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Chapter 1: 32 Clever Home Cleaning and Maintenance Tricks You Need to Know!
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	There are countless items around our homes that we toss out the moment we assume they've outlived their purpose — empty lotion bottles, stray Lego pieces, and more. But would we be so quick to throw them away if we knew just how many practical uses they still had? Probably not. You might be skeptical right now, but by the time you finish this chapter, I'm willing to bet you'll see things very differently!

	1. Any leftover crown molding can be cut into small, uniform pieces and mounted slightly lower on the wall to create a clever, organized rack for hanging your heels.

	2. A clogged shower-head makes getting a proper shower nearly impossible. To fix it, fill a plastic bag with white vinegar and fasten it firmly around the shower-head. Let it sit overnight so the vinegar can work through the buildup, then run the shower before removing the bag to make sure everything has been fully cleared.

	3. Attach a magnet to the bottom of your hammer and you'll never need to hold nails between your teeth while working again.

	4. Beyond being a pasta staple, a dry spaghetti stick makes an excellent tool for lighting candles in tight or hard-to-reach spots — simply light the end of the spaghetti and use it to reach the wick.

	5. Small toys like Legos can be cleaned and disinfected with ease by placing them inside a mesh laundry bag and running it through the washing machine, with no risk of tiny pieces jamming the machine.

	6. Rather than discarding the last thin sliver of a soap bar, press it firmly onto a new bar so it bonds and doesn't go to waste.

	7. Water rings and glass marks left on wooden or glass surfaces can be eliminated by wiping the area with a towel and then applying heat from a hair dryer.

	8. When you need to fill a large bucket that won't fit under the faucet, place a dustpan in the sink with its handle directing water flow outward, and use it to channel the water straight into the bucket.

	9. Invisible bookshelves — which are designed to look like the spine of a book — can be mounted on the wall to hold your collection while giving the room a clean, minimalist appearance.

	10. Command hooks mounted on the back of a toddler's highchair provide a convenient spot for hanging their bibs and small towels.

	11. Bathtub rings can be tackled naturally by cutting a grapefruit in half, sprinkling salt on the cut side, and using it to scrub away the buildup.

	12. For a grimy microwave interior, pour vinegar into a bowl and heat it for several minutes inside the microwave. The resulting steam will loosen stuck-on grime, making it easy to wipe clean with a cloth.

	13. Odors embedded in a mattress can be neutralized by pouring vodka into a spray bottle and misting it across the surface. The alcohol kills bacteria and disinfects thoroughly. Allow it to air-dry afterward. A few drops of essential oil added to the bottle will leave a pleasant scent behind.

	14. Stuffing old newspapers inside empty plastic containers is an effective way to prevent them from developing unpleasant odors. Leave the paper inside overnight and the smell will have disappeared within a few hours.

	15. A squeegee is surprisingly effective at lifting human and pet hair from carpet fibers.

	16. Stubborn residue in cast iron cookware becomes much easier to tackle when you use coarse salt as a scrubbing agent.

	17. A piece of bread is an ideal tool for picking up tiny glass fragments from the floor — simply press a slice gently over the affected area and the shards will stick to it.

	18. The suction that builds up inside a garbage can makes pulling out full bags a real struggle. Drilling a few holes near the bottom breaks that vacuum seal, allowing liners to be removed with ease.

	19. Dents and impressions left in carpet by heavy furniture can be lifted by placing ice cubes directly over those marks and letting them melt.

	20. Whenever you paint a room or a wall, set aside some extra paint in a sealed jar to keep on hand for future touch-ups.

	21. Slipping important documents, cards, and checks into a ziplock bag reinforced with a piece of cardboard will prevent creasing and protect them from moisture or bad weather.

	22. A hinged painting mounted over your thermostat keeps it out of sight while still allowing quick access whenever you need to make an adjustment.

	23. Flat, deflated pillows can be revived by placing them outside in direct sunlight for an hour. The heat draws out trapped moisture, leaving them plump and fluffy again.

	24. Toothpaste works well as a polishing agent for linoleum floors.

	25. Talcum powder sprinkled into the gaps of squeaky wooden floorboards will quiet the noise.

	26. To clear a blocked drain, start by pouring baking soda down it, follow with vinegar, and finish by running hot water to fully flush out the clog.

	27. Minor dings and scratches in wooden furniture can be disguised by rubbing a walnut directly over the damaged spot.

	28. Mineral deposits and water stains around taps can be scrubbed away using a cut lemon.

	29. To clean vomit from carpet with a vacuum, first mix baking soda with water and spread it over the affected area. Let it sit for eight to twelve hours until fully dry, then vacuum it up.

	30. To clean a grill's grates effectively, slice a white onion in half and rub one half across the hot grates to remove residue and grease.

	31. Crayon marks on a wall can be removed by scrubbing lightly with white toothpaste and then rinsing the area with warm water.

	32. Avoid the mess of ladling pancake batter straight from a bowl by pouring the batter into an empty ketchup bottle instead, giving you precise, drip-free control over each pour.

	
Chapter 2: 30 Organization Life Hacks to Simplify and Declutter Your Space

	A disorganized home, a cluttered room, or a chaotic environment does far more damage than simply making things hard to locate — it actively drains your energy, undermines your productivity, and generates stress that doesn't need to be there. Every object in the world, animate or not, carries its own energy. When a living space is overwhelmed by disorder, that energy becomes oppressive — it wears you down, elevates stress levels, diminishes your quality of life, and can even contribute to depression. Keeping your surroundings tidy and well-organized is one of the most powerful ways to simplify daily life. The following hacks will help you do exactly that.

	1. Color-coding your keys with nail polish makes it instantly clear which key belongs to which room or lock — assign each color a purpose and organize according to your own system.

	2. Instead of stacking folded shirts on top of one another in a drawer, stand them upright so that every shirt is visible at a glance. This way you can select exactly what you want without disturbing the rest of the pile.

	3. A tissue box doubles perfectly as a dispenser for plastic bags — stuff them inside and pull one out whenever you need it, just as you would a tissue.

	4. Rather than hunting around the roll every time you need tape, use a paper clip to mark the cut-off end so you can find it immediately.

	5. Retired door knobs can be repurposed by mounting them
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