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  Introduction
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How to Use a Prompt Book (If This Is Your First Time)

Each picture in this book was chosen in the hope that it will stir something in you—salt air in your lungs, wind in your hair, a flicker of curiosity, a question that won’t sit still.
“Stir what?” you might ask.
Wonder. Emotion. A restless pull toward a horizon not yet reached.
You see a ship cutting across open water. Where is she bound? What cargo does she carry—spices, silver, stolen letters, something far more dangerous? You glimpse a jungle shore. Who waits beyond the tree line? Is there gold buried in those hills? A curse sealed in a forgotten chest? A bargain struck under a blood-red sunset?
Make it up—then write it down. Bam. That’s a story. Bada bing, bada boom—you’ve got yourself a mutiny in the making, a desperate chase, a piece of flash fiction, or the first brick in a sprawling world no one else has ever seen. Only you, the author, know what truly lies beyond the frame.
It may surprise you how easily you are carried away by the creak of timbers and the snap of canvas sails. This is a good thing. The sea has always carried those willing to step aboard.
When you look at the pictures, ask yourself what isn’t shown. What happened five minutes before this moment? What disaster—or triumph—comes five minutes after? Why does the captain never remove their gloves? What secret does the smuggler keep? Who truly owns the treasure?
You might wonder whether all these images belong to the same ocean, the same world, the same legendary pirate’s long career. I don’t know. That’s for you to decide.
Are these fragments from rival captains’ journals? Tavern tales whispered from Tortuga to Port Royal? Fever dreams? Stand-alone snippets of make-believe places and times? Or one grand saga stitched together across continents and years?
If you want to connect them all, you can. If you want them to stand alone, you can do that too. Or chart a course somewhere in between. Let your imagination run wild. The wind favors the bold.

      [image: image-placeholder]While space has been outlined for you on the page, you are always welcome—encouraged, even—to continue your tale elsewhere if you run out of room. Running out of space is a fine problem to have. It means the voyage has grown larger than the harbor provided. 
Grab pen and paper. Open a blank document. Hoist your sails and keep going.

      [image: image-placeholder]Why does this matter? 
Because once upon a time, we all stood at the edge of imaginary seas without hesitation. As children, we declared couches to be ships and living rooms to be storm-tossed waters. Curiosity was our compass. Wonder was our north star.
Over time, the world hands us maps already drawn. It tells us which routes are safe. Which dreams are practical. Which answers are correct. We grow cautious. We fear being wrong. We fear looking foolish. We learn not to “make things up.” But fiction isn’t lying—it’s exploration.
No ship ever discovered a new world by hugging the shore.
That small voice inside you—the one that feels restless when routine grows too tight—that’s your neglected creativity tapping at the hull, asking to set sail. It’s easy to drift, to consume endless distraction like a sailor becalmed. It is much harder—and much braver—to create.
What value does a made-up story hold? I might ask you what work is done when you lift weights at the gym. The value is in the exercise. In the strengthening. In the daring.
Writing is the practice of thinking. It forces you to decide: Who betrays whom? Who keeps their oath? Who pays the price? It sharpens your mind and stretches your courage.
Reading is a voyage guided by another captain. (And I love reading—you should too.) Writing is when you take the helm yourself. Your stories may be silly or serious. Brutal or hopeful. Filled with roaring broadsides or quiet conversations beneath starlight. Just create.
And if you’re shy about sharing what you write, that’s perfectly fine. Many authors sail under borrowed names. You have that right as well.

      [image: image-placeholder]As for the captions beneath the images: they exist only to offer a gentle nudge if you find yourself staring at a still sea. Ignore them if you wish. Rewrite them. Defy them. 
These are your waters now. And any instructions I’ve given? Treat them like the Pirate Code—more like guidelines, really.

      [image: image-placeholder]For centuries, pirates have haunted the edges of history—sometimes villains, sometimes folk heroes, always larger than life. The Age of Sail was a time of thunderous cannons, fragile alliances, whispered mutinies, and maps that left dangerous blanks where certainty should have been. 
Stories about pirates have always captured imaginations. Perhaps the tales you’ve read—or watched—sparked your interest in the first place. Stories have a way of doing that.
But the best pirate story—the one you will like most—hasn’t been written yet. Because it’s the one you’re about to write.
It will have all the elements you love: the right balance of danger and daring, treasure and treachery, loyalty and betrayal, freedom and cost. What does your captain truly seek? Gold? Revenge? Redemption? A place to belong? Only you can decide.
Step aboard this swashbuckling edition of Realms Unwritten, chart your course, and discover the stories waiting just beyond the horizon.






  
  A boy and his treasure
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Many young boys dream of being pirates, but Tommy became a pirate when… 
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  To see the horizon
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From the tops of the cliff, he could see… 
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  A rogue's letter
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To my dearest mother… 
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  The pirate oasis 
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The map claimed treasure was beneath the hut, but the real secret was… 
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  A pirate's wardrobe choice
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Eric always wore a red shirt and brown pants to battle because… 
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