carus and his sons reign briefly. Diocletian rises, shares power with Maximian, recovers Britain, storms Alexandria, unleashes a decade of persecution, then abdicates. Constantius dies; Constantine overthrows Maxentius, favours Christianity, crushes Licinius, convenes Nicaea, builds Constantinople, smashes pagan temples, and leaves the realm to three sons. Civil wars, murders, earthquakes, and Julian’s pagan revival pass until Theodosius reunites the empire, slays Maximus and Eugenius, then dies.
Honorius holds the West, Arcadius the East. Stilicho beats Goths yet Alaric still sacks Rome. Vandals seize Spain, Burgundians Alsace, Visigoths Toulouse, Franks the Lower Rhine; Britain is abandoned, invites Saxons. Genseric snatches Carthage, later plunders Rome; Attila ravages Europe. Western thrones whirl until Odoacer shatters the empire and crowns himself king of Italy. Clovis conquers Gaul, is baptized, makes Paris his capital. Anastasius governs Byzantium; Theodoric builds an Ostrogothic realm. Justin rises, then Justinian, who codifies law, reconquers Africa and Rome, suppresses the consulship, weathers a great plague, watches monks smuggle silkworms, and dies as Lombards invade Italy.
Maurice falls to Phocas in 602, papal power swells; Heraclius claims the throne as Persia storms Syria, Egypt, Jerusalem. Mahomet’s Hegira begins 622; within decades Arabs besiege Constantinople, seize Jerusalem, Alexandria, Cyprus, Rhodes, Africa, Spain. Greek fire saves the city in 673 and again in 717 under Leo III. Peter-pence starts; Charles Martel halts the Saracens at Tours; Merovingians fade; Baghdad rises; Charlemagne crushes Lombards and is crowned emperor, while Irene murders her son to reign. Vikings raid; Basil the Macedonian takes the purple, clocks arrive, fiefs spread, Normans settle France, Saracen rule fractures, and in 969 Basil II and Constantine govern.
After Zimisces dies in 975, Theophana’s name endures; in 987 the Capetians mount the French throne. Saracens bring Arabic numerals west in 991, and Otho III makes the German crown elective in 996. Scholars—Eudes de Cluni, Azophi, Luitprand, Alfarabius, Rhazes, Geber, Abbo, Aimoin, Gerbert—brighten the age. England slaughters the Danes on 13 November 1002, old churches rise in new arches by 1005, and a storm drowns Flanders in 1014. Constantine rules alone in 1025; four years later Zoe poisons Romanus, enthrones Michael IV, and in 1035 Castile and Aragon appear. She adopts Michael V in 1041, rules with Theodora in 1042, marries Constantine X, and by 1050 Turks breach the empire.
From 1054 Theodora reclaims power and adopts Michael VI; soldiers soon lift Isaac I, who surrenders to Constantine Ducas. Turks seize Jerusalem, Hastings crowns William, Eudocia weds and loses Romanus Diogenes, Botaniates replaces the three boy-kings, Domesday measures England, Alexius I resists Normans yet cedes Asia Minor, William II follows. The first crusade retakes Jerusalem; Henry I rules, Cambridge revives, Calojohannes reigns and the Templars muster. Stephen gains England, Manuel the East, the second crusade marches, Gratian shapes canon law, Guelf and Ghibelline feuds rage, Henry II rises, Teutonic knights form, Turks capture Egypt, Clarendon sits, justice rides circuits.
Alexius II rises 1180; next year Glanville drafts English law. Andronicus strangles the boy 1183, yet Isaac Angelus ousts him 1185. Acre faces the third crusade, Richard I wins at Ascalon. Alexius Angelus blinds the emperor 1195; John crowns England 1199; scholars from Abelard to Maimonides flourish. The fourth crusade restores Isaac and Alexius; Mourzoufle murders them; Baldwin crowned; Lascaris, Trebizond’s Alexius, and Michael of Epirus found new thrones. Bulgars seize Baldwin, Zingis Khan storms Asia, Aristotle condemned, Magna Carta sealed, Henry III enthroned, Courtenay and Vataces swap the diadem, Inquisition goes Dominican, Ottomans appear, a fifth crusade sails, Alphonso charts the skies, Michael Palæologus regains Constantinople 1261.
Edward I ascends 1272, issues Mortmain; Sicilian Vespers erupt, Wales annexed, parliaments set 1293. Ottomans rise in Bithynia, Flavio perfects compass, Swiss cantons unite. Edward II reigns, papacy moves to Avignon. Edward III follows, comet flares, Petrarch revives letters. Cantacuzene seizes Byzantium, Turks cross to Europe, Commons join Knights, Crecy and Poitiers fell France, Garter founded, Rienzi rebels, pleadings turn English. Tamerlane conquers, Richard II crowned, Manuel succeeds, Henry IV then Henry V win Agincourt. Madeira found, Henry VI reigns, Amurath besieges Constantinople, Medici rise, printing born, Constantine XII rules, and on 29 May 1453 Mahomet II takes the city, ending Byzantium; Yorkists stake claim.
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Abae in Phocis shelters Apollo Abæus, its Thracian Abantes[2] founders fleeing Xerxes, starting Euboean Abantis; name repeats in Caria, Arabia Felix and a Smyrna peak. Sicilian Abacene stands by Messana. Far north Abalus drops amber and demands century-long rites for the drowned. Capuan Abana appears in Cicero. The warlike Abantes breed Phocian Aba, then sail to Euboea; their bloodline bears the patronymics Abantias and Abantiades. Ambitious Abantidas slays Clinias and rules Sicyon until his own murder. The title Abantis shifts to Euboea and an Epirote district. Naiad Abarbarea bears Bucolion sons. In distant Abarimon folk breathe only native air.
Perseus fells Abaris[3]; Euryalus kills the Rutulian namesake; a prophetic Scythian Abaris rides Apollo’s arrow, forges the Palladium[4] and drifts back to Hyperborea. Desert prince Abarus turns traitor to Crassus. Syrian Mount Abas births the Euphrates; Armenian river Abas sees Pompey beat the Albani. Mischievous child Abas laughs at Ceres and becomes a lizard, unlike the Argive king Abas—founder of Aba, father to Acrisius and Proetus—whose many namesakes crowd Virgil and Ovid: comrades of Aeneas, Latin chiefs, centaur hunter, Spartan seer, Neptune’s son, sophist and Trojan historian. Red-Sea Abasa, Mysian Abasitis, Abyssinian realm and Phrygian Abassus join the list.
Abydos[5] of Egypt guards Osiris’s temple; Asiatic Abydos faces Sestos across the Hellespont, stage for Hero, Leander and Xerxes’ bridge, its citizens choosing death over Philip. Abailas twin of Calpe frames Hercules’ pillars. Abylon rises in Egypt, and vast Abyssinia feeds the Nile. Abydenus, spoilt pupil of Aristotle, writes island histories. Susa’s governor Abulites betrays Alexander yet gains a province. The torn prince Absyrtus[6], dismembered by Medea, lends his name to Adriatic islands, river and city Tomos. Aborigines, first Latins, aid Aeneas and spawn Rome. Finally, Cretan nymph Acacallis leaves twin sons to a goat’s care beneath wild Cretan skies.
Daughter of Minos bears Cydon to Mercury and Amphithemis to Apollo; Acacus, son of Lycaon, raises Mercury in Arcadian Acacesium where the god is hailed Acacesius. Rhetorician Acacius teaches under Julian. Shaded walks of Academia[7] echo Plato, then Arcesilaus, then Carneades, laughter banned within. Academus buys peace from Dioscuri by revealing Helen’s hiding place. The river Acalandrus reaches the Tarentine gulf; Acalle, another child of Minos, and Oceanid Acamarchis stand beside it. Acamas, son of Theseus, sires Munitus with Laodice, joins Troy, founds Acamantium, and lends his name to an Athenian tribe; Antenor’s boy and a Thracian ally share his name.
Colchian Acampsis flows seaward; Apollo’s forsaken nymph Acantha hardens into thorny bloom. Macedonian Acanthus rises near Athos, its Egyptian namesake by the Nile, and a lone island bear matching titles. Pannonian and Italian Acara stand distant, while Corinth’s spring Acaria watches Iolas behead Eurystheus. Luxurious Acarnania counts half-years, breeds swift horses, and spawns the vengeful youths Acarnas and Amphoterus who age overnight to slay their father’s murderers; nearby stony Acarnan towers above Attica. Oceanid Acasta glides past. In Thessaly, Acastus, Pelias’ son, believing his wife, hunts Peleus yet dies by the hero’s returning sword; he was once Athens’ second archon.
Red-Sea Acathantus gleams; Acca Laurentia shelters Romulus and Remus, called Lupa, wins Hercules at dice, kisses Tarrutius, inherits his fortune, and wills it to Rome, whose feast praises her; she rides with Camilla. Atia Accia bears Augustus. Tragedian Lucius Accius, warriors Acco and Tullius, and poet Labeo appear. Acerrae endures floods; seer Aceratus stays in Delphi as Xerxes nears; priest Acerbas weds Dido. Reeds fringe Persian Acesines, twin to Sicilian Acesis. Æneas founds Acesta for king Acestes. Apollo Acesius heals, Ceres Achæa weeps, the Achaean league rises under Aratus and Philopœmen then falls to Rome. Achaemenes sires Persian kings, Achaemenides rejoins comrades, rebel Achaeus hangs.
Achaia marked a corner of Phthiotis, ruled from Alos and famed for the Achaian war. Near Sardis stood Achara; the Acharenses lived by Syracuse; Acharnæ lay outside Athens. “Fidus Achates,” Æneas’ steadfast companion, shared his name with a Sicilian river. The Sirens, born of Achelous, were called Achelóides; Achelorium coursed through Thessaly. Shape-shifting Achelous—son of Ocean—fought Hercules, became snake then bull, lost a horn that nymphs filled as Cornucopia, and retreated to his Epirus flood whose drifting sand formed islands; lesser rivers of his name ran through Arcadia and Sipylus and were said to rise after the deluge.
Acherdus named an Attic tribe; the Acherimi lived in Sicily. Acheron[8] crossed Thesprotia, received the dying, and gave its name to hell; other Acherons ran through Elis, the Riphæan range, and Bruttium. Acherontia overlooked Apulia. On Egypt’s Acherusia the dead were judged aboard the Baris; Epirus, Calabria, and Tauric Chersonesus held namesakes, the last the mouth by which Hercules dragged Cerberus. Achetus watered Sicily; Achillas, Ptolemy’s captain, slew Pompey and died resisting Rome. The Borysthenes bore peninsula Achillea, the Danube an island tomb shunned by birds, and Miletus a spring that sweetened downstream. Achilleienses lived near Macedonia, and Statius began but never finished his Achilleis.
Achilles, invulnerable save the heel, trained by Chiron, exposed at Lycomedes, armed by Vulcan, withdrew over Briseis, avenged Patroclus, killed Hector, yielded the corpse, loved Polyxena, and died to Paris’ arrow; at Sigaeum he won bull rites and Alexander’s homage. Achilleum stood nearby; Aquileus died in a lion pit. Landless Achivi seized Achaia; Achladæus, the Harpy Acholöe, and Gaul Acichorius appear. Venus bathed at Acidalia; the Acidas once Jardanus. Trojan Acilii framed laws on colonies, bribery, and extortion: Balbus saw blood rain, Glabrio toppled Antiochus and raised Piety’s shrine, his line judged Verres and, twice backed by Cicero, ruled Sicily for Caesar.
Domitian, jealous of young Glabrio’s strength, casts the consul’s son before wild beasts; their mauling sates imperial envy. On Sicily, shepherd Acis loves Galatea until Polyphemus crushes him with a rock; the gods let his blood well up as a spring. At sea, pilot Acœtes spares sleeping Bacchus; his mocking crew seize the god and twist into scaly monsters, while he sails free. During Perseus’ wedding hunter Aconteus meets Medusa’s stare and petrifies. Later Cea’s Acontius tosses an apple inscribed, “Juro tibi sanctæ per mystica sacra Dianæ, me tibi venturam comitem, sponsamque futuram,” and Cydippe is bound to marry him.
Acridophagi gorge on locusts until, at forty, winged lice swarm and gnaw them dead. Acrisius of Argos hears the oracle: his daughter’s boy will end him. He seals Danae in bronze, yet Jupiter slips in as golden rain; exposed at sea, infant Perseus survives and later, casting a quoit at Larissa, accidentally kills the unrecognized grandsire, fulfilling doom. Romulus meets Cenina’s king Acron in single combat, wins, and dedicates the spoils to Jupiter. Physician Acron quells plague with blazing pyres. During Pyrrhus’ siege, Spartan Acrotatus charges, delighting mistress Chelidonis. In the woods hunter Actaeon sees bathing Diana, sprouts antlers, and is torn by hounds.
At Corinth, Actaeon resists Archias’ attack and dies; his father’s suicide brings a plague that banishes the ravisher. Freedwoman Acte warms Nero’s couch. Actia sleeps in Apollo’s shrine, dreams of a dragon lover, then bears Augustus. Near Epirus Antony and Cleopatra lose at Actium; Augustus builds Nicopolis and ordains games for Apollo. Augur Actius Navius cleaves a whetstone with a razor to prove divine aid. The conjoined Actorides guide one chariot until Hercules defeats them. In Crete nurse Adamantæa suspends infant Zeus from a tree, cymbals clamoring to hide him. Trojan Adamas later drops beneath Merion’s spear.
Poets name the underworld for its darkness. Adgandestrius asked the senate for help killing Arminius; they replied that Romans fight openly. Adherbal was slain at Cirta by Jugurtha despite pleas. Adherbas and Adiante named. Adiatorix massacred Heraclea for Antony, marched in Augustus’s triumph, and strangled. Adimantus, spared at Aegospotami for resisting Spartan mutilation, also appears as Plato’s brother, Themistocles’ censurer, and a king blasted by Zeus. Admeta coveted the Amazon girdle won by Hercules. Admetus, Apollo’s protégé, yoked lion and boar to gain Alceste; she died for him and returned. He sailed with Argonauts, hunted Calydon; other Admeti sheltered Themistocles or died at Tyre.
Adonia spanned a day of wailing and one of joy; defaulters sold an embrace, fee to Adonis. Nicias launched his fleet that day. Adonis, son of Myrrha and Cinyras, loved by Venus, was gored by a boar, became anemone, and alternates months with her and Proserpine. Adramyttium, Adrana, and Adranum dog-guarded are listed, plus Oceanid Adrasta and Nemesis shrines called Adrastia. On the Adrastii plain Alexander beat Darius. Adrastus of Argos survived the Seven, secured burial by Theseus, and later died grieving Ægialeus. Other Adrasti: Aristotle’s disciple, Croesus’s guest, a Lydian ally, Trojan seer, Eurydice’s father, king of Sicyon, and a son of Hercules.
Phocaeans mapped the Adriatic between Illyricum and Italy. Hadrian built Britain’s wall, crushed Jews, renamed Jerusalem Ælia, wandered on foot, bathed with crowds, tried suicide in illness, and died of dysentery after twenty-one years. One Adrian served Lucullus, another taught at Tyre. Adrymetum Africa, Aduataca Gaul, Adula Alps, Adulis Egypt, Adyrmachidae Libya. The nymph Æa became an island, another Æa ruled Colchis, and the Æacea games honour Æacus. Deposed Æacidas begot Pyrrhus; their ancestor Æacus made the Myrmidons and judges the dead, so Achilles is an Æacide. Circe bears the title Æaea, Ajax rests at Æanteum, and Æantides of Lampsacus wed Hippias’s daughter.
Æantis stands among seven Pleiad poets, an Athenian tribe. The river Æas of Epirus meets Peneus at Tempe. Æatus and his lame-feigning sister Polyclea cross the Achelous; she leaps ashore crying, “The kingdom is mine!” He echoes her, weds her, and their son Thessalus names Thessaly. Hercules hears a magpie mimic an infant, rescues his son Æchmacoras and Phyllone. Æchmis inherits Arcadia. Ædepsum rises in Euboea. At rainy Edessa, goats guide Caranus to a citadel and royal tomb; Macedon endures while kings rest there. Rome, after Hannibal’s retreat, builds the laughing shrine Ædicula Ridiculi. Magistrates called Ædiles—plebeian, major, cereal—keep streets, measures, provisions, ascending to rank.
Hot-springed Ædipsus steams in Euboea. Valerius Aedituus pens light love and epigrams. Ædon, wife of Zethus, jealous of fertile Niobe, seeks her nephew’s life, misstrikes and kills her own boy Itylus, then turns to a goldfinch. The warlike Ædui of Gaul, beaten by Sequani and German Ariovistus, recover sway under crafty Caesar before rising again with Ambiorix and Vercingetorix. Æetes of Colchis, son of Helios, slays refugee Phryxus for the golden fleece guarded by fire-snorting bulls and a dragon, yet loses it to the Argonauts aided by his daughter Medea; hence she is styled Æetias. Nearby lies the island Æga between Tenedos and Chios.
Edessa’s twin name Ægæ echoes through Macedonia, Cilician port Ægææ, and Euboean shore. Pirate-legend Briareus, called Ægæon, wields a hundred oarsmen; the choppy Ægæum Mare, studded like goats atop waves, bears Neptune’s surname Ægæus. Xerxes oversees Salamis from Mount Ægaleos. Small sites—Ægan, Ægas, and Attalus-taken Ægeleon—flash past before the Ægates Isles where Catulus smashes Hanno’s fleet. Ægesta births Acestes and names a ruined Sicilian town. Athens’ king Ægeus sires Theseus by Æthra, sees black sails, and dives into the sea that keeps his name. Faithless Ægiale soils Diomedes’ bed; lands styled Ægialea or Ægialus ring Peloponnesus; Epigoni leader Ægialeus falls; long-lived Ægimius survives two centuries.
Aegimius, king of Doris, defeats the Lapithae with Hercules. Near Libya lies Aegimorus, perhaps Virgil’s Arae. Aegina, seized by Jupiter’s flame, bears Aeacus, marries Actor, sees her sons rebel, and in one tale becomes the island that bears her. That isle, once Oenopia, is emptied by plague until Jupiter answers Aeacus and forges new men from ants; its navy briefly rules, yet submits to Darius, is shattered by Pericles, and declines after exile and return. Paulus Aegineta pioneers obstetrics; Aeginetes reigns in Arcadia; Zeus as Aegiochus straps Amalthea’s hide, Pan—or Aegipan—sports goat legs. Twin Aegira towns, Aegiroessa, and the dread goat-skin Aegis complete the list.
Aegisthus, son of Thyestes and his daughter Pelopea, carries the telltale sword. Ordered to kill Thyestes, he learns truth, murders Atreus, crowns his father, exiles Agamemnon and Menelaus. Left with Clytemnestra, he beds her and with her slays homecoming Agamemnon. Seven years later Orestes and Electra fake the prince’s death, surprise the lovers at Apollo’s shrine, and kill them. Pompey jeers at Caesar as “Aegisthus” for similar adultery. Nearby stand rugged Aegitium, goat-fed Aegium, the many Aegles, the Samian wrestler who breaks his silence, Apollo Aegletes, Nero’s nurse Aegloge, Bacchus Aegobolus, and Capricorn, Pan’s goat-horned escape from Typhon.
Aegon pipes to his flock, lends his name to a Lemnian headland, the Aegean swell, and a boxer who drags a bull downhill. At Aegospotami Lysander sinks Athens’ fleet, ending the Peloponnesian War. Attalus grants homes to the Aegosagae; Aegus and Roscillus betray Caesar; Aegusa guards Sicily; Aegy is razed for treason; goat-legged Aegypanes haunt Africa; Aegypsus sits by the Danube; freedman Aegypta aids Cicero. Egypt, realm of Aegyptus whose fifty sons die by Danaid blades, fattens on the Nile, reveres cats and crocodiles, passes from Persia to the Ptolemies and, after Cleopatra, to Rome. The name also crowns Mausolus’ minister and the river itself.
Aulus coaxed the emperor to found towns named Ælia, while tribune Tubero’s Ælia law sent two colonies to Brutian soil. Nine years later another statute made augurs watch the sky, and Ælia-Sexta freed whipped slaves yet denied them citizenship. Claudius married Ælia Petina, sired a son, then cast her off for Messalina. Sophist Claudius Ælian quit lecterns for Greek marvels, dying at sixty. Penniless Ælii once packed sixteen souls in one hut until Paulus granted Macedonian gold. A woodpecker alighting on Quintus Ælius’ head drew the warning, “Spare it and Rome will die!” He bit it off; his heirs soon fell at Cannæ.
Saturninus dashed verses at Tiberius and was hurled from the Tarpeian rock. Censor Sextus Catus parted senators from crowd at games; Ætolian envoys found him dining with earthenware, offered silver, he kept the humble cups once gifted by Paulus. Spartiānus later penned the reigns of Hadrian, Antoninus, and Marcus. Stern Tubero battled the Gracchi; his descendant faced trial and Cicero’s defense. Lucius Verus, adopted then discarded by Hadrian, dosed himself with poison, leaving Antoninus Pius to rise. Lawyers Gallus and Sextus Pætus defined statutes; grammarian Stilo tutored Varro. Harpy Aello screamed through myth; Egyptians embalmed the sacred cat Ælurus beneath Bubastis’ walls.
Dictator Mamercus Æmilius shortened the five-year censorship to eighteen months, and his later law empowered the eldest prætor to drive a nail into the Capitol each September, a ritual believed to halt plague. Emperor-for-days Æmiliānus rose in Mauretania, marched against Gallus, and, like him, fell to his own troops. Vestal Æmylia revived Vesta’s fire with her veil; Lepida, Drusus’ wife, met death after adultery. Ænaria—now Ischia—welcomed Æneas’ ship. He founded towns across Macedonia and Chersonesus, his comrades called Æneadæ. When Troy burned, he slung Anchises over his shoulders, clasped Ascanius, rescued the household gods, and strode into the night, heedless of Creusa’s distant footsteps.
Fate marked Aeneas and his line for rule, Homer hinting that the destined Trojans were those who would follow him to Italy. Guided by omen and oracle, he sailed from fallen Troy to Thracian Chersonesus under ally Polymnestor, touched Delos, Strophades, and Crete, then reached Epirus and Drepanum in Sicily, where he buried his father Anchises. Steering for Italy he was blown to Africa, welcomed by Queen Dido and gifting her a robe once worn by Helen. She begged for marriage, yet, warned by the gods, he slipped away, was again storm-tossed to Sicily, and finally landed at Cumae.
Led by the Sibyl through the underworld, he heard Anchises foretell Rome’s grandeur, then, after seven years’ wandering and the loss of thirteen ships, entered the Tiber. King Latinus feasted him and offered his daughter Lavinia, though Queen Amata had pledged the girl to Turnus. Turnus raised war; after fierce battles the rivals fought single combat and fell beneath Aeneas’s spear. The victor wed Lavinia, founded Lavinium, and briefly reigned before dying in conflict with Etruscans—some say drowned in the Numicus, others snatched to heaven. Dionysius dated his Italian landing to the fifty-fourth Olympiad. Aeneas’s piety remained legendary among Latins.
Some claimed he became Neoptolemus’s captive in Thessaly and escaped, others that he later revisited Troy, leaving Ascanius in Latium. Lavinia bore Silvius, reared in forest exile and eventual successor of Ascanius despite Julius’s challenge. Other bearers of the name include a Spartan envoy during the Peloponnesian War, a strategist whose manuals Cineas abridged, and a Gaza philosopher who penned Theophrastus after embracing Christianity; cities in Latium, Troas, and Macedonia also keep his memory. Virgil’s eleven-year labour, the twelve-book Æneid, mirrors Odyssey then Iliad, from Carthaginian love to Turnus’s death, celebrating Rome’s fate. Lexicons recount generals, philosophers, storm-master Aeolus, Aeolian isles, and the warlike Aequi.
Aequimelium marks the razed home of Melius, struck down for clutching at Rome’s crown. Aerias raises Paphos’s shrine in Cyprus. Aerope, Atreus’s wife, lies with Thyestes; her twin boys appear roasted on their father’s board. Another Aerope, Cepheus’s child, is seized by Mars, dies in labour, yet her infant Aeropus lives. Generals, regents, banished officers and even a Chaonian peak share that name. On Ida’s slopes, Priam’s son Aesacus chases Hesperia; she leaps seawards, turns to a bird, he dives after, and Tethys shapes him into a cormorant. Rivers Aesapus and Aesar glide, unconcerned. Aeschines, son of Atrometus, trades oratory and silver against Demosthenes.
A golden crown for Demosthenes rouses Aeschines to indict Ctesiphon; the duel ends in defeat, exile to Rhodes, and a gift of silver from Demosthenes. Before the Rhodians he repeats his speech, reads the reply, hears greater applause and cries, “How much more would your admiration rise had you heard Demosthenes himself!” At seventy-five he dies, three orations left. Others bearing the name lecture, carve, wander. Aeschrion marches with Alexander; Aeschylides writes of fields. Soldier-poet Aeschylus fashions two-actor drama, robes his cast, removes stage murder; saved from an impiety trial, he retreats to Hiero and dies when an eagle drops a tortoise on his head.
Apollo rescues unborn Aesculapius from Coronis’s corpse and entrusts him to Chiron; a goat feeds, a dog guards, herbs teach healing and resurrection. Zeus’s bolt ends him, Apollo’s anger fells the Cyclops, yet Epidaurus, Pergamus, Athens and stricken Rome honour the bearded god with serpent-twined staff. Epione bears Machaon, Podalirus, Hygiea. Aesepus, both Bucolion’s son and Mysian river, flows on. Aesernia, Aesis, Aesion flash past. Aeson is renewed by Medea—or drains bull blood and dies—and Jason inherits Aesonides. Freed slave Æsop mocks Delphi and is hurled from a cliff; actor Clodius Aesopus hoards riches, his son drinks jewels, and a Pontic river echoes their name.
An attendant of Mithridates praises his king and Helen; Aestria sleeps in the Adriatic, Aesula clings to a mountain between Tibur and Praeneste. From Aesyetes’ tomb Polites spies the Greek fleet, while Bacchus bears the title Aesymnetes. Aesymnus of Megara asks Apollo how best to rule. Elba, once Aethalia, lies between Etruria and Corsica. Mercury’s son Aethalides crosses freely between living and dead. Aethion falls amid Andromeda’s wedding. Vast sun-kissed Aethiopia, homeland of dark, god-favoured men, floods five months each year. Aethlius, Zeus’s child, sires Endymion. Fiery Aethon serves the Sun, sheds tears for Pallas, and races with Hector.
Aethra, Pittheus’s daughter, bears Theseus to Aegeus, guards stolen Helen, is seized by Castor and Pollux, and later follows her to Troy; another Oceanid Aethra, called Pleione, weds Atlas. Aethusa, child of Neptune, mothers Eleuthere by Apollo and names an isle near Lilybaeum. Callimachus sings of rites in his Aetia. Eetion, Andromache’s father, dies with seven sons; the painter of the same name wins an Olympian bride for showing Alexander with Roxane. Smoking, snow-crowned Aetna forges thunderbolts above buried giants and has erupted a hundred times since Pythagoras. Rugged Aetolia, named for Aetolus, grows bold after Athens falls.
Aetolus slays Apis, flees Elis, and christens Ætolia. Aex rocks between Tenedos and stars, goat-nurse of Zeus. Rome knows informer-consul Afer, Afrania, playwright Lucius Afranius, general Afranius, and executed satirists Quintianus and Potitus. Blazing Africa lends surname Africanus to poet, chronographer, lawyer, orator, Scipios. Past Africum roll Agagrian gates, Agalasses, Agalla, architects Agamedes and Trophonius who die eight days after their wish, and Agamemnon—exile, commander, sacrificer, rival, victor, slain by Clytemnestra and Ægisthus, avenged by Orestes. His echo names Agamemnonius, Agametor, Agamnestor. Aganippe springs, Agapenor wrecks at Cyprus and founds Paphos. Closing names: Agar, Agareni, Agarista, Agasicles, Agassae, Agasthenes, Agrastrophus, Agasthus, Agasus, Agatha, Agatharchidas.
Samian philosopher maps stones, Persia, Phoenice, the Red Sea, Europe, Asia. Some call him Cnidian, shining around 177 B.C. Agatharchus steers the Syracusan fleet; another Agatharchus paints beside Zeuxis. Agathias of Aeolia writes epigrams and a five-book sequel to Procopius on Justinian’s reign. Agatho of Samos charts Scythia; a later Agatho wins tragic prizes in 406, titles Telephus and Thyestes, while a comic namesake shares the age. Priam’s son Agathon falls at Troy; another Agathon rules Babylon; a Pythagorean debates; a musician weaves the first tragic song; handsome youth Agathon captures Plato’s heart, forever remembered still.
Ruthless beauty Agathoclea lures a Ptolemy to murder Eurydice, then she and her brother sway Egypt and plot the prince’s death. Potters’ son Agathocles rises through Sicilian ranks, seizes Syracuse, subdues the island, raids Africa four years, storms Crotona, and dies aged seventy-two after twenty-eight turbulent seasons. Another Agathocles, son of Lysimachus, escapes Getae captivity, weds Lysandra, and is later slain by stepmother Arsinoe, who may have loved or feared him. Other learned Agathocleses chronicle Cyzicus, husbandry, Samos, medicine, Athens. Agathosthenes, Agathyllus, and Agathynum shimmer; the fierce Scythian Agathyrsi share wives beneath Hercules’ fame, legend.
Agave, Cadmus’ daughter, slays Echion in Dionysian fury, helps rear the god, and is venerated; a Nereid and a tragedy echo her name. Milk-fed Agaui roam the north; Agavus and Agenor’s sons and dynasties spread from Phoenicia to Argos. Sculptors Agesander and Agelades carve Laocoon and heroes; stone-faced Crassus earns “Agelastus”. Swift suitor Agelaus, loyal servant of Priam, and Corinthian king Agilaus flash past. Mighty Agesilaus II, lame yet indomitable, campaigns from Persia to Egypt, embodying Spartan austerity; kings Agesipolis I and II follow. Philosophers, poets, queens, conspirators—from Aggrammes and Agis’ wars to moon-drawing Aglaonice, midwife-masked Agnodice, and city-founder Agnon—crowd the roll.
Agnonides arraigns Phocion for yielding the Piraeus to Nicanor; when the Athenians recall Phocion’s merits they set up his statues and execute the accuser. Rome thrice keeps the ram-offering Agonalia for Janus, and every fifth year the Capitoline Agones reward athletes, orators and poets—Statius reads his Thebaid with little applause. Agoracritus of Paros fashions a Venus for Athens; ten Agoranomi police the markets; Agra, Agrae and allied towns, rivers and tribes mark Boeotia, Susa, Arcadia, Arabia and Aetolia. Minerva is Agraea at Sparta and Agorea at Athens; Mercury there is Agoreus, Apollo Agyieus, Diana claims Agrotéra’s yearly goat-offering.
The Agrarian law, first urged by Spurius Cassius (A.U.C. 268) and twice rejected amid riots and fines, finally passes under Tiberius Gracchus despite his colleague Octavius and commissions parcel Rome’s conquests—yet the statute hastens the republic’s fall under Caesar. Agrinium stands in Acarnania; night-time Agrionia honors Bacchus; Agriopas chronicles Olympic victors. Agricola, just governor of Britain, proves the island’s shape, obeys Domitian’s jealous recall, slips into quiet friendship, and dies at fifty-six. Prosperous, hospitable Agrigentum, founded from Gela, endures monarchs, tyrants and Carthaginians; its ruined temples now outshine all Sicily.
Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa smashes Sextus Pompey, shines at Actium and Philippi, declines triumphs, erects the Pantheon, weds Julia and dies mourned at fifty-one; sons Caius and Lucius, adopted by Augustus, fall to Lollius’ treachery and Livia’s fear. Herod Agrippa leaves Caligula’s chains to rule Judea, is praised as god, then struck with vermin; his son loses the throne but stands by Titus at Jerusalem while Paul pleads before him. Menenius calms Rome with the belly and the limbs. Agrippina the Elder, brave widow of Germanicus, starves in exile; her daughter Agrippina the Younger poisons Claudius, urges Nero, and when assassins strike cries, “Hit the womb that bore such a monster.” Nero admires the corpse’s beauty. Acrisius’ kin, battling Agrius, centaurs, giants and Ulysses’ son, pass in swift notice; Agyrtes murders his own father.
Statius sings of Agyrus, Sicilian tyrant, ally of Dionysius against Carthage. Rome’s Servilii bear the knife-name Ahala; Ahenobarbus glows red. Then appears Ajax, Telamon’s giant: he swaps armour with Hector, loses Achilles’ prize, madly cuts down sheep he thinks Atreids, and drives his sword through the only spot the lion-skin left bare; his blood blooms hyacinth. Others blame Paris, some Ulysses. His mound stands at Sigaeum. Locrian Ajax sails with forty ships, ravishes Cassandra in Athena’s temple; storm wrecks him, yet he shouts, "Safe despite the gods!" Neptune cleaves rock, he drowns. Both spirits rest in Leuce. Aidoneus, King of Molossia, chains Theseus near Acheron.
Aidoneus' namesake river threads past Troy. Aimy̆lus, child of Ascanius, seeds the proud Æmylii. One night a voice above Vesta warns Ceditius, "Soon the Gauls will storm your walls!" Rome ignores, the disaster strikes, and Camillus raises an altar to Aius Locutius, the talking god. Inland Caria’s Alabanda swarms with scorpions; Egypt shows Alabastrum; Sicily runs with the Alabus. In Arcadia Minerva is worshipped as Alaea; her feasts blaze. The Alaei islands teem with tortoises; Alesa crowns a Sicilian height. Alala shrieks as war’s goddess; Alalcomenae venerates Athena’s birth; Corsican Alalia falls to Scipio and revives under Sylla.
Beyond Italy the fierce Alamanni haunt the Hercynian woods; the multi-tongued Alani ride near the Maeotis; Pannonian Alares lurk. Alaric storms Rome in 410, dying soon after; distant Alarodii watch Pontus. On Ilium’s plain Ulysses cuts down Alastor, while another Alastor pulls Pluto’s chariot; Cæsar’s Alaudae shout in Gaul. The Alazon divides Iberia from Albania, where eyes shine blue. Alba Sylvius rules Latium; Ascanius later lays Alba Longa by the white sow, a line of fourteen kings rising until Rome destroys the rival citadel. Albion, Neptune’s son, names chalk-bluff Britain; the Elbe flows as the Albis. Albia Terentia mothers Otho.
Alcaeus born of Hercules and Omphale’s maid begets a line that names the hero Alcides, while Perseus’s son of the same name fathers Amphitryon and Anaxo. Spartan king Alcamenes succeeds Teleclus, rules thirty-seven years, and quells a Helot revolt; another Alcamenes commands Achaean armies, a third sculpts marble, and a fourth steers a Spartan fleet to die at Athenian hands. Alcander, Sarpedon’s guard, falls to Ulysses; a Lacedaemonian youth of that name blinds Lycurgus and wins pardon; Turnus spears a Trojan Alcander. Theban Alcandre follows her husband Polybius, and Alcanor of Ida sires archers Pandarus and Bitias before namesakes die by Aeneas’s blade.
Alcathoe gives Megara its rebuilt walls; her father Alcathous, exiled son of Pelops, slays a lion, wins the crown, and inspires the Alcathoia. Trojan Alcathous weds Hippodamia and dies to Idomeneus; Parthaon’s son of that name falls to Tydeus, and yet another perishes for Aeneas. Alce barks among Actaeon’s hounds, while Spanish Alce, later Alcazar, yields to Gracchus. Argive Alcenor and Chromius alone survive a duel of three hundred. Devoted Alcestis exchanges her life for Admetus, and, in some tales, Hercules drags her back from death. Molossian king Alcetas, Alexander’s officer, Macedon’s eighth monarch, a Delphic antiquary, and Epirus’s prince all bear the same name.
Alchidas of Rhodes adores Praxiteles’ Cupid; painter Alcimachus gains acclaim. Alcibiades, disciple of Socrates, urges the Sicilian sortie, deserts to Sparta, plots with Persia, wins laurels, falters at Cyme, then dies amid shafts. Alcidamas fathers the dove Ctesilla; Admiral Alcidas sails with twenty-three ships; the title Alcides belongs to Hercules and Athena. Alcidice bears Tyro, Alcimede bears Jason, and Alcimedon carves and steers. Gracious Alcinous hosts Ulysses; Alcithoe mocks Bacchus and turns bat. Alcmæon kills his mother, is cleansed, wed, murdered, and avenged; his line rebuilds Delphi and unseats tyranny. Poet Alcman succumbs to lice, and Alcmena, tricked by Jupiter’s night, conceives a child.
Prophecy foretells a child born that day would rule neighbours and kin. Jealous Juno binds Jupiter by Styx, stalls Alcmena’s labour, and speeds Eurystheus’ seven-month birth to Sthenelus. In Thebes Lucina sits cross-limbed at Amphitryon’s door, freezing delivery until Galanthis cries, “She’s delivered!” Startled, the goddess unwinds, and Alcmena bears twins—Hercules by Jupiter, Iphiclus by Amphitryon—already subject to the elder Eurystheus. Widowed, Alcmena marries Rhadamanthus and retires to Ocalea; some place the rite on Leuce, others have her die en route to Thebes and rest in Zeus’ Megarian shrine. Alcon then saves his son with an arrow; other bearers—silversmith, Spartan youth, surgeon, and boar-hunters.
Alcyona, a pool, defeats Nero’s sounding line. Alcyone, Aeolus’ child, dreams of drowned Ceyx, finds him, leaps into the sea, and both become birds that hush the waves while nesting. Another Alcyone joins the Pleiades; others are Evenus’ stolen bride, Meleager’s wife, and a town that cost Philip an eye. Alcyoneus appears as Antigonus’ son and the giant Hercules killed, whose daughters became kingfishers. Brief entries follow: rivers Aldescus and Alduabis; Minerva’s title Alea; tyrants Alebas and Alectus; cattle-thieves Alebion and Dercynus; Fury Alecto, king Alector, cock-sentinel Alectryon; Bellerophon’s Aleian plain; warring Alemanni; and sundry founders, streams, and cities from Alemon to Alesium.
Aletes son of Aegisthus dies by Orestes; another Aletes rules Corinth. Names and places flash past—Alethe, nurse Aletheia, Aletidas rites, Aletrium, Aletum, the Aleuadae, builder Aleus, and Alexamenus who kills Nabis then falls. Alexander I of Macedon slays Persian envoys and reigns forty-three years; Alexander II is murdered by Ptolemy. Alexander the Great, born the night Diana’s temple burns, tames Bucephalus, studies with Aristotle, quells revolt, avenges Philip, razes Thebes, crosses Asia, wins Granicus, Issus, Arbela, storms Tyre, founds Alexandria, is hailed son of Ammon, defeats Porus, reaches Scythia, ignores omens, enters Babylon, drinks, and dies at thirty-two amid rumours of poison and plots.
Alexander rode ahead; the terror of his name broke hosts. He shared hardship with soldiers and scattered cities called Alexandria across Asia. After toppling Darius he demanded divine honours; Callisthenes refused and died. In drunken rage he stabbed Clitus, the friend who had saved him, for praising Philip. Wearing Persian silk, he and the courtesan Thais burned Persepolis. Yet he loved candour: on the Hydaspes he seized a flattering history and hurled it overboard, shouting, “What need is there of such flattery? Alexander’s deeds shine without false colourings.” He spurned the Mount Athos colossus, allowing only Lysippus to sculpt him and Apelles[9] to paint him.
On his death-bed Alexander gave his ring to Perdiccas; when asked for an heir he said, “The worthiest among you; but I fear my best friends will bury me with bloody hands.” He had sent gold to Aristotle, boasted, “Give me kings for competitors,” and grieved that Philip spared him no worlds. Cassander afterwards slew his wife and children. The generals crowned the feeble Philip Aridaeus until Roxane’s child appeared. Perdiccas, hungry for rule, married Cleopatra, marched on Ptolemy, fell on the Nile to his mutinous horse. Wars then split the spoils: Ptolemy seized Egypt, Seleucus Syria, Antigonus Asia, Antipater Macedonia, Lysimachus Thrace.
Leonatus held Phrygia, plotting against Antipater; Eumenes ruled Cappadocia, fought the coalition, and eventually starved in captivity—so feared that none dared call himself king while he lived. Then came a swarm of later Alexanders: Roxane’s infant son strangled by Cassander; a Corinthian usurper killed by Telestes; Cassander’s son slain by Demetrius; Molossian and Macedonian rulers; Syrian claimants Bala and Zebina; Ptolemaic princes who gained the crown by matricide and lost it to revolt. Others carried the name through quieter arts—historian, philosopher, poet, physician—while scattered Alexandrias thrived on commerce and scholarship until their vast library fed Omar’s furnaces for months.
At Mount Caucasus stands Alexandria; more rise in Arachosia, Aria, Carmania, Cilicia, Margiana, and Troas. Alexandrides of Sparta weds his niece and sires Dorycus, Leonidas, Cleombrotus, while his Delphic namesake chronicles the shrine. Rome bathes in Alexander Severus’ Alexandrina, and Alexandropolis gleams in Parthia. Alexanor builds Sicyon’s Aesculapian temple and gains worship. Historian Alexarchus writes; Alexas flatters Antony, banishes Octavia, and suffers Augustus. Apollo earns the plague-breaking title Alexicacus. Sharp Alexinus dies from a reed that pierced him in Alpheus. Cicero consults physician Alexion; Alexander trusts Alexippus.
Alexiraes, son of Hebe and Hercules, names a village; sister Alexirhoe springs from Granicus. Alexis of Samos surveys frontiers; comic Alexis writes 245 plays; Virgil’s shepherd adores Alexis; sculptor and Athenian schoolmate share the name. Alexon the fabulist. Beyond Vesuvius lies Alfaterna; consul Alfenus Varus wins Horace’s praise. Algidum near Tusculum; Haliacmon cuts Macedonia from Thessaly. Spartan Alcis lends her name to an Athenian tribe. Alienus Caecina, ousted by Galba, sparks revolt, and Allienos governs Sicily. Alife crafts cups; Alilaei dwell in Arabia. Alimentus records Hannibal. Alindae crowns Caria; Alirrothius chops Athena’s olive, bleeds, and dies. By the Allia Brennus smashes Rome; Allobroges expose Catiline.
Allobryges shadow the Allobroges, and Spanish Allotriges stand nearby. Scipio restores a captive bride to prince Allutius. The Almo joins Tiber; Almon’s death kindles Trojan-Rutulian strife. Athens keeps the Aloae for Bacchus and Ceres. Giant Aloeus rears the Aloades; Apollo and Diana kill them; their mother Alope becomes a fountain. Alpenus guards Thermopylae, and the frozen Alps fall to Hannibal’s vinegar. River Alpheus slips under sea to meet Arethusa; his name threads myths of Diana, Alphenor, Alphesiboea, and Virgil’s shepherd. Usurer Alphius, historian Alphius Avitus, and poet Cornelius Alpinus appear. The Alpis flows to the Danube; Alsium faces the sea; Alsus rises from Sipylus.
An unnamed shepherd perishes amid the Rutulian war. Althaea saves the fatal brand that binds newborn Meleager’s life, yet later, avenging her brothers, flings it on the fire and dies by her own hand when the hero expires. Althaemenes, warned he may slay his father, settles Rhodes but unknowingly strikes Creteus dead and is swallowed by the earth. Altinum shines for wool; the sacred Altis circles Olympian Zeus; Altus rises in Peloponnesus; Aluntium and humble Alus house Asclepius. Lydia boasts Alyattes: first of Heraclid line, second of Mermnad blood, conqueror of Cimmerians, checked by a solar eclipse, buried beneath prostitution-funded stone.
Alyba borders Mysia; Alycaea dots Arcadia, where Alycaeus, Sciron’s son, falls to Theseus. Alymon weds Circe. At Arcadian Alyssus, water cures mad-dog bites. Alyxothoe bears Aesacus to Priam. Coastal Alyzia faces the Echinades. Thracian king Amadocus bleeds before Seuthes, while Sarmatian queen Amage rules stern and fair. Amalthea, whether nurturing goat or Sibyl of Cumae, earns a star and the horn of plenty; Atticus names his learned retreat Amaltheum. Mount Amana crowns Taurus. Rebel Amandus dares Diocletian. The Amantes claim Phocian blood. Amanus is both Armenian god and Cilician peak. Officer Amaracus becomes fragrant marjoram; the Amardi dwell by the Caspian.
Amartus rises to Apollo; rustic Amaryllis sings in Virgil’s fields. Amarynceus rules the Epeans, and nearby Amarynthus honours Artemis. Mount Amas crowns Laconia; the Amasenus slides to the Tyrrhene sea; cliff-built Amasia births Strabo and Mithridates. Soldier Amasis captures Egypt’s throne, orders yearly audits, spurns Polycrates, dies before Cambyses, whose fury burns his corpse; another Amasis leads Persians at Barce. Amastris ties Dionysius, Xerxes, and a Paphlagonian haven. One Amastrus aids Perses, another falls to Camilla. Queen Amata hangs herself when Lavinia weds Aeneas. Cypriot Amathus venerates Venus. Amaxampauean springs, Amaxia’s woods, Amazenes, Amazon conquests, Apollo Amazonios, Gallic Ambarri, and Ceres’ triple Ambarvalia march past.
Sus, ovis, taurus: beasts of field; Ambĕnus, Sarmatian mountain; Ambialites, Celtic Gauls; Ambianum (Amiens) rebels against Caesar; Ambiatinum, German village where Caligula first cried; Ambigatus, Celtic king who sent Sigovesus to the Hercynian woods and Bellovesus toward Italy; Ambiorix, fierce Eburone, fell with sixty thousand slain; Ambivius, a name in Cicero; Amblada of Pisidia; Ambracia, Pyrrhus’ seat, later Augustus’ Nicopolis; Ambracius Sinus, deep Ionian gulf; Ambri, Indian tribe; Ambrones, sea-dispossessed Gauls conquered by Marius; Ambrosia, Dionysian feast, Atlas daughter, divine food and perfume that saves Berenice, Titonus, Tantalus, heals wounds, scents Juno’s and Venus’ hair.
Ambrosius of Milan forced Theodosius to penance, wrote De Officiis and eight creation hymns, dying in 397; Ambyron sketched Theocritus; Ambryssus stood in Phocis; Ambubajae, Syrian flute-women, enlivened Roman feasts; Ambulli hailed Castor and Pollux; Ameles, Styx-like stream, shattered vessels; Amenanus flowed below Ætna; Amenides, Darius’ scribe, governed Arimaspi for Alexander; Amenocles built the first trireme; Ameria’s osiers tied vines; Amestratus surrendered after seven months; Amestris, ruthless wife of Xerxes, mutilated a rival’s mother and buried fourteen youths, while another Amestris married Lysimachus; Amida in Mesopotamia fell to Sapor, leaving its stout walls in ruin.
Amilcar Rhodanus spied for Athens in Alexander’s camp; another Amilcar aided then betrayed Syracuse; Barcas, Hannibal’s sire, crushed slaves, founded Barcelona, fell to Vettones, planned the Alpine assault; a later namesake backed Insubres; Hanno’s son burned himself after Gelon’s victory. Amilos, Mauritanian river and Arcadian town; Amimone fountain; Aminea wine and Thessalian namesake; Aminias pirate, Aminius stream, Aminocles trireme maker. Amisena, Amisias, Amissas, Amiternum (Sallust’s town); Amithāon father of Melampus; Ammalo feast of Zeus. Jupiter Ammon’s oracle birthed Ammon, Brothas, Juno Ammonia, Ammonii, Ammonius, Nereid Ammothea, rivers Amnias and Amnīsus, Amoebaeus, Amometus, Amor, Amorges, Amorgos, Ampelus sites, Ampelusia, Amphea, Amphialaus, king Amphianax, prophet Amphiarāus.
Amphiaraus, born of Apollo’s stock, marries Eriphyle and sires Alcmaeon and Amphilochus. Adrastus arms Argos for Polynices; Amphiaraus hides, foreseeing death, but Eriphyle trades his refuge for Polynices’ golden necklace. Exposed, the seer rides to Thebes, telling Alcmaeon, “When I fall, kill your mother.” The Argives rout; fleeing, he and his chariot sink into the earth. Alcmaeon hears, strikes Eriphyle, and the hero gains a marble shrine at Oropos, its pool kept for dreamers who fast, bathe, toss coins, sleep on a ram skin, and rise with prophecy. Mardonius later falls to a hurled stone. Amphiaraïdes names the son; historian Amphicrates records heroes.
Amphictyon, Deucalion’s heir, rules Athens, reads dreams, and lends his name to the council of Amphictyons, twelve envoys from Ionians, Dorians, Perrhæbians, Bœotians, Magnesians, Phthians, Locrians, Malians, Phocians, Thessalians, Dolopes, and Œtæans. Meeting at Delphi or Thermopylae, they sacrifice an ox sliced for unity, settle disputes, and wage the ten-year Sacred War when Phocians plunder Apollo’s shrine; Sparta loses its seat, Macedon gains it, yet brave Phocians later win forgiveness against Brennus’ Gauls. Amphiclea shelters Bacchus; Amphidamus of Aleus, an Argonaut and a son of Busiris slain by Hercules, follows. The private festival Amphidromia circles newborns round a fire; Amphigenia stands in Messenia.
Amphilochus quits Argos and builds a city; his homonym writes on farming. Amphilytus spurs Pisistratus. Amphimache weds Eurystheus. Two Amphimachus fight at Troy. Amphimedon falls to Perseus; his Ithacan namesake, Amphinome, Amphinomus die by Telemachus, though Anapius and Amphinomus bear parents through Etna. Amphion and Zethus charm stones, wall Thebes; another Amphion, Niobe’s husband, dies in grief. Next pass Amphipoles, contested Amphipolis, torch-named Amphipyros, Amphireetus, Oceanid Amphiroe, comic Amphis, two-headed Amphisbaena, Amphissa and Amphissene, Amphissus, frenzied Amphisthenes, forgetful Amphistides, charioteers Amphistratus and Rhecas, matron Amphitea and her namesake, Rome’s stone amphitheatre, fiery Amphithemis, Amphithoe, queen Amphitrite, and at last Amphitryon deceived by Jupiter fathering Heracles.
Amphitryon returns victorious with Electryon’s stolen cattle. One cow strays; his thrown stick ricochets from its horns and strikes Electryon dead. Sthenelus seizes Mycenae, banishes Amphitryon and Alcmena to Thebes, and Creon purifies the killer. Hercules therefore bears the name Amphitryoniades. At Cepheus’s court the priest Amphitus serves Ceres. Alexander stations Amphoterus over the Hellespont fleet, while another Amphoterus descends from Alcmæon. Along Thessaly’s Amphryssus, Apollo herds Admetus’s flocks as Amphryssius, his prophetess called Amphryssia; a Phrygian river of the same name renders women barren. Finally the Ampia-Labiena law lets Pompey wear golden crowns at the games.
Ampracia, once Ambracia, is named, and seers called Ampysides trace lineage to Ampyx. Sulphurous Lake Amsactus kills any beast that nears, and Alecto plunges through its fumes back to the Underworld. In Alba, Amulius usurps Numitor, murders Lausus, confines Rhea Silvia to Vesta, yet Mars fathers Romulus and Remus. Amulius buries the mother alive, orders the babes drowned, but shepherds—or a she-wolf—save them; grown, they slay the tyrant and restore their grandsire. A painter shares the usurper’s name. At Amyci Portus laurels from boxer-king Amycus’s grave kindle strife aboard every ship that carries them.
Amycla and Meliboea alone escape Diana’s arrows after Niobe’s boast, while Amycla’s namesake Italian town falls because citizens forbid alarm, earning the title tacitae. Spartan Amyclae in Peloponnesus worships Castor and Pollux as Anaces beside hounds and Apollo Amyclaeus. Amytis, daughter of Astyages, weds Cyrus; another Amytis, child of Xerxes, is scandalous. Pilot Amyclas would turn from a storm until Julius lifts his cloak and commands, “Cæsarem vehis, Cæsarisque fortunam.” Boxer-king Amycus dies to Pollux; namesakes fall to Turnus and Lycomedes. Amymone draws water, wounds a satyr, wins Neptune, whose strike creates her fountain; Amyntas kings in Macedonia, Anacharsis mocks laws as cobwebs and dies.
Convivales noted by Cicero, Strabo; Anacium, hill with Anaces’ shrine; Anacreon, Teian lyrist favoured by Polycrates and Hipparchus, hard-drinking, loving Bathyllus, living to eighty-five then choking on a grape-stone, called by Plato descendant of Codrus, his drunken statue in Athens, his odes printed by Stephens, Maittaire, Barnes, Brunck; Anactoria or Anactorium, Corinthian town on the Ambracian gulf, emptied by Augustus, also name of Miletus and of Sappho’s beloved; Anadyomene, Apelles’ Venus rising from the sea, edge beyond Roman repair; Anagnia where Antony coined after divorcing Octavia; Eryx’s Anagogia to Venus; Anagyrontum; Anaïtis whose Sacarum feast, begun by Cyrus, ends in riot, Lydians calling her Diana.
Ananias forged iambics; Anaphe rose from the Cretan sea when the Argonauts saw the moon, its people worshiping Apollo Anaphaeus; Anaphlystus, hamlet; Anapus flows in Epirus and near Syracuse; Anartes in Pannonia; Spanish Anas, Guadiana; Anatole the Hora and the Ganges peak where Apollo ravished Anaxibia; Anauchidas, Samian wrestler; Pelion’s Anaurus where Jason lost a sandal; Anausis, Medea’s wooer, killed by Styrus; giant Anax father of Asterius; Anaxagoras of Argos ruling with Bias and Melampus; Anaxagoras of Clazomenae spurned gold, foresaw a stone from sun, taught Pericles, mocked trial, said 'road beyond the grave is equal,' begged 'let boys play,' and died at Lampsacus, seventy-two.
Other Anaxagorases: sculptor, grammarian, orator, and Ephesus tyrant-slayer. In Sparta Anaxander fought the second Messenian war; Anaxandridas kept two wives and fathered Cleomenes, Leonidas. Comic Anaxandrides introduced stage rapes. Anaxarchus told bleeding Alexander, 'That is human blood,' mocked Nicocreon, 'Pound my body, not my soul,' then spat his tongue. Anaxarete spurned Iphis and became stone; mild tyrant Anaxilas seized Zancle, trusting his babies to a slave. Anaxilides said Apollo begot Plato. Anaximander built the sphere, mapped earth, traced life to warmed mud; pupil Anaximenes deified air, pinned stars to a stone vault, and a Lampacene namesake saved his city by begging Alexander to raze it.
Comic poet Anaxipolis of Thasos passes in silence; then Anaxippus jokes, “Philosophers are wise in speech, fools in act.” Princess Anaxirrhoe weds Epeus; historian Anaxis writes Bœotia; maiden Anaxo is seized by Theseus. Two heroes named Ancæus ship out with the Argonauts: Lycurgus’ son dies to the Calydonian boar; Neptune’s son succeeds Tiphis as Argo’s pilot and fathers five children with Samia. Labouring in his vineyard, he lifts a brimming cup to disprove a slave who warned, “Much may happen between the cup and the lip.” A boar bursts in, he drops the wine, rushes out, and is gored dead.
Beyond the British Ancalites, Rome recalls Ancharius, cut down by Marius’ faction. Ancharia names Octavia’s mother, yet bloodier tales follow: Anchemolus violates his step-mother, flees to Turnus, and falls to Pallas’ spear; Spartan Anchimolius marches against the Pisistratids and is slain. Sardanapalus in a single day builds Anchiale and Tarsus and is buried under a boastful statue. Anchises lies with Venus on Ida, fathers Æneas, later rides flaming Troy on his son’s shoulders, sails to Sicily, dies aged eighty, and speaks again among Elysian shades. Anchurus, judging himself his father’s dearest treasure, leaps into a yawning gulf, which closes satisfied.
The shield Ancile falls on Rome; Numa forges eleven twins, rewards smith Mamurius, and each March twelve Salii whirl them through the streets, chanting while business and weddings halt. At crescent Ancona angels ferry Mary’s house, drawing pilgrims. King Ancus Martius bridges Janiculum, walls Aventine, beats foes, builds Ostia, then dies after twenty-four years. Blindfold Andabatae offer a proverb for rash acts; orator Andocides slips in and out of exile; Pseudophilippus Andriscus rouses Macedonia yet ends in Metellus’ triumph; tyrant Andragathius falls to Gratian; Andramyles mutilates women; sisters Androclea and Alcida die for Thebes; physician Androcydes warns Alexander, “When you drink wine, recall its poison.
Earth’s lifeblood is wine, as deadly to man as hemlock. Androdus, a slave, once drew a thorn from a lion’s paw; in the circus the beast guarded its benefactor. Androgeos, a Greek, mistook Trojan swords for friends and fell to Aeneas, while Androgeus, Minos’ wrestling prodigy, was slain at Athens; Minos’ vengeance demanded yearly youths for the Minotaur and birthed games called Androgeia. Beyond the Nasamones roam the Androgynae. In Troy, Andromache, daughter of Eetion and wife to Hector, tended horses, wept in their last farewell, then watched Astyanax hurled from the wall and herself carried in chains to Neoptolemus, later ruling Epirus with Helenus.
All virgins belonged first to the king among the Andromachidae. Successive Andromachus figures flash by: Sicilian patriot, Syrian governor burned by Samaritans, Seleucid officer, poet, physician, sophist. Andromadus framed Thracian homicide law. Perseus freed rock-bound Andromeda, stoned the monster and Phineus, then won bride and constellation. Nomad Andron crossed Libya without drink; another refused Hermocrates’ treason and died; others chronicled histories and sages. Andronicus of Rhodes unveiled Aristotle; namesakes became poets, rulers, and built the Tower of Winds. Cannibal Androphagi roamed Scythia; Andropompus slew Xanthus. Wine-springing Andros honoured Bacchus; Androsthenes served Alexander; Androtrion mapped Attica; Angelia, Angelion, Angelus, and the river Angites linger in catalogue.
North of the Elbe dwelt the Angli; nearby ran the Angrus. In Anguitia, Circe’s offspring walked unharmed among snakes. Widow Ania replied, “If he’s kind I’ll fear his death; if cruel, why marry?” One Anicetus was Herculean, another Nero’s murderous tutor. The Anicia clan shone, their town Anicium in Gaul. Anicius Gallus beat Gentius; later Probus bore the name. Fetid Anigrus healed centaur wounds; swift Anio joins the Tiber; at Anitorgis Hasdrubal faced the Scipios. King Anius’ daughters produced wine, corn, oil until Bacchus made them doves. Anna, Dido’s sister, fled Jarbas, met Aeneas, sank in Numicus, and as Anna Perenna blessed Rome’s March revels.
First the unnamed hero, thought to have joined the gods, is praised by Ovid, Silius Italicus, and Virgil. Next strides Anna Comnena of Constantinople, chronicler of her father Alexius: her lofty rhetoric outshines plain truth, yet the 1651 Paris folio preserves her grand design. The Roman house Annæus branches into Lucani, Senecae, and Flori. Barebones Annals record yearly deeds without probing causes; in earliest Rome the Pontifex Maximus sealed the revered Annales Maximi. Lex Annalis fixes office by age—eighteen for knighthood, twenty-five for the consulship. Trajan’s day yields the poet Annianus, briefly flashing and passing on.
Amilcar’s son Hannibal grows in camp
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